tell you that ¢ is tha ouly way ot oscn[-e] Fortnnately, an leaving the hotel that! Bt o resiine,

you have.”

For a moment he seamed staggerel
at my firm assertion. He needed i
handling. and | knew 1hat ne hal a
dogged will of hig own, it 1t couid only
he arousel.

But the-next moment, i despairing
tones, he went on:—

“ [How can [, after traming <0 mauy of
my customers to take wine with me
every journuy ? ‘lhey all look for it, and
[ could not do my trade without st.”

* Another lallacy ! Depend upon it,
my dear friend, il in a mauly, quiet way
yvou et them know the ri<k you have
ran, you will find that you will not lose
a single customer worth having. Here
and thers vou may lose a shaky one,
but your time will be mare profitubly
spent in seeking worthier men.”

“ But it { do, how can [ asa commercial
traveller gn in and out of the hotels, sit
down to dinner, or spend the night in o
commercial room without drinking 7"

! conless that this qrestion was a
harder one to meet at that time than it
wnow. It was in the Jays of the old
wine dinners, when every man was
expected to pay his share of the wine,
whether he drank 1t or not, and do other
th ngs ia the drinking line for the * good
of the house.” ‘I'he man who shirked
the dinner, i.e, “ boxed Harry,” as 1t is
technically termed, or who tfor con-
science sake refused to drink intoxicants,
i those days was regarded by the elife
of the roud as un outer barbarisn, un-
worthy of the comnmercial roomn, and by
many of the landlords was looked at
askane , treated by the waiters with a
sort of ineflable scorn, and by the
usually civil ¥ boots "’ with contem ptuous
indifference! It was a trying orideal for
any man with nerves, or respect for him-
sell, and few cared to run the gauntlet.
No tiying has it proved to many high-
minded men, that the writer once heard
Mr. Samuel Morley assert that he was
exceedingly glad when the time came
for him to quit the commercial room.

lhank Gou! those days are past.
The life of a commercial will always
prove an ordeal to the weak-kneed, un.
lecided character; but if & man has the
rvight 1ing of high character and indomit-
able pluck, he has fewer temptations to
go wrong, and more help to go right,
than in the old drinking day of the past,
when to sit down to a wine dinner,
especia ly on the Sunday, might mean
anything between 5s. and lis. per
man.  ‘The consequences may be better
tmagined than described,

But to resume. My reply was: It
must be tried at any risk. You know
thut 1 am not a teetotaler myself, but if
you will go in with me now, this Sth day
of April, and pledge yourself to do with.
out intoxicants of any kind for six
months, [ will ple tge myself with you
by God’s help to /o it. 1t is of little
use asking you to do a thing I won't do
myselt.”

It was & trying moment. I could see
that my friend was suffering veritable
agony. The sweat stood in great beads
on his forehead. We took a turn or two
in silence. ‘Then pulling himselftogether,
he remarked : —

+ No half measures will save me now.
I willdoit!"

“Thank God!"
with me to dinner."”

It seemed almost a mockery to ask a
man in his state to dinner. But two
ends were served—it prevented bim
#oing back to his own hotel with no one
to help him to resist the temptation
there, and it publicly comautted him to
the course we had taken.

| was president of the day. We sat
down. | explained the circumstances,
with my friend's permission, and said :
* As president, I will order wine in the
way you tequire, but [ and my friend
must neither touch it nor pay for it ; but
will pay an extra price to the landlord
tustead.”

There was some demur, but [ carried
my point. | felt, I think righteousy,
indignant with one, who did all in his
power to persusde our poor friend “to
take a hair of the dog that bit him”"—a
f)iece of mischievous proverbial lore that
s lured mauy a poor struggling wretch
to his ruin,

After this I persuaded my friend to
see a dootor, and then get home as
yaickly as ible. It was Friday after-
noon, and [ arranged with humn t0 meet
me on the following Monday at the Bull
liotel, Sittingbourne, so that we might
travel together,

I said, “ Now come

THE CAMP FIRE.

We tiavelled to
memorablo abtermaon, hemat w custowear | gether till we reached Haustiigs, whero
who hiad often deank with him. e toud our ways parted | shall never forget
humy the state he was in, and the pledge | the difference in the face of our now
he had taken, Po his surprise this o, phappy friend  Health restored, full of
who had sutfered fram debring himself, | vigour and encrgy, ha came to me the
stid i The gentleman who hias per | iast night we were together that journey,
sunded you to do this 1« the best friend (in the Old Swan Hotel, at Hastings, ard
you ever had, and | know it 1s tho only , with a jubilant light on his countenance,
thing that can save vour ife.” sail, % | have done aver £230 to-day, and
To my great detizhit iy triend met me 't helieve 1 could have done a tithe
on Monday. lle was better, though he cof 1t with & gluss of wine inme!”
;nml' felt V"}"y b“")- ,,' ;'el Test at home | Thyee manths after that | met him
& somewhat steadied his nervess A g, | have seldom seen a finer
formidable ifficulty presentel atself. preturs of rude, vobust health,  He was

