 GRAVE GIVES
P TS DEAD

Twenty Days Entombment
Mine Thirteen Men
Come Out Alive.

RED AWFUL HORROHS

artling Sequel to the Recer
earful Mining Disaster
in France.

ETZ, France, March 30.—The dis-
aster at the Courrieres coal mines
had a startling sequel today
thirteen miners were taken ont

after having endured unspeakable

r's during twenty days of entomb-
The story, as far as has been

iscloses “that they lived for many
on putrified horse meat and in the

from scores of the corpses of
dead fellow-workmen., The pres-
bf human flesh would speedily have
the starving men to resort to the
esperate extremity if their rescuec
ot oceurred. The survivors were

young miners, from 17 to 23
of age, except their leader. Henri

, who is 38 years old. Although
ason of the terrible effects of their
ience, being emaciated, exhausted
linded, their rescue caused tem-
vy nervous lucidity, during which
greeted their relatives and graphic-
Hetailed their sufferings. The doc-
lhen enforced quiet upon them, fear-
he results of fever and poisoning
their having eaten decayed horse
There were touching scenes as
and “mothers greeted those whem
had
Long Given Up as Dead
ds besieged the hospitals to which
nen were taken, cheering the sur-
s and imprecating the. ineflicient
e of the salvage work that followed
diately after the disaster. The
e of these thirteen men roused the
in many families that others are
and the relatives of those whose
L have not been recovered clam-
v demanded that efforts be re-
ed to bring out any possible sur-
bre is a report that in addition (o
hirteen, men who were brought out
b mine today there were five others
ame with them almost to the bot-
the pit, but were unable to come
br on account of their exhaustion.
b total frumber of men missing after
astropne ‘was: 1,252 Fhe. bodies
ered approximately numbered: 500,
here are still unaccounted for ap-
mately . 700.
orably Inefficient. Rescue Work
engineers' explain that smoulder-
mbers prevented them from explor-
bmote passages of the mine, xyhere
thought there could be no survivors. ) ¢
mine owners also assert that the
of miners reduced the number of
ers available, Many engineers and
Hists agree ‘that all in thﬂe mine
have died long ago. Engineer
b, however, dissents, asserting (h:n.‘,
kalvige work has been deplorably
bient, and he believes that scores
of exhaustion on aecount of the
work of the salvage companies.
e sudden appearance of the im-
ned men caused stupefaction. ‘_‘\
had just completed their night’s
when they were startled to see 2
b of miners terribly haggard and
isted, appear from a remote part
t No. 2. The strongest of the
stated that they had broken out
Histant gallery where they had been
hbed since the disaster.
ben the resened men were taken to
urface they
Were Unable to See
to the dazzling daylight.
were able to talk sensibly, thou
They all asked for news of re-
s and friends and wished to g0 to
homes immediately, but _were
to a hospital instead. ‘Lur;e
s besieged the milﬁes later exp the
earing of further esecapes.
'f &at o%hers of the entombed
s are alive and about to be brought
heir signals having been heard.
s of the men rescued today, 2 man
d Nemi, said that for the last elg)h.l‘
the party ate bark off the tm)bnl!:
the mine. Later they fo.und lt :‘,
hposed body of a horse, which T,l“ \
p and ate with hay. The S‘”"]“«I
roke up portions of the decompose
meat.
Survivor Tells of Horrlo;rs e
i was the first of the min i
;,c::vpl;?i, described their lmprlif’;:;
as follows: = ‘*‘After the e;\'Pl"iﬂ
Ipped my way about, stumbling (r’,ug_
s and seeking refuge fwmrthtft Err;d
1 found some comrades sl.\i‘ C'“d
remote niche. We ate earth .1‘.0_
for eight days and then these D
hs gave out.
Ve continued to gro i
seseeking an outlet from our'l)‘}i-l‘::
were forced back time after t <
ound some hay which we at;z ?w
days after we found a dead e
we cut up and ate with  the o
bark. We suffered most from “;-‘me
ater. Finally we became d?sge ol
separated into three pi{rtlejl iy
hunicated with each other by “h air
night we felt a draft of fres ing.”
h finally guided us to an opening.
Suffering From Poison
e doctors have forbidden th A bl
to do any further talking. ~ s
r arrived at the hospital soon s
pscue became known and 2 to;u Ql]:‘
tollowed. Crowds of DeOD‘GEA o1
dod the hospital where the escape
are being treated.

jer, angth

2\3 If):‘:;;l,ersa’ild:"’ “Nemi’s S‘torfot’j
t except that he forgot th‘e c;rthév
found some in a stab'le an scut‘;]
ed our best meal.” The rekne:-'.\-
are being kept in semi-dar oy
or Loutiers, who is in charge © E e
nts, says that eatmg, deg'omvfr-um
b produces ptomaine pqmomus,

h the men are -suffering.

e gt
HEAT, GEESE  AND DUCKS:.

o inter
acheod, AMa. M;l‘lt‘f‘hn ';(\)y;r_l;?nﬂ
ht is in prime condition. =
ducks are bere in great numberse

s

The

gh

pe among the

e survi-

er member of the

R ——
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PLANS OF ALPE
“CLUB OF CANA

Dr, Herdman of Calgary Explains
Aims and Objects in Inter-
esting Interview.

A SUMMER CAMP AT YOHO PASS

Constitution Has Been Adopted
and List of Officers
Elected.

