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WHITE PASS
EXACTIONS

Suits to Recover Money
Paid for Freights
and Fares.

s

"Two Test Cases on Which
Extensive Claims
Depend.

THE CARMI COUNTRY

PIONEER DALE SEES A GOOD
PROSPECT AHEAD OF THE
DISTRICT.

THE ADVENT OF THE RAILWAY
WILL GIVE IT AN
OPPORTUNITY.

GREENWOOD, Dec. 13.—(Special.)—
“Mining operators are turning their at-
tentjon to the West Fork country,” re-
marked James C. Dale, the pioneer
prospector of that section and the lo-

cator of the Carmi, Butcher Boy and
other mines. “The advent of a railroad
early next year seems to be a surety
and we have every reason to expect

VICTORIA, Dec. 11.—Two writa were

today served on the Victoria. represen-
tative of the British-Yukon company,

otherwise the White Pass and Yukon
route, each claiming $20,000 from the
company on the grounds that their rates

on their railway had not been approv-
ed by the Dominion government, as re-
quired by the Dominion Railway Act.
These are the actions which it was said
in these despatches a few days ago
would be brought.

The claimants are the Upper Yukon
Consolidated company and John Cleari-
hue, both of whom were large shippers
to points on the Yukon, They ask the
return of the freight rates and passen-
ger fares paid the company, and dam-
ages, relying on the claim that the rates
of the company were not approved and
on section 290 of the Canadian Railway
Act, which reads: “Every person from
whom any company exacts any unjust
or extortionate toll, rate or chiarge shall
in -addition to the amount so unjustly
exacted be entitled to recover from the
company as damages an amount equal
to three times the amount so unjustly
exacted.”

These are but test cases, and if the
claimants are successful actions involv-
ing millions of dollars will be commenc-
ed against the company, the representa-
tives of which are in Ottawa at presen#

lively times. At the town of Carmi, in
which I am interested, are two work-
ing properties and a sawmill that forms
the nucleus of a steadily increasing
pay-roll. During the past summer,
notwithstanding dull times, the growth
of the place has been steady, and there
are now some 42 buildings of different
sizes, including a large hotel, two
stores, aoffices and private residences.
The Butcher Boy and Carmi mines are
within a minute’s walk from Gorman
| West’s new hotel. Across the river
from the centre of the town is the saw-
mill. The mill people are letting con-
tracts for cutting 500,000 feet of tim-
ber. Within two weeks there will be
a large force of surveyors in the field
locating the route of the proposed Ver-
,non & Midway railway. This winter
there will be two or three shippers in
the district, and the citizens and claim-
owners have built seven bridges across
the West Fork to permit the hauling
out of ore on sleighs. Last winter the
Carmi mine sent 1,000 tons of high
grade ore to the Greenwood smelter,
that was hauled from the mine to Mid-
way on sleighs at a cost of $11.50 per
_ton, and after paying smelting charges,
cte., netted $26 per ton. With a rail-
| way in operation I have not the least
hesitancy in saying that the district
will have eight to ten shippers and
that a freight and treatment rate of
not to exceed $8 per ton will be had
at the local smelter. The ore bodies

in conmection with the refusal of the. of the West Fork camps are generally

Dominion government to approve the
tariff submitted by the company.
Messrs. Higgins and Blliott are acting
for both claimants. As stated thie other

day, they will contend that the rates

were exorbitant, averaging about 20
cents per mile, and that those taking
the actions incurred serious loss
through the company allowing secret re-
bates to competitors.

NEWS OF GRAND FORKS.

New School Building—Republic Tele-
graph Line.

GRAND FORKS, Dec. 12.—(Special.)
—J. M. Cameron, organizer of the Pro-
vineial Sociali§t party, has organized

a local branch of the Socialist league.l

His lecture here Tuesday evening was
largely attended. Rev. Ralph Trotter,
the Baptist clergyman, who presided,
announced that he subscribed to the
principles of Christian Socialism.

The telegraph line of the Republic
& Grand Forks railway will be com-
pleted this week.

