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i a large, plain, old-fashioned look
ing house, in a quiet, unfrequented street ; 
a street forming one side of a quadrangle, 
and warded from the din and dust of the 
neighbouring highway by a square, or park, 
enclosed by a high and formidable looking 
fretwork of iron railing, and having a min
iature fountain at the axis of its convergent 
paths. This little spot of greenery was 
planted with noble trees and well-spread 
shrubbery, with bowers and rustic seats, 
and here and there a marble vase or a statue 
gleamed whitely through the foliage. So, 
when the fountain tinkled, and the birds 
tittered and sang from the tree boughs, and 
the leaves threw their cool, dark shadows 
on the sward, this little park was a pleasant 
place to come to from the heat and glare of 
the highways, and to loiter in through the 
golden noons or the moonlight nights of 
summer.

But to the chance wayfarer, this cool 
oasis was as unattainable as a mirage of the 
desert. He might, indeed, approach its 
barrier, and linger lovingly by its verge, 
or press his fevered brow against the cool
ing metal of its barbed gates. But these 
gates would not yield to his impatient 
hand. The shadowy refreshment of those 
rural bowers was not for him. A ponder
ous lock seemed to sneer defiantly from its 
twisted keyhole upon him as he turned 
wearily and regretfully away. The park 
was a private pleasure-ground, sacred to 
the dwellers in the quadrangle, each house
hold of whom possessed a massive key, 
whereby the shibboleth of entrance was 
made easy to these privileged and enviable 
mortals.

Hie house above alluded to stood in a 
comer of the quadrangle most remote from 
what might be called the front entrance of 
the park ; and w*s further excluded by 
being flanked on the one side by a dark 
court, or cul-de-sac, and on the other by the 
weedy and mouldering burying-ground of a 
church, which had long ceased to be 
fashionable or much frequented, save by the 
pio^ly-inclined dwellers in the quadrangle, 
and a few dryadust relics of humanity, from 
heaven only knows where, outside of that 
sacred precinct. This house, as has been 
said, was large, plain, and old-fashiened. 
It was built of brick ; but the once ruddy 
hue had faded to a dingy brown, with 
patches of sickly green here and there 
where the mould had gathered. There 
«were, however, no signs of absolute decay 
about the house. It had been erected long 
before the days of speculative building, and 
was staunch ,and solid. The window- 
shutters, from base to attic, were all of 
solid wood, and painted a quiet drab, as 
were also the front door and iron railing 
which defended each side of the eight stone 
steps leading to that ported. There was no 
name on this door ; but upon the central 
bead of its panelling, and near the to] 
silver plate was affixed,'bearing 
Roman numerals, the figures “XI

No. XIIL had been closed and empty 
for several years before the date of the 
occurrences about to be recorded. Like 
many similar houses, it had an evil reputa
tion. It had been built in the beginning 
of the present century—in 1810, I think— 
by a wealthy merchant, who, dying, be
queathed it, with the rest of his property, 
to an only son. This son proved a rake 
and a spendthrift ; and, after leading—so 
said gossip—an awful life of debauchery in 
this, then elegant, mansion, and making 
ducks and drakes of his entire patrimony, 
finally consummated his wretched career 
by slaying his mistress, and then making 
away with himself in the dining-room of 
No. X 111.

Of course, the house was, according to 
the same respectable authority, more or 
less haunted, m consequence of this fearful 
tragedy ; and but one tenant had been 
found of sufficient courage to brave super
stition, and encounter the “spiritual mani
festations, ” ae they would now, doubtless, 
be called, said to take place within its 
•walls since the suicide and assassin had 
passed out of it. This gentleman, who 
was a foreigner with a foreign family—a 
Spaniard, I believe—only served, unfortu
nately, to add confirmation to the gossips’ 
story, as he died very suddenly, in the 
night, about six weeks after lus instal
lation, the physician and coroner said of 
heart disease, but rumour asserted of 
fright.

No. Xm. thus became empty again, and 
so remained, until one morning in June, of 
the year of grace 186—, when the solemn 
seclusion of the quadrangle was broken 
by the unwonted intrusion of some 
half-dozen or more furniture vans, 
which rumbled and rattled slowly over 
its grass-fringed cobble-stones, and finally 
ranged themselves in a row, with their rear 
ends facing the curb, along the pavement 
in front of the uninhabitated mansion. The 
carmen got down from their perches, and, 
gathering in a knot at the foot of the steps, 
nt their pipes, and waited apparently for 
the arrival of some one in authority to un
bar and bid them enter. j

They were not suffered to inhale the 
vapor of the Celtic calumet for more than a 
few moments, the expected authority ap
pearing soon after in the person of a tall 
gentleman, with somewhat promineiA fea
tures, keen gray eyes, and a dark luxuriant 
beard, just threaded here and there with 
silver. This personage came at a quiet, 
dignified pace into the quadrangle, followed 
at a little distance by a burly, black-haired 
man with a basket on his arm, and, pausing 
at the group of carmen, spoke a few words 
to them, while his follower unlocked the 
house door. In another moment the un
loading and transferrai of household goods 
and chattels commenced ; the working 
force being presently further increased by 
the arrival of several mechanics, probably 
upholsterers and the like.

Now it so happened that the house 
which stood at right angles with No. XIIL, 
and was its nearest neighbour on that cor
ner of the quadrangle—being separated 
from it by the narrow court before men
tioned—was inhabited by two spinster 
sisters, the Misses Kidwick, both of whom 
had passed the R ubicon of their maiden 
bloom, and had reached—the elder one, at 
least—the extremest verge of that mystic 
period contradictorily termed sometimes a 
“ certain,” and sometimes ’“ an uncertain 
age.” -

On that eventful morning, then, Miss 
Kidwick beheld from her parlour window 
the procession of furniture vans, and call
ing to her younger sister, who 
was engaged in a dusty struggle with 
a feather brush : “ Parthenia,” said she, 
“ I told you No. XIII. was let, and 
now they’re moving in. Tlrere are a num
ber of carloads of furniture, and quite 
handsome,’ too, as well as I can judge. I 
see a piano”—

“ I wish them joy of it,” quoth Miss 
Parthenia, coming to the window. “ They 
must be strangers. Do you suppose they 
know ?”—

There’s the tenant himself, I fancy,” 
exclaimed Miss Kidwick, interrupting her 
sister, as the gentleman before described 
made his appearance.

“ And a—quite a distinguished looking 
person, too, Maria,” said Miss Parthenia, 
with emphasis. “ Not over forty, I should 
think. I wonder if he is married !”

“Married !” cried Miss Kidwick, with 
virtuous indignation. “ Of course he’s 
married. You don’t suppose, Parthenia, 
that an unmarried man would have the 
effrontery to take such a house as that in 
this neighbourhood, and attempt to set up 
what the wretches call * S bachelor estab
lishment ?’ "

“ Well, but he may be a widower,” urged 
the milder and younger sister, who was by no 
means convinced that her maidenhood’s le
gend should be “ esto perpétua.”

“Nonsense, Parthenia !” snapped Miss 
Kidwick. “ What is it to us whether he 
be a widower ?” I do wish you would talk 
like a rational woman. At your time of 
life"—

“Hum ! Pm ten yearg your junior, 
Maria, and”—

“ Nine, Parthenia. Nine years and seven 
months only, but that has nothing to do 
with the matter.” At this moment Mias 
Kid wick’s attention was called to some do-
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intervals to snatch a hasty 
glimpse in the same direction. What her 
special objects of interest were in these out
looks, or what unwonted emotion might be 
agitating her virgin bosom, who shall ven
ture to say ?

