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Stoek . Companies.

One Yeat Lease to Canada
Part of Alaskan Modus
Vivendi.

Should Be Made Permanent
But American Senate Would
Not Conseat.

’ ed to Be British Right|

‘“«} 5 H ¥ i
to Make Copcession.

By Associated Press.

New York, Oct. 6.—An evening paper
published the following from Washing-
wn regarding the Alaskan boundary:

“The state department is informed
from London that the British fereiga of-
fice has ratified the Alaskan provisional
Loundary line as agreed wpon hy Secre-
tary of State Hay and Mr. Tower, Brit-
ish charge d’affaires. The agreement
wis submitted to the Birtish foreign of-
ice about six weeks ago for ratification,
without which it would not be operative.

“The most important commercial and
wolitical consideration in the Hay-Tower
modus vivendi is ithat it earries with it
the agreement that Canada will be grant-
vd a lease for one year of a port on the
Lynn Canal. This concession has al-
ready been shown to be unpopula_r in
the West and Nerthwest, .so that if it be
made a part of any proposed final agree-
ment it will prebably be .rejected by the
senate, The state department has_ al-
ready come to -two definitée conclusions
as to the manner in which. the final agree-
ment may be meached. The conclusions
are:

“ist. By a remission of the delimita-
tion of the lime .te the _ joint high com-
mission, its cenclusion be subject to the
ratification hy the senate.

“Znd. By a court of.arbitration whose
functions will be confined to three pro-
positions as follows: (a) The Um!:ed
States will draw and submit its final line
to the court; (b) -Great Britain acting
for Canada-awill draw its final line and
submit it to the court; (c) the court will
hear argument and determine which of

these lines it should adopt. This must
be no comp, ise line, 3
“The spate officials . affirm that they

¢ unwilling to submit so grave a ques-
tion as the ome.nvolved to a ceurt with
unlimited awthority.to make compromises
which would .give Canada territory of
Americans, or vice versa. The state de-
partment will not run the risk of such a
decision as was :reached in the British-
Veneguelan arbitration.

‘““The court .of .arbitration will not be
resorted to if “Canada, England and the
United States .agree to remit the final
houndary to the .joint high commission.
[ts failure to agree induced Lord Salis-
bury and Col. Hay to assign to Col. Hay
and Mr, Tower the duty of agreeing on
. modus vivindi, -subject to a ratification
by the British foreign office.

“The fact that Sir.Louis I‘javies, Can-
ada’s special :commissioner, is now in
London, is taken here to indicate that
Carada has nat.only at.last consented to
the Hay-Tower eonvention, but that she
ins staked her «chances for her principal
claims on a board of,arbitration or the

int high commission.

“From the attitude of at least two
\merican commissioners it can be stated
that if the high commisison is reinvested

i power to suggest.the true line that

e will net &iffer :materially from the
lay-Tower line and . .the commission will

v that Canada should have a port on
Llynn Canal. Jn -other words the pro-
\ nal line and the temporary lease of

rt will be made permanent.

“Such an agreement.weuld undoubted-
v be ratified by the ‘British foreign of-
fice but it woul .not be ratified by the
United States senate. 'The state depart-

t officials hawve .in ifact been already
‘brised of the fact that nearly all the
Vestern and Nerthwestern senators are
tvocably opposed .to surrendering to
ada sovereignty over any water or
ds which are now:andihave been Am-

ican  territory simee (the purchase of
ska in 1867.”
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INSURGENTS FIGHT AGAIN.

Shelled From One Post and Driven
by Infantry From Another,

Manila, Oct. 6.—Gen. Fred. Grant with
v .companies of infantry and a band
scouts advaneed from Imus this
1ing, driving the imsurgents from the
re west of the Imms. Three Ameri
s avere wounded.
companies with the scouts cross-
I the river at Big Bend and advanced}
‘stward in the direetion of Binacayan
I, fire insurgents firing volleys, but
atieg. Twenty Filipinos, about
idway between Baeeoor and Cavite
ticjor they were routed and six killed.
Riley's ‘battery of the 5th artillery
an effective sortie about a mile
Yt of Baccoor and shelled the west
“lk of the river at elose range. Tkat
X is new held by the Americans.