Grand Forks is erecting a $15,000
school building. The structure will be
one of the finest of the kind in the
Kootenays. The dimensions will be
96x85 feet outside measurement, with
two stories and basement,and the ma-
terial to be used in construction will
be stone and brick. On each floor there
will be three class-rooms of the stand-
ard size found to be most convenient,
viz. 25x55 feet, with ceilings 15 feet 6
inches high, and having the most mod-
ern system of heating and ventilation,
insuring a change of air every eight
minutes, Each room is designed to ac-
commodate 48 pupils.

The building will also have ample
halls and corridors, a teachers’ room
and a library. The play grounds are
three aeres in extent.

The school, which was designated by
J. B. Henderson, of this city, will be
ready for occupation in January.

Grand Forks Liberals will meet
Tuesday to discuss various matters.
A resolution declaring for the adoption
of party lines in provincial politics will
be submitted.

Makle a note of it when you are leav-
ing home to buy “The D. & L” Menthol
Plaster. It is guaranteed to cure the

worst case of backache, headache, stitch- |

e, Avoid everything said to be just
a3 good. Get the genuine made by Da-
vis & Lawrence Co., Ltd.

KOOTENAY REPRESENTATION.

The Kaslo Board of Trade Gives an
Opinion on the Subject.

The following resolution was passed
by the Kaslo board of trade on De-
cember 13: S=et

“Whereas the province of -British
Columbia, is represented in the parlia-
ment of Canada by six members of
the house of commons and three sena-
tors; and whereas the population  of
Kootenay and Yale, shown by the re-
cent census, is about one-third of the
Dopulation of the whole province and
of the nine members of both commons
and senate only one is resident in the
southern interior of British Columbia
Where the business interests are di-
verse from those of every other part
of Canada.

“Be it resolved that this board re-
Spectfully submits that in the event
of a vacancy occurring in the senate
representation of British Columbia

, Such vacancy should, as a matter of
fair representation by population and

‘ Iuterest, be-filed by calling, to the sen-
ate a resid®nt of this mining district
familiar with its requirements.”

MRS. McKINLEY.

CHICAGO, ©Dees 16.—Lieutenant
James McKinley, U. S. Al, a nephew
of the late president, Wwho passed
through Chicago tonight.’ said in re-
8ard to the condition of Mrs. McKin-
ley: “My aunt in Canton remains in
about the same condition she was in
immediately after the funerdl of the
te president. There has been no im-
Provement, and there seems to be no
hope Of 8.!\’."

speaking high grade mineral—in fact
| the richest yet found in the Boundary
district. Beside the town of Carmi,
there is Beaverdell, at the foot of Wal-
lace mountain. The town is well built

up, has hotels, general store, printing |

office, a weekly paper, the West Fork
News, and a sawmill. At Westbridge,
at the junction of the West Fork with
the main Kettle river, is another town-
site with two hotels and a general
: store. It takes time for any new coun-
| try to come to the front, but I have
| been in that district since 1896 and
have never had any reason to regret
it. Some day when the mines are de-
veloped people on the outside will be
astonished at the richness of the ore
! produced.”

Speaking of the discovery of the Car-
| mi mine,, Mr. Dale continued: “It was
| by the merest chance that I ran across
| the cropping on which I staked the
! Carmi. It was in August, 1896. I had
j established my headquarters on Beaver
! ecreek, and the day previous had struck
' out across the mountains prospecting.
Towards the evening a. dense mist
came up from the valleys and I lost
"'my bearings. Unable to return to my
camp I was forced to make the best
of circumstances and stayed out on
the mountain all night. Next morning
| it was bright and frosty and I started
{ down the hill for the river, intending
to make my way back to camp. While
| descending .the bank of ‘the river I
I slipped on a large rock, which brought
me to a temporary halt. Casually ex-
{amining some of the rock I was sur-
prised to find mineral. I noted my sur-
roundings and returned to camp for
breakfast. Afterwards I came back
and made a careful study of the

ground, resulting in my staking it and |

also an extension, calling the last the
! Butcher Boy. On May 10, 1899, I bond-
ed the Carmi for $25,000 to representa-
tives of the Bunker Hill and Sulliven
people, my partners and I receiving
| a cash deposit of $2,000. The bond was
transferred to George A. Sonneman,
| M. E., of Spokane, who in turn inter-
! ested E. H. Thruston.
workings of the mine consist of an in-
cline shaft down 170 feet. Between
the 65-foot level and the surface over
11,000 tons of rich ore was extracted
and sent to the Greenwood smelter.
The vein measures from three an1 one-
half feet to seven feet in width. It is
quartz carrying iron sulphurets, ga-
lena, copper and some zinc blende. The
mine is equipped with a 60-h. p. boiler,
hoist and steam drills. It is the inten-
tion of the owner to build a mill and
concentrator.