When the day glare began to fade in 
the soft gray twilight, and there was a lull 
in the household cares and -labours, even 
Miss Maria condescended to join her sister 
at the window ; and both sat looking 
through the deepening shadows, and specu
lating, each in her way, upon the probable 
character of the being, doing, and suffering 
of the new tenants across the court With 
speculation they were forced to be content 
for nothing occurred to give them a further 
insight into the res domestica of No. XIII. 
that evening, and, fatigued with their un
usual excitement they retired at a very 
early hour to their snowy pillows. Could 
they, however, by any chance, have had a 
prescient-knowledge of what was destined 
to take place that night at No. XIIL, no 
amount of persuasion on the part of the 
drowsy god would probably have tempted 
them to seek their couches until they had 
beheld and cogitated on the strange occur
rence.

This occurrence was briefly as
follows. At nightfall the solid out
side shutters of No. XIIL had
all been closed, and the front of 
house remained totally unillumined, 
by the fitful gleams of the early moon, o1 
whose face light scuds of cloud were flying. 
Just after the Misses Kidwick had com
posed themselves to slumber, which was 
shortly after nine p.m., the gas jet in 
their new neighbour’s ball was lit, and 
shone through the parallelogram of glass 
over the front door, casting a yellow square 
of light on the opposite pavement. At 
about half past ten a dose carriage drove 
slowly and as if with precaution into the 
quadrangle, skirted along the curb, and 
drew up in front of No. XIII. The 
driver dismounted in silence and opened 
the door. Four figures emerged, one after 
another, from the vehicle, and mounted 
the door-steps together. The portal opened 
instantly, the figures entered without a 
word being apparently spoken, the valve 
noiselessly close again, and the carriage 
made its exit from the quadrangle as 
cautiously as it had entered that quiet 
precinct. Thirty minutes, or thereabouts, 
later exactly the same ceremony was re
enacted, viz : Entrance of carriage number 
two, emergence of four human figures, 
their admission into No. XIII., and the 
exit of carriage as before. Ten minutes 
after this last occurrence, the light in the 
hall was extinguished, and silence and 
darkness brooded over the quadrangle for 
the rest of the night.

“ Doctor Varington’s compliments, and 
would you be so kind as to lend us a key 
to the’ square till the doctor finds the one 
belonging to us ?” This message was given 
by the burly, black-haired man to Miss 
Kidwipk’s coloured boy, and from him, 
after his fashion, to Miss Kidwick, about 
eleven o’clock the next morning.

“ Certainly, Jonas,"said Mias Parthenia, 
quickly. “ We have two keys, and Doc
tor Varington may return it at his con
venience.’

“Parthenia,” said her elder sister, 
severely, “you are hasty! Jonas, give 
the man the key—the one with the bent 
handle, mind—and say he is welcome to 
its use until the one belonging to No. 
XIII. is found or replaced.”

“Doctor Varington !” «claimed Miss 
Parthenia, when Jonas had left the room. 
“The name sounds well, Maria, doesn’t 
it ? I wonder if that fine looking man we 
saw yesterday was he. Will he put up a 
sign, do you think ? Can he be a—which 
do you suppose he is, sister, an allopath 
or homoeopath? It wouldn’t do for us to 
employ him in place of old Doctor Doser, 
would it? That is, unless—1 mean, if”—

“If what, Parthenia? What on earth 
are you talking about?” quoth Miss Kid
wick, sharply, looking up from her 
“wages book” with the end of the pen 
held under her chin.

“ Nothing,” replied the junior maiden, 
mildly.

“Then don’t bother me just now,” re
torted the elder, and resumed her financial
calcnlatinna

Miss Parthenia lingered awhile by the 
window, pensively playing, rather than 
working, with her crochet needle, then :— 
“Maria,” said she, “I believe I’ll step 
over to Mrs. Hopkins, and see her before 
she leaves town. You know she asked us 
to come and take ”—

“ Yes, very well. Go along, my dear,” 
interrupted Miss Kidwick, without pausing 
in her addition.

In a few moments (Anglice, three-quar
ters of an hour) Miss Parthenia sallied forth 
in gorgeous array ; and, obtaining the 
duplicate key from Jonas, took her way 
across the square with slow and graceful 
step, and “eyes downcast in maiden 
modesty."

Whether Mrs. Hopkins was not “at 
home,” whether she was “engaged,” or 
whether her conversation was that morning 
less attractive than usual, are matters 
of surmise only ; but that, within 
twenty minutes from the period of Miss 
Parthenia’» exit through the further gate 
of the square, that maiden once more step
ped across its gravelled threshold, is pure 
matter of fact. She loitered slowly along 
its green arcades ; and finally sat down on 
a rustic seat by the fountain, and sportive 
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ing with much apparent interest to another, 
younger man, who wae speaking in a low 
voice, and with an occasional smile lighting 
up his handsome, but otherwise rather 
serious faoe. This latter personage Miss 
Parthenia recognised as the gentleman she 
had seen superintending the moving-in cere
mony of the day before ; while to confirm 
her doubt, if she had felt any, of the 
identity, • the burly, black-haired at- 
tefidant was pacing up and down 
a lateral alley beside them, gravely 
whittling a small dead twig as he went 
mechanically to and fro like a sentinel on 
guard. Presently the younger gentleman 
rose ; and, nodding a cheerful good-day to 
the elder, left the square, stopping to speak 
for a moment to the burly man on his way 
out.

As soon as he was gone, the middle-aged 
gentleman, whose gaze had followed the 
retreating form of his companion to and 
through the gate, turned his eyes in the di
rection of the black-haired satellite, who 
was still whittling his twig with his back 
to the other ; ana, then, looking quickly 
round, brought Miss Parthenia within his 
focus of vision, and instantly smiled and 
kissed his hand to that lady in the most 
respectfully gallant manner imaginable.

To say that Mias Parthenia was not sur
prised by this unexpected salute, would be 
to misrepresent the character ef her first 
emotion. She certainly was surprised. 
Yet to assert that her surprise was wholly 
of a disagreeable and indignant 
faire, would be equally to" give a 
partial and incorrect idea of her mental 
condition. The middle-aged personage was 
in the first place, so far as appearance went, 
at least, a gentleman. In the second place, 
he was decidedly a fine-looking gentleman, 
with a pleasant, smiling mouth, white 
teeth, ruddy cheeks, bright blue eyes, a 
Roman nose, high forehead, and wavy hair 
of the pepper-and-salt hue, so becoming 
to certain middle-aged gentlemen in the 
opinion of some ladii 
third

And, in the 
place, he might be a former and

transiently forgotten acquaintance (Mias 
Parthenia was just the least bit near
sighted), and he certainly was a friend, 
probably a relative, and a member of the 
household of the handsome tenant of No. 
XIIL

Miss Parthenia’s first impulse, therefore, 
was to cast down her eyes and blush, and 
she acted on it Her second was to raise 
them again furtively look at the middle- 
aged gentleman, and she obeyed 
this also. The middle-aged gen
tleman caught the meteoric glance, and

Mias
. ,,. _________ to smile, sod

did SO. The middle-aged gentlemui rose, 
and, walking with a quick, brisk step, to 
where the burly man was just finishing the 
last mch of his twig, held^a shortcut
phatio, conversation with him. i burly

gatively again and frowned : the middle- 
aged gentleman insisted and also frowned : 
finally, the burly man smiled'again, shook 
his head affirmatively, and walked away, 
out of the gate, and over to No. XIII.

During the dialogue Miss Parthenia’s 
maiden bosom fluttered doubtfully be
tween hope and fear, and twice she rose 
with intent to fly, and twice sat down 
again. At length, valour, or some more 
exclusively^-feminine quality, got the 
better of discretiinv-and she resumed her
toying in
awaited the denouement 
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seized Miss Parthenia s hand, and touched 
it with hislips.

She started with a slight scream, and 
turned round, at the same time, but not 
rudely, snatching away her outraged hand, 
and beheld the middle-aged gentleman 
standing in an attitude of respectful ad
miration byheraide. “ Oh ! I—I thought 
it/Was Doctor Varington !” exclaimed Miss 

mia, with a charming expression of 
le and confusion.