e et
MURDER AND SUICIDE. |

’;\1 ‘ntreal, Qet. 6.—A. Phillips, aged
» M0t a woman known as Mrs. Beau-
With whom he had been living on

;. =uinet street this morning. He then
led the weapon upon himself with

1 results,
p T e o
~ VICTIM OF GAS,
Oct. 6.—Mrs. Bmily Smith, an

‘1dy of Port Elgin, who was on|P. R. machinists’ strike still continues

.U Way to Duluth to visit her daughter,

*.found dead in bed in her room at | side. There has been no demonstrations
Belchamber house yesterday, The |in connection with the matter. Manager
Whyte stated to a reporter that matters
e O e were running on as smoothly as usual
THE SCOTSMAN, and that the amount. of frafic had not
Hali 5 = been diminished in the least degree. The

fho yfax. Oct. 8,—A representative of|company are not worrying about the
I ‘:‘Lun«!un Salvage Company has left| matter and the operations of the road
1 on the steamer Gloyver for the | will go on as usual. About three hun-

Wis turned on.

. was valued at $13,000. The insurance |

¥ o " .‘ ‘B I‘nt' 3 o
- Winnipeg, Oct. 6.—Dense clouds of
smoke indicate’ prairie fgos southwest
and north of the city. The fires apg-prob-
ably running in the marshes whére the
grass is rank. The grass and the other
degd vegetable matter are now so dry
that they make good food for the fiames.
Some ‘stacked hay has been burned in
St. Charles and Rosser districts,

Thirty employees of Sir William Van
Horne on his Selkirk farm are out beat-
ing back the fires, Several hundred

acres of Sir William’s hay land has been
burned over. . oy

-

.QRPHAhNAG‘E BURNED

New Westminster, Oct 5.—At 4:30 p.
m, yesterday fire broke out in the Good
Sheppard’s Orphanage, conducted by Our

Lady of Charity Sisters. The brigade
was quickiy on the scene, but the hy-
rant proved useless, and in the'delay in
getting to another, the flames got be-
yond control. The ferry steamer, which
is also a fire boat, moved up to the
scene, but had not sufficient hose to
make connections, In it at the time there
were over a hundred orphans and eigh-
teen nuns. With the assistance of mill
hands these and most of the contents
were removed.

The fire originated in a break in a
gasoline engine just installed to operate
the machinery of the steam laundry.
The building was erected in 1890, and

is $9,000.

WHY CANADA
SENT NO TROOPS

Liberal Patriots Snub Sugges-
tion Because Made by
Tory Officers.

From ‘Our “Owna ‘Correspondent.

Ottawa, Oct, 6.—The cabinet is mow
sorry it did mot offer a contingent for ser-
‘vice in South Africa. “The matter was
discussed in council to-day and probably
in a few «days Sir Wilfrid Laurier will
toe the mark. Meanwhile the govern:'
meat organs are adding to its difficulties.
The Free Press has been instructed to
'say that the suggestion to send s contin-
gent to South Africa is the result of a
wave of .cheap enthusiasm:and smaking
of party pelitics.

ANTICOSTP'S FRENCH LORD.

Czar Menier, having been refused ex-
clusive fishing rights in the waters
around .Anticosti, now asks for exclusive
rights :to Jobster fishing. Mr. Belliveau,
mspector for St. Lawrence fisheries, has
reported on the matter to the govern-
ment. Many Nova.Scotians take lobsters
in .Anficosti waters. Strong protests are
being made against granting Menier’s re-

quest,
. .NOTES.

The despatch travelling in the Ameri-
can press, about a wonderful find of gold,
silver -and \lead in Hudson Bay distriet,
Is a gross fabrication, designed to catch
unwary investors.

AR DS e

STIFF BREEZE FOR YACHTS.

Imdications :that’ To-day "~ Will Give Qp-
portunity for Satisfactory Test.

By Associated . Press.

