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CHAPTER XXVIL
Spurned.
Even with this trivial matter he
connected Norah in his thoughts.
“if the house would only catch fire,

‘and I might be lucky enough to save

her!” he thought. “Perhaps that
might help me; I'd burn down all
London if by so doing I could secure
her.”

He pushed open the door, and was
surprised to see the earl sitting at
the table.

'“] beg your pardon,” he said. “I
did not know you were here, and was
coming to put out the lamp——"
Then he stopped, and hurried to the
earl’s side, for he saw that his face
was white and drawn, and that he
was ill. “What is the matter?” he
asked. “Are you ill?”

The earl put out his hand warning-
ly, and looked toward the door.

“Yes, I—I am not well, Guildford,” |

he said, “Don’t—don’t be
alarmed.”

“But I am alarmed,” said Guildford
Berton, with
“What is it?”

The earl tried to rise, but fell back;
and even as he did so he took out his
pocket handkerchief aﬁd tried to wave
it in his usual stately fashion.

feebly.

simulated anxiety.

“It is—er—nothing very much,” he

“A—a sudden faintness. I

believe the medical men term it—er—
pressure on the heart. Probably I
have been—er—reading too long.”
“I’'ll get you something,” said
Guildford Berton, and he went up to
his Qoom and brought some sal-vola-
tile, thinking swiftly all the time:
Would it be better for him that the
earl should die or live?

“Thank you, thank you,” said the
old man, with a stately bow of his
shaking head.

“Have you had an attack like this
before?” asked Guildford Berton.

“Yes,” replied the earl, “this is the
third. But I beg you will not alarm
yourself; it is a—a mere nothing. I
—I am not a young man’—he waited
a moment, as if he hoped that Guild-
ford would be bold enough to con-
tradict him—*“and these—er—attacks
try me.”

There was silence for a moment,
then he said:

“There is a flask of perfume in that
drawer; will you give it me, please?
Thanks. Did you—er—spend.a pleas-
ant evening?”

“Yes,” said Guildford.

“You are later than usual.”

“I looked in at the club after I had
, sent Lady Norah home,” said Guild-
ford, still watching the white, drawn
face closely.

“Ah, yes, she has home?”
murmured the earl, passing his hand

come

over his forehead with a confused
air. “She did not come in to wish me
good-night as usual,” he added, after
a pause, and with a kind of repressed
anxiety. “That was—er—unlike her,
Guildford.”

Inwardly surprised, Guildford Ber-

replied.

ton said:

“Only tired.”

This is the wa

condition.
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“I expect she thought you were}]
engaged writing or reading, and did|

not like to disturb_you, sir.”

“Ah, perhaps s0,” he assented. “Er
‘~you may have noticed, Guildford,
that Norah has an affectionate na-
ture.”

“Indeed, yes.”

“I—er—should not like her to be
alarmed.”

Still more surprised at this novel
exhibition of the earl’s regard for his
daughter’s feelings, Guildford Berton
nodded assent.

“I beg you will not mention this—
er—slight attack of mine to her,
Guildford.”

“Certainly not, my lord,” he said,
quietly. “I should be the last person
in the world to cause Lady Norah
and disquietude or anxiety.

The earl inclined his head.

“You are considerateness
Guildford,” he said.

After a moment he added:

“I—er—think I will consult Sir
Andrew to-morrow morning. These
attacks may be of little gravity, but
still——" He stopped, and startled
Guildford by suddenly exclaiming,
with perfect naturalness: “My God!
am I going to die?”

“Oh, no, no,” Guildford responded,
quickly. “Everybody is subject more
or less to these—fainting fits, my
lord. You will find Sir Andrew will
attach no importance to
them.”

itself,

sinister

“I hope not; I—er—hope not,” fal-
tered the old man; and then, as if
ashamed of his sudden outburst, he
said:

“I—er—was thinking of ' Norah,
Guildford. It would be—terrible to
leave her alone, She has no mother,
no one. If she were married—"
He stopped and leaned back with a
sigh.

Guildford Berton’s breath came fast
and his-face grew hot.

“You would feel more at ease?” he
said.

The earl moved his head éssenting—
1y.

“Yes, yes; she is young and—

inexperienced. She is just the éir]

to be led away by her feelings. I

¥y, anaemic, bloodless people usually describe their

But there is a pallor of the lips, eyelids and ‘gums’Which denotes

the weak, watery state of the blood.
. Tired feelings tell of muscular weakness. Failure of the diges-
tive organs indicates their weakened action. The system is running
down because the blood is lacking in the nutritive element which is

necessary to rebuild the cells wasted b
process of living.

y, the daily work and in the

In this weakened condition one is an easy prey to colds and all
contagious diseases. The blood must be enriched by such
_restorative treatment as Dr. Chase’s Neive Food -before .
you can hope to regain strength.
Anaemia does not correct itself, and, consequently,
the greatest danger lies in neglecting to take active treat-
ment until the §treng'th is too far wasted. ’
Many thousands have been cured of anaemia by using
. Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food, and this is the best
proof that it will not fail you.
It supplies, in condensed and easily assim-
ilated form, the ingredients from which nature

forms rich, red blood.

Consequently, the bene-

fits' obtained are both thorough and

 lasting.
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60 cents a box, 6 for $2.50, all dealers, or
Edmanson, Batu_& Co., Limited, To-

ronto.

-~

Do not be talked into acoepting a

-substitute. Imita-
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Like Money, OXO Cubes
are at home in any house,
however large, however
small. :
They are handy and good
for use in the Kitchen,
Dining Room, Office or
Nursery.

With OXO Cubes and hot water
a delicious cup of hot OXO can
be ready in a few minutes..