•t this exclamation the middle-aged gen
tleman exhibited some symptoms of mo
mentary confusion himself, but quickly re
covering “And if it were Doctor Var
ington ?’ he asked, almost tenderly.

“I—I heard that was the name of our, 
new neighbour,” murmured Miss Parthenia, 
“and I thought—I mean—perhaps”—

“ Perhaps?’ interrupted the middle-aged 
gentleman, rapidly ; “ perhaps you thought 
correctly, madam; perhaps it is; per
haps I am ; in short, yes, my dear lady, 
I am Doctor Varington, and your very 
humble servant !” And so saying, he came 
round in front of Miss Parthenia, and, 
taking off his hat, placed his hand on his 
heart, and made a low bow. •

“You—you surprise me, sir !” replied 
the maiden, now feeling the courage to 
look her “ very humble servant ” in the 
face, though still blushing and timidly. “ I 
thought that the hand—the young—1 would 
say, I fancied the other gentleman might 
be the doctor.”

“Never more mistaken in your life, my 
dear madam ! He a doctor? He’s my 
housekeeper !”

“Your housekeeper, sir? I thought 
ladies—females—were always employed in 
that capacity,” said the astonished Miss 
Parthenia.

“Eh? Oh, yes ; quite right, my dear 
madam,” rejoined the doctor, quickly cor
recting himself. “ Did I say housekeeper ? 
Yes. I meant housekeeper’s husband ; my 
housekeeper’s husband, madam. ”

At these words Miss Parthenia’s air- 
built castle—if she had in sooth constructed 
such a tenement—dissolved utterly away, 
and she heaved a gentle sigh and was silent 
for a moment.

The doctor took advantage of her ab
straction to possess himself once more of 
her hand, and holding it on one palm and 
tapping it very softly with the digits of his 
other hand, he said, in a coaxing, soothing 
tone, though with rapid utterance, as if time 
were precious to him :—

“Be comforted, my dear madam, 
be comforted. There are cures for 
every ill, those of the mind as well 
as those of the body, those of the 
heart, as well as—as others. Look at me, 
my dear madam ! I was once broken 
hearted. I loved not wisely but too well. 
But it is over, the wound is healed ; the 
fracture is repaired. My heart is as fresh 
and sound as ever. You will ask how I 
cured myself, by what ingenious process I 
mended the shattered vessel, joined the 
ruptured seams, obliterated the ghastly 
scars. Ah, my dear madam, there is my 
secret—a secret only to be tom from me 
with my life’s Mood ! But I will minister 
to you, mv dear madam ; I will heal your 
wounds ; I will smooth your ragged scars. 
Give but your heart into my keeping for a 
season, and I swear to you ”—

At this moment a short, shrill whistle 
cut the silent air, coming apparently from 
the direction of that corner of the 
quadrangle where stood the house known 
as No. XIII. The doctor started, and 
dropped Miss Parthenia’s hand as if it had 
become suddenly too hot to hold. (It 
might have been rather warm, for that 
matter. )

“ Excuse me, my dear madam,” said he, 
hurriedly. “ That is a signal for me. I am 
called to—a pressing case. Good-day ! I 
will—I must see you again. Remember 
what I have said about your heart. Good- 
day !” and he went off at a very rapid pace 
indeed, leaving Miss Parthenia a prey to 
emotions, the novel and conflicting nature 
of which it would be too difficult a task to 
describe.

There is no authority for believing that 
Miss Kidwick became the recipient of her 
younger sister’s unreserved confidence upon 
the latter’s return from the visit to Mrs. 
Hopkins. [N.B.—That portion of the 
square which includes the fountain is not 
visible from the windows of the Kidwick 
domicile.] The manner of thought, and 
often of expression, of the elder gentle
woman, were not'specially calculated to 
invite confidence of such a nature, and it 
is, therefor* a fair inference that Miss Par
thenia’s account of her morning’s excursion 
was a partial and fragmentary one.

Be that as it may, however, it is certain 
that during the ensuing week there was an 
evidently increasing disinclination on the 
part of Miss Parthenia to accompany her 
sister on the frequent errands of systematic 
benevolence—such as pariah visiting* Dor
cas Society meetings, tract-and-moral-ad- 
vice distributing», and the like—to which 
Miss Kidwick was piously addicted ; and 
an increasing fondness, equally evident, for 
daily rambles and ruminations in the ver
dant inclosure of the square, during the 
hours of the senior spinster’s missionary 
excursions.

And it was likewise obvious-___ B„
not, perhaps, to Miss' Maria Kidwick’» in
genuous and unsuspicious mind—that these 
semi-rural loiterings did not in any degree 
produce upon Miss Parthenia’s mental or 
physical organism the cheerful and 
exhilarating effects which are thought 
to be the result of such communing» 
with nature in her vernal hours. Whether 
this was owing to the fact that a certain 
middle-aged gentleman, heretpfore alluded 
to, did not find it convenient to take a 
second airing in the square during this in
terval, is a question too delicate for sum
mary decision here.

Twice Miss Parthenia had encountered 
the handsome individual now known to her 
as the husband of Doctor Varington’s house
keeper, and twice her courage had failed 
her at the very moment ejie had resolved 
to ask him two questions, both of which 
were causing her much perturbation of 
spirit, viz., if Doctor Varington .was quite 
well ; and if the family had been alarmed 
or disturbed by ghostly or other ifocturnal 
and uncanny visitors. For, during this 
week, Miss Parthenia, tossing upon 
a restless couch, had heard, at the

there- 
dread

. imprecation
and half smothered rage or pain, borne on 
the night wind, apparently from the direc
tion of No. XIIL, and had exhibited a 
super-femine power of self-command in re
fraining from disturbing the placid slum
bers of her sister, to bid her listen also to 
the fearful echoes.

At length, on the sixth day of this ter
rible period of suspense, Providence, as 
Miss Parthenia then thought, sent the 
burly, black-haired servitor of Doctor 
Varington on an errand which led him past 
the seat by the fountain upon which she 
was sadly reclining ; and taking her cour
age—as the Frankish adage hath it—mjboth 
hands, she beckoned the hurrying messen
ger to stop a moment. The burly man, 
wore an unaccustomed frown upon his 
brow, still further deepened that forbid-

a restless uuuc n, naa neara, a 
weird hour of midnight, or 
about, as she imagined, divers 
and unearthly sounds, as of impn

“Well1 mum ?”
“ Pray, excuse me,” stammered Miss 

Parthenia ; “but I thought perhaps that— 
has any—anything unusual happened at— 
to the family ?”

“Not as I know, mum!” replied the 
burly man, makinga forward movement.

“ Oh ! A—is—Doctor Varington is not 
31?” Miss Parthenia was painfully con
scious of her confusion as she asked this 
question ; but the burly man, who had al
ready gained three steps in the direction of 
his errand, simply turned his head, and re
plying, shortly :—

“ Not the least, mum ! ” was almost in
stantly beyond recall.

That night, or rather just before dawn, 
the spiritual visitants of No. XIL seemed, 
to the excited fancy of Miss parthenia, to 
be holding a carnival of misrhle in that 
ghost-ridden mansion ; and she thought, 
with a pitying horror, of the agony, per
haps even the deadly peril which 
that benevolent, fresh-hearted, gallant 
middle-aged gentleman who had so soon 
understood and appreciated her case, 
might at that moment be enduring. That 
day should not-pass—this she was fixedly 
resolved, come what might—without a 
final an I determined effort on her part to 
see, or at all events, communicate with the 
amiable doctor on this subject, and per
chance one other, that disturbed her daily 
peace and her nightly slumbers. And, 
having once made this desperate resolution, 
she was enabled to calm her agitated feel
ings and refresh her weary frame by a very 
comfortable nap, which carried her well in
to the morning.

