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the girl wlîo, yet too young to marry, is sent
to ler betrothed husband's homte because of
lier parent's deatl or extreme pover ty. Her
iiiother-in-la.w resents this mnost velemently.
Why should she be called upon ta feed and
clotle for years the unifortunîate child? .\s tiere
is no one to take the girl's part, she is usually
over-workced, reviled, beaten, and somiietimlies
lialf-starved and driven to sleep withl the dogs
in lier iew home. If the mîîother-inî-law goes
too far, lowever, resource may le liad to a
curious iob law, as far as I knîow only prac-
ticed by the vonien iof China.

Not long ago an orplian girl was sent to live
with lier iîother-in-law, wlo had already one
daughlter-in-law living with lier. The child's
betrotled iusband was an inidustrious business
ian, a good navy years older that, lierself.
He was seldoni at home, and even iwen tlere,
as it was not good forni for liii to take any
notice of his little bride before marriage, lie
knew nothing of liow sle was treated.

Altliouîghi the girl was a gentle, modest
child, afraid to say or do anytlinig contrary to
lier motlier-in-lav's wisles, she was mîîost
cruelly treated. Wien shte vas thirteen years
old she inadvertently did sonetiing to offend
lier iother and sister-in-law, and the two
vonen, wvorking themiselves into a fîendish

rage, killed lier vith scissors, cutting lier flesli
horribly, and slitting her tongue, but leaving
no mark upon lier face.

Wliei she was dead they carefuilly dressed
lier in lier best garments, and, accordinîg to
custoi, vere obligced te send word of lier deatil
to lier aunt, lier only living relative. This
aunt Vas a desperate character, a beggar
woiîan, wlo could hope or fear nothiig f ron
the nagistrates, as she lad not enougih ionev
to make il vorth an oflicial's while to pay any
attention to lier case. She obeyed the suii-
nions at once, and alter carefully examîininîg lie
body of tIe dead child, returnied homte, and
gatlering together thirty or forty woilenî, eacli
arnied vith an awl or sharp pointed instrument,
canie to execute vengeance on the mîîurderers.
The tvo woien, lowever, mîîanaged to hide
theniselves, and the infuriated mob were oblig<r d
to disperse after being assured by the bride-
groom, wlio was lorrified at the dreadiful deatlh
of his bride, tlat a grand and costly funerai
should be given il, lier lionor.

In atiother instance within nv knowledge, a
niotlier-in-law who lad beaten lier dauglhter-in-
law to death did not escape so easily. In thtis
case the murderess vas cauglht by the mob of
woieen armed with awls and sharp netal pins ;
they, dragged lier out into the street, stripped
lier of lier clothing and pricked and jagged lier
furiot.sly. Then they dragged lier over the
stones the wliole leigt of tIe street two or
three tilies, and finall,' left lier, after pushing

a quattity of briars and siall thoris into lier
Ilesli. Slie vas carried hone by lier friends
more dead tian alive. " No one in that vil-
lage lias dared to kill lier daughter-in-law siice
that time," was the sigluicant conclusion given
b' tIe Christian woiai telling Ie tIe story.

It is frighitful to see a wonian deliberately
nourisling wrath," as the Chiiese express it.

'lie word translated " nourishing '' can also
be reidered " kindle ' as ini " kindle a lire,"
and is mîost expressive in connection with the
working up of anger. It was once mîy unfor-
tunate experience to sce my nurse iaid
l nourisli '' or " kindle '' wvrath. One day,

after liaving a quarrel wvith the washermiîai, she
sat down in spite of imiy remionstrances, and
deliberatelv gave way to lier evil passions. Slhe
drev lier breath in with grcat violence at long
and regular intervals, until she becamie wliollv
unconscious of lier surrounsdings.

In this state, viicli lasted about forty liours,
shte threw hersell about violently, and talked
deliriously, especially after 1 liad applied the
mustard plasters vlich I iad lieard vere
effective in sucl cases. Althougli 1 jean to-
wvard lioiæipathiic treatnenît, on thtis occasion
i made two plasters ihick and strong, one foot
broad by two feet long, and applied theni on
ber chest and down lier back. Wiile I was
preparing the plasters mîy cook told mie that
the Chinese vould call one in this w'oman's
condition ' possessed of deiioiis." I an glad
to state that by the aid of ithose iustard
plasters, h exorcised the denons, and, better
yet, that they have never dared to return to
tlat oan!aii

Slhe caime legitiiately by lier temper. She
often told nie of lier grandfatlier, wlio liad a
loiig-wislhed for and only son born to himîî late
in life. He was so greatlv deliglited that he
went in and out of his wife's room, exclaihing,
" A ren't you happy ! aren't you happy !" Alter
repeatedly replying in the aflirmative, the old
lady finally, beconiiîg irritated, answered em-
piatically, " No, I am not happy." Wliere-
upon the old man l nourished wrrati," rcfused
to eat and drink, and died in a fewv days.
Serious illness or death often follows this de-
liberate giving away to aliger.

Woieen who clainm to be posses.,ed of a
fox or a wolf god " are niucli feared and

reverenced by the Chinese. I once asked an
intelligent Christian woian, Su May, vlietier
she lad known an' wonen claiming this pos-
session. She anîswered that she liad met witlh
very few, and those ail clainied to be possessed
of a "l fox god." Wlen a pupil in one of our
Christian schools, she had been allowed by the
iatron, wlo lad not yetgivcn up ail lier hieatlien

superstitions, to witness the atteipted ieailing
of a very sick child by a woania possessed of a
" fox god."