“After disposing of the Carmi we
turned our attention to the develop-
ment of the Butcher Boy, for which
we recently refused $50,000. On this
claim, together with the No. 2 fraction
and the May, the western extension,
we have stripped the vein for over 2,-
000 feet. It has the same character o
ore as the Carmi, while on the Butcher
Boy ground it is, if anything, richer.
This claim we are developing by an
incline shaft on the vein. The shaft
has reached a depth of 60 feet and
when I left camp the vein was fully
three and a half feet in width at the
bottom. The shaft will be continued
to a depth of 100 feet before a level
is opened. All the ore taken out in
development is being sacked and we
expect to send fully 10 tons to the
smelter during the winter. I regard
the Butcher Boy claim to be in every
way equal to the original location.
These claims, like numbers of others
in the district, will pay for develop-
ment from the grass-roots, even with
the long haulage necessary to get the
| ore to the smelter; with transportation
facilities provided, they shou'd be prof-
it makers of no mean order,” he con-
cluded.

" [ARDANELLES”

Pure Egyptian cigarettes are fully ap-
oreciated by cigarette smokers. The
anormous sale of this brand proves it.
foid everywhere 15c pe® vackage.

! Bros. and T. R. Morrow’s.

The present,

WRECKED IN
THE STORM

Colliér :Mz“xtteawan Given
up as Lost, With Her
Crew.

It is Alleged that She Had
Too Heavy a Load
of Coal.

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 14—It is
conceded that the steam collier Mattea-
wan, which left Nanaimo, B.C., for this
port some days ago, has been lost at sea.
December 13th a terrible stomm raged
along the north coast. Howling north-
west gales swept over the ftrack of
coasting vessels. Many crafts were
damaged and several were lost.. In all
probabhility this storm, one of the worst
in the history of the coast, worked the.
destruction of thie steel steamen Mattea-
wan and sent the crew of 32 men down
to death in the sea or cast them on some
bleak shore off the usual track of coast-
ing vesseld

James Jerome, managing owner of
the collier, who has steadfastly clung to
the hope that the Matteawan was mere-
!y disabled and would eventually arrive,
kus mow abandoned this theory and
comcedes the probable loss of the
steamer.

VICTORIA, Dec. 14.—TUnder the
heading “Overloading colliers,” - the
Times this evening says: ‘“Considerable
comment was heard this morning in
shipping circles on the overloading of
ships. On all British steamers [there is
a Plimsoll mark on the side of the ves-
sel to determine the amount of cargo
they shall carry in winter, as also in
the summer time. But on American
oraft it is statted there is no such gauge;
and the result is that liberties are fre-
quently taken in the loading of a ship.
It is asserted that the Maftteawan,
which it apears now has gone to the
bottom, was overloaded, but it is known
that she carried a heavy cargo, and it is
said that she hiad no Plimsoll mark. In
this connection it is a notworthy fact
that the large colliers Keweenaw and
Montserrat, which were lost on the
same voyage four or five years ago,
were also Amerfican vessels, and were
very deeply loaded. .

Food Changed to Poison.

Putrefying food in the intestines pro-
duces effects like those o: arsenic, but Dr.
King’s New Life Pills expel the poisons
from clogged bowels, gently, dasily but
surely, curing Constipation, Billousness,
Sick Headache, Fevers, all Liver, Kidney
and Bowel troubles. Only 25c. gt Goodeve

MINERS DRAW BACK

MR. DUNSMUIR %S SUCCESSFUL
IN BREAKING AMALGA-
MATION.

THE ALEXANDRA MINEv TO BE
RE-OPENED WITH NON-
UNION MEN.