At eleven o’clock that morning—a 
cloudy, fitful day, by the way—Miss Par
thenia Kidwick sallied forth “to say good- 
by to Mrs. Hopkins,” who was to leave 
town that evening. At half-past eleven 
Miss Parthenia Kidwick was seated in a 
rustic arbour, placed in a charmingly re
tired part of the square, and by her side 
sat a middle-aged gentleman with a 
Roman nose, a bright blue eye (two 
of them in fact), and smiling countenance 
generally. Neither the handsome husband 
of the housekeeper nor the burly black- 
haired man was in eight.

“ And you have really been ill, sir?” 
queried Miss Parthenia, with just a sus
picion of tender interest in her tone.

“ Oh, quite ill, I assure you, my dear 
madam, quite ill !” replied the smiling 
doctor, earnestly.

“ But your servant said you were not 
the least unwell. ”

“Ha! did he? My—my servant ? Who 
—which—which one, my dear madam ?” 
exclaimed the doctor, hastily, and at the 
same time casting quick glances round him, 
as if to identify the delinquent.

“ He was in a great hurry ; no doubt he 
misunderstood me. I—I was naturally 
anx—interested in a neighbour,” faltered 
Miss Parthenia.

“ Oh, no doubt, no donbt, my dear 
madam ! Did you think—now, really, 
though, did you think my heart was gone 
again ?” As the doctor asked this question 
he seized Miss Parthenia’s unresisting 
hand, and looked eagerly into her face.

The sensitive bosom of the susceptible 
spinster fluttered, and her hand trembled 
as she strove to give a fitting answer to this 
artfully framed enquiry. “ O doctor !” she 
murmured ; “if—if I might judge of your 
heart by my own, I should indeed fear 
that it was far, far from being ”—

“ Whs*4 What ! your heart, my dear 
madam ! Thank heaven I have found you 
at last !” cried Doctor Varington, with en
thusiasm, and, leaping up, he actually 
threw his arms round Miss Parthenia’s 
neck, and gave her a warm embrace. 
After which, he proceeded to dance up and 
down on the turf before her, as though un
able to repress the buoyancy of his spirits 
at the blissful discovery he had just made.

This somewhat brusque salutation had 
rather discomposed, and even slightly 
alarmed Miss 'Parthenia ; but she 
quickly : recovered herself, and gazed 
with an eye of the tenderest sympa
thy and admiration at the flushing face, 
merry eye, and pranksome demeanour of 
her middle-aged adorer.

“ My dear madam, ” suddenly exclaimed 
the doctor, stopping short in his dance, 
and sitting down quite close to her, “my 
dear madam, you are mina ; from this 
moment you are miqe. The world 
see—but not yet ; no, not yet. But your 
heart, pooh ! it shall be cured, is shall be 
healed, it shall be made utterly sound and 
without blemish, by me—by me, 
dearest madam”—

“ My name is Parthenia” murmured the 
maiden, as if in a blissful trance, while the 
doctor paused an instant for breath.

“ Parthenia ! ” cried the doctor, catching 
the name and flinging it into his stream of 
eloquence ; “ Parthenia, by me you shall 
be restored to an admiring circle of scepti
cal and ungrateful friends and rivals. 
Yes, L Parthenia, will be your saviour. 
Come, let us go ; let us fly ; let the 
trial commence ; let us go through 
the ordeal at once, or as soon as 
possible !” and, again starting up and 
seizing her hand, the excited doctor en
deavoured to draw her from her seat.

“Oh, no! pray! why—how—where 
should we fly ?” exclaimed Miss Parthenia, 
doubtfully, and hanging back, though 
without evincing any violent terror.

“ Why ?” echoed the doctor. “ I tell 
you we must fly , I tell you I am watched, 
spied upon, betrayed by—by every, 
that black-haired man—by doet—I 
by my famüy 1 H we delay we are ruined 
forever. Never shall I have the blessed 
opportunity qf performing my Wonderful 
cure upon your heart, never, never, my 
dearest Matilda.” (“ Parthenia,” sobbed 
the spinster.) “Parthenia, never !” and 
he positively stamped bis feet and wrung 
his hands—including one of hers—in 
despair.

“ Oh—oh !” cried Miss Parthenia, wüd- 
ly ; “I will—I will fly—if—I must—with 
you. I will trust in your honour ; hu! 
but got now—I—I have—toy sisBr 
have no garments—I ”—

“You shall have garments richer than 
those of—of Queen Elizabeth,” quoth the 
doctor, interrupting her, and, drawing her 
arm through his, he led her out of the 
arbour. “You shall have robes, and 
jewels, and gold without end. Hie world 
shall bow before you ;* by this time he 
was hurrying Miss Parthenia at a rapid 
rate (for it was raining) toward the park 
gate furthest from No. XIII.—“and the 
princes of science shall acknowledge my 
supremacy when I produce your heart with 
every vestige of a scar obliterated, whole, 
fresh, sound, healthfully performing its 
varied functions by means of”—He sud
denly stopped speaking, and at the same 
"time came to an abrupt halt. Miss 
Parthenia — who, with her head bent 
down, and her mind in a semi- 
chaotic state, had been listening to 
the sound without gathering much idea 
of the sense of the doctor’s rapid utterance, 
as she clung like a drowning wretch to hie 
arm—was awakened, so to speak, by the 
shock of this sudden check to their pro
gress, and looked quickly up. They were 
but a few steps from the gate of exit. But 
in the very jaws of that gate, which they 
had juaf opened, stood two men, with the 
same emotion unmistakably depicted upon 
their very different faces. That emotion 
was surprise—indignant surprise. Miss 
Parthenia turned her gaze, with a vague 
feeling of terror, to the face of her com
panion.

That amiable gentleman was intently re
garding the twain in front of him with an 
expression which—had it been seen in the 
countenance of a cornered pickpocket, or a 
child caught in an act of mischief—might 
have seemed natural, but which was wholly 
inexplicable on that of a middle-aged pro
fessional man, in the presence of his servant 
and his housekeeper's husband, under any 
circumstances.

Well ! who’d a thought it ?” exclaimed 
the burly, black-haired man, making a step 
forward, and placing his broad hand firmly, 
though gently, on the middle-aged gentle
man,» disengaged arm.

Miss Parthenia uttered a little scream, 
and dung still tighter to the other.

“ Don’t be alarmed, madam,” said the
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handsome man with the flowing beard, 
still keeping his eyes full on those of her 
mature Romeo. “ Don’t be alarmed f he 

perfectly harmless, I assure you.” 
r‘ Harmless ! he ! who !” gasped Miss 

Parthenia, instinctively dropping the arm 
she held, and recoiling a stro.

“ Calm yourself, pray, repeated the 
handsome man, advancing and offering his 
own arm, which Miss Parthenia mechani
cally took. “ This is all a mistake—a 
simple mistake, no doubt Mr. Petites is 
a very docile patient, and—

“ Mr. Porte» ! ” almost screamed Miss 
Parthenia. “Ho—he—isn’t the Doctor 
Varington ! ”

“ An ! ” said the handsome man, with a 
entile, “ I see it all. Mr. Petites has been 
playing one of his old jokes upon you. I 
really thought he had gotten over that 
hobby. I am exceedingly sorry he has an
noyed you. I am Doctor Varington, mail- 
am, and Mr. Perkes is one of my patient*— 
one of my best patients, I assure you. His 
monomania has merely been ”—

“ Mo-no-mania ! ” groaned Miss Par
thenia. “ A madman ! I—he—o—h ! I 
shall faint, I shall die ! I shall die ! ” and 
she leaned in a wilted manner against the 
doctor’s shoulder.

“ Take him to the house, Kercher,” said 
the doctor. Mr. Perkes, Who had stood 
silently, with a woebegone air of contrition 
during this brief scene, went off arm in 
arm with the burly man as meekly as a 
lamb.

