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Extension of Time B0
cilitates Peddlinggs
Dredging ToHst

Mr. Corbin Booming Spokane—Rail-

way Bill Debated—Lewis
River Tramway.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)
Orrawa, Feb, 18,—It is now an-
nounced that the time for successful ten-
derers declining leases of Yukon ‘rivers
has been extended to March 1. This is
intended toenable certain friends of the

government who have been awarded val-

uable leages, to put up the necessary de-
posit.

Mr. Davin called attention to the fact
that dredging leases were being peddled
around Ottawa. He thought the gov-
ernment should give everyone a fair
opportunity of acquiring these leases.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier replied that anyone
could procure them who complied with
the regulations.

The debate on the railway bill was
continued by Col. Hughes, Conserva-
tive, who strongly supported the ar-
rangement. Messrs. Casgrain and Mec-
Inerney opposed and Mr. Russell sup-
ported the bill. :

Sir Charles Tupper asked the govern-
ment to place on the order paper the
changes they propose to make im the
Mann-Mackengie contract, as this would
facilitate discussion.

Mr. Morrison introduced a bill of in-
corporation of the Lewis River Tramway
Company. The proposed incorporators
are E. E. Tilton, G. C. Shaw and G.
Ashland. They desire to build tram-

ways round Miles canyon and White | PO!

Horse rapids.

D. C. Corbin ie endeavoring to arouse
public interest in the route from Spo-
kane. to Tel h Oreek via Asheroft
and'Quesnelle. An active lobby is in
progress here on behalf of the Kettle
River Valley railway, of which Mr. Cor-
bin is the maoving sepirit. Mr. Bostock
éntrodueed a bill of incorporation to-
ay. .
The Commons does not propose to ad-
journ for & week as stated in some
pers. Ash Wednesday, however, will
e a holiday. The Senate to-day ad-
journed to Mareh 8,

L. A, Phillips, of |

Compa y. BAy&
sgpphﬂfm‘h{ho

e

=

support of ‘the - Grit:candidstesfor the:

legislature. X ; :
Ottawa proposes to abolish the curfew
by-law which has proved a complete
failure. Y
Archbishop Bruchesi’sembargo against
Catholics joining the Young -Men’s
Christian Association will be extended
by local church dignitaries to Ottawa.

RAILWAY RATE WAR.

Passenger Fares From the East to Pacific
Coast Cut to One Half Regular Figure.

MoxTrEAL, Feb. 18.—(8pecial)—The
C.P.R. has thrown down the gauntlet to
the United States transcontinental lines
and the greatest passenger rate war on
business to Paeific coast points ever
known is in full swing. To-morrow
people going to the Yukon will be able
to buy tickets to Vancouver or other
points on the Pacific coast for $40 first
clags or $30 for second class, whereas it
cost $70 for first class and $60 for second
clags before. Rates from other parts of
Canada and points in the New England
Btates are in proportion.

ROSSLAND’S CARNIVAL.

The Winter Sports Attract Many Visitors—
Results 1n Curling and Ski Running.

Rossuanp, Feb, 18.—Large crowds
from adjoining towns are in attendance
at the winter carnival which opened last
evening, In the hockey tournament to-
day Rossland defeated Nelson by 6 to1,
ind Sandon defeated Nelson by 2 to 0.
8andon and Nelson play in the final.

In the curling bonspiel McArthur’s

ssland rink won over Nelson by 12 to

| 4 Smith’s Rossland rink was defeated
. bySandon by a score of 11 to 8.

The ski races for the championship of
a, down Red mountain a distance

| 8 mile and a half, with a descent of

2000 feet, was won by O. Jeldness, whe
@rried away the magnificent silver
tophy presented by C. H. Mackintosh.

MINING LAW AMENDMENTS.

Mr. Carlyle’s Suggestion Protested as Dis-
criminating Against Prospectors.

