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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE MINERAL PRODUCTION
OF CANADA, 1912f

Statisties subjeet to revision.

The total value of the mineral production in Canada
in 1912 was $133,127,489 according to the preliminary
statistics published herewith, which are based upon
direct returns from mine and smelter operators, but
subject to final revision. Compared with the previous
year this production shows an increase of $29,906,495,
or nearly 29 per cent. The mineral output in 1911, how-
ever, was somewhat restricted owing to long extended
labour disputes and the largest previous production
was in 1910 compared with which that of 1912 shows
an increase of $26,243.866, or over 24 per cent. The
per capita production in 1910 was $14.93, and this has
increased in 1912 to over $18. This record is a grati-
fying indication or confirmation of the fact that- the
Canadian mineral industry in 1912 has had by far the
most suceessful year in its history.

This progress is all the more satisfactory because it
is evidently due to a widespread and substantial de-
velopment of the country’s mineral resources. The
only new camp of importance to contribute largely to
the year’s output was Porcupine, the gold production
of which was about one and three-quarter million dol-
lars. A slight searcity of labour was reported, par-
ticularly in connection with the asbestos and clay
working industries. There were compartively few clay
bour disputes to interfere with output, the principal
difficulties being a strike of coal miners on Vancouver
Island, beginning in September, and a labour dispute

at Porcupine toward the latter part of the year. The
total coal and gold production were but slightly af-
fected thereby.

A substantial inerease in price in most of the metals,
which took place early in the year and econtinued
throughout, had a very important bearing on the year’s
operations and contributed largely to the increased
value of the output.

A feature of particular interest during the year has
been the continued and extended development of ore
reserves. The satisfactory results from these operations
particularly in the case of the nickel-copper ores of the
Sudbury district, the Porcupine gold ores of Ontario
and a number of the copper and lead deposits of Bri-
tish Columbia, point to much greater annual outputs
in the future.

Extension of ore smelting and refining facilities and
in a number of cases special improvements in methods
of practice have also been important factors in the
year’s operations.

The production of the more important metals and
nminerals is shown in the following tabulated statement
in which the figures are given for the two years, 1911
and 1912, in comparative form, and the increase or
decrease in value shown. Tabulated statements in
greater detail, will be found on subsequent pages of
this pamphlet :
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