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“He seems all right, 
all, where to the use in 
pestr

-* Edmond wrote a letter to Dora—a 
letter that made his heart bleed. This
IS it:

Mr Darling Sweetheart:—It seems 
that Kate must continue to be cruel to 
ns, and I am penning these words 
with misery in my heart—the misery 
of having to pain and diets»* yen. 
It is seven o'clock, and I do -net lad 
it hard to picture your dear face, your 
beautiful, anxious eyes watching and 
waiting for one who cannot come to 
you until another day. Oh, Dota, my 

, loving, tftiè-hearted Dora, u 1* like a 
knife in my soul! • And now I will 
explain at least a part of my difficulty.

• My father is desperately ill—perhaps 
mad, for his valet has just left me, 
after bringing me the shocking news 
that he has deserted his own home 
forever—that he is In hiding, and 
must see me at a very late hour to­
night. My darling, *hht can 1 do 
but obey?' I -am bis only child, and 
If he needs my care, I should be a 
monster to grade my natural duty. 
There is not time to come to you and 

' explain It is seven no1#, and 1 am 
going to send you a telegram at 
eight. I hare another engagement of 
vital importance, and at-ten I have td 
solve the mystery of my poof father's 
at present inexplicable conduct.

I will cbme to-morrow, little wife, 
and I shall tap at the oriel window, j 
Tours in Mfe- and death,

A V EDMUND.
He postSthls letter, on his way to 

Fleet Streep and at the same time 
sent a telegram to Dora, explaining 
briefly the cause of his absence, and 
telling her that he had written a let­
ter.to her.

When he reached the barrister’s 
chambers, it was halt-past eight, and 
he walked up the dark stairway, like 
a man who prepares to face à stern 
and Inexorable Judge.

He had no Idea that he had been 
followed from Piccadilly by a small 
man In a gray tweed suit. He had no 
idea that the man crept upstairs af­
ter hlm, Und crouched in the shadow 
of the door that opened into the bar­
rister’s room#.
-gjocksley passed In, and the door 

closed. There was no one there but 
Fairfax, and he sat reading the even­
ing edition of the Standard.

He looked np, but did not speak, and 
motioned his friend to be seated.
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CHAPTER XXVIII.

pounds .j# I Intend' telegraphing to sev­
eral Colonial agents, and I must de­
posit money'with their representatives 
here as a guarantee of good faitti."

“You need not explain your-modus 
operand! to me, Frank; I am quite 
satisfied to Intrust the matter to you: 
Go to work, and report to rae here 
for the present."

He gave Rogers a check and the 
young detective went away, filled with 
the importance of his task.

At six o’clock prompUy, Peters, the 
valet, put in an appearance, and Ed­
mund was quick to observe the anx­
iety in the man’s tack.

“Do not speak above a whisper, 
sir,” he pleaded. “This is almost a 
matter of life and death.”

“I shall soon begin to think I am 
mad,” Locksley said, “ that "everybody 
else is. What is the meaning of that 
extraordinary note you left here? Why 
has my father left “The Cedars?’ What 
freak is it?"

"Hush, Mr. Edmund! Do not ask 
me to explain He will tell you all. 
Your letters have been kept back 
from him; he knew nothing of your 
projected marriage until yesterday. 
The scoundrel who calls himself Vis­
count Melville Is at the root of the 
mischief. Your father^ nepda you how 
—needs you to save «to from an aw­
ful fate. Don’t aSkt the td tell you 

more; I am running a great risk in 
epeakng with you here. I will meet 
you on Waterloo Bridge, say at ten 
o'clock, to conduct you to my master, 
and I ask you to be prepared for a 
great change in him.”

He suddenly turned away, for he 
was aware that he was being eyed cur­
iously by a gentleman who had re­
cently entered --the room, and before 
Edmund could arrest his rapid move­
ments, he had vanished.

“That’s my old orderly, Peters, as 
I live!” exclaimed the newcomer. 
"Halle, Locksley. I hunted you up at 
the time arranged,' but you were not 
here Any news from your father?”

“Bad news, general,” Edmund re­
plied, evasively. “It was indeed Pet­
ers,- whom you saw leave me, and my 
father Is too ill to see any one.”

"Confound it," muttered , Hassard.

“Will it take you long to read np 
this test case—this ruling of Judge 
Chltty? Fairfax, I believe in my heart 
that your fears are well founded, and 
I have reveled for hours In a fool’s 
paradise.”

"I am not sure that I have a com­
plete digest of the case,” Fairfax re- 
spended, “but you shall know to-night, 
as I know where to lay my hand upon 
the books.”

“Then I will not hamper you, hut 
will come to your chamber later. “Tell 
me what time I may come.”

“I will be ready for you at eight 
«’clock." # '

"So late? And Dora all this time 
waiting for me!” Locksley exclaimed 
In distress.

“It cannot be helped, old man. -I 
#nay even then not be quite.prepared 
for you Send her a telegram—’Un­
avoidably detained,’ you know. It Is 
hard, of course, but It might have been 
a great deal worse.” ,

“You are right; it might have been 
yworse. I will go to my club and at­
tend to one or two matters there. Then 

will send this wretched telegram ; 
nd if—and if I cannot go home—go 
o 'The Myrtles’—to my darling to-
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