___THE BRITISH AMERICAN CULTIVATOR.

For fhe Cullivator.

Sesing that in your last nomher you have
javited your esteemed friend from Water-
down, to favour you with an iflustration of
the p.obable iluties and benefits of a General

. Board of Agricuiture for Canada, I send

you the following remarks on that aubjoct‘

confident that neither your esteemed friand,
yourself, nor your readers will look upon,
my doing soas an unreasonble interference;
as there can be little doubt that what I have
te communicate, will ba in accordance with
his more comprehensive views and coming as
it does from one residing ina part of the
Province far distant from Water Down, who
hau never had the pleasure of an interchange
of ideas on that or any other subject with
your esteemed correspondent, may be the
mose strengly corroberative in o far as our
opinions are found to agree.

The Agricultural class in Canada at pre-

, stnt, a¢ & body, possess Lut little influence
little wealith, little knowledge of their pro-
fession, and little general information com.
pared o what they ought to possess, from
their number, the respectability and indis.
ponmble utility of their profession. That
smion gives strengih, waswell demonstrated
in the days of old by the bundle of sticks
whioh, when separated, were easily broken
bat, when united, were not, from the support
they afiorded one anothers and the expres-
slon divide.and conguer, is equally plain, and

‘Ju the present dwy greatly in practice.

Tn painting out as you desire, the proba.
Yle duties and benefits of a General Board
of Agrieulture, it were in my opinion more
fnjuripus than profitable, to enter into a
minute detail, rince it is found that while
many will agreo on a principle, and on the
neosseity of effacting some important mea-
sure, the details thereof, a.e often subject
to great diversity of opinion. Witnese, for
instanoce, the diversity of opinions amonget
men on the sacred word of God, while they
all profess obedience to His law, and that
their various comments are for the interest
of man, both in this world 2nd in that which
s to eome.

It may be hoped, however, that it would
st leava much Yoom for differences of
epinion, to say, that it wonld be part of the
doty of the Board of Agriculture, to unite
the agriculturs! interest of Canada,and that
is g0 maks ® strong, and when it shall have
acquired the st k, which is the conse-
quence of ummtﬁm is little doubt that,
in that Board of Agriculture, theie shall
be found sufficient intelligence, energy, and
discretion to effect some good.

Let us take pattern from all of the most
civilised classes, ordere, and professions of
men ; the pious clergy, the public legislator,
the speculator, and intelligent {merchant
the , practitioner in law, and in mediciner
down to the poor Paisley weaver, and Man,
chester cotton.spinner ; who all demoustrate
0 ue that union gives sirength. It i highly

mportant, sccording to my views of the

subject, that this Glzenl Board of Agricul-
save, should as early s Jormed, communi-

cate their views to the Bxecutive Govern-
ment, and that the prospectus of their pro-
ceedinzs, should be such as the Government
would be likely to approve and patronize,
for admitting, what none can deny, that the
prosperity of this Province depeuds on the
proaperity of its agricultural interest, and
that there is no questicn, but the Govern-
ment of the country is anxwus to promote
the gencral prosperity ; clear reasoning and
proper representations from such Board,
would no doubt, receive some attention fromn
the Governmert. JIndeed such a Board
patronized by the Government, might be
highly conducive to the carrying jnto effect,
many of the measures of the Government,
and especially in the education of the rising
generation.

