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‘ THE Difeovery of a NW Paffage, has been a favourite
Objet of Purfuit, from the remoteft period of our
. Navigation ; but the carly idea of fuch a Paffage has

been much mifconceived, for it did not mean what has
becn in modern Times underftood by the NW _Pa]age.

| The_ idea, when that Paffage was firft attempted by

‘the Englith, was to reach the Coaff of Cataya, or Tartarsy

by failing to the Nerthward of America ; This appears

* clearly by the Maps, belonging to Sir meﬁ'éy Gilbert's

Difconrfe, written in 1566, printed 1576; and to
the Voyages of Frobifber, publithed in 1578: The
laft having found an Opemng on the Eaff of Groenland,
named it Frobiber’s Strait, fuppofing it led Weffward to
the Head of the Strait of Anian, and thence Southward
€ Fapan. A very fhort Track, indeed, from this Coun-

try, if The Sea had been nav:gablc.

This Fat being mcontefhble, ¢ that by the Strait of Anian
“ was then meant, The Strait, at the Eaft Extremity of

< Afis, now called Bhering’s Strait,” Every antecedent
Report of any Voyage having been made by a NW Paflage, -

muft have a reference to the alledged Paflage, on the
North of AnERicA, by what may be called the Hyper-
borean Sea: and not to what is now meant by a NW
Paflage, through AMerica. '
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