NANAIMO, Dec. 11.—Premier Duns-

muir hias been successful in breaking the
coal miners’ amalgamation. Last night
the Alexandra men decided to cancej
the application made on Saturday, after
a long and bitter debate in the local
union.

The Alexandra mine will later he re-
opened, as owing to the failure &t No. %
Extension, now being flooded, the com-
pany must get coal at Alexandra. The
mine will be started with non-unionists
from Ladysmith, probabiy early in the
neW year.

The company’s tactics will proba’
prove successful, owing to the disposi-
tion among the men.

CHINA’S TROUBLES.

Manchurian Question Apparently
Far From Settlement.

PEKIN, Dec, 16.—The Manchuian
question has reached a stage wifch best
informled observers consider to be a
crisia in Chinese history. China is beset
between Russia on one hand and Great
Britain, United $tates and Japan on
the other. .

Prince Ching is distinctly more friend-
ly to Great Britain than was Li Hung
Chang. The British, American and
Japanese representatives here have sep-
aratiely visited Prince Chang and insist-
ed that they be shown any treaty before
it is signed. Prince Ching has submit-
ted to them the draft of a treaty praec-
tically identical to the tieaty already
published.

Prince Ching is now pressing Russia
for more definite terms, the present
form of the treaty being so vague in its
important points as virtually %o leave
Russia a free hand. The Japanese
minister has taken a strong stand in
the matter and has notified Prinde
Ching that Japan will require conces-
sions equivalent to all the advantages
conceded o Russia in Manchuria.

It is rumored that Russia intends to
ignore what she regards as mere formal
objections on the part of the other pow-
ers Japan would go to the length of
war to stop the Russian occupation of
Manchuria if she were assured of sup-
port, but she will not risk a repetition
of the rebuff administered after the
China-Japan warl

An official telegram anmounces that
the imperial court is now on its way to
Pekin.

The

R. H. Williams, manager of the Nel-

.| out the aid of nwires,

THE TKIU

Ocean by Wireless
Telegraphy.

Received at St. John’s
from a Station in
Cornwall.

ST. JOHN’S Nfld.,, Dec. 14.—Signor
Marconi announces tonight the most
wonderfu} scientific discovery of modern
times in stating that he had received
elecirical . signals across the Adtlantic
ocean from his etation in Cornwall,
England. He explains that before leav-
ing England, he had made his plans for
accomplishing this result, for while his
primary object was to communicate
with ocean liners in mid-ocean, hie also
hoped to succeed in alttaining the won-
denfful scientific achievement of wireless
telegraphy across the Atlantic.

Signor Marconi’s station in Cornwall
is most powerfful. He possesses an elec-
tric force generated there a hundred
times greater than at his ordinary sitia-
tions. Before he left England he ar-
ranged with the electrician in charge of
the station, whichl is located at Poldhu,
to begin sending signals daily after a
certain daite, wihich Signor Marconi
would cable him wupon perfecting his
arrangements here. Signor Marconi
arrived here a week ago and selected
Signal Hill, at the entrance of the har-
bor, as an experimenting station, and
moved his equipment there.

Last Monday he cabled the Poldhu
staltion to begin sending signals at
3 p.m. daily and to continue thlem until
6 p.m. these hours being respectively
11:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m, St. John’s time.
During these hours on Wednesday Signor
Marconi elevated a kite with an aerial

sent or received. He remained at the
recorder attached to ithe receiving appar-

signals were received by him at imter-
vals, according-to the programme ar-
ranged previously with the operator at
Poldhu. These signals consisted of re-
peating at intervals the letter “8"
which in Marconi’s code is made by
three dots or quick strokes. This signal
was repeated so frequéntly and accord-
ing to the detailed plan arranged to
provide safeguards against possibility of
a. mistake that Signor Majconi was
saticfied that it was a genuine trans-
mission from England.
Thurkday, during the same hours, the
kite Svas elevated and the same ‘signals

so complete that Signor Marconi cabled
to his principals in England, and also in-
formed the governor ot Newfoundland,
Sir Cavendish Doyle, who apprised the
British cabinet of the success of the ex-

periments.

genuineness of the signals, and that he
has succeeded . in his attempts to establish
commiunication across the Atlantic with-
emphasizes the
fact that the system is yet only in an
embryonic stage. But he maintains that
the possibility of its ultimate develop-
ment is demonstrated by the success of
the present experiments with incom-
plete and imperfect apparaitus, as the
signals can only be received by the
most sensitive adjustment, and Signor
Marconi is working under great diffi-
culties owing to the conditions prevaling
here. The Cornwall coast is- 1,700
miles from St. John.
cess Of these ‘triials Signor Marconi will
for the present disregard the matter of
communication  with trans-Atlantic
steamers. He will return to England next
week and will conduct 'the experiments
from Poldhu himself.