Mr. Wheeler,*"who has climbed more
than a half-hundred of the highest peaks
in Canada, prepared a circular regard-
ing mountaineering some months ago,
and sent it cautiously to a few names
and circles writes Dr. Herdman in the
Manitota Free Press, Years before,
this subject had . been talked over in
towns much nearer to the Rockies than
Winnipeg, and had been laughed at. But
Canada is perhaps coming to be more
loyal and fairly interested in its splen-
did heritage of scenery., At any rate,
letters came back endorsing the idea of
a club, The Free Press, and an enthu-
siastic Winnipeg writer, who should be
made Secretary of the association, kept
the proposition prominently before the
public; details of recent. amateur climbs
drifted in gquietly from various places
in the west; then the C. P. R. brought
matters to a climax by giving special
transportation rates -for . delegates to
come and discuss the formation of an
Alpine club. So delegates are to be here
all the way from Vancouver to Halifax,
next week, this city being the chosen
heaaquarters. Then Mr. Wheeler
thought carefully over the great moun-
tain ranges and picked out a peak called
the “Vice-President,” rising from the
charming Yoho valley, and fully 10,000
feet above sea-level. Here is a .magni-
ficent opportunity for the qualifying of
climbers. Two large camps are to be
established in July at the base of the
mountain. The packers and outfitters
of Banff, Laggan and Field have of-
fered to convey the party from the C.
P. R. to the Yoho trail free of charge.
Swiss guides will take charge of ‘the ex-
pedition for the climb, with accompani-
ment of Alpine ropes and ice axes; and
there should be journalists from many
parts of Canada to tell about the flow-
érs in the passes, and: the snow fields
and glaciers, and the rock slopes Iead-
ing to _the summit, as well as the whole
excursion and the varied panorama of
the renowned valley. For “Yoho” is
an Indian word and means an exclama-
tion of delight—certainly a grander dis-
trict could not have been selected—and
it is recorded that this valley, full of
wonders was first visited by Mr. Habel,
from Germany,. and then .  examined
throughout by Mr. Whymper, of Eng-
land, first conqueéror of the Matterhorn
—bat if -you want to hear of the ear-
Mést! visit' of “al, t ask My, :Ponr v ilson,
of Bauff. .. AL el T o LT
_ In' the United States there are’ three.
mountain clubs. The most famous is
the American Alpine: club, with head-
quarters at &’hiladelphia.~ many of its
members having achieved much daring
and made many seientific studies—very
largely in connection with our Cana-
dian mountain ranges. Four Canadians
are included in its list of membership;
and quite good naturedly the ciub had
offered .to permit a Canadian section to
be formed, but in answer to a query in
this connection in Mr. Wheeler’s circu-
lar of. last fall, most replies went
straight for a Domihion organization.
No doubt, in the future, the American
clubs and the association to be formed
in a few days in ‘Winnipeg will come
into valuable and helpful “relationship
to one another, exchanging literature,
photogrgphgs and information, and per-
haps climbing some new peaks in com-
pany. =
What are the reasons for forming an
Alpine club in Canada? Some think
that such an association would mean
a great many dangers and loss of ufe;
others will feel that it will roll up ex-
penses; with many there is a great
apathy in respect of mountain scenery
and the climbing of rugged heights;—
but let us consider a few points. Kirst,
there are a great many tourists and
mountain climbers who come every year
to our €anadian Rockies. = Who are
these people? Do they come from Van-
couver or Calgary, or Winnipeg, or
eastern Canada? They come from all
countries of Hurope and from the States
of the great republic, but how seldom
one meets in the mountains a Canadian!
Many well-to-do people go from our ecit-
les to far off countries, to come in touch
with scenery and sights; why have we
not the same feeling towards the sub-
lime scenery of the mountains?

Again, climbing is a splendid exer-
cise; it strengthens the muscles, gives
one good physical health; probably most
of us need some exercise of this very
kind, and an element of adventure ought
to be something to be counted upon.
Will any sight make imagination more
enthusiastic than a range of mountains?
Azain, consider the details that can be
taken in by the eye when you stand on
a mountain shoulder or peak. Should
We not take an interest in the valleys
and snow fields and glaciers, the per-
spective. and light and shade, and the
Wild game and the pure air, and views
which are like panoramas in the midst
of the Jofty ranges? Where and how
for zoology, botany, and geology, could
better teaching come than from the
mountain slopes? Again, there is an
ethical help in mountain climbing. One
feels that'the mountains are orderly,
well placed, and not conflicting with one
another. If one views life in this way,
It gives him an idea of stable conditions
and an orderly array of actions, and a
bure air to breath and splendid sights
to see and heights to conquer. In fact,
the peaks appeal to one’s conscience—
they seem to speak reproachfully of
things small and mean, envious and evil.
You will Jeatn helpful lessons and read
any parables and receive into your
leart hints thrown out from the moun-
tain ranges and the fascinating scenery
that is outspread on every, side. Take
bhotographs as you go, make sketches,
Store up the chambers of imagery with
splendid 'memories and pure ideas!