New York, Oct.. 6.—This has been a day
of mest on the board of international racens.
The feeling on both sides is one of coa-
fdence. Mr. Iselin thinks he will win;
Sir ‘Thomas Lipton has a mdce little corner
in Erin already . fitted up. The public is
in doubt, and it imay be said that there is
a feeling of indecision among expert yachts+
men. The two days of drifting have fur<
nishel .almost nothing on which to base amy
cpinion. They ®eemed, ghowever, tod
strengthen belief that Shamrock is a thor-
oughly {dangerous groposition. Those who‘jv
have wagered most say they are firm in|
the belief that thene is little #o choose be-:
tween them in a drift. 3
At sandown the wind was klowing hard
from the North. The weather svas clearlngP
and this was a good.sign of agpretty hard 4
northwesterly gale'im the morning.

Sir Thamas Lipton swas consi@ierably vex-
ed to-day over the knowledge that what
purported ito be signed statements from his
Shamrock skippers ha#l been published. He
desired the Associated Press rgporter to
make publie the fact that immediately up-
on receiving informatien that swch state-
ments were being circulgted he had gone on
the tender Plymouth to ¥nquire of yWCaptains
Hcgarth and Wringe about the matter. *““It
was exaetly wwhat I suspected,” gaid Sir
Thomas, “meither Hogarth nor Wrigge had
teen members of the mress after either
race.” .

‘The observatery at Galitee reports:as fol-
lews: “The wind to-night is northsnorth-
west, with a Beavy sea running. The in-
dleations are that there will be a gfresh
wird at the commencement .of the raee to-
monrow, also a heavy sea, but that the gea
Wwil' ;go down as the race proceeds.”

At 10 o'cloek to-night reperts were re-
ceived from Long fisland to the effect that
the wind is moderating. At the same tigne
Sendy Hook reported the wind still blawing
at the rate of 35 mifes an howur.

PSS CHE s S
THE STRIKING MACHINISTS.

Their Idleness Has Not Yet Affected
Operations of the Railway.

Winnipeg, Oect. 6.—(8pecial)~The C.

without any apparent change on either

| At Calamba and Imus they repeatedly
| assailed the Americans until they were

| couver to Laggan, 30 cents.

Failure of Native Plot to Burn
Important Public Insti-
: tutions.

Reminder of Victories Over

Spain Inspired ‘Recent

By Assoclated Press. "

Manila, Oct. 5.—The Archbishop ef
Manila has notified Gen. Otis that there
was a plot on foot to burn the residences
of the Governor-General and the Arch-
bishop, together with . several govern-
ment buildings and banks, but the plof
failed to materialize, possibly because of
a display of force. 7>

The Filipinos in the inland ' districts
have been holding festivities in celebra-
tion of their victories over Spain during
the revolution of 1898. This doubtless
furnishes a partial explanation for their
aggressiveness during the last few days.

finally dispersed, and they have been aet-
ive at other points. - In one case they
had two old cannon, masked in bushes,
throwing shells toward Calamba, but
only a few exploded. The American
artillery in the final engageément there
sent more than fifty shells among the
Filipinos.

Aguinaldo, according to a repert
brought to Manila to-day by;a Domini-
can friar from the north, issued or-
ders to the Filipino soldiers in nerthern
provinces to returm to their towns and
resume farming. This stery lacks ecen-
firmation, but the rumor may be ia ac-
cordance with Aguinaldo’s policy of keep-
ing the country as prodiretive as pessible
by msing men in alternate shifts on the
farms and under arms.

Dagupan, San Feétnando (in the prov-
inee of Union), and Delioinist, which are
under the guns of the United States war-
ships, are supposedly evacuated, but it is
alleged that the evacmation onder ealls
upon the male inhabitants to weturn in
case of the arrival of American troops,
and expresses the hope that the Ameri-
cans will protect the:teowns.

N oy | o i
C. P. R. MACHINISI'S SIRIKE

Ordered For Busiest 'Time; But Com-
pany Hopes to Keep Up
Repair Operations.

Winnipeg, Oct. 4.—(Delaged in trans-
mission)—The machinists employed in
the C. P. R. shope from Fort William to
Vancouver, inclading Winnipeg, struck
this morning at 11 o’clock. About 200
men are out. The strike is the result of
the effort of the machinists.to have their
order, the Intermational Association of
Machinists of America, recognized by
the railroad eempany. ‘“Their delegates
met here for meveral «ddays and could
come to no agreement with the company,
gn(l the strike was therefore ordered to-

ay.