IMPORTANT.
Tourosro, 134,
Dgan Friksn,

You are respectifully requested to
carefully examine The Camp Firs,
n neat four-page montnly Prohibition
paper, full of bright, pointed, con-
venient facts and arguments : contain
ing also a valuable sminmary of the

lutest news ubout our cauve, L is just

e told me that he hind /n appointment ' :+ beet of i ing "

with one of his best cu«m:lu'ers tlwrn,|:::ﬁ‘(‘!:.(,,:,“;r,t.m spurits, and doing 4 mng

which woulkl probably take lun the! The next .time 1 met him was m|

greater part of the day. ** When dinner Margate, a fow days before the expiration '

time comes he will ask e, as usual, to: ¥ KT ey hs' pled !

dime with huny and he generally pro- o (m,' mx umn% 1 e go

vides an extrn bottle of wine,  Whatean'  * Now, my friend,” | '.'""l' “what about

1say?" ! the pledge~—are you going o drop 1, or
“Tell hun that you are especially en. . Ctrry iton for ever?” :

gaged to meet me at inner to«lay, and! % Drop it!" ho replied. = Why, 1t you

that | can take no excuse. But,” [!oftered me o gluss of wine in one haud’

!

what is needed to inspire workers
and make votes.

The victory won  Last  year wis
only the apening of a campnign in
which the liguor teaftic will do its
utimost to block, delay, and if possible
prevent our sceuring the ennctment
and enforcement of prohibitory law,

added, “wmake a clean breast of it: let ! and a thousand pounds in the other it we have plenty of hard fighting ahead
him know the rtate you are m, and thel wonld drink 1t, I wouldn't doit. Do!lgf na. We mus: keep posted and
pledge you have tuken.” lyou know | huve received no less tlmn{m uipped, knowing all that s bemng
It happened just us he hid anucipated, | four letters of congatulations from llw.,d' p‘ R friend .l foe d
this clienc told him that he had just had [ firm dupmg the last six week upon the | one hy our riends and Toes, an
in some of the best port wine he ever!ehormious incrense in my returns, The, sophistry and misrepresentation that
tasted, and remurked: ¢ Wae will crack | best day's work they ever did for me, will beadvanced.

a bottle, and finish the order afterwarde,” [ Was 1o put me on commission. The Camp Fire will be one of the

| never;
o8 X g de s d ey i ; S ' . :
It was « great temp ation, hut suy (made somuch money in my hfe ! best aids you can have in the struggle.

friend's st:ong will conquered, and he
told s customer exactly how he stond,
When he heard it, to my ltiend’s great
surprise, the generous, kind-hearted
man, a true gentlemar, stretched his
hand across the counter, andd snid: “|
am right glad to hear it; go and dine
with your triend, and thank him for me.
When you have finished come back, an:d
I will tnake the order as lirge as I can.”

This was n powerful lift. The fact was,
thut our friend was highly esteemed
amongst the best of his customers.  They
had seen his dunger, and were glad to
help him to retain his former pomition.

We travelled together for some time.
fle took 4 seat in my trap, sending his
luggage by rail.

Day by day he became freer from the
effects of excess, Each day at dinner
we had to fight the old batile over again.
We were, as a matter of course, un
mercifu.ly chaffed; but [ am pretty
certain the wine drinkers by no means
got the best of it. As a sample of
its g neral effect: When we were din-
ing with n large party at the old Royal
LVak, Dover, the president, whoin | knew
weil to be a sufterer, leant hiy head upon
his hand, and in & most depressed tone
ejuculated, * Well, | can only say [ wish
I could do the same thing.”

“ What,” | exclaimed, *“you know it
does you harm, and you have not the
manliness to say * No!' Come, that 1
not like you, make up your mind, and
jnin us in trying it out.”

But we made no converts that journey,
The whote thing seemed so startling,
My friend's account of hiwmself was
listened to eagerly, and the expeiiment
was watcheld with great interest. | had
anticipated the greatest difficulty with
the lamllords und waiters. [ madeita
point to tell them, asking them tocharge
us something extra for dinner, lo make
up for the profit on the wine. To my
surprise, on the following journey, there
were notices in many of the best hotels,
to the effect that “ Gentleman no: taking
wine at dinner will be charged one
shilling extra.”

Fhis was the real beginning of the
breakdown of the strict wine system on
the South Coast, and with gratitude 1
remember—and that to the honor of the
landlords - no real difficulty was placed
in our way. Many, too, of our con:-
mercial friends, who felt not the slightest
inclination to give up the wine them-
selves, when the facts of the case became
known, gladly helped us all they could.
As an instance ol this, | may state that

some two years after, as [ was about to,
»it down to dinner in one of the best |

known hotels in Brighton, I told the
president, & stranger 10 me, that [ did
not join in the wine.

divided with them the bill. [ wus

saved the trouble of either protesting or,

‘ Verily,
'istandeth take heed lest he tall.”