Kisro, Feb. 14.—(Special)—The most
largely attended public meeting ever
tonvened in Kaslo, was the mass meet-
1og which was hastily called last Satur-
day evening to discuss the amendment
Proposed by Provineial Mineralogist
Carlyle to the mining laws. The feature
Yo which attack was principally directed
Vag that requiring the prospector to do
18 agsessment work within 90 days
_Hter the location of his claim.
The local cause of the ex-
Gtement, was the publication
o a letter to Mr. Carlyle, signed by
tleven citizens, endorsing his course.
bese gentlemen were invited to attend

i 1® meeting and make known their
Teasons.  Only two availed themselves of
¢ Invitation—Mayor McAnn and Edi-
U King of the Kootenaian. The lead-
2 speakers against the amendment
Vereex-Mayor Green, President Buchan-
tof the board of trade, and School
‘istee Carney. Mr, Green thought

3% the amendment had some good
oints, but that the 90-day assesement

<£lause condemned it. Mr, Buchanan
said that Mr, Carlyle as a government
gervant and Mr. Carlyle as agent of the
British America Corporation, at a salary
of $10, per year, were two different
men actuated by different motives, and
tha¢ the newness of the thought alone
was sufficient to cauee is to be regarded
with -suspicion. Mr. Carney thought
that the proposition was a monstrous
one, an attack upon the men who have
made it possible for this country to be-
come what it is.

Mayor McAnn and Editor King both
defended the amendment, the former
saying that if studied closely it would
be found fully as liberal if not more so
than the old law; and the latter think-
ing that Mr. Carlyle’s official career
should be sufficient gnarantee for any-
thing that he' proposed.

At the conclusion of the meeting the
following resolution was adopted with-
out a dissenting vote: ,

Resolved that 1t is the sense of this
meeting that the proposed amendment
of Provinciil Mineralogist Carlyle, dis-
criminating against prospectors, be not
endorsed; and that a petition in remon-
strance be circulated and forwarded to
the legislature and provincial govern-
ment authorities, notifying them to
that effect.

CANADIAN TRADE.

Favorable Reports and Spring Activity In-
creased by Demands for Klondike.

New York, Feb. 18.—Bradstreet’s

Canadian trade reports are quite favor-
able. Toronto reports wholesale houses
as working night and day shipping
spring goods. Woolen and cotton mills
are behind on orders, and large eales of
American printed goods are being made
to fill deficiencies. Failures are less
numerous, and inquiries are reported
from many American cities for supplies
suitable for Klondike trade. Prices of
wheat are above the export bagis. Am-
erican corn is selling largely for feeding
purposes. No material change is re-
rted from Montreal. Steady business
18 reported in groceries. Canned goods
are active, and dry goods orders are
larger than last year.
Business failures in the Dominion of
Canada this week were 38, against 51 last
week, 58 in this week of 1897, 58 in 1896,
and 38 in 1895.

THE THUGS OF SEAGWAY.

Governor of Alaska Appeals for a Military
Force to Keep Them in Sub-
jection. :

WasHINGTON, Feb, 18.—Secretary Bliss
is ix receipt of a letter from Governor
Brady, of Alaska, deseriptive of the law-

’ ussion,
for the despatch of the ! =
tary force already authorized to be sent
to Alaskan territory. 3
Thé following is a copy of the letter:
¢ News from Skagway by the steamer
now ‘in port is serions. The TUnited
States deputy marshal has been. shot
dead in the discharge of his duties. An-
other man was killed at the same time
and at the same place. Recently the
steamers have been carrying great lists
of ngers; many of them are
gamblers, thugs and lewd women from
the western centres and from the cities
of the Coast. They have taken in the
situation at Skagway and Dyea, and ap-
pear to have combined to carry things
with a high hand. The best people at
these places are powerlegs because they
have no municipal form of government.
The United States marshal is powerless
because he can appoint only a few depu-
ties, and when they undertake to act
they are singled out as targets by this
rough element.’”’

RIGHTS IN ALASKAN WATERS.

ping Dilscussed in the British
Commons.

