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The Story of Isaac Brock

place h!m with « Protestant clergyman in Rotterdam for
one y to complete his education.

His vacations now were few; his visits to the Island
flyiiiK ones. But the old life still fascinated him. His
physique developed as the weeks flew by, and ho became
more and naore a striking personality. This was doubly
true, for wh.le he remained the champion srimmer, ho
was also the best boxer of his class, besides e.^cellinR in
every other manly sport. In tugs-of-war and " uprooting
the gorse he had no equals, but a sense of his educational
deficiencies kept him at his books.
He had only passed his sixteenth birthday when, one

wild March morning in 1785, he was handed an important-
looking document. It was a parchment with the King's
seal attached, his commission of ensign in the 8th Regi-
ment. Isaac at once joined the regimental depot in
iingland. It was evident that his lack of learning would
prove a barrier to promotion. He found that much of
the leisure hitherto devoted to athletic sports must be given
to study. Behind " sported oak," while dust accumu^ted
on boxing-glove and foil-noither the banter of his brother
officers nor his love for athletics inducing him to break
th, .-esolution-he bent to his work with a fixitv of purpose
that augured well for his future.

In every man's life there are milestones. Isaac Brock's
life may fairly be divided into five periods. When he
crossed the threshold of his Guernsey home and donned
the uniform of the King he passed his first milestone