\.\s to the dangers of 'climbing, why
there is no comparison im “the line of
verils with any other kind of e¢lub
WVhatever. There are far more dangers
'n connection with hunting, for instance,
Yachting, football, or any other of the
Dopular games of the day. There has
been only one death in our mountains
from climbing all these years; that was

some men from the States ventured to-
L gether on a slope of rotten rock, follow.-
mg a leader adventurous and daring,
but not as cautious as a mountaineer
should be in dangerous places. ‘There
is' little danger if you exercise self-re-
stfaint and prudence, and have learned

niethods of a trained Swiss gunide. One
has far more risks in connection with
rotten sidewalks and falling sign boards
and ‘dangerous ditches im a dark or win-
dy night than ever on mountain ridges
or peaks! Further, the Alpine ch}b
of Canada may be able to get trails
cut through the timber and have shelter
huts built on the shoulders of mountains
strategically placed for climbing tours.
One may well recognize the good work
done in this direction by the Tourist as-
sociation of Vancouver, under whose
auspices trails have have been cut to
Grouse mountain and other summits
near the coast. There is a trail from
the base of Cheam, opposite Agassiz,
and 12 miles from the town of Cuuli-
wack, up to the ridge, whence a splen-
did view unfolds of faroff lakes and the
Fraser valley, of Puget sound and of
Vancouver Island. Revelstoke is doing
also some similar work of this kind, and
contemplates the publication of a month-
ly magazine telling ‘of the local scenery.
As far as I can remember, there are but
five cabins in the mountains: One on
the saddle on Mount Fairview at Lake
Louise, one at the outlet of Lake Ag-
nes, two others (dilapidated) at Marion
lake on Mount Abbott and in the Asul-
kan pass, and an excellent little shelter
in the Rogers amphitheatre at the foot
of the Hermit glacier., There are many
trails round Lake Louise and Desolation
valley and Emerald lake, and radiating
out from Glacier house and working
their way through most of the valleys
and passes in the mountain ranges, as
well as in many side issues but there
is room for many more, e.g., a trail to
connect Bear creek at Rogers pass with
‘Cougar creek and the caves of Cheops;
traus through wooded slopes that would
lead to summits around Banff; a trail to
Mount Begbie on the Columbia; trails to
the Golden Ears, near the coast; trails
into the .interior valleys of Vancouver
Istand, and in many ~other delightful
places. And members of an alpine club
in vanada could do some climbing in the
winter. I have gone up in January on
skis to the summit of the Asulkan pass,
ana in February with snowshoes to the
¢rest' of Mount Abbott. Winter days
present some good facilities for climb-
ing; it is cooler work, the glaciers are
safer to travel over, the peaks énd slopes
are fascinating in the sunlight, chiselled
to all appearances out of purest marble.

. The proposed constitution of the
"‘Alpine Club of Canada” makes provi-
sion for honorary members, active mem-
bers, graduating members, "associate
members. The officers will probably
consist of a president, vice president, a
secretary, a treasurer, a librarian; with
an executive committee. A library will
surely be established, for the publica-
 tions of the~club and books npon the
mountains, and maps, photographs. and
works of art relating to mountain Scen-
ery and records. And there is talk of
organizing & summer camp in some suit-
able part of the mountains each year.
To. be qualified in that way to ascend
the heights that are demanded by ev-
ery strenuous mountain club, to matri-
culate through the stages of lower climb-
ing. up -to the standards:on.which Al-
-pinists count; and from which one éan
discern & panorama of” peaks and gla-
ciers on -every side—will this not ‘put
our, Alpine club into a most excellent

dhe first

|.condition.?. Let.July.
-and greatest-day of .enthustasm’' Fhat
Canada has ever felt for her sublime
mountains. i

- ANTHRACITE COAL RATES.. :

President States Increased Price Has

Added! Little to Profits.
-+ New York, March 29.—David Wil-
cox, president Deleware, Lackawana
and Western Railway company, made a
statement today to the effect that the
increased price of coal during the last
few years has only added very. slightly
to the profits of the: anthracite coal
operators.

PONEER PANTER
TARES HS LIF

Suicide Yesterday of H.B.Rendle
a Long Time Resident
of Victoria.

In what was apparently a fit of de-
spondency, H.B. Rendell of this city yes-
terday aftermoon committed suicide by
cutting his throat from ear to ear, while
engaged in repapering the home of Mr.
Wylde, Fort street.

The deceased went to work yesterday
and was engaged in the front bedroom
during the day. He appeared to be
very cheerful and spoke very pleasantly
with Mrs. Wwylde, who went into the
room while he was working. During
the afternoom Mrs, Wylde happened to
be in the next room and as she did not
hear him moving she went in to investi-
gate, but he was not there, "Thinking
that nothing unusual had happened, she
went on with her household duties till
she heard what she thought was some one
groaning. She went to investigate and
still he was not to be seen. The noise
continued and appeared to be in the bath
room. She knocked at the door and re-
ceived no response. She again knocked
but could not receive any reply, She
‘then pushed open the door and saw the
unfortunate man lying on the floor in a
pool of blood. )

Mrs, Wylde ran to a neighbor’s and
rang up for the patrol wagon and as it
‘happened ‘Dr. Carter was passing and
she called him in. He attended the man
ag best he could and by the time he was
dressing the wound the wagon had ar-
rived and he had the unfortunate man
quickly removed to the Jubilee hospital,
where he passed away shortly after-
wards. *

On examination, it was found that he
had used his paper hangers’ knife, and
had completely severed the jugular vein
and trachea on the right side,

On an examination of the house it
was found that deceased left all his be-
longings on the mantlepiece in the room
where he was working, as well as a
note written on a piece of waii paper in
wiich he said “Good Bye” to those he
left behind and signed it with_his ini-
{ - | T PR 4 ! .
The deceased was well known-.in the
city, having resided here for a number
of years. Htie leaves a wife and tw_o
daughters apd thrée sons to mourn his
Joss, all residing in this eity, with the
exception of two of the sons, who are
in California.

the use of an ice axe, and studied the .