He explains that thle greater electrical
power there will enable him to send
more effective signals. He will under-
take this work himself, leaving assist-
anits here to erect a mast and receive his
signals as he forwards fthem. Itis not
possible to send return signals from here
until a powerful electric battery sha}l
have been installed. Sir Robert Bond,
premierf of Newfoundlamd, oﬁers'Signo_r
Marconi every facility within the power
of lthe colonial government for the
carrying out of his plams.

FOR MISS STONE'S RELEASE.

State Department Agents Still Making-
Efforts.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 16.—Late ad-

from its agents in Turkey show that
they have not yet remitted their efforts
to secure the release of Miss Stone,
and are again seeking to open up com-
munication with the brigands with a
probability of success. It is believed
that the kidnappers at last have be-
gun to realize that the sum of $66,000
now in the hands of Mr. Dickinson
represents all the money that can be
secured as a ransom.

LONDON, Dec. 16.—The corre-
spondent of the Daily Telegraph wiring
from Sofia says that George Wash-
burn, president of the Roberts college
at Constantinople, has ascertained that

garia. Mr. Washburn also learns that
the majority of the band holding Miss
Stone captive are Bulgarians. It is
rumored that Miss Stone is not now In
Servia.

A GOVERNOR DEAD.

WICKFORD, R. I, Dec. 16.—Gover-
nor William Gregory of Rhode Tsland

months.

D. W. Morgan, of Greenwood, is in

L. 8. Otis, the well known piano tuner

sor. Transfer company, was in the city
yesterday.

of Nelson, is in the city on a business

o

OF MARCONI

Signals Sent Across the

wire, by means of which signals are

atus, and to his profound satisfaction.f,

Again  on®

were renewed. This made the assurance

Signor Marconi, though satisfied of the’

In Yiew of the suc- |

vices received at the state department '

Miss Ellen M. Stone is now in Bul- [

died at his home here at 3 o’clock this ,frensive to myself. I tried everythin:
afternoon. He had been ill for several which prbmlae{! e sare. T almosi

the city today. 'relief instantly after the first appli-

BONUSES VOTED BY RATEPAY-
ERS OF GRAND FORKS
AND COLUMBIA.

WORK ON THE ROADS HAS NOW
REACHED AN ADVANCED
STAGE.

GRAND FORKS, Dec. 12.—The rate-
payers adopted today two Dylaws
granting financial aid to the V. V. &
E. and Republic and G:and Forks rail-
ways respectively. A light vote was
polled. The vote on the V. V. & E. by-
law stood 130 for and 52 against. In
return for a municipal grant of $7,500
the railway company agress to locate
its passenger and freight station at
the intersection of the corporate limits
of Grand Forks and Columbia. The
other bylaw provides for a bonus of
$3,500 cash to the Republic and Grand
Forks - railway, in  consideration of
which the railway company has agreed
to locate its depof, terminal grounds
and round house on the Ruckles addi-
tion of Grand Forks. The vote stcod
127 for and 48 against. Both bylaws
required a two-thirds majority. The
ratepayers of the city of Columbia also
adopted a bonus bylaw granting $7,500
in aid of the V. V. & E. railway to aid
in the acquisition of the lands required
for the proposed depot at the intersec-
tion of Columbia and Grand Forks.
The vote stood 50 for and 1 against.

GRAND FORKS, Dec. 11.—(Special.)
—The Rockland Copper Company, re-
cently incorporated with a capital of
$2,000,000, has elected the following
board of directors: President, Jay P.
Graves; vice-president, H. N. Galer;
secretary-treasurer, G. W. Wooster;
Judge Ward Spinks and C. H. Wolf.
The group, which is located on Slocan
lake, will be developed on an extensive
scale next spring.