He at once, some-
what offensively, said that he could not
}"" mit me to sit down with them unless, g5444 holds its 26th annual convention

| “And what about your

children?” | queried.
“lappy as the day is long. | never

nuss reaching home on Saturlays now,

thankfulness for us all. No bad head.
aches. Temper all right. | have a
good chance of saving something for
the rainy day.”

For about four years we met much as
usual on our journeys. The rescued
man way nlways the asame, full of fine
animal spirts; busy as a bee, and the

have said, he was a man of strong will
nnd prompt action. But one thing very
often raised in my mind sirong misgiv.
ings. | knew what great dange: there
was when s constitution like his had
once been saturated and diseased with
strong drink. | had read that even
John QGough, the great Temperance
orator, dare never trust himaelf even to
take the ordinary Sacramental wine,
and was compelled to avoil even the
smell of it to his Jying day. [ felt the
lonly safety for such a man was in
t Christ.  But my friend was not a con.
vertel man. He was a professing
| Christian, nothing more. My poor ef.
{ forts failed to show him the difference.
"fle trusted in his own strength, and
Iluughed at the 1lea of ever going back
| to his old driuking habits,

i But a testing time came. Une morn-
ling, as he was passing down the South
. Eastern line, the train met with an

iaccident. No live were lost, but many

were terribly shaken, and amongst them
’our friend was much nun-nerved, lle
had to lay up for a time. The family
doctor insisted on lus taking port wine,
Alas! alas! How a valusble life has
been wrecked. wives wmade widows, and
children fatherlese, by the light and
careless prescription of a well-meaning
family doctor, who imagines that a fire
brand can be safely thrown into a
building full of inflanmable materal!
‘I'he port wine was taken. The old
devil sleeping with iiim was thoroughly
jaroused. e went from one excess to
another. { met him but once after
that. ©h, how changed! e avoided
| tne by every means in his power.
[ [n one short twelve month« alcoholic
liguors had done their worst, and his
i broken-hearted widow, with eight father-
less children, followed hin to a drunk-
ard’s grave.
#Let him that thinketh he

—Alliance News.

AN IMPORTANT GATHERING.

The National W.C. T, U, of the United

at Seattle Washington, Oct. 20-25. This

retiring, for two or three voices defended ' great organization now represents about
me to the eflect that they knew the| 0,00V local unions in the different States
reason [ did it, and wouli be sorry 10| ng territories. fimilar organisations

see me touch a glass of wine, and that |

it 1 could not sit down neither would
they. The president subsided, and I
quietly enjoyed my dinner.

are in existence in ahout 40 other coun.
tries, nearly all the direct result of the

}eﬂ‘oru of this parent body.

wite and]
1

and Sunday 18 a real day of rest and|

veiy picture of robust henlth. As [

LIt will contain nothing but what you
| need. EKvery number ought to be
| preserved.  You cannot afford to be
without it, and the subscription price
| is only nominal, Twenty-five cents
| per year.

. While a necessity to every prohibi-
i tion worker the The Camp Fire will
! also be of special value for distribution,
Literature won ithe plebiscite victory.
We must keep up the educating work.
Printed matter tells. 1t does its work
continuously, silently, fearlessly and
No form of literature is so generally
read and so potential as the up-to-date
perivdical. It comes with the force
and interest of newness and life. For
this reason the form of a monthly
journal has been selected,

This journal will be in every respect
reliable and readable. Every article
will be short, guod and forcible, con-
tamning nothing sectional, sectarian or
partizan. The liternture of the old
world and the new world will be
ramsacked for the most helpful and
effective materinl. The price is very
low.

Such literature wiil convince many
a meq whom his neighbors cannot
convince. [t will #lk to him quietly,
in hisown home, in hisleisure moments,
when he can listen unintetruptedly,
when he cannot talk back and when
the personality of the talker cannot
interfere with the effect of the talk.

It will ply him with facts, arguments
and appeals, that will inHuence,
mstruct and benefit him. It will set
himi thinking. This is half the battle.
Its wide circulation will swell the
victory that we are about to win. This
is its object.

Your help is asked in this great work.
Every society should subscribe for and
distribute hundreds of copies. This is
the easiest and surest plan of making
prohibition votes. Look at the terms:

Twenty ocopies will be sent
to any one address every
month for six months, for ONE
DOLLAR, payable in advanoe.

On no oiiier plan can a small invest-
ment be made to produce so much of
educative result. One hundred and
twenty copies may he placed in as
many homes, and have more than
HALF A THOUSAND readers. Onedollar
will cover this placing of the claims of
our cause before five hundred people.
Ten dollars may reach FIVE THOUS.
AND. WwILL YOU HELP US?

Address,
F. 8. SPENCE,

51 Confederation Life Building,
Toronto