Loxpon, Feb, 17.—The Parliamentary
Sacretary for Foreign Affairs, Hon.
George N. Curzon, in the House of Com-
mons to-day, answering a question
a8 to whether the rights and obliga-
tions respecting Alaska, under all the
then existing treaties, had been trans-
ferred when the United States pur-
chased the country, said that only cer-
tain articles of the Anglo-Russian treaty
of 1829, regarding the geographical
limits, were recited in the Russo-
American treaty, under which Alaska
was ceded. Article 263 of the treaty of
Washington, of 1871, Mr. Curzon said,
rovided that the navigation of the
gukon, Porcupine and Stikine rivers
was to be free and open to the commerce
of British subjects and American citi-
zens, subject to the laws and regula-
tions of either country, within its
own territory, and not inconsistent with
the privileges of free navigation. In-
quiries, he continued, had been made
by the British Ambassador, as to wbat
regulations were best applicable to the
navigation of the Stikine river.
Mr. Michael Davitt, the member for
South Mayo, asked whether the fact of
the contemplated supervision referred
to was in coneequence of the threats
made by Canada to legislate against
American interests in the Yukon terri-
tory. )
I&r. Curzon angvere,(,i: ¢ I have heard
nothing to that effect.
8ir E‘llia Ashmead-Bartlett, the Cou-
servative member for the Ecclesall divi-
sion of Sheffield, acked if steps had been
taken te deliminate that country.

Mr. Curzon, in reply, said that he
wanted notice of that question.

Trouble in Thessaly.
Lonpon, Feb. 18.—A. despatch to the
Standard from Constantinople says that

'1,200 fresh troops have been ordered to

reinforce the Ottoman garrison in Thes-
saly. The deepatch adds tl at the mini-

ster of war is active in all directions.

b territory unmder the

Suggested Interference With Ganadian Ship-

GHIER JUSTICE FIRED,

President Kruger Summarily Re-
moves Head of Sonth African
Judiciary.

Suggestion That the British Shounld
Prevent Such Interference
With the Courts.

PreTorIA, Feb. 18. — Judge J. G.
Kotze, president of the supreme court,
has been dismissed and Judge P. Greg-
orowski, a juatice of the criminal bench
of the court, has been appointed to suc-
ceed him. The removal of Judge Kotze
arises from his protesting against the
relations between the executive and
judiciary in connection with a law
passed about a year ago.

Mr. Kotze has written to President
Kruger, declaring that he still regards
himeself as chief justice of the supreme
court of the South African Republic.
He disputes the President’s power to
dismigs him, and quotes various laws in
support of his contention. President
Kruger replied to the letter, confirming
the dismissal.

LoNpoN, Feb., 18.—A despatch from
Capetown to the Daily Mail savs that the
dismissal of Chief Justice Kotze has
cauged alarm and suspician throughout
South Africa, irrespective of political or
radical feeling, excepting among the
Hollander clique. The administration
of justice in the Tranevaal is generally
regarded as having been reduced to a
farce. Some persons contend that the
suzerain power ought to intervene
on the ground that the situation is
dangerous to British interests.

THE RELIEF ESCORT.

United States Soldiers May Pass Through
Canadian Territory But Not
Under Arms.

WasHINGTON, Feb, 18.—The secretary
of state has received a communication
from Sir Julian Pauncefote, the British

ambassador here, relating to the passage
of the United States relief expedition
through Canadian territory en route to
thegold regions. Sir Julian eays he is
authorized by the Marquis of Salisbury
to state that ‘‘the Dominion government
nwré quite willing that United States
m that are destined for places in

a beyond the 1418t meridian and
are contidered mneces for the
protéction of the relief expedition while
in United States territory. should pass

ulations b ge the pass-
sage” of Canadian - ““Police
through United States territory, namely
that the men shall not be under arms,
and that the arms and all munitions -of
war shall go through Canadian territory
as baggage.”’
Bir Julian adds: ‘*The Dominion
government at the same time desire to
make it clear that they fully appreciate
the wish of the United States govern-
ment to afford relief,and have forwarded
instructions to the local officials to facil-
itate the expedition in every gible
way. An escort of Dominion police will
be furnished for the expedition during
its passage through Canadian territory.”
In conclusion he says he will be glad
to learn as early as possible whether the
above arrangement is satisfactory to the
United States government, in which
case he will advise the Marquis of Salis-
bury and the Governor-General of Can-
ada. The state department has accepted
the terms offered.

LANGLEY NOTES. /

A Very Wet Winter — Salmon Trout
Running—New Municipal Clerk.

LaNGLEY, Feb. 16.—For the past ten
days Langley has had rain more or less
every day, and during this whole winter
the rainfall has been immense. Those
who have seen many winters here say
this is one of the wettest. As a conse-

quence of this the roads are extremely
bad, mud all depths and water every-
where.

Mr. Simpson is municipal clerk in the
place of Mr. Hawkins, who resigned.
Salmon trout are now running in the
Fraser river. .