W. McLean, of Vancouver, vice-presi-
dent of the umion, stated the case of the
men as follows: * What awe want may
be summed mp mnder three heads: 1)
recognition of omr union: (2) establish-
ment of a mimimum wage .clause; and
(3) iqr:reaso of the allowance made for
overtime,

* Representatives of fhe union have
come to Winnipeg from points all the
way from Fert William to Vancouver,
aifd on arriviag here the ananager of the
company refused to see them, thus fail-
ing to reeognize the unian. We are also
taking advantage of the ihusy .season of
the year to press our #lemands, as we
feel that they are perfectly just, and that
tl}e company has had ample .time to con-
sider them and procure any information
.as to the rates paid on other roads.
“The minimmm wage .asked for is:
JFrom Brandon to Fort William, 25
cents per hour; from Laggan to Bran-
«don, 2715 cents per hour; .and from Van-
I might
say that this schedule is very reasenable
and considerably lower than the rate of
Wwages on either the Northern Pacifie or
{Great Northern railways.”
ikt is reported that the engineers  and
apprentices, all in faet below the first
and second engineers, on the Empress of
India, now at Vamncouver, will join the
strikers,” and that the Emapress will net
ke able to sail on Monday. }

— e §
Winnipeg, Oct. 5—There is no changej
in the strike of machinists in the €. P. R.
shops there. Everything is quiet. The
company maintain they ean secure suffi-
cient men to do ordinary repairing until
the busy .season is over.

CANNOT BE CONTRADIOTED.

Treaty Did Not Cover Ewmbezzlement
When Hinckley Quit the West-
side Bank.

Rossland, Oct. 6.—(Special)—~Chas. 'W.
Hinckley alias C. S. Morris, arrested
at Keremeos September 26 for embesz-|
zlement of $97000 from the Westside
Bank, New York, in 1884, was released
to-day, Judge Ferin taking the grofhd
that ‘under the Ashburton treaty in fonee
when the alleged erime was committed
the offence was not extraditable.

The case was called yesterday, when
eounse]l for the prisoner asked for his
immediate discharge as he had been il-
legally arrested and eould not be held,
as the present extradition treaty is not
retroactive and the treaty in foree at
the time of the alleged offence did not
cover the crime charged. The lawyer
for the United States authorities and
for the bank officials asked and obtained
an adjournment until ten o’clock this
morning, but on the meeting of the court
they could not effectually answer the

In Mamla

and candies of Okell & Mc

e S
Victoria' Firms Took. Conspic

in Exhibits of Provincial Industry. -
‘From Our.Own Correspondent. :

New Westminster, Oct, '
there were endfmous: crowds at the exhi-
bition. It was Children's Day, and the

were the cattle parade
The forimer was 4 genufae
bred folk. Never had. the
Western country such &
of theroughbred  stock |
clamations of 'wonder
The races which fo! ed ‘ were exciting
and amusing. There was ‘no very fast
time, but the finishés were ;close and the
races were well managed.
On taking a last look at the exhibit in
the big building where the erowd thinned
out, one had more time to examine the
great. care which som the exhib :

on j— 3 omp {
& Company, of Victoria. ¢ jams, jellles
Orris were very
tastefuily arranged, and this year canned
fruit and gallon tomato jars have been add-
ed to theé very creditable display.

In another part of the building a very
commodious office with refreshment rooms
was- built entirely out of bags of flour la-
belled Brackman & XKer. The Hudson's
Bay Company’s was a very extensive ex.
hibit, and arranged in superlatively- good
taste. M. R. Smith & Company also had
one of the premier exhibits.. Their booth
was ‘admired unstintingly by thousands,
and the display of candies, ‘biscuits, etc.,
was most temptingly shown; besides the
Seventeen diplomas displayed beneath the
bright-colored bunting of the stall,

In conclusion, the excellent tram service
should be mentioned. Up to date there has
not been a single ‘accident.

Think Better of
~Making Attack

A Scare in Natal Relieved by
Arrival of Further:Troops
From India.

By Associated Press.

London, Oct. 5—Nothing new hes de-
veloped as to the Transvaal sitmation
since morning. The Daily Telegraph’s
despatch this mernimg announcing that
the Boers had invaded Natal apd seized
Laing’s Nek amow seems to be "without
foundation. The goveriiment has nothing
to justify such a report, altheugh such
a move would cause l!ittle‘,surprise.