“ Permit me,” said Doctor Varington, as 
Miss Parthenia showed signs of returning 
presence of mind, “ to see you to your rèsi- 

ince. ”
Miss Parthenia would have refused if 

she had dared ; but she did not dare. 
They therefore walked slowly—the doctor 
had an umbrella—through the square.

Pray, how did Mr. Perkes encounter 
you, madam ?” asked Doctor Varington, as 
they went aleng.

Miss Parthenia sobbed, but made no 
other answer.

“ I must explain to you,” continued the 
elite doctor, making due allowance for 
1er emotion, though ignorant of its precise 

nature or cause, “ that I am intrusted 
with the care of a few cases of mental 
alienation—in a strictly private way, 
madam—and it was by the merest good 
luck that, being forced to remove my 
establishment a week or two since, I found 
the house over there vacant. Its seclusion 
and roominess, as well as the pleasant 
aspect and wholesome atmosphere of this 
picturesque little park, render it emi
nently suitable for my purpose. Mr. 
Perkes is one of my mildest jases. He 
fancies he has discovered a won
derful cement for mending broken 
hearts, ha ! ha ! ha ! He was for
merly a highly respectable druggist, 
and his mania was the result of an unfor
tunate attachment. How he managed to 
get out alone this morning, I cannot im
agine. It shall not hapoen again, rely 
upon it, madam. Ah ! you live here ? 
Then' we are neighbours. I am delighted 
to have made your acquaintance. Good 
morning ! Don’t be further alarmed about 
Mr. Perkes,” and the handsome doctor 
bowed himself off.

When Miss Kidwick returned quite late 
in the day from the “House of Employ
ment for Indigent Spinsters,” she found 
her younger sister in bed with a nervous 
attack. What passed between them in the 
sacred privacy of their virgin chamber, can
not of course be known ; but in one week 
from that time, the hotel register of a' sea
side watering-place chronicled the recent 
arrival of the “ Misses Kidwick from Phil
adelphia,” and the very next day there
after the house in the quadrangle at right" 
angles with No. XIII., bore upon its front 
a bill, with the words “ TO LET ” legibly 
printed in large capitals on its white aur-

Strange to say, when the present writer, 
passed through the quadrangle a few days 
si ace, the hm still remained there ; while 
on the drab door of No. XIII. there shone 
a large silver-plate, inscribed with the 
simple name of Varinotok.

The income tax which Sir Stafford North- 
cate means shall pay most of the addi
tional obligations for which the vote of 
credit was taken has been in operation in 
England for thirty-six years, during wlich 
its total product has been little short of 
$1,325,000,000. .

The present Pope has evidently deter
mined to accept all accomplished facts. 
The Count and Countess of Chambord in
tended to visit Rome. But they have 
abandoned their intention, having been 
given to understand that they would be re
ceived at the Vatican merely as private 
persons.

The financial losses of Russia during the 
war have been enormous. Kght hundred 
million roubles were spent impreparing for 
and conducting the war, and by the time 
the troops are back, this sum will have 
swelled to 850,000,000 roubles. The war 
has thus increased the Russian debt by 
nearly one half.

A Chicago correspondent says that the 
handsomest house there is owned by Perry 
Smith, the lawyer who was in connection 
with McMullen and Dunlop in the Pacific 
Railway Scandal. It cost three millions, 
and takes $30,000 a year to run it. The 
floors are of marble, and the decorations 
and embellishments are equal to any 
palace.

A resident of Oshawa has been" bothered 
for some time with the difficulty in getting 
water from his well and in working the 
handle of the pump, which seemed to be 
choked up. The pump was taken up and 
the cause discovered. A large number of 
the roots of a willow tree, which stood 
near, had grown into and choked the hole 
at the bottom of the pump, a distance of 
nearly forty feet from the tree.

George Dart, a journeyman carpenter, of 
Smith’s Falls, recently received notice to 
repair to Washington, where, on «identifi
cation, are awaiting him the bounty which 
he was entitled to on entering the service 
in 1861, his back pay, the pension, and the 
land grant given by the American Govern
ment. It is believed that there are quite a 
number of Canadians who have 
claims worth looking after.

The New York Bulletin says that a fea
ture of the export trade is the large num
ber of agricultural implement* going 
abroad, most of them, it is understood, be
ing intended for Germany. One steamer 
that sailed on the 13th mat. took out no 
less than 1,000 packages of mowers and 
reapers, in addition to 1,500 packages of 
hardware and general merchandise. And 
yet we are told by Canadian Free Traders 
that Protection is bad for the export 
trade. The American duties on such arti
cles as those just mentioned are thirty-five 
per cent, and over.

An Inconsistent Premier.—On Satur
day afternoon a deputation of leading mem- 
bers of the Civil Service waited upon Mr. 
Mackenzie and invoked his assistance to 
protect them from being put to the further 
expense of fighting against the proposed 
appeal to the Privy Council on the income 
tax question. He informed them that in 
his position as Premier he was unable to 
take any action, inasmuch as the law under 
which the tax is levied is a Provincial Act. 
It was therefore a matter for the Courts to 
deal with. He, however, promised to 
submit the issue to the law officers of the 
Crown, and would lay their decision before 
the Service. The deputation, well pleased, 
then withdrew.—Ottawa Cor, Hamilton 

•Finies. Why could not the Premier do as 
much for the Temperance people ? When 
asked to pass a prohibitory law, or amend 
the Dunlun Act, he refused, on the ground 
that he could not tell whether the Do
minion Parliament had the power to do so, 
and only the Supreme Court could decide* 
the question. He was asked to instruct 
the law officers to submit a case for the de
cision oL the Court, but he refused. But 
at the request of the Civü Service he is 
prompt to use the law officers of the Crown 
to obtain an opinion on a Provincial Act. 
The great Temperance sentiment of the 
country cannot be helped, and he has 
rushed into legislation which, if the Pre
mier’s previous views are correct, may sur
round it with new difficulties.—Oshawa 
Vindicator.

educational notes.

Zurich, 0., has been amusing ^ in- 
structing itself with spelling matches.

The Tuckeramith School Board have re
solved to erects new school house, and have 
purchased the site for it.

Tenders have been called for the contract 
let for an addition to Wroxeter school 
house. It will cost about $600.

Mr. Wm. Ray has been appointed libra
rian of the Ottawa Public School library, 
at a salary of $150 per annum. This office 
is provided for by statute.

The introduction of music into the Ux
bridge schools is being agitated, and it is 
urged that it stands on the same footing 
as drawing, and that every chUd has a right 
to be taught the elements of both.

The amended school law of Quebec pro
vides that every Saturday shall be a holi
day in the school unless the trustees pass a 
by-law to the contrary. Saturday has 
not hitherto been a holiday in the Quebec 
schools.

The Uxbridge Board of Education has 
âdopted a resolution authorizing the forma
tion of a class for military drill in the 
High School, but does not vote any appro
priation for its maintenance, leaving that 

’or private enterprise.
The Windsor Board of Trustees lately 

adopted the resolution that no employee 
of the Board be allowed to obtain any goods 
for and in the name of the Board without a 
written order from the secretary, on pain 
of expulsion from office. Windsor ex
pended over $13,000 in education last year.

A magistrate of Columbus (Ont.), recent
ly fined a pupil in the Public School at 
that place $2 and costs for resisting, during 
school hours, the teacher. The magistrate 
held tlyit no one has a right to interfere 
with a teacher in the performance of his 
duty.

A meeting of school trustees and rate
payers was lately held at Carp village, 
County Renfrew, its object being to con
sider the best way of dealing with certain 
scholars who refuse to obey the teachèr, 
who is a lady. The decision come to was 
to promptly expel the next offender.