Prices for hay seem good in town and
the farmers are feeling joyful over it.

It will not e the fault of Langley if
the Klondike is not crowded for they are
sending their share. Four have already
left with two more to follow.

With an increase in population such
as has been experienced lately it would
not take long to populate the whole of
British Columbia. During the space of
about two weeks no less than ten births
have taken place, ending with twins.

MISS WILLARD DEAD.

Leader of the Women’s Temperance Move-
ment Closes a Busy Career.

New Yorx, Feb. 18.—Miss Frances E.
Willard, president of the World’s and
National Women’s Christian Temper-
ance Union,who had been suffering from
an attack of influenza with gastric com-
plications, died shortly after midnight
last night at the Hotel Empire, this city.
At the bedside of Miss illard at the
time of her death were her nieces, Mrs.
Baldwin, Mrs. L. M. M. Stevens, vice-
president of the W.C.T.U.; Miss Anna
M. Gordon, who was Miss Willard’s sec-
retary, and Dr. Alfred. K. Hill. Miss
Willard had been ill about three weeks.
She had the best medical care and treat-
ment that could be given, but in spite of
all efforte grew worse gradually, until
her demise last night.

Frances Elizabeth Willard was born at
Churchville, N.Y., September 28, 1839,
«ra luated from the Northwestern Fe-
mae College at Evanston, Ill., in 1859,

Lecame professor of natural science

there in 1863, and was principal of the
Genessee Wesleyan Seminary in 1866-
1867. The following two years she spent
in foreign travel, giving part of the time
to study in Paris and contributing to
periodicale, In 1871,and up to 1874, she
was professor of aesthetics at the North-
western University and dean of the
Womeun’s College, where she developed
her system of ge!f-government, which
has been adopted by other educators.
Miss W.llard left the profession in 1881
to identify hereelf with t he W.C.T.U.
On the death of her brother, Oliver A.
Willard, in 1879, she succeeded him as
editor of the Chicago Evening Post.
Since 1882 she has been a member of the
executive committee of the Prohibition
party._In 1886 she accepted the leader-
ghip of the White Cross movement, and
her own unions, which obtaiced through
her influence enactments in twelve
states for the protection of women.
Cuicaco, Feb, 18.—Services over the
remains of Miss Willard will be held in
New York on Sutday. The body will
then be sent to Chieago. Miss Katherine
L. Stevenson, corresponding secretary
of the W.C.T.U., said to-day that it was
the present intention to have a commit-
tee of Miss Willard’s friends and co-
workers in Chicago meet the body be-
tween here and New York city and act
as an escort during the journey West.
The body will be taken to Miss Wil-
lard’s home in Evanston, where on
Thursday the funeral will be held.
LoNpoN, Feb. - 18.—The afternoon
newspapers to-day make sympathetic
reference to the death of Miss Frances
E. Willard, president of the W.C.T.U.
of the world, who died last night at New
York. All agree that Miss Willard’s
death will be a serious blow to the so-
cieties with which she was connected.

i O £ s SN
Archbishop Cleary Il
Ki1~esToN, Feb. 18.—(8pecial)—Arch-
bishop Cleary is ill, and fears are ex-
pressed that he may not recover. He is
70 years old, and very feeble.
Politics and Religion.
ToronTOo, Feb. 18.—(8pecial)—There
are seventeen Roman Catholics in the
field for the Ontario general election—

eight for the government and nine for
the opposition.

PERMANENTLY CURED.

A STORY TOLD BY A JUSTICE
OF THE PEACE.

Attacked With La Grippe Which Left Him
Weak and Wora Out—Kidney Trouble
Added Its Complications and the Sufferer
‘Was Bisconraged, ..