WAE OF RGBT
OUTBREAK IN CHINA

Events Leading Up to the Re-
cent  Murder of the
Missionaries.

o ODSPUTE WITH A MAGISTRATE

In the Tussel Which Followed
Official Was Fatally
Wounded.

Advices received from Shanghai by
the Empress of Japan show that
Magistrate Kiang of Nanching was
murdered and the massacre of mis-
sionaries which followed, six French
priests, including Lacruche, who is
alleged to' have killed the magistrate,
and Mr. and Mrs. Kingham and. two
children, English missionaries, being
killed, was to avenge the magistrate’s
death. The body of the magistrate
was examined by British and Ameri-
can doctors on' the arrival of the war-
ships and a certificate given that death
was not due to suicide,” as alleged in
the report to the French authorities.
Many contradictory stories are pub-
lished, but the clearest narrative is
published by the North China Daily

missionary. - He -writes that Lacruche,
called Wang by the Chinese, invited
the magistrate to supper to discuss
troubles of the previous year which
were being adjusted. Several culprits
who had attacked the French mission
were at large, and a demand was
made for these or payment of a large
indemnity, and demand was also made
for the release of six members of the
Catholic Church who were implicated
in a murder. The magistrate said
he could not agree to this; and La-
cruche, - enraged, said that if Kiang,
the magistrate, died the matter would
easily be settleds A scuffle ensued
and the magistrate broke away. A
knife had been put.in his hand, with
which he cut himself slightly. Im-
‘mediately afterward he was struck by
a weapon .in the hands of another
person—the magisirate said before
death it was someone who came to
aid the .priest. This- weapon, be-
lieved to have been a pair of scissors,
cut the aesophagus and the governor
fell, being left there -dying. The
magistrate’s attendants had been left
outside, because of the- discussion of
private bissiness. During the priest’'s

found- the. magistrate ~lying in a pool
of blood. . He made signs to bring a
tablet, upon- which he wrote, asking
his brother to be brought and that
he +had been killed, Wang being the
guilty party. He reguested that no
disturbance  take place: The family
of the dying man ' and the prefect

seene.

trate accusing him. The:city was in

/{& “tumult ‘when the news was noised

about, and a. mieeting was held, a huge
gathering.
orderly procedure and calmness, but
the méb  cried  “Kill! Kill!” Strong
détion ‘by the magistrate” would have
prevented the mpssacre ‘which - fol-
lowed, but Nanchang had been known
as a notably anti-forelgn section,
There were constant: troubles because
of assumption ' of official rank by
French - 'priests. Some - attempt was
made té contwwol the mob, but the.sol-
diers sent were insufficient. The
French mission, where the killing took
place, was first attacked. Wang was
at dinner and set fire to an outbuilding
to create -a diversion, hoping thereby
to escapé. . He reached the house of
a. Kiangsi railway official,. which was
wrecked, and Wang escaped by the
back door, fighting valiantly, but he
was -followed through the streets,
overpowered and beaten to.death near
the city- gate. Five French priests,
teachers at a boys’ school, escaped
over the wall, being let down with
ropes, and endeavored to hire a boat
to escape by river. They were stoned
to death in a pond.
. Attack on Mission

‘While this horrible business went on
another mob attacked the Brethren
Mission, near Wang's premises. Mr.
and Mrs. Kingham and two children,
English, were in charge here. Morn-
ing 'service was abruptly stopped and
the missionaries tried to escape. Mr.
Kingham was struck down as soon as
he came out, and his wife, who fol-
lowed him, was knocked down. An
officer of the city guard tried to succor
them and got them into a garden,
where they hid in a pond. A Chinese
nurse heroically saved the youngest
child. She ran through--the street
with the youngest child in her arms,
and although beaten severely, her faee
and head bleeding profusely, she saved
her charge.’ Another girl was beaten
terribly and died after being taken to
a boat by rescuers, ;

Missionaries of the China inland
migsion were saved by a cavalry regi-
ment charging - and- scattering the
crowd, but the Soldiers were too late
to save the big Catholic premises out-
side the city from destruction. The
inmates, having warning, had escaped.
Miss Warr of the Kingham mission
was in a Chinese house and remained
hidden until opportunity offered for
escape.
Other missionaries throughout the
district. were notified and  all . were
escorted to boats  and taken down
river to Kiukiang, where gunboats soon
arrived. Thirty-two were saved and
nine perished. . The arrival of gun-
boats caused a panic and thousands of
persons fled from Nanchang, a large
walled city of over a million people.
The finding of a parcel of bombs by
gendarmes at the Peking railway sta-
tion has again caused consternation
to the court, and the forces of newly
organized foreign modeled Manchu
troops in Pekin have been trebled and
artillery mounted in the palace pre-
ecincts. The military preparations
caused alarmist reports and Pekin was
for a time panic-stricken. The Hoachi
aof Tokio publishes a despatch. that
many revolutionaries are congregating
at Pekin. i
The Kokumin, ‘official organ of the
Japanese government, . publishes a
significant article stating that Amer-
ica is over-nervous concerning the
situation in China. The Kokumin
thinks there will be no serious na-
tional disturbance, although local out-
breaks may. occur, and says .Japan
stands . with "America in all respects