The British positien in Natal was con-
siderably strengthened by the arrival of
the Indian transperts, ‘which reinforced
them by 2500 infamtry and :cavalry, all
of which will be sent to the front by
trains, amnd with theéir..arwival at Glen-
cove and Ladysmith to-morrow the Brit-
ish advance camps and lines of commu-
nication will be practically safeguarded
against the risk of a successful dash
across the frontier by the Boers.

The military authonities apparently no
longer fear the massing of ' the Boers
along the frontier, and in fact it is de-
cided that the Boers shall not make a'
sudden invasien into the territory. T_he,
Natal awthoritiessare rather pleased with
this, because they argwe that the tension
of waiting will tell-severely on thq Boers’!
discipline, and moreover they will soon
exhaust what little forage there is near
the border and be.compelled to fall back
on their base, because:in view of ineffect-
ive -commissariat they are unwilling to
advance into Natal,leaving behind them
a foliageless we’l'@t.

ALARM AT NEWCASTLE.

London, Oct. 5.—From cable advices.
it appears that the Premier of Natal had
said to the military authorities that they
can render Newcastle no assistance, add-
ing that if the Boers intend to attack!

The women and children should be semt
away and the town :surrendered.

A despatch from Ngweastle, filed this
morning at 9:10, says:
communicatien with Charlestown is,
open. The Baer command at San
Pruit was reinforced yesterday, but no

tion is impertant, as it contradicts the:

graph, whieh was itimed at noon yester-

Newecastle, Natal, ‘@ct. 5—10:50 a. h —
A despatch has been received here from
the government, stating that there is no
immediate cause for alarm. ‘This has
had the effeet of arresting the panic.
Ladysmith, Natal, Oct. 5—S%'he Fifth

near the railway,
LOOTING JOHANNESBURG.
London, Oct. 5.—A despatch from

are raiding the
houses in the east end. The whites fired

been despatched to disperse ‘the raiders.

Transvaal,

manded all dynamite and cyanide prop-

with the water.
SENSIBLE IRISHMEN.

in extending sympathy and support to
the Transvaal jn the present ecrisis,
STRICTLY ON DEFENSIVE.

‘¢ of the Scotsman wreck,

dred cars per day are goidg out.

prisoner's contention, |

little ones were out in force.” The features Delud;dfat? Belief That Brit.
: ish Would Not Engage
“In War, '

the town resistance would be futile. :sulting in the present diplomatic impasse,
** Telegraphic/|sdently hope to occupy strategetic points,

advance is expected.” This informa-{:ger of the conflict developing into a war
alarmist despatch of the Daily Tele-|:the generation now atiaining” manhood,

day. f making money. They are altogether
{ more enlightened than the old Doppers,

Lancers and a Naval brigade from Dur-|meeting at Carnarvon this evening Mr.
ban have arrived here and are encamped{ #ohn Morley asked the eouintry to real-

bedlamite councils of the war press and

Johannesburg reports that the Kaffirs|had accepted the franchise proposal of
business places and|September 8 with reliance upon the con-

on them. A special force of police has planted behind diplomatie entrenchments

An unconfirmed report says that mar-|could not have been forced. Even after
tial law has been proclaimed in the|the refusal there was. still reom for a

A despatch from Seohannesburg says|Transvaal made a mistake our govern-
the regular distribution of letters has ment capped it by withdrawing the fran-
ceased. The government has counter-| chise proposals.”

erties, which have béen removed and|and reasonableness of the recent speech
placed under strict guard at various de-|of the Duke of I_)evonshjre, which'prov-
pots. A strong guard has been stationed|ed that Great Birtain did not desire to
at the reservoir to prevent tampering :lnvterfere with the Thansvaal’s indepem-

pressed the urgency of the Transvaal
meeting Great Britain. He dwelt upon
An enthusiastic meeting of Irishmen|the eventual
was held last evening in Kimberley,|strategetie post like the Cape a dissatis-
under the presidency of a former mayor| fied population held down by force of
of the town, at which resolutions were|arms and said he failed to see why the
unanimously adopted, expressing disap-| Transvaal and Great Britain were un-
proval of the position of Irishmen who| able to come to terms. Mr. Morley spoke
sympathized with the Boers, and of the| derisively of the talk of a pan-Afrikan-
course of the Irish parliainentary party|der conspiracy in South Africa.

