| (19) o
tween us upon this fubje&, I did not hear a fingle
reafon that in any tolerable manner accounted for
the Company’s conduct. IR

"TuE ftone-fort at Churchill-river was once men-
tioned ; and the captain informed me, that it was
very badly executed after I Jeft it for fome parts
had fallen, which were ¢Bliged to be rebuiltj and
cthers were ready to fall': bue that which- I had
conducted, he faid, ftood firm, and he believed
wouldcontinue to ftand. I was willing o diftover
the true ¢aufe of this mifmanagement, and, there-
fore, faid, that I greatly wondered the Company
did not take more care of abuilding of fuch im-
portance. But I foon perceived that the fubjeét
was teo tender to cwell upons for the captain an-
fwered me" with great referve. He faid encugh,
however, to convince me, that the Company had
not the well-building of the fort at-heart, but de-
fired the name more than -the thing itfelf,- which
they might furely have purchafed at a much cheaper
rate. 1 hope I {hall netofe the good opinion of
the reader, by mentioning thefe things, - which
would ot have efcaped e, if I did not think that’
the making known every teftimony I could procure
in confirmation of thefe fadts tended to the good of
my ‘country;’ my obligations to promote which fu-
perfede the rights of ptivate converfation, if they
are not made facred by a promife of fecrecy. "

Orr Cape-farewell we difcovered feveral fail of
thips, and gave chace to a veffel larger than the
reft, (for'we were four in company) which afterwards
proved to be a Dutchman. When we were got near
the Savage-Iflands in Hudfon’s-firaits, the Efki-
maux for feveral days came off to us in great num-
bers, and ‘gave us, in exchange for whatever we
thought” fit to offer them, whalebone,- {ea-horfe-
teeth, feal-fkins, furs, and even the apparel they
had on. A few days after we thought we }éa(}
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