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The Lady of Darracourt

CHAPTER L

One bright, sunny evening in June
a small crowd of persons was gathered
wround the lodge gates of an old Eng.
Yish mansion. A few yards from the gate
nad been erected one of those preposter-
ous structures of slender timber, ivy,
and evergreens, known as triumphal
arches, but which might just as appro-
priately be styled arches of destrue-
tion, as they not seldom descend upon
the unfortunate heads of the individuals
they are erected to honor. g

Beside the arch, which bore the in-
scription, in rather groggy and uncertain

letters, “Welcome to Darracougt!” l
was - placed the Darracourt brass
band, each man thereof hold-

ing his instrument of torture in readi-
ness to lift to his lips or apply to his
drum the moment the carriage he was
expecting came in sight. -

At a turn of the drive, after passing
through the great iron gates, the court
jtself could be seen, and here, gather-
ed in the hall, were the court servants,
in new liveries and dresses, ready to{
form into line directly the band began |
to howl:; and the butler, stately as a!
duke and a great deal more pompous, |
stood upon the broad, stone steps, shad- |
ing his eyes with his hand, and trying
to look as if he were perfectly indif- |
ferent to, and far, above the vulgar ex-
citement which characterized the rest of
the less noble expectants. 7

On the broad, gravel sweep, which lay |
smooth as marble before the steps with |
their guardian stone lions, were seat- |
tered half a dozen grooms, their hands |
upon their belts, their eyes turned to- |
ward the lodge.

It might have been an empress, or 8.
famous general, or, say a duke at least,
that thelr people were lying in wzit tor,
gecing the ceremony and the ux-:x'.*m_ent
attending §, but, in truth, the arrival
they were all awaiting was that of a|
'odng girl, scarcely turned twen<y, the
iu-ireu,indeed the mistress of the court, |
of the vast estate contained in & ring
fence around it, of the massive rlate
which had been the envy of tha ccve
tous James, of the cattle that browsed |
upon the neighboring hills, of all the
wealth that the Darracourts had amass-|
ed and inherited since they came over
with the never-to-be-forgotten William, |
gurnamed the Conqueror. 4
_ Five, ten minutes of expectancy and|
suspense passed: then the butler drew |
out his watch, which the page had been |
Medrd drreverently to describe as  a
frying pan, and, consulting it with |
air of conferring upon it an inestimable |
favor, remarked, solemnly: |

“The train must be late!” 4 I

“Qr, perhaps, she’s missed it!" ven-
tured one of the grooms, suggestively.
Mr. Somes, the butler, turned wpon him !
geverely.

“She?" Who's ‘she?
speaking of your superiors sir,
a name. Miss Darracourt, if you please.

The groom touched his hat apologeti
cally. i i

“Miss Darracourt, I mean, Mr. Somes,
he said humbly. {

“Then say “Miss Darracourt,” rv!nr(e.d |
Mr. Somes. “No, young man. I don't|
think Miss Darracourt has missed her |
train. Darracourts are not given to mis- |
sing their trains, and I apprehend lh:_\l.l
§f Miss Darracourt were late the train
would wait!” ‘

«] dessay, sir,” said the groom, and |
utterly overcome by the rebuke, he
shrank a little farther from his super:
jor. :

Miss Darracourt had not missed her
train. At that moment, indeed, the open |
carriage, drawn by four horses with an |
outrider, had passed from the station|
yard, and the faint echo of & distant |
cheer had caused the Darracourt brass |
band to cluteh their awful instrumepts |
still tighter. 4 |

Therc were three persons seated in the !
carriage. An old lady, with a bland and
rather expressionless face, who sat with |
her back to the horses, and two young |
Jadies on the seat opposite. One was Miss |
Darracourt’s friend, companion, what you
will; a handsome girl, with fair hair,
which the wind had blown into silken
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A faint flush spread over the clear,
oval face of Lucille Darracourt.

“You forget,” she said, “that all this
welcome is meant for the heir—the own-
er-—of Darracourt. It is not meant tor
me, for me myself! 1f T hmd been any
middie-aged, a man, for
instance, they would bave shouted’just
as heartily, It is the owner of Darra-

old,

came you. He is very poor
therefore, to be very polite.”

“How do you know all this?”