The next meeting of the Association for 
Lennox and Addington will be held in the 
Napanee Model School buUding on Friday 

d Saturday, 26th and 27th of April next,

<80 for females, in North Caro- 
fovt-clasa teachers, and in

foüüSi.,M'66 f0r Bslee “d *26 03 for

educational purposes in the United 
States, Congress has given away 95,817,714 
i”880* and $47,785,197 in money'
Hie school population of the United States 
«about 14 306,158, of which 5,500,000 
are not enrolled.

In Prussia, the sytem of examining is dif
ferent from here, in at least one respect, 
it much depends on the examination, there 
are all sort* of checks and counter checks 
on the examiner. The marks and papers 
are sent into a superior authority, and 
hostile criticism from this authority is not 
uncommon, so that the examinee is not at 
the mercy qf a partial or pedantic examiner.

Dr. Jeffries, of Boston, has been examin
ing the Harvard students’ eyes, for the 
purpose of seeing hew many are colour
blind. Out of 300, twenty cases were 
found. Dr. Jeffries will also examine the 
eyes of the young ladies at Wellesley, and 

the Girls’ High and Normal Schools. 
He will then give the results, comparing 
the tendencies of colour-blindness in men 
and women.

In a paper on “Examination Papers,” 
read before the College of Preceptors in 
England, Rev. R. H. Quick, urges that 
great attention should be paid to the pre
paring of questions, and points out the 
evils resulting from hastily throwing a 
paper together without any relation to the 
course of study that has beefl followed 
Another evil to be remedied, that, he points 
out, is the looking through a large batch of 
papers at a sitting which renders the ex
aminer often physically incapable of judg
ing the answers of the last half of the 
paper with the same exactness as the first 
half, and he suggests as a fairer way look
ing through the papers question by ques
tion.

tCULTUR,
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commencing each day at 10a.m. The Rev. 
Professor Young, Chairman of thé Central 
Committe, and Prof. Macoun, the dis
tinguished naturalist, will be present on the 
occasion.

G. W. Ross, M.P., delivered a very ex
cellent lecture on “ Education, its Progress 
and Defects,” at Almonte. He traced the 
progress made since Dr. Ryerson first laid 
the foundation stone of education in 
Canada twenty-five years ago, and urged 
that if we want better teachers we must 
pay them better.

There are only four University graduates 
in the Dominion Senate, twenty-five in 
the House of Commons, and eight in 
the House of Assembly of Ontario. This 
showf that our Senators had not the ad
vantages which their minors possess. It 
also shows that our educated politicians 
gravitate towards the higher legislature 
and eschew the local except as a training 
school.

The Smith’s Falls Hews states that the 
Educational Department lately have found 
so much fault with the want of accommo
dation in our school, the necessity of em
ploying two teachers in each room, and the 
crowded state of the school generally, that 
the trustees have under consideration the 
propriety of adding a wing to the present 
building. It also says that a splendid new 
chemical apparatus has just been added 
to the high school. This was rendered 
necessary by the regulations of the Educa
tional Department, which require all high 
schools to be fully equipped with suitable 
machinery for the advancement of the 
pupils in all the branches,

The 30th session of the Congregational 
College of North America was recently 
dosed at Montreal by a public meeting In 
Zion church, at which the Rev. J. F. Ste
venson, LL.B., presided. The Rev. Dr. 
Wilkes, Principal, in the course of his re
marks, stated that there were 17 students 
in attendance this session, of whom four 
were about to leave to take charge of con
gregations. The endowment fund has 
reached the sum of $10,500. The Rev. A. 
J Bray delivered an able address on the 
ministry and its work in the present age. 
The silver medal presented by Calvary 
Church, Montreal, for proficiency in Church 
history was awarded to Mr. Warriner, he 
having obtained the maximum number of 
marks. After a few remarks by the chair
man the meeting closed.

The Inspector of Toronto Public Schools 
has just published his report for 1877. The 
total attendance of pupils during the year is 
11,010, the average daily attendance 6,860, 
being an increase over the previous year of 
884. Hesaysthatsteadyand decided progress 
continues to be made in checking absentee
ism, the number of days lost being reduced 
by one-half. The improvement in punc
tuality» verynoticeable, thenumber of cases 
of lateness being only one-fifth of what it 
was in 1874. There we 22 male and 106 
female teachers emplfbd, 34 being added 
during the year. School accommodation 
seems to be needed especially for primary 
pupils, and the doubling in size of Win
chester and Niagara street schools is advo
cated. A professional and reference library 
has been established by the Board. The 
Inspector calls attention to the want of 
clam teaching in the industrial training of 
giris through an official programme similar 
to one in use in PuMip School Board, Lon
don, Eng. Drill has been more systemati
cally introduced into the school.

A very successful convention in connec
tion with the East Victoria Teachers’ Asso
ciation was held in the Separate School 
House, Lindsay, on Friday and Saturday, 
the 6th and 6th inst. The proceedings 
commenced on Friday at 10 a.m., when the 
meeting was called to order by the Public 
School Inspector, Mr. J. H. Knight. 
Papers were read by Mr. Knight on 
“ Class Registers,” Mr. Swift on teaching 
“Grammar,” Mr. Irwin on “Prizes/’ 
Mr. Shaw on “ Associations.” The Hon. 
A. Crooks, Minister of Education, ad
dressed the Association on the evening of 
the 5th in the Opera House, and in the 
course of his remarks, after complimenting 
the people of Lindsay on the deep interest 
they manifested in the cause of education, 
paid a high tribute to the excellent educa
tional system established in the Province 
under Dr. Ryerson. He felt that he had 
taken a great responsibility upon himself 
when he accepted in 1876 the duties of the 
office of Minister of Education, which had 
been so ably performed by the doctor, and 
he determined to go through the country 
and see for himself the requirements of the 
people. Ontario had a national system of 
education unsurpassed by any country in 
the world, under which a child of good 
abilities, but of poor parentage, could 
attain the highest position in the 
country. He also paid a high 
tribute to the Rev. Father Stafford 
for his efforts in the cause of education. 
The following officers were appointed 
for the ensuing year :—President, Mr. J. 
H. Knight ; 1st Vice-President, Mr. R. L. 
Dobson ; 2nd Vice-President, Mr. J. H. 
McFaul ; Secretary, Mr. Glascott ; 
Treasurer, Mr. Hempton ; Committee 
Messrs. Hallet, Irwin, Swift, McDonald, 
Elliott and Mills.

FOREIGN.
There are 463 students in the Columbia 

College Law School, of which 255 are 
University graduates.

The late Geo. Peabody gave $5,522,500 
for the establishment of educational systems 
in the Southern States.

In Kentucky there are said to be 150,000 
children “growing up in absolute ignorance 
of the elements of an English education. ” 
There are in the State 5,800 schools for 
white, and only 532 for coloured children.

The Michigan public schools have an at
tendance of 356,264, the Indiana schools 
498,726, and the Pennsylvania 907,412. In 
Michigan the teachers receive a salary of 
$42.54 per month, in Pennsylvania $37 for

»
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EDUCATIONAL EXAMINATIONS.
Llst ef Sub-Examlmers.