From the Journal, Summerside, P.E.L

- Qne of Lh3 best - knowsf e sround
Bedique ‘and” vacinity 8 Mr. Alfred
Schurman, who has recently removed to
North Carleton. Mr. Bchurman was
borne in Bedique about seventy years
ago. Some twenty five years ago he was
sworne in a8 a justice of the peace, and
about twenty-one years ago he was ap-
pointed clerk of the county court, in
both of which offices he has given entire
satisfaction. Mr, Schurman was also a
farmer on a large scale and like most
men engaged in that occupation led a
busy life, being compelled to attend
strictly to business, but lessthan & year
ago he retired from farming and now
lives in & cosy cottage in North Carleton.
Before his retirement, work such as only
& man engaged in that occupation knows
anything about, claimed his attention.
His increasing years made the burden
heavier and the spring work of 1893
wore him completely out. This is what
he tells about it, and how he was cured :
‘‘ In the spring of 1893 the constant toil
and drudgery connected with the work
of farming wore me out completely,
and the break down was the more
complete because the results were cou-
pled with the bad effects left by an
attack of 1a grippe. One of the results
of 1a grippe was a nasty cough, another
was the eomplete loss of appetite. My
spirite were greatly depressed and I felt
that I had lived out my days. I always
felt cold, and consequently the stove and
I were great friends, but the cold effected
more especially my feet and caused me
great annoyance., Added to this com-
plication was a serions kidney trouble
which threatened to prove the worst
enemy of all. I was unable to do any
work, had no ambition and less strength,
and was not & bit the better of all the
doctor’s medicine I had taken. It was
my wife who advised me at last to try
Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills. I bought six
boxes and began taking them. My hope
revived because a change for the better
was soon taking place, and before they
were done I was cured. The six
boxes brought back my appetite,
strength and ambition, in . short,
all that 1 had lost in the way
of strength and health. The next
spring however my health again
gave way and I immediately began
using the Pink Pills again, and I am
happy to say that they effected that
time a permanent cure, and to-day I am
well and hearty as if I were only forty.
I strongly recommend Dr. illiams’
Pink Pills to all who are suffering as I
was. :

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills cure by go-
ing to the root of the disease. They re-
new and build up the blood, and
strengthen the nerves, thus driving
disease from the system. Avoid imita-
tions by insisting that every box you
purchase is enclosea in a wrapping
bearing the full taade mark, Dr. Wil-
liams’ Pink Pills for Pale People.

o

. A PARTY of seven provincial police
leave on the Danube on Tuesday for the
North., They go in by way of the
Stikine river, and will be stationed, two
at-Glenora, two at Telegraph Oreek, and
two at Teslin Lake, winE Chief Con-
stable Bullock-Webster in charge of the
district, and headquarters probably at
Glenora. The other members of the

arty are: Constables McLean, Morton,
3 ackson, Greaves, Drummond and Cam-
eron. The party take fourteen dogs to
draw their supplies and outfits up the
Stikine river on the ice,

bOUM FOR  OMINECA.

A Small Advance Party of Califor-
nians Preparing to Go to
Hazleton.

More Will Follow Sogn—Vietoria
Cheaper For Outfitting Than
the Golden Gate.

That the Klondiké gold excitement is
bound to draw greater attention to Brit-
ish Oolumbia gold fields as well is shown
by the fact that among many of the re-
cent arrivals there is a disposition not to
rush through to Dawson, but to try their

luck on the way, prospecting the rich
and comparatively unexplored regions
in the ncrthern part of the provinge.
Among the many miners who landed
from the San Francisco steamer yester-
day morning was a little party com-
posed of J. M. Hitchings, E. C. Harring-
ton and H. Anderson, who may
be deecribed as the vanguard of
Southern miners for the Omineca.
Iastead of rushing for Dawson they will
go in by way of the Naas to Hazleton
and try their luck in prospecting the
Omineca, gradually working their way
north, It is understood that a large
party of between 30 and 40 men is being
formed in San Francisco with the same
object of going tqQ the Omineca.

One reason Mr. Hitching gives for his
party going that way is that they will
have what is comparatively speaking a
virgin gold country to prospect in with-
out going go far away as the Yukon, and
also with the advantages of a milder
‘climate,

We bought our clothing down there in
San Francisco, said Mr. Hitchings, who
is 8 New Yorker, *‘ because they lied to
us about there being no duty to pay od
our outfits. Now I find when I come up
here that we could have saved a lot of
money by buying in Victoria. They
don’t keep a good class of the cutfitting
goods in S8an Francisco either. I blame
your people for our troubles. Why do
not you have a bureau of informa-
tion down in San Francisco to let
people know the truth about Victoria;
that American goods have to pay duties,
and that in woollen goods you can give a
better class of goods far cheaper than

.|such could sell in San Franciseo. I

made for Ban Francisco because it is a
kind of centre for miners down there,
and I naturally supposed I would get the
proper information there. Now I find
that they did as up, telling us there was
no duty and ‘that” they could sell us
cheaper than jin Victoria. Why, I

wanted to - a mackinaw shirt
from a man in ’Frisco, and he had only
sizes 100 ;

‘to-get me a 8
hours sent one round to my: boarding-
house. I did not;thinkof trying it on
till this evening, and then I found it was
the very shirt I had tried on in his store
and found too big.  That is one way
they did me up besides telling me un-
truths about outfitting.”