An inquest will-be held on the remains

b Mt. Lefroy, near Lake Louise, when

this morning at 11 o’clock. :

regarding Ching.. The Tokio paper

News from the pen of an American

absence the. attendants .canme in and

soon: arrived and there was a pitiable
5 Two  hundred; -troops sug- |4
rounded=the: premises and Wang. was
‘arrested 'avid  ‘eohfronted; the” magis-

Some speakers counselled

engendering - - anti=foreign - feeling in
China and says “intelligent American
will not éntértaie &ih 4 _mistaken
idea.” 3 S Fea ok

Japan is‘in. polificaFturmoil regard-
ing the proposed staté purchase of the
railways of Japan. All the news-
bapers attack the measure, and Count
Kato’'s resignation ffom the cabinet
was 'to oppose the move. The Jap-
anese diet is said to favor the measure
by a majority of about 25 or 30.
Thirty-two systems are to be pur-
chased, twenty times three years’ net
profits being the basis of purchase,
payment to be made in two years.

The United States battleship Ore-
gon was at Yokohama  when the
Empress of Japan- sailed on March 17,
and was hemebound. ; The Oregon had
a homeward bound pennant of silk, 700
feet long, bought in China.

Advices of extreme suffering of na-
tives in the Caroline group, following
the severe typhoon; are given in let-
ters faom Captain Montgomery of the
San Francisco whaling bark Alice
Knowles. The natives were without
food except roots of wild yams, when
he called in January, and he. endeav-
ored to Jand biscuit, flour and potatoes
to relieve the sufféring; . but pey-
mission was refused by the authorities
unless he paid:#300 marks for a trad-
ing licence. At Saipan it was as at
Ponape, and as the whaling captain
was unwilling to pay for the privilege
of being charitable, he sent no food
on shore.

U. S. AMBASSADOR'S RECALL.
Representative to Austria Explains His
Sudden Dismissal.

Vienna, March 2%—The retiring
American . .ambassador - to Austria-
Hungary, Bellamy _Storer, returned
here from Egypt today. In an inter-
view with the correspondent of the
Associated Press on the subject of his
recall he said; “My resignation was
{requested March 6 in a telegram from
{the President, and was sent 'in March
{7..- I have not seen what the news-
papers have been saying and I have
been ill and not been allowed to re-
ceive newspapers or letters. I am not
going to resume charge of the em-
bassy. Mr. Rives will remain charge
d’affaires.” :

When informed of the gist of the
reports in circulation concerning the
reasons for his reeall, Mr. Storer de-
clined to comment upon them or to
say anything about the grounds for his
recall or Mrs. Stérer’s alleged actions
in church matters. Mr. Storer, whois
still in poor health," has been suffering
from Egyptian fever. g

FOUR PRISNRS. ESCIPE
FAON SEATLE L

‘Dangerous Cunxié’t "Named Dunn
Is  Includedin  the
Number,

CYEATTLE, Martli 29.—(Special)—
N ¥.- Foval, ' W, Livingston, = R.

.. Tracey:and James-Dunw,. city: jail
Diisoners; escaped IYNIS modidi by
prizing. -down  the.-irgnbars: in: their
cells and climbing to''thé roof through
a skylight. - Dunn. is an ex-convict
and a dangerous crﬁnfnal. This is
the, third escape of the kind made.jn
the last year. i !
Railway Lines. Sold i
San- Diego, March 29.—(Special)—
An important transfer of railway and
electric “lines, involving $5646,000, has
been recorded here. - All interests of
H. S. Babcock in: the city, consisting
of trolley lines and a steam railway to
La Jolla, were made over to the. Los
Angeles & San Diego Beach Railway
Company, or, in- other words, to the
Huntington interests, The announced
intention of the operation is to con-
struct electric lines from Los Angeles
to Tia Juana, on the Mexican border.
Abe Attell” to6 Box Neil
Los Angeles, March 29.—Manager
~homas McArey of the Pacific Athlet-
ic club has ¢losed a match betweén Abe
Attel and Frankie Néil for the feather-
weight championship of the world at
TLos Angeles; April 20th. The weight
stipulation is 122 pounds ringside. L'lie
feather-weight limit. Z Besides the cham-
pionship, McArey will offer a champion-
ship belt costing between $500 and $1,-
000.+ This will be the first belt figh. to
be held since the Richard K. Fox dia-
mond beilt.
Mrs. Flynn’s Death
Detectives have been detailed to in-
vestigate the causes of the death of
Mrs. J. J. Flynn of Belleville, Ont. who
came to Los Angeles recently with her
husband said to be a Red Cross nurse
who . disappeared shortly: after her
death.
Conditions in Southern California
With the exception of the Salt Lake
road, the railroad situation in south-
ern California is. practically normal
again. Conditions on the Clark road,
however, are fully as bad as previous
reports have indicated. It was given
out from the office of -Second Vice-
President Clark of that road that no
trains would be operated through be-
tween . Salt Lake . and Los Angeles
within ten days and probably not be-
fore two weeks.
Carmen Decide to Strike
Oakland, Cal.,, March 29— (Special)—
By a vote of 510 to 55 the members of
the Carmen’s Union ‘of this city, in
secret meeting held early this morn-
ing, decided to enter. on a strike
against the Oakland’'Traction Company
because ihe union demands upon the
company were denied. The main
points at issue are the granting of a
rate of 27 cents per hour for all men,
regardless of length of servite, and
recognition of the union.
et et

THE SERVIAN REGICIDES.