Marie Verner tossed her head, and
lnughed, her keen eyes looking to left
and right, and taking in everything, as

nd ought,

she answered$ his boots. “As your nearest neighbor, I | which brought out all the reserves. The | =

“Mr. Head, the lawyer, told me,” she ]la\_“ taken the liberty to be pre{enl and | police fr‘urP further trouble, and have |
said. “He might have told you, too, but | @ssiét in your reception.” The voice was | called in all the patrolmen from outlying |
you were too absent-minded, too ab- |s0ft and not vmmusical, but it was siow | points for possible emergency duty. ‘
gorbed by your new greatness to pay any and neasured, like the vague \ Mrs. Dowie, in an attempt to foree her i
attention. Details are my forte; 1 revel | sémething in  the face, smote | husband to change his will so as to leave |
in them.” a discordant echo upon the | her one-third of the property, is said

“I don’t think we ought to talk so | ear. Ifear it has been a long and to have beaten him. Two negro attend-

much,” remarked Mrs. Dailton, gravely;
“we distract Miss Darracourt from her
duties!”

Oh, Lucille, that's the marquis, I'm con
vinced!”
Mr. Somes, the bittler, had two gen

yer; the other, a young, tall, thén gen-
tleman, with dark eyes and a rather pale ‘
face, was none other than the marquis, |
He stood slightly apart from the others,

forward and uncovered his head.
“Permit me, also, to offer you a wel
come, Miss Darracourt,” e said, and as
he spoke his eyes rested upon her tace
for a moment with carefully hidden sur-
prise and admiration, then shifted to

wearisome journey.”
“It bas been long, but T am not tired.”

‘ ed away

some ten of the connection having pass-
from what the doctors say is |

tlemen standing beside him. One, & mid- | pneumonin, and to which the family are | 4
dle-aged man, with a round face and |susceptible. Johm Foster and two sons ‘:
fron-grey hair, was Mr. Head, the law- | have died, one i3 sick in-St. Joseph’s Hos- | ¢

pital who is not expected to live, and |
the mother, |

™ 4
There are rumors about the cause of |

so many deat}

| Slater, a negro adherent of Dowie, was

e to safety by policemen. a
he had been beaten for his stur
fence of the apostle, The erowd
assembled after the departure of th
lice, and another riot «

| ants separated the apostle and his bellig-

erent spouse.
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“Having availed myself of the earliest

neighbor—your near neighbor—and that

will not hesitate to send for me. I
entirely at your command.”
“Thank you, my lord,” said Lucille.
“Good morning, ladies,” he said, bow-
ing to the others, and with slow, stately
steps he left the room.
“Why didn’t you ask him to dinner?”
“I am rather tired, I find after all.”

e — —————

if you are in need of my services, you |
am |

helpful influence
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opportunity of welcoming you, Miss | s

Darracourt,” he said, “I will now take 3 i

my leave; you must need rest. Iciope | One Under Consideration, Says Earl of
you will remember that I am your Portamouth.

London, May 14-—In the House of
Lords to-day the Karl of Wemyss and
March, Conservative, called attention to
the question of home defence. He as-
serted that the country was practically
avithout an arm and that there were
not 60 up-to-date guns in the country.
The question, he said, would be solved if
| the Government had the courage to ad-
opt the system of compulsory service at
home and voluntary service abroad.

The Karl of Portsmouth, Parlinment-
ary Secretary of.the War Office, reply-
ing, said the Governduent bad a mobil-
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the |
young blood would ise to tbe beautiful
fooce, and add its color to the general
commonwealth. If there was a more
beautiful woman than Lucille
court as she rode into her inheritance,
it is one of the best known pictures of

Darra- |

| hats, and one or tavo children, made bold
by the beauty of their new mistress, ran
up to the carniage and tossed some wild

| flowers into Lucille’s lap.

| The gates flew open with a clang. but

| the carriage still remained standing, and

1

Your System
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ization scheme under which it was hoped
it could mobilize its forces for defence
as quickly nas any continental power.
Further schemes had been prepared for

the defence of British ports, which would
| be placed in a position to resist any sud-

Joshua Reynolds. the picture which a | aTx old man in a smock frock hobbled for-

at art critic declared to surpass any
iving woman as real flowers surpass ar-
tifical ones,

The old lady, Mrs, Dalton, sat stiffly
in the carriage, bland and smiling; Miss
Marie Verner the companion, bent for-
ward with & half amused, half irohical
gmile; but Lucille Darracourt leaped
back with a somewhat dreamy expres-
sion on her lovely face. It was not mel-
ancholy, it was not apathetic; it is dif-
ficult to say what it was  beyond
thoughtful and somewhat sad.