The following is » copy of an etder-in-Ooimcil 
approved by his Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
the 15th day of April, A.D. 1878 :—

“ Upon the recommendation of the Honourable 
the Minister of Education, the Committee of Coun
cil advise that the gentlemen named in the annexed 
list be appointed sub-examiners at the next inter
mediate and second-class examinations :—

“ Certified.
(Signed), « J. Q. SCOTT,

“ Clerk Executive Council, Ontario
“ 15th April, 1878.”
1. Professor Bain, Victoria College, Cobouro-.
2. Alfred Baker, it A., Mathematical Tutor” Uni

versity of Toronto.
3. James Brown, M.A., Mathematical Master, Up

per Canada College.
4. W. J. Alexander, B.A., Gilchrist Medallist and

Professor in Prince of Wales College, Charlottetown 
P.E.I. - *

5. William Dale, M.A., Classical Gold Medallist 
(University of Toronto), Rector of the High School 
Quebec.

6. John Galbraith, B. A., Mathematical Gold 
Medallist (University of Toronto), Civil Engineer.

7. Alfred M. Lafferty, M.A., Classical Gold Medal
list (University of Toronto).

8. F. E. Seymour, M.A., Medallist and late Ex
aminer in English and History (University of To
ronto).

9. G. B. Sparling, B.A. (Victoria College), As
sistant Mathematical Master, Upper Canada Col
lege.

10. T. H. Redditt, Undergraduate in Honours 
(University of Toronto) and Assistant Master in Up
per Canada College.

11. D. B. Mactavish, B.A. (Queen’s Union).
12. J. A. Culham, Undergraduate in Honours 

(University of Toronto). -
13. James Ponton, B.A., Science Medallist (Uni

versity of Toronto).
14. Rev. Septimus Jones, M.À., Bishop’s _ _ 

Lennoxville, late Inspector Public Schools, : 
ville.

15. Rev. E. H. Mockridgs, B.D., Trinity College, 
Toronto, late Head Master of St. Mary’s High 
School.

16. Rev. G. M. Milligan, M.A. (Queen’s Univer
sity* late Head Master High School, Bath.

17. J. E. Wetherell, B.A., Classical Silver Medal
list (University of Toronto), Professor in Canadian 
Literary Institute, Woodstock.

18. John A. Paterson, M.A., Mathematical 
Medallist (University of Toronto).

19. C. Logan, B.A., late of Trinity College School, 
Port Hope.

20. Donald Munro, B.À., Holder of 1st Class Cer
tificate Grade B, late Head Master Public School, 
Lindsay.

M. E. CHURCH.

Niagara Cenference-
Inokrsoll, April 18.—The Conference opened by 

Rev. J. P. Morden conducting the religious services.
The Advisory Committee was declared to be as fol

lows Niagara District, Rev. J. Reynolds, Rev. J. 
8. Williamson ; Erie District, Rev. W. H. Shaw, 
Rev. J. N. Elliott ; London District, Rev. S. Card, 
Rev. B. C. Moore ; Chatham District, Rev. J. Wood, 
Rev. T. Webster, D.D.

A lengthy discussion took place in reference to the 
number of districts the Conference would be in 
favour of for the next year. After several motions 
the Conference declared itself in favour of five.

Rev. Dr. Pitcher, formerly of the Detroit Con
ference of the M. E. Church in the U. S., was re
ceived into the Conference.

The second disciplinary question was taken up, 
namely who remain on trial A. W. Edwards, Mis
sionary to Manitoba, character passed and continued 
on triaL W. M. Tceple, W. N. Volick, R. J. Warner,
B. A., T. J. Atkins, W. N. Fletcher, characters 
passed, and they were accredited with their first 
year’s course of study, and continued on trial. In 
the case of H. Rose, his presiding elder askeda com
mittee of counsel, which was granted, coisisting 
Rev. W. H. Shaw, Rev. B. Bristol, Rev. M. Dim- 
mick, Rev. A. Kennedy, Rev. E. L. Clement. After 
this G. A. Francis, L. Hazzard, J. C. Young, 
H. A. Cook, characters were passed, and they were 
accredited with the first year’s course of study, and 
continued on trial.

The third disciplinary question was taken up, 
namely Whoiare admitted to the full connection? 
R. Myers, J. A. Combs, Jas. Young, W. A. Shaw, 
Wm. Peirce, D. M. Kennedy, characters passed, and 
they were credited with the second year’s courses of 
study and received into full connection, and elected 
to be ordained as deacons. A. W. Bannister being 
absent at college, and not at his examination, be 
was continued on trial

The Conference adjourned with the Benediction 
by Rev. A. E. Griffith.

Rev. C. E. Benson, of Welland, preached a very 
forcible and well-prepared sermon to a large congre
gation in the evening.

Ixgkrsoll,
9 a.m., Bishop
exercises conducted by Rev. A. B. Griffith.

After the reading of the minutes and calling of 
the roll of the Conference, the third disciplinary 
question was taken up—Who are admitted into full 
connection! A. J. Parker and F. J. McCutcheon, 
characters, passed, and were accredited with the 
second year’s course of study, admitted into full 
connection, and elected to Deacon’s orders. The 
fourth disciplinary question was taken up—Who 
are the Deacons! M. EL Bertram, J. Sharp, J. 
Webb, T. Graham, G. W. Andrews, B.A., S. K. 
Nott, G. A. Fulcher, W. H. Anger, T. H. Linscott,
C. M. Thompson, A. L. Gee, and C. G. Squires, 
characters, passed, and were accredited with the 
third year’s courses of study. J. Dradcr, a pro
bationer in the Conference, was discontinued.

Rev. Mr. Painter, of the Chicago Presbytery, was 
introduced arid invited to a seat with the Confer
ence.

The twelfth disciplinary question was taken up 
Are the Ministers blameless in life and character ? 
Rev. E. Lownsbury, presiding elder of Niagara dis
trict, character passed. He gave an account of his 
district, referring to the prosperity of the same dur
ing the year and particularly to the church-building 
operations, especially in the city of Hamilton. Rev. 
8. B. Lownsbury was permitted to attend college. 
Rev. G. Heartley, Rev. G. Smith, Rev. R. B. Cook, 
Rev. D. Griffin, Rev. J. C. Tufford were granted 
superannuated relationship.

The third disciplinary question was resumed. T. 
L. McCutcheon, character passed examination, and 
the committee reported that he was credited with 
second year’s course of study, admitted into full con
nection, and elected to Deacon’s orders.

The character of the following ministers in the 
Niagara district were passed —Rev. J. S. William* 
son. Rev. J. Reynolds, Rev. J. Vaqwyck, Rev. E. L 
Clement, Rev. R. C. Parsons, Rev. J. R. Phillips, 
Rev. W. Benson, Rev. B. Bristol, Rev. E. Adams, 
Rev. C. E. Benson, Rev. G. H. Johnston, Rev. C. 
Creighton, Rev. J. Rose and Rev. E. H. Pilcher, D-D. 
Rev. E. Bristol, presiding elder of Erie district, gave 
a glowing account of this district

The characters of the following ministers in the 
Erie district passed Rev. H. Lock, Rev. J. H- 
Kennedy, Rev. J. T. Davis, Rev. A. Scratch, Rev. J- 
N. Elliott, Rev. R. A. Howev, Rev. D. W. Kelley, 
Rev. J. F. Fairchild, Rev. W. H. Shaw ; also the 
Rev. J. Gardiner, Rev. B. L. Cohoe, Rev. J-P- 
Morden, characters passed. Rev. D. Williams ** 
granted a supernumerary relation. Rev. E. Bart- 
ram, Rev. G. Lawrence, were granted superannuated 
relations.

Inqkrsoll, April 20.—The Conference opened at 
9 a-m. with religious services by Rev. D. M. Ken
nedy. After the calling of the roll, the minutes « 
the two previous sessions were read and approved. 
The question of the ordination of local preachers 
was taken up, when the .following persons were 
elected to deacon’s orders ;—H. Wood, G. W. Back
house, A. Shutler, R. Garter. RevTDr. Heartley, 
of the Bay of Quinte Conference, was introduced 
and invited to #*eeat with the Conference. The 
Conference proceeded to elect its delegates to the 
General Conference, the law being that one of evtfT 
tour of the members of the Conform ce is to te 
elected. The following persons were chosen 
scrutineers to count the ballots:—Rev. J- £ 
Combe, Rev. J. F. Edwards, B.A., and Rev. D. £ 
Kennedy, who had not made their report at the 
rising of the Conference. , .