King Peter Attempts to Rid Court of
Predecessor’'s Murderers.

Belgrade, Servia, - March 29.—The
leaders of the regicides will shortly be
placed on the retired list, thus paying
the way for a resumption of diplomatie
relations with Great Britain, The most
prominent will be debarred from wearing
the army uniform. As a sop te the
regicides, thirty of their . most active
opponents wijl also: be re®ired. Since
the assassination of King Alexander and
Queen Draga in June, 1903, Great Brit-
ain had refused to maintain diplomatic
relations with Servia because King
Peter refused to dismiss the regicides:
King Peter tried several times to drive
the regicides from the army and civil life
but up to this time the support from
their party had been foo strong for him
to overcome.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
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OLD-AGE PENSION QUESTION.

Sir—At Jhe present time the *‘Old Age”
question is coming prominently before the
publie, and it would perhaps not be out
of place to consider the matter at some
length, especially as some of the youngest
countries in the world have already ar-
rived at that stage where they have pro-
vided for every person upon reaching the
age of 63 years,

If the government were to set aside one
square mile of land out of every one
thousand square miles, there would be
ample funds to pay a pension to every
person upon reaching the age of 65, and
the limit might even be lowered to the
age of 60.

The land should be placed under the
contrel of a committee appointed by the
lieutenant governor. They should select
land ay rallways and mining centres open
up throughout the province,

If the quantity was given asx stated
above, it would give a total of 334 square
miles.

If such an arrangement js made, it will
not be mnecessary to build homes for the
aged, as every person will be able by
legal right to draw their own pension
fortnightly and reside in their own homes.
The question is too large for any private
person or corporation to' deal with. On
January 1, 1902, Mr, Carnegie set apart
$4,000,000 in Steel 5 per cent., bonds, the
interest to be applied to the relief of his
workmen hurt in the service or in other
need of help. The income from this fund
Is $200,000 per year, so the thinking part
of the army of workingmen today viewed
with no little Interest the figures. which
show that the disbursement of last year
was $66,290, in excess of the income. It
Is -also shown that the disbursement of
1904 was $241,288 in excess of the income
for that year. Both of these over-drafts
were made up from an overplus and sink-
ing fund from the years 1902 and 1908,
when the disbursements were \less than
the income.

Many have been young and old since |

Ovid remarked, “Fas est et ab hoste
doceri’”’—You may get a hint from _the
other side. 5

‘We may do worse than follow Australia’s
lead din this respect. The Australian
Commonwealth commission age
pensions hae issued its report.
ed that there is every probability that
the next parliament will legislate on the
lines laid down in ihe statement, which is
unanimous, The Melbourne correspondent
of the Dally Chronicle states that the re-
port proposes that the federal government
shall grant pensions of ten shillings week-
ly as a legal right, not as charity, to all
persons of 65 years of age who have re-
sided continuously in the commonwealth
for twenty-five years. Pensions may be
granted for 60 years in special cases. The
cost will fall on the conmsolidated revenue,
and is estimated at one and a half millions
annually. The pensions are payable fort-
nightly through the post offices throughout
the Commonwealth. Pensioners need not
be absolutely destitute, and may possess
other means up to 26 sovereigns a year.
I petent pensi 8 will receive ald
through institutions, and drunkards -will
‘be subjected to control. The German sys-
tem was rejected, but the commission sug-
gests that the scheme ‘may be enlarged,
and the dependence on the consolidated
revenue for the pension fund may be
diminished by the inauguration: of a. gov-
ernment -assurance scheme, enabling ‘par-
ents to provide pensions . for their .chil-
dren by . payments on the deferred an-
nuitfes prineiple. ;

The facilities for education have so .im-
proved ‘the intelligence and efficiency of

on old

-the working man, that the ‘advantages for

the advancement of mankind are in the
present period ' of the- progress” of the
world, and the cause and -effeet of intensi-
Jyhig, the-hgttle of life,. Mr. Barpes says:
And. Jeen it PEAMICIAY, SADACITY. - miiets
-Aand. wealth ' pr eapacity, = tate
Aagalnkt the wealth producers.’ 5 g

‘We have given the people educational
facilities which have brought about a con-
dition of affairs in which there is an enor-
mous amount of pressure. . .y

This is to be expected in any process of
leveling up, and it. is our duty ‘to find ‘a
remedy for the evil being pressed out into
eivdence during the opefation,

" In order to alleviate much suffering we
should provide for the old people. In or-
der to"do this, we have to put our shoul-
der to the wheel -and deal with the ques-
tion -as freely as we do with other gues-
tions. There-are many details which
would have to. be worked out in practice,
but if the question is faced with the
earnest desire to make our province one
of the most up-to-date and most progres-
§ive in the world, than it can be done.

If athletic socleties can afford to pay
their baseball- players $175 ‘- to $200 per
month, the people of British 'Columbia can
provide for themselves wunder an old age
pension scheme. Huge trusts and com-
bines in vogue today have been made by
hard thinking, bold action and organiza-
tion; but the people do more than their
share in building up 'the huge fortunes of
the rich. They "should.therefore be pro-
tected when their strength and health no
longer fit them for labor.

