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ON TRLKING SHOP.

It is very wroug to talk shop. This
is one of Society’s most venerated pre-
cepts, even if it ' one of the least

obeyed. Not to know it, is not to know
the rudimentary duty toward our

neighbor, the duty of social religion;
anu to enforce it, as occasion may re-
quire, of course must be the Juty of
every sell-respecting member of society,
beeause if you fall among shop-talkers,
whose shop is not the same kind as
yours, you may get throwna into the
back-ground. The predicament is serl-
ous

It is not only that you may be pre.
vented from taking part in a conversa-
tior: with your accustcmed cleverness,
put that you may have to hold your
tongue altogether; and in spite of s0
many complimeats paid to silence by
the many wise people who have wished
to Qo all the talking themselves, people
are apt to assume that when a man
says nothing in company, it is because
he can find nothing to say ; and at any
rate, no oue likes to play the part of
the mummy at the Egyptian banquet,
to be the blank guest, whose silence
conveys & protest against the whole
proceedings, sud concerning whom the
other guests must necds feel that the
best they can do for him, is to Jet him
alone. He who finds himsell jn such a
pass, will no more doubt that it is a
vice Lo talk shop, thap he would doubt
i it is a vice not to pay one’s Jebts,
[ somcebody clse persevered in owing
him an inconvenjently large sum of
mouey.

At yet there is something to be said
oun behall of shop. The rule of society
10 doubt is, that we should t-lk of
what we do vot know, rather than of
whit we do know. Still there are many
men, and doubtless women 2lso, who
are absolutely unable to obey the rule
—-except negatively—by not talking of
anything at all. Women who mix much
witl. the world of socicty, readily ac-
quire the knack of talking companion-
«bly, of what they know nothing about.
A great many women indeed, secem less
to acquire it than to have it of a
birthright, as the poet is born, not
mide. Obedience to the rule sets upon
them as carly and as {itly as the fur-
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belows and gauzes in which & man
would find himself like o fly in a cob-
web. ’

Therefore women, cveh women with
specinlties, very rvarely talk shop, and
talk part - under the fear of those fatal
terms, *‘olue,” * gushing,’” * strong-
minded,” and partly from a sort of
mental pradery—one wltich has its good
sidc, but also its bad—which objects as
it were to the reai woman heing too
accurately scauned, they more usually
shrink from any discussfon of subfects
in which they feel o close interest. But
there is a large reckoning of men who
never arrive at being able to talk on
subjects, zbout which they have ueither
informsation nor concern; and the ques-
tion s, whether fn their case it is not
worth while to relax the stringency o
the rule.

Suppose i man’s shop 80 engrosses
him, that it venlly §s the only thing he
knows or eares about. He is not un-
cducated, perhaps not even narrow-
minded, but his jutellect is not of the
much-embracing c¢vder, and bis profes-
siox or his purposc has so tbsorbed his
intellectual sympathies, that just as if
he were some great artist, all he sees
and learns gets somehow, dove-tajled
or wmixed up, in the onc theme of his
life. Whenever circumstances have led
to a maw’s occupying his time and his
thoughts, in one especial manner, with
any so-t of zeal, he will unconsciously
acquire such a readiness in detecting
everytling that has the remotest affin-
ity for his paramount topic, that it
car never be quite out of his memory.
There will «hways be the temptation
to get back to it. Set him down where
yor will, some byway brings him buack
to the famjliar road. Cleverness will
not place hijm out of risk. Indeed the
eleverer e is, the more likely he is to
become, to this extent, the slave of his
shop.

This of course i2 not meant of the man
of gevius, the many-sided man, but of
the busy ructical man of ordinary 1ife.
Say that he is of mord than average
intellect, twit he has talent, and still
better, 2 w se ant! honest love for his
science, his art, or whatever may be
the name of his work, he will be at a
disadvauntage, as compared with the
ma who, failing efther in the ability
or in the energy, necessary lor concen-
tration, has been enablled to learn a
Jittle plausible jga0rance on.a good
many topics of gencral interest. Now
suck coucentration may 9e damaging to
the balance of his mind, and without
doubt the concentration is detrimen-
tut to him as a conversationalist, les.
sening the area, over which his tonguc
cun travel. But since the mun i8 so
badly oif, that there is only class of

subjects on which he can enter readily,
may there not be something gained for
his associates, as well as for himsel?,
in lettiog him go his own way?

It one found onesell in the company
of the philosopher who has concentra-
ted his life on the 7dative case, 1t might
be better to put him to discourss op
that subject, than to elicit his dullnesa
on the weather. One might not suc-
ceed in achieving even a temperory
sympathy with bhis fervor, but one
would have at least have learned some-
thing about the dative case; and 2 man
must he very stupid indeed, or else his
listener must be very stupid, if he can
talk freely aond earnestly on a eubfect
which thoroughly interests him, with.
out the listeuer’s becoming interested,
if not in the suliect, nt least in the in-
terost it has for ite cxponent. Nor
need the listeuer’s interest be les-
sened, surely if he i hearing several
men, skilled and eager in some special
pursuit, ‘tulking with ezch other, in-
stead of only one such man talking with
him.

Thus there are exceptions to every
rule—even ia society.
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RE//DINGS, PUBLIC AND
PRIVATE.

Readings, public and private, are be-
coming quite foshionable again. Nym
Crinkle declares that there are at least
5,000 girls in New York who have * the
mark o! clocution on their spnowy
brows.” The female reader as a rule,
be says, ‘“ has a book in her hand, bat
does not refer to it. Not to have a
book would be to recite, and there is
a broad line between a reciter and a
creader. Ope is supposed to be intel-
lectual, the other dramatic. One is
literary, the other stagy. One sticks to
poetry, the other strikes oil a little on
puntomime. As a rule husbands will
put up with moderate reciters, but they
wil' uot tolerate readers. Besides the
reader always has you at a disadvant-
age so long as she has the boox in her
hand. She can read the whole of Man-
frec or Coriolanus, and not break down,
but the rcciter, thank heaven, can’t.
There iS a wise provision of nature
which ordaias that memory shall not
be eqaal to misery.” Young ladies, and
those not 8o young who give reddings
from Faust awd Childe Harold and Rob-
ert Browuing are indilferent to the suf~
ferings of the opposite sex. But after
the first hour the male begins to groan.
The second hour makes him hate his
spccies. One reader in Philadelphia re-
cently gave her audience 200 pages at
one sitting, and a morning paper said
that she was better acquainted with
her author than her vietims, We have