As they passed under one of the trium-
phal arches, and the erowd cheered, one
man, more observant than his fellows re-
marked :

“She’s mighty beautiful,
mighty pround.”

“Proud,” exclaimed a neighbor; “all
the Darracourts aré proud and with rea-
son.” J

The carriage approached the last and
the largest of the triumphal arches, the

but she's

| ward,
“The oldest inhabitant,” whispered
Marie Verner. “Now, Lucille, present
arms and prepare fo receive—a speech.”
| The old man came forward, bare-head-
jed, and pesred up at the ladies.

| “Which be the young mistress?” he

{ quavered.

“I am Miss Darracourt.”

“And I be Sirmon Taller, miss; the old-
est man on the estate. [ be come to wish
you welcome the Court, Miss, And wal-
come you be; God bless your pretty
face!”

This abrapt conclusion of what was
evidently a great speech gone wrong,
so exactly hit.the sentiment of the
crowd that they cheered and cheered, un-
til the terrible arch shook agan.

The flush deepened on the face of the
beautiful girl, then faded away, and . left
her rather pale, ns she bent forward.

“Thank you, thank you all very much,”

the year, your system demands help— |
help to enrich the blood, help to restore |
the exhausted nerves. The blood is |
weak, watery and impure, and the ordin. |
ary food fails to supply a sufficient am- |
ount of nutrition,

Dr. Chase's Nerve Food supplies this
very demand as no other meglcinc was
ever known to do. Tt contains in con-
censed pill form the very elements of
nature which go to form new, rich
blood and nerve force.

You can escape the weakness and
fatigue, the depressing and irritability,
the indigestion, dizzy spells and head-
ache so eommon in spring by the use of
Dr., Chase’s Nerve Food.

It will be n pleasure.for you to note
your increase in weight, as the form is
being rounded out, and new, firm flesh
and tissue added to the body by the
use of Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food; 50 cents
» box, 6 boxes for $2.60, at all dealers,

she said. “I hope, I am sure, that we

or Edmauson, Bates & Co,, Toronto,

In the spring, as at no other season of | den attack.

e
AN INDIAN POTENTATE,
The Gackwar of Baroda Arrives in New
York,

New York, May 13.—His Highness the
Gaekwar of Baroda, accompanied by his
wife, the Maharance, and his brother,
Sampatras. landed to-day from the

plicated.

this store.

Silver
Berry
Forks

% These make a very nice wedding
gift and not go likely

to

%One dozen Sterling Sil-
ver Berry Forks, in hand-
some silk lined case—
$11.75.

% You have the choice of dozens
of other combinations in silver at

NORMAN ELLIS

JEWELER

17 King Street East

be du-

steamer Celtic from Liverpool.. The
Gaekwar is the second greatest prince
in India, and the direct descendant of
one of the Mahratta Generals who were
rulers of Indid when the East India Com-
pany wrested control from them. e is
the ruler of the State of Barodag which
has a population of 2,000,000, and an area
of 8,000 square miles. The Maharanee
is 23 years oid, and is the mother of
three children, the oldest being 4ihe
ughter, thirteen years old, who wiy
married in the fall,

'?';,?i Electric Supply Co

I

Lowe &

Everything
and fixtures,

\,

quality.
Electric gas

Phone 23,

Farrell

in wiring
cheap as

the cheapest, cousidering

lighters,

>onvenfent and efficlent.
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Everyone i
Prepares to
Celebrate
the 24th

Are you going

+

then?

Why not earry one of Murray's

away

neat, serviceable Club Bags or Suit

Cases? We have a large stock at

all prices.

W.EMurray

27 MacNab St. N. §|
Trunk and Bag Maker
e e e S R e e e e e e e e e e g

%
: :
§ ¢
:
be b
: 3
: :
¥ 3
i :

Always Fresh

One of the reasons why our 40c Coffee
is the best is that we grind it fresh for
every order. 2

We give premiums.

SMART’S TEA CO.