Mr. Hitcbhings and his companions are
at the Occidental with a number of other
Californians bouad fer the North,

Like many more of the com-
mon-sense, fair-minded class of Am-
ericans, be condemns strongly
the unfair  tactics that bhave
been pursued by the States againat
Canada,and remarked that as the gold
mines were in Canada and Americans
were allowed to mine on the same terms
as Canadians, it was only right that
Canada should do the trade of outfitting
without having unfair means used
against her.

U. S. NAVAL ARCHITECTURE.

A Glaring Fault in Construction Suggested
as the Cause of the “ Maine”
Di<aster,

WasHINGTON, Feb. 19.—While the
disaster to the Maine has created temper
in the house for liberal appropriations
for the navy, and while it is undoubted
that the house in its present frame of
mind would not hesitate to vote for two
new battleships, one to replace the
Maine, this temper is based upon the
theory that the Maine was blown up by
external agencies. If the result of the
official inquiry should develop the fact
beyond peradventure that the ship’s
magazine exploded from fire or other
cause within her hull, it is believed the
sentiment in congress will be created
against the expenditure of millivns in
the construction of warships that may
be blown up at any time. It seems like-
ly a congressional investigation will fol-
low a report from the board of inquiry
attributing the loss of the Maine to an
explosion of her magazine. No resolu-
tion for this purpose has yet been intro-
duced in the house, however.

A very prominent member of the
house naval committee said he was
absolutely amazed when he learned that
the Maine’s coal bunkers abutted the
magazine, with only & thin partition be-
tween.

‘“ When I learned that it was a fire in
the coal bunkers of the Cincinnati which
charred the box in which shells in the
magazine were stored,’’ he gaid, ** I did
not consider it my duty to attempt to
initiate congressional “action to avert
this danger due to her construction. I
assumed, as a matter of course, that was
the duty of the navy department
officials to affect such a change as would
remove the danger.”’ .

The requests of the Spanish authori-
ties to join our people in the main in-
vestigation will be respectfully declined.
Secretary Long and Assistant Secretary
Day,of the state department, had an
interview with the President this morn-
ing which lIasted nearly an hour. The
matter was discussed at considerable
length and the conclusion was reached,
and Gen. Lee to be notified that while
this government is willing to afford the
Spanish authorities all reasonable facili-
ties for conducting an investigation, yet
it is thought best that the first inquiry
be made by United States commission-
ers,

Sialler one xad. a3 fow]

New York, Feb. 19.—Col. Sinclair, in
commard at Fort Wadsworth, said this
morning that instructions from the com-
mander of the United States army had
been sent for one hundred men to man
the guns at the fortifications at Sandy
Hook. Orders were given to the guard
mount to keep every one off the govern-
ment reservation until further notice.

CHINA’S FINANCIAL STRAITS.

Lively Operations by Japan to Follow Any
Default in Indemnity.

New York, Feb. 18.—A special from
Yokohama says: The Japanese Times,
the government organ, takes a gloomy
view of the Eastern situation. The fol-
lowing is from its leading*editorial:

*‘ Under thesecircumstances things are
in a state of suspense. Will the threat-
ened storm pass away without causing
any actual explosion? Nobody would be
80 bold as to answer in the affirmative,
we should say that the real dangers of
the situation have yet to be faced. What
those dangers will be it is not easy nor
safe to foretell, but we may state broadly
that they will disclose themselves when
the time comes for Japan to act the hero
on the stage.”’

The Times adds that it is true that
Japan refused China’s request for time
in which to pay the war indémnity due
in May next, and continues: *‘Ifour
| neighbors succeed in raising the money

before that time, it will be all right, but

should her efforts be unsuccessful, the
result would be the inauguration of an
epoch in the Eastern crisis. Under the
conceivable developments of events,
things may easily come very nearly to
the point of explosion. China’s failare
to find money will open a new scene
which will be of more lively interest
than anything thus far enacted.”