X Bannerman, speaking at Maidstone - to-
Mafaking, Oct. §.—It is nsserted heré{ day at a luncheon specially arranged to
on reliable authorify that the burghers{ sive the leader of the opposition in the
have been strictly emjoined not to cross| Houwse of Commons an opportunity of
the western frontier or to interfere with expressing the views of official Libenql-
civilians, but to resist passage of , an|ism regarding the Transvaal crisis, said}

N

e 2/ BOETS Made |

A Mistake

X s T ;
Commandant Politely Warns
Enemy to Look Out for -
His Approach.

By Assoelated Press.

London, Oet. Te—The Daily News this
morning asserts that an army corps will
be mobilized to-day. ..

A despatch from Mafeking announces
that Commandant Cronje of the Boer
forces has been promoted to the rank
of General and is massing 6,000 Boers
with artillery near Ramathlabama, north
of Mafeking. ‘The ‘despatch adds that
General Cronje basg sent a message to
the camp of the Imperial troops that he
will cross the border at the first shot
fired in Natal.

LOOTING BY KAFFIRS.

Johannesburg, Oet. 6.—Thousands of
natives have invaded the town and to-
day the authorities decided to march
them under escort out of the country.
Last night two natives entered a cloth-
ing store kept by a Jew and stabbed the
proprietor in the neck, severing his wind-
pipe. The Jewish storekeepers in the
East Rand have been murdered by na-
tives and the Kaflirs are raiding all the
places where they think liquor is stored.
The war commission acting under the

sue advice to shepkeepers to remove the
barricades they have erected, on the
ground that the government’s guarantee
of protection wught to be sufficient.
WOULD BE SHORT WAR.
New York, Oct. 6.—The Tribane pub-
lishes the fellowing from its Paris cor-
respoadent: Mr. John Hays Hammend,
the American civil engineer _comnected
with leading South African mining com-
panies, who returned from the Cape two
mouths-ago, is now ‘passing a few days
at Paris. The appreciation of the situ-
atioa in the Transvaal expressed by Mr.
Hammond in conversation with the Tri-
bune «correspondent . f interest as
showing how war with the Boers is re-
garded by an observant . representative
American enjoying the advantage of un-
surpessed knowledge of the facts = en-
abling him to thoroughly grasp the:situ-
ation. As to the justice of war = Mr.
Hammond did not wish to express an
opinion, but when asked whether the war
wonld be a short or long one said:
“*1t wil]l be a short war, ending with the

Beers will recognize the futility of fur-
ther fighting. The Boers to<day are not
a8 formidable fighters as they were fif-
teen years ago. Feor example, their en-
ormous advantage in .marksmanship
over the British treeps no longer exists,
because game to any extent: has disap-
peared. The Boers have no experience
in shooting moving objects, A few old
Doppers are still good shots, but they
are fast dying out. Moreover the Brit-
ish Lee-Metford rifie with its remarka-
‘bly flat trajectory puts Tommy Atkins
quite on an eguality with ‘the Boers so
far as marksmanship is concerned.
“Quasi friends of the Boers,” contin-
med Mr. Hammond, “deluded them into
the belief that Great Britain would not
resort to war in any event, and unfor-
tunately thereby provoked a spirit of
opposition to the British demands, re-

‘which I fear makes war inevitable.

“Encouraged by the present weakness
of the British garrisons, the Boers evi-
and by rapidly assuming the offensive,
‘forestall the British army.”

Mr. Hammond thinks there is no dan-
of races because the Boers, especially
have commercial instinets and are fond
‘with their dog-in-the-manger execlusive-
mess, Mr. Hammond feels confident that

‘both nations will have meason to respect
each other more after & 'war.

