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CHAPTER 1.
JOHN CABOT NOT A VENETIAN BY BIRTH.

IT is still 2 mooted question with certain writers

whether John Cabot, the discoverer of the -
American Continent, was by birth a*Venetian or a '
Genoese.

Henry VII. calls him in 1496 and 1498 “Civis
~ Venetiarum :—Venetian citizen,” and ¢ Venetian.”
In the same years, when speaking of him, Lorenzo
Pasqualigo, a native of Venice, uses the expression :
“ Nostro Venetiano :—Our Venetian [countryman]” ; 4
and Raimondo di Soncino, the Milanese ambassador, S
that of “uno populare Venetiano:—a Venetian - ;
plebeian.” Finally, he calls himself, in a petition
addressed to the King of England, March 5th, 1496, )
¢ John Kabotto, citezen of Venes.”!
In the s5th century, the term “ Venetian citizen”
applied to three desc¢riptions of individuals, viz. : (@)
a native of the city of Venice; (4) one born within -
the limits of the *“ Duchy,” or Dogado, that is, the
original territory of the Republic; and (¢) a foreigner
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course of the present work, when ,

quoting, we shall spell the namestrictly
as it is in the document cited.
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