ARTILLERY IMPROVEMENTS.

Germany and France Have Immensely In-
creased the Effectiveness of
This Branch.

Loxpon, Feb. 19.—The Chronicle says
that the German artillery prior to July
wag entirely re-armed with quickfiring
guns which throw ten or twelve shells a
minute, theee shells having higher de-
structive powers than field gun shells.
The re-armament was accomplished with
absolute secrecy. When Emperor Wil-
liam informed the foreign attaches of
what had been done, France immediate-
ly began the manufacture, from a pre-
determined model, of 5,000 quick-firing
guns, capable of discharging ten shots a
minute. These gune are eimilar to the
latest. pattern in Nordenfeldt cannon,
and have a mechanism of extreme accu-
racy. By January 800 gunse were ready
with projectiles. - The whole number
will be completed before the end of 1898.
1t is asserted that two of
‘equal 8 batteryof

it B2, o >

gune, tripling ita Concur-
rent with thege rew batteries, a new ar-
rangement of ammunition wagons in-,
volves the addition of 36 horses to each
battery. . .

.

NEW ERA FOR ROSSLAND.

Good Times Have Come Again With the
Advent of Foreign Capital.

RossLanD, Feb, 11.—Rossland, since
my last visit, has been completely trans-
formed. Prospectors,  merchants,
miners and brokers agree in declaring

that the good times have come again,
and that this young city is on the high
road of unexampled prosperity. I have
frequently pointed out that lack of
capital has been the main factor in re-
tarding the growth of the Rossland
camp. In addition to this the * wild-
cat ”’ operator had scared away investors
by his machinations. But the * wild-
cat’’ operator has disappeared from
Rossland and ie gone in search of fresh
felds and pastures new. At the same
time English capitalista have appeared
apon the scene, have acquired vast in-
terests in the Trail Creek mining dis-
trict, and are about to operate in this
country with almost unlimited capital.
The London company of which Sir
Charles Tupger is head, called the Lon-
don & British Columbia Gold Fields, has
acquired a property a few miles south of
Rossland, called the Velvet, which has
all the ear-marks of a bonanza gold
mine. The Velvetis more than likely
to rival the Le Roias a gold producer
and dividend payer, and nothing could
be more fortunate for British Columbia
than that the Velvet should be a rich
mine.

Nothing has done go much to infuse
new life and hope into the Rossland
camp a8 the operations of the British
America- Corporation. Ex-Lieutenant-
Governor Mackintosh is the Canadian
manager of this concern. Probably in
all Canada there is no man so well versed
in its affairs or so thoroughly conversant
with the resources of the Dominion as
C. H. Mackintosh. The British America
Corporation acted well and wisely when
it placed the guidance of its fortunes in
British Columbia in the hands of such a
man. Foracomparatively smallamount
of money he has acquired mineral land
of priceless value, and I have no hesi-
tany in predicting for the British Ameri-
ca Corporation a career of vast useful-
nees for Canada, and more than the best
of good fortune for its stockholders. The
Oolumbia and Kootenay mine was ac-
quired by Governor Mackintosh for less
than $300,000. I am assared from
absolutely trustworthy sources that
the Columbia and Kooteday is
worth more than all the British
America Corporation has spent 1n
Canada., The grade of ore is not so
rich as that of the Le Roi, Iron Mask or
War Eagle, but there are emormous ore
bodies in this mine, and it can be mined
on an immense ecale and can be made
a8 big a dividend payer as the Le Roi.
This is the concensus of opinion of the
men who worked in this mine and are
thoroughly familiar with its resources.
None of the other claims are devel-
oped to anything like the extent
with which the Columbia & Koo-
tenay is developed, but I am as-

sured that the Number One, West Le

these guns will | us acts idity, and ineo
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Roi & Josie, Legal Tender, Great West-
ern and Golden Chariot, as well as the
Surprise, are honeycombed by veins of
rich bearing pyretic ore. and that capital:
and labor is all that is needed to win:
from these claims a fabulous amount of
gold. I cannot say much about the pur-
chages that Mr. Mackintosh made in the
Christina Lake country. I examined
the Lalla Rookh group of mines last fall,
but though there was a great showing
of mineral on the surface, there was not
sufficient work done to justify a judg-
ment being made of these claims. I
also understand that Mr. Mackintish has
bonded some exceedingly good property
outside of Roseland, and that he is wait-
ing for the approval of his company to
take possession of them.