If a practical illustration is wanted of the
benefits and duties of a Board of Agriculture,
we may refer to the Board of Trade of To.
ronto, Quebec, and Montreal, from 2]l of
which are sent forth to the public, matter
not only edifying 'to the mercantile class,
and to the public in general, but what is of
much real practical use and importance to
the farmer, and I believe I may venture to
say, that in sume cases the reporte of such
Boards contain more real useful infgrmation
to the Government than the collective wis.
dom of the House of Assembly (the mercan,
tile men excepted,) could afford on the
subjects to which such reports advert. This
General Board of Agriculture, could do
much good in collecting, condencing, and
circulating 2mongst the farmers the moat
useful information connected with the pro_
fession. They might be instrumental in
showing in a more clear, condensed, and
uniform view, the disabilities under which
the agriculturist labours, and petitioning
with more force and effect for the desired
amelioration. They might aid in prevent-
ing the circulation and signing of many
useless and sometimes injnrious petitions,
which are laid before farmers, purporting to
be prayers for what is the public good while
the real object 1. aither self interest, or if
not may be sb6 worded as to injure the cause
it was intended to espouse. Take as an
instance of this, a petition got up ahout two
years ago inthe Home District, to the Jmpe.
Tial Government, praying for protection to
the agricultural interest of Canada, and
assigning as a reagom, “that when wheat
was higher in America than in Europe, that
article was of less value in Canada than in
the United States, because a duty was levied
on foreign wheat in the States, but none was
levied ia Canada ;" or, words to that effect,
Now should the farmers of Canada general.
ly sign such a petition, and that it should go
before the Imperial Parliament, its.eflects
could not fail to be ipjurious to the agricul-
tural interest in Canada—becausa if we
have no belter cause to show, why a duty
should be levied on agricultural produce
than that petition contains, we never should
have that duty. Fortunately, the petition
met with deserved opposition, and it is to be
hoped never found ity way to the Mother

eountry. .
n A

Aunother potition 18 now got up jn ‘Foronto
which minds me much of an axiom, that says
{*1f a resolution is 1o be moved to which you

aro opposed, move it yourselfy and do it in

such a way as to mako it missarry.”” This
{ peition has four paragraphe of reasoning, os
of matter showng certain facte, which it
'may be presumed are intended to justify, and
nder reasonable, the piayer of the petition.
In this comnunication there i not _rooin to
quote this petition, it may bo remarked of
s firat paragraph ; that it does notstrengthen
the petition, to limit its subscribers to farm.
ers, but on the contrary weakens it; and
many of the most intelligent merchants in
the Province, even the managers of Bank
institutions, would sign a petition for agri.
cultural protection.

Of the second paragraph it may be remark-
ed that st 1s not the present Jow prices that
the agriculturist rests his claim for protec,
tion on, but on a general principle, that he
has aught toit, whether prices are at present
ruinously low or not. Passing over the
third paragraph, it may be said of the fourth,
that the Legislature of this couniry, bave
already passed a law inposing a duty en
American wheat, and thex doing this, was
highly praiseworthy under the circuinstancesy
and how can we now sign a petition which
says, “petitioners have no wish to have any
restrictions on such articles of Agricultural
produce or merchandise as are introduced for
the purpose of being exporied 1o Europe or
elsewhere” In the same paragraph, the
petition, “represents that the benafits enjoyed
by the United States farmer, by having our
markets open to him, are not reciprocated.’”
Suppose Lord Stanley should so arra: uge it
with the American Mimster in London, that
Congress should immediately pass.a law
granting this reciprocity of open markets in
the United States to the farmers of Canada, -
in order to put an end to qur complaints,
would that benefit the agricultural interest
of Canada$ No. because our market is
generally better than theirs ; and before the
Americans come to a conviction that this
reciprocity would benefit rather than injure
we had better lay aside the unmeaning ex-
pression, till we have something to export to
the United States, that shall command
geverally, 2 better price than we can obtain
in the British market, where we are favour.
ed, or in our own home market on the banks
of the St. Lawrence. -~ .

The prayer of this petition is not-suffi.
cientlycomprehensive, it enumerates certain
articles, and leavas out many,on which duties
ought to be levied. Indian corn for instance,
of which one establishment near Kingston,
converts about £5,000 worth annuslly inte
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whiskey. . . .
The prayer of the petition should be fora
duty on all agricultural produce, i sddition
to what is therein enumerated.
Tax Pirrssyrc Fazxuzza.

May 25th, 1843. : : :
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