During the afternoon session, the deacons «f* 
were examined by Bishop Carman, who delivered» 
fine address, after which the education meeting *** 
held. Dr. Pilcher took the chair, and called 
Mr. J. G. Robinson, Treasurer of Albert add 
Alexandria Colleges, Belleville. His Honour Jog 
Hughes, of 8t. Thomas ; Mr. John Cook, agent ** 
Alma College, St. Thomas ; and Bishop Carman ad 
dreaeed the meeting, after which the Conference 
resumed its regular work. Mr. Picard was elect» 
to elder’s orders, and the Conference adjourn»* 
The benediction was pronounced by Rev. S. Ter* 
wiUiger. A praise meeting was held this evenu* 
led by Rev. 0. G. Colamere.

April 19.—The Conference opened at 
p Carman in the chair, with devotional

S MANURE QUESTION AGJL_ 
Hew England Fanner, one of 
1 exchanges, has been derotii 
si of sttention lately to this i 

__Jit subject. It opens the sub 
r in • lste number with the pertii 

* Do figures lie?” The friends 
l fertilizers prove so concluais 

that their system is the b 
, —j barnyard manure advocates, 1 
i the majority, can likewise dem 

SBSti tbe excellence of their system 
the clearest of calculations. 

jSgfre wonld have supposed that the 
I eeBent articles on this same subject wh 

appeared in the Weekly Mail of Ma 
29th would have exhausted the subjt 
especially as both sides gave their vit 
very fully, but from the many letters 
have since received from subscribers 
are satisfied that any farther facts will 
read with attention. The Farmer says 

At the last meeting of the Maine St 
Board of Agriculture, ,Hon. Z. A. Gilbe 
in discussing the subject of manures, sai 

* .The leaching of manure causes g 
waste. ’A cow will void 20,000 pound
liquids and 20,000 pounds of solids r 
gnnm. The same ingredients are in thi 
Wings as in commercial manures whi 
▼on buy. Fifty dollars may be say 
from each cow, when well taken care of.l 

- Josiah Quincy found that a good co 
when kept on the soiling system^ yields^ 

dung per annum, which, 
the addrtion of muck, may be more f 
Ambled’ both m quantity and value, 
that the liquid manure when absorbed i 
muck is worth still more than the 
making an aggregate of more than 
cords, worth from 85 to $8 a cord, 
farther, it appears that the total n 
from each cow, when thus treateu i 
equivalent, on a yearly average, to 
value of the milk. *

The above items we find going the i„^ 
of the newspaper press from Maine to] 
braska. It is nothing new. We have l 
told the same story over and over a 
until we ought to have it by heart, 
are told that the slops from the sink sp 
and the wastes from an ordinary fan 
are sufficient to fertilize a large gan 
and produce food enough for that fam| 
that the droppings from a small flock 
hens will manure an acre of com wl 
and that the collections from an ed 
closet are worth twenty-five dollars for q 
individual using it ; and still we go j 
in the same old ways, and allow til 
chances for obtaining great wealth to j 
by almost unnoticed. Now there is 
donbt but that we are a wasteful peol 
We have had good, rich land to draw fr] 
and when we -have exhausted an acrJ 
cropping, without carrying anythin» ti 
in return, a dollar and a quarter mi 
buy another acre just as good, and nob 
has found any fault, and it would i 
done no good if they had. We seem t 
to exhaust the fertility of the whole cq 
try before wè begin to restore it bvl 
method whatever. When that time cor) 
we shall be ready to take an even star) 
the new race. Now the good, hoJ 
farmer is forced to compete with the fan 
who steals his crops ; with him who chi 
his children and grand-children, thad 
may live m a state of wasteful idle' 
himself. Some are now beginning t 
the end, and are looking about fo 
means of restoring fertility to thes„ 
hansted fields. And so we are told ofj 
value of animal wastes, of their mo 
value, as m the cases quoted above. *

Bnt are these statements true ? Wei 
fess that the question is too deep for i 
solve. We are aware that there is a i 
waste from the animals kept on most fat 
There is some from onr own, and yet we 
to save it as well as we know how, | 
think we can afford. When we see 
acres constantly improving, we somet 
flatter ourselves that we are doing* l 
bnt when we read paragraphs like t 
quoted above, we conclude that either 
are extremely wasteful of fertility, or J 
the statements are not quite true. Nl 
granted that it is true, that every ounc 
solid and liquid from a cow, a horse, < 

saved, and judiciously 
plied to the land, does it follow that, ur 
we do save it all in the most perfect in*n 
^ criminally wasteful of the we 

that the Creator has placed within onr rei 
Now, we are keeping onr stock over a l 
cellar into which all the solid and li 
excrements fall, after being mingled 
about an equal balk of dry sand 6r i 
loam. This sand is carted nearly a „
It costs something at the pit, it costs ] 
carting, it costs for housing, it costs | 
osmg, and again, it costs for hauling to I 
fields. We charge a portion of this1 
pense to the health and comfort accov 
It keepe the animals clean and gives tl 
* «“sfortaMe bed; but it costs heav| 
and still all is not saved. An occasij 
heavy ram storm throws a little clear wJ 
into the cellar from the roof, and theJ 
some drainage soaking through into 

below, and some goes out intos 
yard to be evaporated in the open airl 

•causing some waste, just how much wcj 
only guess ; but if the value of a cow") 
crements is equal to the sums named ah 
we certainly never see it, and we are 
wasteful.

Now, it will be seen from the above, 1 
Mr. yumey makes the manure from a 
worth $/51 per year, at $5 per cord, a t 
greord that almost any fanner ini 
England would be willing to pay if i 
polity of the manure was good. But j 
«•or Stockbridge thinks that even 

“ more than any farmer woul 
hketytogetont of it, and yet both | 
oe wrong It depends very much t 

one figures the value of the crop 
P™**! how successful he may be in t 
Mg them into cash, and last, but not ] 
aow lie uses his money when he gets it. 
have found that there are a great m 
wajui for figuring out values, even out 
.I.»4™! accounts, and that figures do alwsys tell the exact truth. i

llemg somewhat inclined to accenfl 
ttuetheatatement of such arithmetic!
Î? „ Bams, we have been encou 

COtton 866(1 meal, wheat „
Md other gram quite freely, with the 1

money <Bd not d itwL^ ot meat> milk, or bul
donS? sn°l h® lost" And wehavf 
btivti>n Tiew of it; is a correct ]
M that a farmer who
f^mTk ,St<?k 48 to get his money 1 
fromthe food consumed, in the fori 
pwth or production, is far ahead! 
mnü? P?mt Of view, of him 

credit a large sum for
mShïïa otder to figure
Prawable transaction. There are chi

pCta- .^tUrally ‘aken from it by 1,]
and snhf* ag”2’ 11 “ ”ot impossibi 
“na substances offered for sale lithe 1
ffevZLÜpnCe31688 than their actual ] 
Wi-L^ytkmg were reckoned that shoal 

hgnnng np their cost. 
farrUvï8 Armstrong of Springbl 
weighs *2001bs.ilaS * shorthom 6ul1 w|

MANURING CORN, 
on Tro ™.the hill has theee tCst^ lC^8 the .croP f°"
VU do tiT6, îr,°g manure m partis 
b* it „ThP 6ffect « quite wmdel
whm &!dnAUy .disappears, and in the] 
diffeLr" proP « gathered, little, if J 

seen between the manured!

broadcast by applying the nul
wheniti, ’rhe, reason of this will bel 
corn after P°Ps,<lere<1 that the roots ol 
direction. ÎLÎî*3 Shown, spread out if 
whole with a net-wordbenefit the ground. Hence!
hraadcMttho ground, as a*
Working v°?*nunng. This explains , 
stirredthTi^n the rows, and leavinj 
t*ct with thehinü ‘mmediate or near] 
also exnlab™ prove8 8 success. J

wby com thrives upon I

'
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