MR. MORLEY’S FEARS.
London, Oect. 6.—Addressing a peace

ize the predicament to which it had been
brought by unhappy diplomacy and the

the war party. “If President Kruger

vention of 1884, he would have been

ch by . fair and reasonable means

friendly settlement, but just as the

Mr. Morley dwelt upon the moderation

ence. The speaker said he had always

danger of having at a

AN AVENUE TO PEACE.
London, Oct. 6.—Sir Henry Campbell

armed force. i to-day, It now appears that Lieut. Win-

governments’ instructions, will to-day is-

capture of Pretoria, after which the!
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that neither side had shut the door upon
further negotiations.

“Great Britain,” he continued, “has
not miade her demands as a suzerain
power, but in virtue of international law
and as the power responsible for the
well-being of South Africa. If the Boer
government have refused the reasonable
requests in the despatch of the secretary
of state of colonies of September 8,
through fear and suspicion regarding a
possible attack upon her independence,
the speeches of the Duke of Devonshire,
lord president of the council of ministers,
snd Sir Matthew White Ridley, secre-
tary of state for the home department,
constitute assurances which ought to ex-
tingnish ‘suspicion and fear. .These
speeches are quite as authoritative as
any despatches, and bind the honor of the
government and the country. They ought
to open the way to an agreement.”
Pointing to the absurdity of going into
war for a difference of two years in the
opposing franchise proposals, Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman declared that the
claim of‘suzerainty had been finally ex-
ploded by Sir Wm..' Vernon Harcourt
and Sir BEdward Clake.  “It was an
evil day,” he continued, “whgn t!ns
claim was dug from the grave in which
it was decently buried in 1884 by the
wise and experienced men who then con-
ducted British affairs, the’ men who
buried it becaunse they knew it was de-
void of efficacy and a fruitful source of
difficulty. I believe the country has con-
founded the word suzerainty, whx.ch is
valueless, with the great fact, whlph is
essential and cardinal, the predominant
supremacy, paramount, or whatever you
may wish te call it, of British power in
South Africa, which js indisputable and
founded on the necessary facts of the
situvation.”

A well-defined conviction is prevalent
that the foreign offiee is trying to dis-
eover 1 way out of the impasse which
has been ereated by admitted mistakes
and miscalculations, and it is evident
that the peace advocates and peace coun-
sels are gaining ground, although Mr.
Chamberlain’s refusal to seize thg
chance given him by the petition of 58
members of the Cape House of Assem-
bly, to point out in his reply that the
Boers still have the opportunity of ac-
cepting Great Britain’s previous offer so
long as her new proposals remain in-
formulated, seems to show a personal dp-
termination on the part of Chamberlain
not to yield.

Pretoria, Oet. 6.—Rev. Mr. Bosman,
a Dutch Reform minister in Pretoria,
now visiting in the United States, is re-
ported to be doing good work in the in-
terests of peace. Strong hopes are enter-
tained in offieial cireles that President
McKinley may bé’ induced by the people
of the United States to offer mediation
in the-present erisis. General James
Oberne has been appointed special repre-
sentative of ' this republic in the Unit-
ed States, to work in the interests of
peace.

NO HURRY ABOUT FIGHTING.

" London, Oect. 6.—All reliable informa-
tion from South Africa points to a con-
tinnance of the existing rension for some
time, 'as both sides are apparently diffi-
dent about commencing the attack, al-
though from despatches received here, it
seems every movement of patrols and
every cloud of dust raised by a herd of
cattle, was turned into a general ad-
vance by both armies. The delay is all
to good, inasmuch as it gives time for
further negotiations, and to-day’s indica-
tions apparently show a willingness on
the part of Britain to continue to utilize
diplomacy.

A despatch from Capetown, of doubt-
ful authenticity, alleges the Boer organ-
ization in the field is already breaking
down, and that friction is developing
between the artillery, who are regulars,
and the burghers’ commanders. :
Advices from Pretoria describe the
Transvaal organ as erying for impossi-
ble terms, and Kruger as referring to
the _Drospective struggle as a means of
setting the Republic “Totally free of
England.” It is also said, according to
advices from the same point, that the
Boer’s force at Volksrust will advance
to-day to the Natal border, and according
to General Symons although Command-
ant-General Joubert is personally ad-
verse to hostilities, his patient tactics
will not last, as the Boers will soon de-
mand either to be disbanded or receive
orders to invade Natal.