The grading of the Great Northern
and the V., V. & E. railways between
here and Marcus, Wash., is completed
with the exception of three small gaps,
two of which represent heavy rock
work near Hall’s Ferry, on the Amer-
ican side below Cascade, B. C. The
other is a cut 850 feet long through a
sand hill between Cascade and Gil-
pin’s. The average depth of the ex-
cavation will be 65 feet. ' The contrac-
tors have installed a steam shovel
.with a capacity of 2,000 cubic yards
daily, as well as a smaller shovel with
a capacity of 600 cubic yards daily.
At the present rate of progress the
work will be completed in three months
but it is likely a night shift will be
put on shortly, enabling the job to be
finished at an earlier date.

The Great Northern tracklaying ma-
chine now at Marcus lays rails at the
| rate of one and one-half miles daily.

The customs revenue here last month
was $9,200, or an amount $3,000 in ex-
cess of the revenue during October.

The Owl Music Hall has re-opened.
new talent having been imported from
| San Francisco.

The Morrison mine, Deadwood camp,
| has shipped one carload of ore to the

|
i Granby smeltel'.

GREENWOOD NOTES.

|“A Wages Case—Movements at the Mor-
E rison Mine.

GREENWOOD, Dec. 11.—(Special.)—
The action for damages for wrongful
dismissal started by Phillip W. W.
King, chief clerk at the Snowshoe
mine, against the British = Columbia
(Rossland & Slocan) Syndicate has
ibeen settled out of court. K Mr. King
had brought proceedings to recover
isix months’ salary and damages for
{ wrongful dismissal, amounting to $3,-
1 000. . When Anthony McMillan, the
| eem—
i manging director of the company, was

i here last ‘week an examination in
 chambers was held before J. P. Myers
Gray. At this examination H. D. Shaw
represented the plaintiff and W. Hart-
McHarg of Rossland represented the
defendant company. The result of
! this preliminary examination evident-

ly induced Mr. McMillan to offer terms

of compromise, the result being that

Mr. King has accepted $600 in cash

and his expenses back to England, i

he so desires, and each party to pay

his own costs.

C. W., Vedder, accompanied by James
C. Dale, has gone to Carmi., up the
West Fork of Kettle river. It is Mr.
Vedder’s first visit to that section, and
it is altogether likely that after his re-
turn the firm of Vedder & Cunningham
wil handle the townsite of Carmi.

There has been quite a movement
locally in Morrison shares. Recently
the mine has been further prospected
by the use of a diamond “drill, and
while no authentic information is
available, it is generally accepted that
the results have been plghly satisfac-
tory. :

James McNicol of Midway will short-
1y return to the Similkameen. He has
in view opening a general mercantile
store in one of the new towns of that
section.

Sometime before the close of the
week, if the present cold snap contin-
ues, the proprietors of the skating
rink hope to have the same ready for
an opening. No move has yet been
made with a view to organizing a hock-
ey team. '

Thursday next the Greenwood Citi-
zens Band will give a concert and ball
at the Auditorium.

FOUL BRFATH
CATARRH; HEADACHE

Are Banished by Dr. Agnew’s Catarrh-
al Powder—It Relieves in 10 Minutes.

B b

F. A. Bottom, druggist, Cookshire,
Que., says: “For 20 years I suffered
from Catarrh. My breath was very

all instances, I had to proclaim them
no good at all. T was induced to try
Dr. Agnew’s Catarrhal Powder. I got

cation. Tt cured me and I am free
from all the effects of it.” 10. For sale

HONEY TO RAILWAYS

to the ground.
was saved. There was very little in-

RAILWAY AID
AT OTTAWA

Hon. Mr. Wells’ [Opinion
'of the Government’s
Position.

Developments in " Con=
nection With Victoria
Contest.

VICTORIA, Deec. ' 12.—(Special.)—
Chief Commissioner Wells returned@
home from Ottawa today. He says he
believes the Ottawa government will
give a- quarter million toc the Fraser
rivgr bridge. Ottawa will also, he says,
assist the Coast-Kootenay road.

The court here has dismissed the Gif-
ford petition and confirmed the member
for New Westminster in his seat. .