In order to fairly comsider the pros-
peets of a practical solution of the old
age pension question, it will be of some
assistance to seek experience and gquote
figures from older countries. The idea of
providing for people ‘in old age, strangely
enough, was inaugurated by Edward VI.
He appointed a4 committee consisting of
the lord mayor of London, the bishop of
London, two aldermen, six.commoners, and
eight “worthy citizens; they recommended
“the honest and decayed householder, that
he should be relieved at home at his
house, in the parish where he dwells, by
a weekly relief and pension.”

Edward VI. was a progressive, although
youthful sovereign, It will be remembered
that he came to the throne in the year
1547, more than three hundred and fifty
years ago. It is a matter worthy of re-
mark that the next Bdward has also taken
a keen interest in the welfare of the poor.
Probably next to Alfred the Great, no
sovereign of England has done more for
the poor and the education of the people
than Edward VI., to whose foresight thou-
sands of the leading men of England to-
day are indebted for the excellent educa-
uon they received in their youth.

Coming to later times several committees
have been appointed. to deal with the
problem of old age as it exists in Great
Britain and Ireland, and from returns ob-
tained from parliament last year, it ap-
pears that there were 490,513 paupers over
60 year sof age in England and Wales
alone, exclusive of lunatics. The number
of paupers over 65 years of age on Septem-
ber 1, 1903, was 284,285, and they formed
more than an average total} number of
persons over 16 years of age.

,The figures supplied by Lord Aberdare’s
old age commission of 1805 covered the
whole of the United Kingdom. The figures,
given for persons over 65 years of age is
,980,000, #md it may be taken that the
figures are not over two millions. There
is one striking fact which should be men-
tioned, the numbers varied from district
to distriet, London showing a high per-
centage of old age pensions, while the
provinces were belew the average,

There was an average of 400,000 paupers
recelving rellef on. any -given day, but
sometimes the figures ran to 600,000, pre-
sumably in the winter, But as there are
go many worthy old people ‘whe would
rather die from starvation than seek relief
from - thelr parish, these figures do not
give an absolutely correct view, and prob-
ably ,there are -over a. million old people
over 65 years of age who are in need. It
is now many centuriés since Horace wrote:
‘“Pauper non est, cui rerum suppetit usus’’

—“*He is not poor for whom the use of |

meedful things suffices.”’

We -shall. be happier when we so live
that we may retire in comfort on a mod-
erate sum -per month. ‘Every man and
woman would be entitled to a pension,
gtill it is not contemplated that those In
affluent circnmstances would claim it; but

as everyone would have to .contribute to |

the fund, it is only just that they should
have the benefit of it if they so desired.
FRANK RICHARDS; F.I.A.S,, J.P,

It is stat-|

WATCHES

BOYS

FOR
THE

During the months of March, April and
May, THE COLONIST will give an Ingersoll
Nickel Watch, guaranteed perfect timekeeper,

For Only Three New Subscribers

to The Semi-Weekly -Colonist.

These Wateches have each the guarantee.

of the Ingersoll Watch
mere toys.

Company, and are not

Sample papers and subseription forms
will be sent to those applying for same.

Earn a neat handy Watch for yourself
by a little pleasant work during spare time.

ADDRESS:

THE -COLONIST SUBSCRIPTION DEPAﬁTMENT
VICTORIA, B.C.

SASKATCHEWAN HOUSE
15 FORMALLY OPENED

The Speech From the Throne Re-
fers to Prince Arthur’s
Visit.

Regina, Sask., March 29.—The first
parliament of the province of Saskat-
chewan was opened today by the lieu-
tenant governor, The following is the
speech from the throne; “Mr. Speker
and Gentlemen of the Legislative As-
sembly—Since the clesing in this hall on
the 8th day of' October, 1904, of the
third session | of the fifth
legislative assembly of the North-
west Territories, the hope then entertain-
ed for an early establishment of provin-
cial institutions: in the; west has 'been
amply r&iied, ‘ Parliament-at its last
sesion inssed o g@i}zggﬂme of .thé
‘most: re&lmi,, -debates pver: heard at
Ottawa, providing for the creation of
the provinces of Alberta and Saskat-
chewan in that part of the Dominion ly-
ing between the provinces.of Manitoha
and British Columbia ‘and south of the
sixtieth parellel’ of north latitude, thus
completing a chain of provinces from
the Atlantie to the. Pacific and thereby
fulfilling the hopes of the fathers of the
confederation forty years ago. As was
a¥so the case in the neighboring province
of Alberta, the provincial act came into
foree in this province on the.first day
of September last, amidst universal re-
joicing.

The : Inaugural Festivities

were honored by the presence of their
excellencies the governor general ' and
Lady Grey, the right hon. the premier of
Canada and Lady Laurier, with numer-
ous other distinguished visitors each and
all manifesting the deepest interest in
the event, This has been a matter- of
considerable. gratification to note: the
kingly expression of welcome into the
Canadian federation extended  to this
province, voiced in the address made on
the opening of parliament and -the var-
fous . provincial legislatures and I am
sure that thesc sentiments are warmly
reciprocated by all.

“As you are aware, in pursuance of
the new constitutioh an executive gov-
ernment -was early organized and a gen-
eral election of representatives of the se-
veral electoral districts into which the
province is divided duly held. Today it
gives me very great pleasure to welcome
you as the members of the first legisla-
tive assembly of the province of Sask-
atchewan and to congratulate you in
thus being privileged to participate in an
event of such importance.