Bloemfontein, Oct. 6.—President Steyn,
addressing a commando in the market
square on Thursday, congratulated the
burghers on the rapidity with which toey
responded to the call. He said the
Orange Free State did not intend to
make an attack, but it would fiercely de-
ferd its cherished rights. - The enemy

was the stronger, but if that enemy

erossed the frontier it would meet with
determined resistance. In conclusion, he
exclaimed: “We would be fighting for
the independence of our state.”

EFFECTS OF WAR SCARE.

Pretoria, Oct. 6.—The government is
reducing official salaries on a sliding
scale. Those who received over $2,000
had their salaries reduced 25 per cent..
a saving altogether of $16,000 a month.
The town is being divided into wards,
and special police officers are being sworn
in.

London, Oct. 6—Refugees in Capetown _
are having a bad time, .ud women and
children are in pitiable plight. The gov-
ernment’s offer to send transports for
some of the distressed has been accepted.

The announcement from Pretoria that
the British diplomatic agent, Mr. Cony-
ingham Greene, is ill, is taken in some
quarters to indicate the possibility of his
recall, and of further steps:in the direc-
tion of a peaceful adjustment.

In connection ‘with “the < ramor that
Queen Victorin is liable to intervene to ~
prevent war a curious story is published
this morning by the Vierna Establatt,
which alleges that Her Majesty intends
to abdicate in the event of an outbreak
of hostilities, declaring that it has this
information  from an “excellent source.”
The statement unfavorably affects the
Vienna hourse. . The British foreign of- .
fice, when shown the Vienna story as to
the intention of the Queen to abdieate
should war break out, declared it su-
premely ridicuious and utterly baseless.

TROOPS FOR AFRICA, -

London, Oct. 7.—It is now practically
certain that parliament will meét on
October 17. Ieserves will be summoned
to-day in sufficient numbers to bring up-
to war strength the three regiments
warned to hold themselves in readiness
for service in South Africa, or about one-
sixteenth of the total reserve.

London, Oct. 6.—A host of officers, in-
cluding. Prince Christian Vietor of "
Schleswig-Holstein, and a large number
of nurses sailed for the Cape
ston Spence Churchill, son of the late
Lord Randolph Churehill, who will ac-
company Gen. Sir Redvers Buller, will
20, not on behalf of the Times, but as the
war correspondent of the London Morn-
ing Post and the New York World.

. TRAINSPORT FLEET.

New York, Oct. 6.—A special to the
Herald-from Boston says: =

“It was learned to-day that 67 trans-
Atlantic liners have  been chartered
by the Birtish admiralty to transport
troops and supplies to South Africa.
That the Columbia and Chicago, of the
Furness line, had been taken was con-
firmed. It is also said that the Oak-
more, of the Johnston line, which leaves
here to-morrow, will, upon the discharge
of her cargo in London, be turned over
to the government. Mr: Wiyllis, loeal
agent of the line, has received no official
adyices of the charter. The steamer
Nomadio, of the White Star line, has
been taken; also as already reported, the
new Allan line steamer Bavarian, which
made two trips to Montreal,

“Freight advanced nearly 50 per cent.

on account of the removal of so much
tonnage from the Atlantic seaboard, and
there is every indication of a still greater
advance. Grain charters closed on . Sat-
urday at 2% pence per bushel, and fix-
tures made yesterday were on the basis
of four pence per bushel. The rate to
Liverpool on Saturday was 215 pence,
while yesterday 3% pence per bushel
was quoted. .
““it is understood that some of the ElI-
der-Dempster line of. steaniers, plying in
the Montreal service, are among the fleet
taken by the British government.”

CANNED MEAT SUPPLIES,

Brisbane, Oct. 6.—Great surprise and
dissatisfaction are expressed in commer-
cial and political circles here at the news
that the British war office has placed
large orders for canned meats in the
United States. As a matter of fact, the
Queensland canners; antieipating a large
demand, had prepared increased stocks
which will now possibly \be a drug on
their hands.

EJECTING KAFFIRS.
Johannesburg, Oct. 6.—The gowmrn-
ment is ejecting thousands of Kaffir min-
ers from the Rand and sending them into
the northern districts of the Transvaal to
avoid the damger of a collision with the
whites in the event of war.

The Irish corps- supporting the Boers
has started for the frontier. /
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