11 and 13 John St. North
Telephone 381

That' New Hat
Should have a new Back Comb for the
hair to set if off properly. We have a |
nice line at very low prices. Call and |
get oume.

CLARINGBOWL

JEWELER
22 MacNab Street North

WANTED

Young men to call on us for their Wedding
Rings. Marriage Licenses issued. Large stock
nl' Dainty Diaménd and Engagement Rings,
Watches and Guards, Spectacles, large stock.
Price wonderfully low. Expert watch repair-
iog. Try our tested Watch Main Springs.
Warranted not to break. EDWIN PASS,
English Jeweler. 91 Jown street south.

The Times as an_ advertising med-
fum is unexcelled in Hamilton,
. |

| days, Thursdays and Saturdays.
| may board boat night before salling, for Port
| Hope, Cobourg,

STEAMSHIPS,

DOMINION LINE STEAMSHIPS

MONTREAL TO LIVERPOOL

« +» May 19 Ottawa ....
. May 2 Dominjon .,
FIRST-CLASS $70.00-§75.00,
steamer,
MODERATE RATE SERVICE
On steamers carrying only one class of eabin
passengers (second class) to whom is given
the accomodation situated in the best part
of the .stamer.

$42.60 and $45.00 to Liverpool;
$47.50 to London.

Third class passengers booked to prineina®
points in Great Britala at $27.60, berthed in
2 and 4 berth rooms.

For all information, apply to local agents,

or ta
DOMINION LINE
17 St. Sacrament St.. Montreal

June 2
June §

according to

$45.00 and

’

Atlantic Steamships
of the Canadian Pacific Railway

ROYAL MAIL SERVICE

FINEST AND FASTEST
| “EMPRESSES” |

Montrea!, Quebec aand Liverpool

8. 8. LAKE CHAMPLAIN & LAKE BRI
oatry only ONE CLASS of Cabin passeng-
ers (Second Class) to whom is given the ac-
commodation situated Ih the best part of the
steamer at $40.00, $i2.50 and $45.00.

Apply to all rallway and steamship agents.

Montreal

Run!l“"“
& Line

Steamers Hamilton, Belleville and Plcton

Steamers leave Hamilton 4.30 a.m. Tues-
Passengers

e Hamilton &

Ny e

Bay of Quinte ports, 1,000
Islands, Brockville, Prescott, MontreaH ‘in-
termediate ports, Montreal, Quebec and Sag-
venay Line now running.

For tickets, apply E. Browne & Son, Pas-
r and Freight Agent, 30 James street
C» E. Morgan, 11 James street north
Grant, corner of James and King

G.
streets,

ANCHOR LINE
GLASGOW axo LONDONDERRY

Salling from New York Evory Saturday
NEW TWIN SCREW S8TEAMSHIPS
“0 ALEDONIA” and “COL.UMBIA*
Average passage, 7% days.
AND FAVORITE STEAMSHIPS
“Astoria” and “Furnessia.”

For rates of Saloon, Second Cabln or Third
Class Passage, Book of Tours an
turther information, apply to
HENDERSON BROTHERS, New York,
Or to C. J. Jones, 6 James street; C. E.
Morgan, 11 James street; W. J. Orant, cer-

per James and King streets, Hamilton.

Delicious
Soda

Biscuits

That's WESTON'S. People
travel tell us our Sodas and
Blscuits are as near perfection as it
is possible to make Biscults,

who
Fine

Our Sodas are put up in neat car-
all the flavor and
crispness. It your is selliag
you other inferior you are
not getting value for your mcney, and
what's of more importance even than

tons that retaln
grocer
grades,

that, you are not getting quality
which 1s found In all of WESTON'S
xrades.

When ordering Biscuits always IN-
SIST oa

WESTON'S

ICE

The MAGEE-WALTON CO., Limited

128 James Street North
Telephone 336

bas B S e R e e

Removal Notice

COoOVY & CO.
Have removed from their old stand
92 King West, to

146 JOHN ST. SOUTH
corner of Wood Market.

Our special lines are Hand-made
HARNESS, TRUNKS, VALISES,
SAMPLE CASES, etc, and Re-
pairing. "Phone 2084.~
R a e AL s ot an A At ag g A RS

Builders and Eal“tractors

ATTENTION
BRICK FOR ALL PURPOSES.
SLATE FOR ALL PURPOSES, |
MACHINBS FOR ALL PURPOSES,
GAS AND GASOLINE ENGINES.
PUMPS, ETC. PRICES RIGHT.