The jury this afternoon awarded
Denis Harris $9,667.62 in Harris vs.
Dunsmuir, where the mother of the

the plainftiff, whe waas commissioned by
her ito sell the Wellington mine

The Independent Labor Party has re-
pudiated the candidature of John Ley,
who amnouhced himself as the candi-
date of the party and the government
for the provincial legislature in opposi-
tion to Mr. Bodwell. The party also
expelled the members Wwho signed the
requisition”asking Mr.: Ley to run. His
candidature, like that of G. A. S. Potts,
was not considered sériously. The gov-
ernment promise to have a strong can-
didate in the field before polling day,
and the contest will be one of fthe hot-
test in the political history of the prov-
ince. ;

The minister of customs has reversed
the decision of Collector Milne in the
matter of thle plans for the New West-
n_inster.and Point Ellice bridges, which
.were scized for duty here. The collector
wanted to collect 20 per cent on 2 1-2
per cent of the estimated cost of the
work for which the plans were to be
used. This made the duty on the plans
for the New Westminster bridge $460.
The minister rules thata duty shall only
be collected on the actual cost of pro-
ducing thie plans. ‘
duty will not amount to a very large
sum.

A BULGARIAN KILLED.

CONSTANTINOPLE, Dec. 16.—Some
Bulgarian soldiers crossed the Turk-
ish frontier at Chiltep in the fog. They
were fired upon by the Turkish guards.
One of the Bulgarians was {captured.
and. decapitated. The others’ escaped.
Bulgaria has demanded the restora-
tion of the body of the man who was
killed and has reserved the right to
demand full satisfaction for the inci-
dent.

A COLOMBIAN FIGHT

ERALS ENGAGE AT NOMBRE
DE DIOS.

: =
MANY CASUALTIES IN PROPOR+

TION TO THE NUMBER
OF FIGHTERS. t

\

t

COLON, Dec. 16.—A schooner just.
arrived here from a town on the Car-
ibbean coast, called Nombre de Dios, "’
brings the news that the Tolombian
government troops to the number of
70, which left Colon a fortnight ago
for Viento Frio, had an engagement
with the Liberal forces at Nombre de
Dios last Friday.

The Liberals numbered 250 men;
chiefly recruits from along the coast.

carrying nothing but machetes. They

at Nombre de Dios. A bloody engage-
ment ensued, in which the casualties
on both sides amounted ‘to 18 men
killed and 40 wounded.

The government troops succeeded in
carrying the entrenchments and driv-
ing the Liberals from the town back
into the hills behind it. During the en-
gagement the women and children of
Nombre de Dios, together with the
United States vice consul at Colon,
Mr. Hyatt, and other ' foreigners,
souglit refuge on a small island fac-
ing the scene of the engagement. .
The government :troops are now on
their way back ta Colon. Mr. Hyatt
reports Nombre de Dios to be now
practically deserted and as unsafe for
foreigners, the Liberals bellevlng‘tl)e

ment. The -Colombian gunboat: Gen-
eral Pinzon, after driving the;LJdberals
out of Cocle, will leave a portign: of

and then proceed

immediately. . t%‘
Nombre de Dios. T

A VICTORIA SUICIDE.

a local contractor, was found dead
yesterday hanging from a tree in
Beacon Hill park. He was reported

and as his stone yard is on the harbor

into the water and was drowned. The
discovery of the body, however, show~
ed that he had committed suicide. No
reason has been ascribed for the act.
A coroner’s jury found this afternoon
that Mr. Fleming had committed sui-—
cide while temporarily insane.

Koenig’s hotel, a large frame build-

ed by fire this afternoon, being burne@
Some of the furniture

by Goodeve Bros.

at about §5,000.

surance, and the building: was valuedl

&

premier was sued for the expenses of '

Under this ruling the .

GOVERNMENT TRbOPS AND LIB+ ~

They were badly armed, the majority -

were fairly well entrenched, however,

latter have been aiding the govern- . 4

the troops she carries at this;point -

VICTORIA, Dec. 16.—J. W. Fleming, , .

missing by his wife on Saturday night, .

front, it was thought he had fallem

ing at Shawnigan Lake, was destroy--
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