I must not forget to refer to the opera-
tions of another syndicate at Rossland
with which Mr. Hosmer and John W.
Mackay are associated. They have
bought the Colonna, Monte Cristo and a
controlling interest in the Virginia. Of
the Colonna I know but little; it has
some exceedingly valuable ore, but the
local management have always seemed:
dubious about it as well ag particularly
non-communicative. The Monte Cristo
is an immense deposit of mineral con-
taining vast quantities of low grade ore,
but up to recently no rich ore chute had
been discovered. The Virginia, on the
other hand, promised from the grass
roots to make a mine, and I am happyto
say that the concensus of opinion in the
camp isthat the Virginia will make one
of the big mines of the country.

The Evening Star is a property thas.
has always promised well, and it can
hardly fail to make a valuable mine,
but from the date of discovery until now
it has been ‘‘hoodooed.” Its prineipal
stockholders in Spokane are a group of
pettifogging, flap-doodle mining oper~
ators, and they have just capped all their

o fom y stock 10 s ;
for a price said to be more than one hun-
dred per cent. below the market value
of the stock. This was accomplished
while H. B. Niehols, the director who
represents the Eastern Canada interests,
wae lying upon a sick bed and unable to
attend the meeting of the board of di~
rectors. P. A. O’FARRELL,

e e
VIC10RIA IN SEATTLE.

The Advantages of the City Are Not Pro-
perly Advertised,

The following extract from a lefter—
writtext by a Victorian now in Seattle to -
a friend in this city is full of valuable -
suggestions to Victoria business men :

‘‘The Seattle people cannot, I think, .
be beaten in the advertising line, for
they spare no pains either to attract
strangers, or when they have them here -
to get them to buy.
town is very much behind, for, while we -
have an information bureau here, in a--
good location, the men must seek the
information, not the informatlon the -
men. Ihave had a talk with the Vic--
toria agent, and he is of the same opin~--
ion that the circulation of a few'hundred:
dodgers every week would do much to~
attract & great number of men to Vic~
toria. I have taken the trouble to make
a tour of some of the hotels, and in every
one there are to be found piles of dod-
gers, price lists, etc., of Seattle mer--
chants, but not a line or letter to give:
the men a chance to compare prices with«
those of Victoria merchants; and as the

class, they accept any information given
by anyone as the truth, or, at any rate,:
as worthy of enquiry. Of course, men
of this class once allured into the hands
of a smart salesman buys before he
leaves the store. The hotel men are
frequently appealed to as to where is the
cheapest place to outfit, and if Vietoria.
can furnish goods cheaper, and natu-
rally enough reply as their own interests
dictate. The Victoria agent telle ‘me
that he has no funds; but it would not
be an expensive matter for Victorians to
send him'a few of their own price lists
and dodgers, and these could be dis-
tributed to the various hotels at an ex-
penee of a dollar or two. As the agent
puts it: ¢ Every piece of business done
here has come. to the place of its own
accord, I have done no work outside.’

‘“ A popular idea among the men here
is that groceries are much cheaper than
in Victoria, and that while clothing may
be dearer here, ‘the difference is slight.
The question of Canadian goods crossing
the * American strip,’ and the difficulties
attendant thereto, are, as you probably
know, enlarged on until the mind of a
man with no knowledge of the condi-
tions is hopelessly befogged.

‘*‘ The CoroxNistT does a great deal of
good in making all these matters clear;.
but the bold statement that goods are 30
or 35 per cent. chéaper is not what men
want. They néed to have an idea of the
cost of each article, and this the CoL-
ONIST cannot supply —the merchants .
must do it for themselves.”

BarL was secured yesterday for Michael
Vietor Bnthven, who was committed by
the Chief Justice on a charge of perjury.
Sureties were found in the persons of
Messra. J. B. Lovell, J. R. Giscome, W.
.R. Clarke and Peter Oakes, and Ruth--
4 ven was set at liberty.

In this respect our °

men are all, or nearly all, of the poorer -
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