His Royal Highness’ Visit

#I. feel. conndent that I shall only
voice your own sentiments in taking ad-
vantage of the presence of His Royal
Highness Prince Arthur of Connaught,
whose visit to this city is shortly ex-
pected, in transmitting through him to
our gracious sovereign the assurance of
our sincere feeling of loyalty and con-
tinued attachment to his crown. -
gether with our “grateful appreciation
and warm thanks for the King’s -mes-
sage sent to us on inauguration day in
which * “Muajesty expressed an ‘earn-
ést liepe for ‘our prosperous future.

“l am happy te be'able to congratu-
late you on . the prosperous conditions
generally
Prevailing Throughout the Province
and the success which is attending the
efforts of our people in the various pur-
suits in which they are engaged. - - ¢

“You will be pleased to learn that the
inaugpral year of this province has
proved to be most auspicious in so far
as the reward given to the labors of our
agriculturists is concerned. The re-
sults of the first harvest gathered after
the establishment of the province have
ounly just been accurately determined
and indicate that an era of general pros-
perity has been entered upon, the lim-
its of  which can hardly -be estimated.
Within the boundaries. of this province
26,000,000 bushels of wheat have dctual-
ly’ pissed through threshing’ machines
during ‘the past season. :

+ Railroad Development
f*The Grand Trunk Pacific Railway
cgmpany has taken steps to. prosecute
with the utmost despatch the construc-
tion ‘of its proposed lines in Saskatch-
ewan,» The Canadian Northern and the
Canadian Pacific railway companies have
also, ‘@pnounced their intention® of ma-

terially extending their” systems through |
| "} the eatech and maintains that where one

westérn Canada.
“Under " the terms of- the  Saskatch~

~.

ewan act, the laws in force at the date
of the establishment of the province are
not affected by the constitutional change
which has -taken place.

“So long as these laws continue 1o
give satisfaction it is the intention of
my government to

Leave Them to Their Option

only asking for their amendment or ap-
peal as circumstances may demand. For
general convenience, however, it is deem-
ed advisable to have all the laws now in
early date and a bill with that object in
early date and a bill with tht object in
view will be laid before you.. As a
consequence of the establishment of the
province it has become necessary to ask
your approval of measures pertaining to
the lieutenant governor, the executive
council, the legislative assembly and the
several departments of the public ser-
vices.

_ “In view of the numerous applications
to be made to you for the grant of rail-
way charters, the question has been en-
gaging the attention of my advisors :and
a bill dealing with the. subject will be
submitted for your consideration, you
will alsé be : it f !

: Invited to Consider Bills

relating to real property, public libraries,
eoroner, police-and other matters of im-
portance. - The pullﬂic accogu;t: nndn rg-
‘ports of the seweral departments. will be
submitted to ¥ “"ct"%n nnx% date. ‘I'he
estimated: *req@iirentents ‘of the public
services of the provinces will also be
laid before you.- You will find that they
have been prepared with due regard 1o
economy and general- eficiency.
" “I now leave you to your deliberations
fully believing that yeu will give to all
-hatters ‘'which may be 'brought before
you your closest’ attention and hoping
that your labors under divine guidance
will turn to the best advantage of the
province.” :

CARGO OF WOODEN PIPE.
British  Ship Henley Chartered to
Carry Load to New Zealand.

The British steamer Henley, 2,243
tons, - owned by Watts, Watts & Com-
pany, has been chartered.to load a car-
go of stave woodpipe and lumber at this
port for New Zealand and Augtralia
and she will arrive here not later than
April 20th to commence loading says
the Vancouver News-Advertiser.

The wooden piping is an order from
the New Zealand government which is
being filled by a Vancouver manufactur-
ing firm and altogether 900,000 feet of
piping will be shipped aboard the Hen-
ley for Auckland. This pipe will be
loaded at the Evans-Coleman wharf. A
large portion of the shipment has al-
ready been manufactured and the re-
mainder will be rushed so that the whole
consignment may be ready for the Hen-
ley to take out. The piping will be
used at Auckland in conection with a
water system which the New Zealand
government is installing there.

Prior to taking on the piping, the
Henley will berth at the Hastings ‘Mill
wharf, where she will receive a million
feet of Inmber. This will be stowed
in the lower holds of the vessel, and the
wooden pipe will go on top of the lunlx-
‘ber,

ORON CAUGHT A
 BIG, SPERM WHALE

Remarkable Catch Reported Yes-
terday From the Station
. at Sechart.

Capt.  Sproat Balcom yesterday re-
ceived the gratifying news. that the
Orion had landed a 100 ton sperm whale
at the station at Sechart, This is con-
sidered very good news as it is the first
sperm ‘whale that has been landed and
entirely does away. with the contention
that there are none so far south.

It is for this ¢lass of whales that re-
gular trips are made to the Arctic ocean,
vessels remaining away more than twe
years at a time, costing considerable to
fit them out for the cruise.

A wliale of this size is considered a
big‘cateh by those who make the trip to
the Arctic....A sperm whale to be taken
on this coast is considered by some to be
nothing'less than marvelous, but that it
is a sperm iz vouched for by Fisheries
Iuspector Taylor, who was at ‘the sta-
tion when the prize was landed.

. Capt. Balcom is, highly delighted over

ig.. ‘there are others.