W. E. LaCHANCE & CO.
““‘1‘4{“1‘(“.;‘."%.‘.%._.; Phone 160

+
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QUALITY COUNTS

For a good many years Lake & Balley, the
Main Street Millers, have worked to produce
just such & brand of Flour as would suilt at
all times the housewives of Hamilton. In
their GOLD MEDAA, brand they have the
quality that counts. It never fails. All deal-
ars sell it

Painting -

Paperhanging

8-10 Main St. East
fTelephone 452

Stained
Glass

A. M. McKENZIE

MEN AND WOMEN,

Uso Big @ for unnatural

\inflammations,

irzitatious or ulcerations

mucous membranes

Painless, and not astrin.
geut or polsvnous.

Sold by Druggists,
or sent fu plain wrapper,
by express, prepaid, for
#1.00. or 3 bottles $2.75.

Circular seut on request,

RAalLWAY
TE

RAND-TRUNK

“THE DOUBLE ITRACK ROUTE"

To NEW YORK

2.25 A. M. Daily, with thro
Pullman sleeper and coaches to New
York, and dining car serving
fast and dinner.

6.32 A. M. Dally, through sleeper
and dinner from Buffalo.

8.40 A M. Dally except Sunday,
through coach to Butfalo, connecting
with parior and dining car to New

York.
NEW YORK EXPRESS,

5.65 P M
daily with through Pullman sk 3
cafe parlor car to Butfalo, and
serving breakfast.

THIS 18 THE POPﬂAR N
YORK ROUTE, VIA GRA¥D TRU
AND LEHIGH VALLBY.

Secure tickets. and make reserva~
tions at city ticket office, 11 Jamaes
street north. C. E. Morgan, C. T. A.,
W. G. Webster, depot ticket agent.

CANADIAN

PACIFIC
VI

ROUND TRIP TICKETS AT

SINCLE FARE
Between all Stations in Oanada and
to Buffalo, N.Y.

GOING MAY 23 and 24

Returning until and on

FRIDAY, MAY 25, 1906

For your tickets call early at the
City Ticket Office

W. J. GRANT, Agent, Hamilton

T-ﬁrumu,Hamilton&
Buffalo Railway

VICTORIA DAY, MAY 24TH

Kxcursion Tickets at ONE WAY FIRST
COLASS FARE FOR THE ROUND TBIP'
;g((nn; Mx;y 23rd and 24th, good to return until
ay 25th
r)m- further information apply to,
CRAIG, T. Agt " K. F. BACKUS,
G. P. A

A. .
Phone 1090,

INTERCOLONIAL

RAILWAY
“Tours
to
Summer
Haunts”

Will interest (you in the
Summer Resorts of

Quebec

and the

Maritime Provinces

Otnnd

numeroud

Write for free copy to

General Passenger Dept.

Intercolonial Railway,
Moncton, N, B.

- g
THE LIVERPOOL & LONDON & BLOBE
INSURANCE COMPANY

Ouapital and Assets Excesd 968,000,000
Losses settlsd with
PROMPTNESS AND LIBERALITY.
CRERAR ® BURKHOLDER, District Agents,
Room 12, Sun Life Bullding, James stree

north, Hamilton. ‘Phone 610.

F. W. CATES & BRO,
Royal insurance Co,
Assets, Including Capital,
$45,000,000

OFFION-39 JAMES STREET SOUTH.
Telephone 1,448.

Wastqm vAssuraq.c.n Ce,
HAR'RR:AA(;IE’ :fglsns:s

W. O. TIDSWELL, Agent,
3 King Btrest West

.

puw
Plumbing
Heating
Natural Gas Fitting

CHARGES REASONABLE

G. C. ELLICOTT

21 Hughson St. North
Open at night

Phone 2704

DR BRIGOS
DENTIST
88 King Street West
Double Suction Plates.
Genunine Porcelain Eaamel Filliags,

Painless Extraction.
QOpen T2 %o u

CREEN & PERRY
y Funeral Directers
124 KING STREET EAST

Office ‘phone 2.
Residemce ‘phone 7.

J. H. ROBINSON & GO,

Funeral Directors

19 and 21 John St. North,
Private Mortuary.  Prévate Chaged,




