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THE DEEPER LIFE
The Simplicity of Christianity 
By Rev. S. G. Bland, !).!).

T HR Arabian dory toHtta let 
which reoW ehrttor aa army.

to be earned la the hand That 
,e a pornble a# CVtetimo'ty which 

hae gante*'# fee every actio#, eootrnl 
for eery retoHoo. to .
.mral.ee UB-I dlrwt.ee 
fee the whole of hmmoa 
life tad »a* yet be 
gathered oa into n aim 
Uirity a child can endec 
•und and a brevity that 
can he whteaered lata 
the ear of a dc.ng me*

Hew q*.chly *"* ■*, 
wat.al cmalieity •#
Chrmtleoity diwlwcd tt- 
wdf caa he wee la the 
r—awaw ef Pa*' aad 
IMn. to the cry *f the 
aweotroch keeper of 
the jail at Philippi The 
eerth<|*ahe, the failaro 
of lhe ptwooer* la Uke 
e-IcnnUg* of the open 
door*, perhop* the aiag 
lag of the moorgwl moo. 
aad powihly frngmeato 
of their .«rang* preach 
lag that may hare 
reached hw ears, all eomMaod to awakea 
la kirn a pewfeoad rererewe for them 
my.ler.ow meewoger*. I'oiling at their 
feet be cried, "Kr*. what meet I do 
to he weed I" Qwlch owd roefidool 
room the awwer. an ewwer which 
■early e.wleee keedred yeere of now 
ctnencerc. new leetieee, new rriti 
clem*, her# not la the erightwt -fagree 
■acalidated bet mb confirmed aad 
opened ep. "Betier# ee the Lord Jews 
(wrist aa.l thow .halt be weed.”

More ibaa thirty years ego la aatoa 
ecangeh.t.r service» ie aa Ontario 
T,liege I heard a Bapdet mialwter wy 
that the word ‘‘trout*’ expreww for oar 
.lac the meoaieg of the Oreok words 
botter than the pbraw “boll*»» oe."|

•aey aad simple It lei The »i— 
wow to ho mff.rwot proud 
dlTtoeeew of Jesuo, that A. km 
a way of Wlmlle* w accmmu, 
tellig.ld* Poe if e hem*, t- 
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Selle * 
of «’hrietian
»o jwt to ehoi____
not Him forth he Irf. 
aad ward la ewh a at. 
that people -Ul hi» 
aatoral aad cany te vw 
Rim, that, indeed, thm 
will lad .1 almost * 
fmwible t* mthhaij 

treat Chrietiaa prearh.eg amy aoa 
plwh anything clw aad it ar'umrtMo 
nothing if H fails to arrow 
It may accomplir* that eed■ I mac nrrompn.n teat sad nppaemu. 
aothing nine, aad It hw r*nilc errw 
IlStd o-i------- —ovorrthlng. 

wor YenTyndall, la hie fnmew w 
lir.tirh Aaewiatwa el lo

Hr had grasped then whet enr not no gen^
orally wen a* now I bet the words 
aad believe are not the beet wor.I* to 
roecey the reql idea. They ere too • 
strongly intellertoal. They eaggeet 
orthodoxy. They norm to rail for ror- 
rwt thinking. They neem to imply a 
rrrwl Wkerra* the artioa that in de- 
mnndrd Ie «imply .urrrader, obedience, 
roaSdeere. or la one word, and probably 
the very bent word, trust One ran fhist 
a man even if one knows little about 
him, eree If oae ha* maay mi.taken Idea* 
about him. It i* oaly neremmry to know 
enough to inspire roaldnaee. . A child 
'•1 trail n» IraH n« n man. Though 
tear w much more limited t»*nowledgr.

So let on eubntitute for the colder 
nod more intellectnal term, beliere, the 
warmer aad more heartfelt word, tract, 
and then we here Christianity, w to 
•peak, in a nut shell, the quintessence 
of Christianity.

Whatever the ignorance, whatever the 
intellect eel limitations, whatever the 
faults, the dark nine, Helvetian come* 
to every man who known enough of 
Jeaus, end whose heart in right enough, 
to trust him. Thin ia enough la any 
raw to start with. «

If we may venture to try to discover 
the secret of the unique power that 
Chrietianity has disclosed to seine the 
universal human heart we And one ele 
meat of that divine secret just in this, 
that Christianity given the supreme 
place not 1 to an idea but to n person. 
To it salvation is just dieciplenhip It 
doe. not impose a creed, a world view.
* conception of life or of good n en» or of 
the highest good. To become e^Chris 
•inn does not rfiean the acceptance of 
any philosophy of life as such. It 
mean, just this, that Jesus seems 
supremely worthy to be trusted and that 
one will trust Him. It is not necessary 
at the outset, nor, indeed, in it possible 
*• «ft «r any Inter stage to know all 
that is involved in that surrender. One 
may carry into the new life of dis 
ciplesh.p all sorts of defective and 
erroneous ideas about the Christian life, 
all sorts of evil ways and ideas, recog­
nised a* such or not recognized as such, 
but the moment n man trusts Jesus he 
becomes a Christian ns truly as the 

'oldest saint. He becomes a child of 
God. In the fundamental meaning of 
the word, he is saved. How divtaelv
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drew to the 
foot, ia 1574, startled the UMw 
world by bio saving, “1 see is suite- 
the promise and potency of an fifn" 
True Chrintiaaity has always «see ,, 
thin trust in Jenna “the promis» ml 
potency of all goodness,r One vta 
trusts Jews dove not instantly heeee» 
a finished saint. He may hae» sIbssi 
everything to Icon, and aiment even 
habit to change, bat hie faith ia Jew 
ia the germ of all nghteeeeeew It » 
the mustard seed which holds ia it tW 
tree. It Is the leaven which Is the 
power to leaves all the meal

Aaotber element ia this divine secret
of Christianity ia not only that Out 
isalty present* not aa idea, or a is*.

a philosophy but I 
ia Person asks sa

a Person, hot that
little s thug w

or 
this
trust.

He might have naked lore, 
entitled to ask lova Rat he U 
primarily ask love. He desires

He aw

covAM It above all things, served art 
suffered, Iaad died to win lore, bet h 
does not ask it. Aad here egais is At 
Divine wisdom of Christianity. Fw 
love is n<to eeawaaal Ow 
cannot give it always where see a 
asked, not even where one waste nw 
times least of all where ose fash aw 
ought. One has often heard peart» 
urged to give their hearts to Jess* >• 
one has the right to make sert i re

attest. It is not snthorimd by Ar
aviour. He in the Hnvieer berna» Hr 

in no wise end so gracious aad ksows s> 
well what we can do and what we rss 
not. What He asks ie that wt trw* 
Him. We can trust where wt de s# 
love, even where we dislike Lenar 
and disliking are not in our own pew 
Our hearts defy our rontrel. Bat w 
wills are our own, and trusting is « 
act of will. We ran trust a ekyehas 
we dislike, we ran follow » leader whs# 
we do not love. We cas trust Oral 
and put ourselves in Hi* hsads m* 
if we feel quite powerless to lore Hw 
quite powerless to please Him, q»'t* 
powerless to do any other good this# 
whatever.

That is the blessedness of Cknrt » 
way. He puts salvatios witkis th» 
reach of the most morally impôt"1 
All He asks is that we let Him harM» 
The eld hymn expresses it beastifaBv- 
“And in Thy bleated hands I sa. 
And trust Thee for a perfect re*

* In one of E. P. Roe's seeds, 10" 
it is “The Opening of » Cw*- 
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