A Cube to a Cup.

Tins 15¢. and 35¢c.

have never mentioned it to you, but
I had a dread of her becoming en-
tangled by that young scoundrel who
ran away with Betsy North—South—
I have forgotten her name.”

“Oh, no, my lord,” s8aid Guildford
Berton, in a low voice. “You wrong-
ed Lady Norah by such'a suspicion.”

“I am delighted to nhear it,” falter-
ed the old man. “But she is—impres-
sionable and impulsive; she might
marry—imprudently; I should have
seen to it.
sigh. “I fear——" he was going to
say, “I have not done my duty,” but
he could not bring himself to utter
such self-condemnation. ‘“The—the

Yes!” He drew a heavy

subject pains me.”

“And me also,” said Guildford Ber-
ton, in a low voice, and with down-
cast eyes. :

Should he seize the opportunity
created by the old man, and avow
himself?

The earl looked up at him.

“I beg your Guildford?
Painful to you?”’ he asked, with polite
interrogation.

“Yes, my lord,” said Guildford Ber-
ton, his face white, hig lips set. “It
is not the time”—he moistened his

pardon,

lips—*“there can be no time, perhaps,
in which I should speak of what lies
80 near my heart as to be a matter of
life or death to me, but your Ilord-
ship’/s words—your mention of Lady
Norah’s possible marriage. e

The earl looked at him as he falter-
ed and stammered with a stare of
feeble shrprise and ewilderment.

“I fear I fail to comprehend,” he
said. “Are yoxi in any trouble? What
has Norah to do with it?”

“Ev'erything,
Guildford Berton.
now, my lord,” he went on,
though by so doing I lose your friend-
ship. But, oh, I do trust you will
bring yourself to remember how much
your words will mean to me, that for
years past I have experienced nothing
but kindness at your hands, and that
now I need it and your forbearance
more than I have ever done. Be gen-
erous, I beseech you!”

The earl struggled into an upright
position, and stared at the white face
with a puzzled frown.

"»Wha:t is this?” he said, huskily.
“Haye you—been getting into debt,
Guildford ?”

“Debt? No, my lord. If that were
all, I should fear far less acutely the
doubt and fear that oppress me. My
lord, what I have to tell you, the con-
fession I must make, will, I "know,
take you by surprise, but I plead for
your forbearance, your generosity. 1
love Lady Norah!”

The earl stared at him for a mo-
ment as if he did not comprehend.

“I—I beg your pardon,” -he said.
“What was that you said gbout Lady
Norah? I—I am afraid this attack
has left me a little deaf, Guildford.”

“I said, sir, that I love Lady Norah,”
said Guildford Berton, biting his lip
and breathing hard, “I have loved
her, sir, since—" f
. The earl staggered to his feet, and,
still looking -at him, broke into a
laugh. A

It was a horrible laugh; full of
scornful amagzement, almost of amuse-
ment. 3
“You have been—drinking, = sir!”
he said, not sternly, but with simple

alas!” résponded
“I must speak out

‘“even

| contempt,

Guildford Berton started as if tho

| old man had struck him; indeed, he

THIS IS THE STORE WITH THE :

Largest Stock of Xmas Good

IN NEWFOUNDLAND.

The Christmas dinner is the event of the season and our stock of good things
will help to make it a complete success. i
Turkeys, Geese, Ducks, Chicken, Sausages, Ox Tongue. .

Cal. Oranges, Grape Fruit, Pears; Apples, Bananas, Grapes, Lemons.
Walnuts, Brazil Nuts, Hazel Nui8, Peanuts, Chestnuts.
Figs, Dates, Crystalized Fruits, ¥able Raisins, Sultanas, Currants.

- Cherries in Marisquin, Figs in Marisquin, Cherries in Creme de Menthe.
Non-Alcoholic Wines—Sherry, Port, Black Currant, Ginger, etc.

McViti & Price’s Biscuits, Carr’s, Huntley & Palmer’s, Jacobs’.

Christmas Bon-Bons and Stockings in great variety.

Lovell & Covell’s Chocolates and Caramels, 15, 1’s, 2’s, 3’s, 4’s and 5 1b boxes.
These Chocolates are absolutely the best in town; a splendid assortment.

Westl_ninstgr Cigarettes, Turkish and Virginias, 10’s, 25’s, 50’s and 100’s.

Jamaica Cigars (Narima), pronounced by cigar smokers to be the best Jamaica
Cigar imported, 25 and 50 in each box.
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Phone Orders Selected A ' Mail Orders Carefully
and Packed & Shipped.
yred Sons, Lid. _ e« swime

Promptly Delivered. Satisfaction Guaranteed.
: GROCERY DEPARTMENT.
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The very latest designs in :
- Ladies’ Lace Embroidered Collars, 25¢. each.
: Silk Knitted Scarfs, $1.20.
Silk Blouses, $2.50 and $3.20.

Children’s Teddy Bear Coats with Bonnef to
match, $3.90 and $4.70.

Feather Hat Bands, 60c.
Xmas Cards, 25¢. and 45c¢. box.

A. & S. RODGER.
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ainy W eather Specials! ¢

LADIES®

‘Black Enameled Rain Coats,

With' Belt, $7.50 each.

Ladies OIL HATS

- Large Shape, Regular Price 75 cents,
For 60 cents.

{0 Girls Mackintosh Capes
With Hood, Navy Blue and Hood Lined with
. Plaid Silk—$2.70. s

Extraordinat
SPECIAL
Christm

Gem Rings,
Brooches,
Pendants,
Neck Chains
Ear Rings,:
Lockets.
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