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Britain’s Fight for Democracy
III.—The Task of British Reformers

By J. A. Stevenson

The i<lee I of British reformer* we* to eeeure 
for their rouolry * primary ie the art of living, 
a *u|>efi<>rHy ia moral principles ao<l an abundance 
of |*»e»iliilltiee of happiness for the iahahitaut* of 
the Kni|'ire. They desired not *•> murh to extend 
the Hritieh flag over a wider area of the earth'* 
• urfare. a* to ereate a Britain whieh every uther 
aatioa would eavy and desire to imitate. There 
were long legacies of error and aeglert to be Ikjui 
dated aad |>aid off. The advent of the industrial 
revolution whieh transformed Britain from a rural 
aatioa to a rumples industrial rommuaily ruin 
ruled with the Napoleonic war* aad the |>rriui| of 
exhaustios and slow MSttparstioa whieh followed 
V**| polit ie a I reforms werr arhiev cd after l*;u: 
but the new industrial system rrept into existent* 
without any adequate pro vision against its maai 
fret evils aad dangers The coming of^free'Trade 
in 1MT brought a certain relief, but it also strength 
reed the domineers of the “laiswes faire" dur 
trine and the idea that the rommunitv had ear

fortunate members, re 
la the main the tearh

duties towards it* lew* 
reived sraat acceptance 
iag of the Manchester 
srhoul founded by Cob 
den aad Bright^ traded 
both ie internal aad ex 
Irraal affair* to take a 
rrstrirled view of the 
fuartioa* of gov era- 
meet Uoverameet ea 
rated to maiataia order, 
to restrain men from 
tioleaee aad freed, to 
protect the rommuaily 
against foreign sad do 
■sentIS enemies, la pee­
wit mm to enjoy the 
frail* of their Inborn, 
aad rater unimpeded ia 
ta arrangement* aad
• oat reels With one aw 
other for their mutual 
brasât free contract 
■a* the watchword for 
industrial life a* an in 
evitable corollary In the 
personal, colonial and ia 
teroational freedom, 
which was aimed

Trades Datons
Met free contract did 

net present the shame 
••ns exploitai Msa of the 
tabor of women and 
children under disgrace 
fat conditions in far 
tories and the work men 
•oon found that even 
their pemlieo was fee 
-snows, aad in redress 
•be he la ace resorted to 
comblent lee ia Trade*
• atone Tbsar ergaai 
cations supported by 4.
• Mill, bet dwnppreved 
•f by I be lenders <4 the 
Manchester school, was
a meet far reaching and important step, they nsec 
essential to the maintenance of the standard* of life 
by the indent rial c lasses, because they alone la the 
dearth of lag relative protection could redress the 
•sc*|oslity hotueen cmpl--«. t and employee Trade* 
unionism took away some freedom from the noth 
wee, hot ie other n > -
for there could he ho llherty for the nor her with 
the employ tag classes ie a position to dictate terms 
Without the trades anions tirent Htilaia would soon 
bate hoes peopled only by two c lasses, s > liions) rc 
cepttebsis sad a peepsneed i-Alcisuet, like fSion 
-a nation of Maodona* nun serfs Meoedcent as 

were the results of the movement the working 
classes failed to secure proper elienllee to their 
later ests, aad after the collapse of the fhartist 
sgttalloa bofw of a met local leu faded dim I 'Israeli 
••• aware of the urgency «f "The I'seditioe of 
tUfteftfl.” fiMI» fttt« U»t ini

lollwtsk • irfff UMifffwN) ife
I* f Hi I fcr# lit* rblw of fUlf*» 

pmmm Uhmtty bel bH |rnw>l »«bHMl «1*4 km 
«* tfc* i«4 rIm f^tRftfl •
«•‘M it »b4w4»is! twfton* e*»rw4 ff** ib* «••«*«• 
«C *4ilr')Alla»Ur«|.t»tt Ilk# lt«h| M4«f!nli«ri ||4 
*tHn|# «Be*** III).#' J*»Üin# :lt«l4 -%|^|pkr
gaHb There was aw attempt at tone phoning •*»
k«M*thsi»g •f'fclMfeâu», «It* *#« fgtlfg * gf#«
b|> • xur.*f*|#f#4 i»f «sl4%»ly fMrty
•UcISihf, Mkill'tnfe lk| l|4«
«k«4«# iHtkiiikl Ilf* «M k#M *b*e|4w lb*
|*t*4#*i •»« #tf • a**4i"*1

f«*r I hr |*Mir vu r*|ir»#nr and lerllirirnl. I hr »dr«
«if ittnuram-r hatl littlr ground, old age* |«rn
• ■«•il» wrrr a Vlu|tiab drmiii and I hr roiirr|it that 
I hr «until» unity had any rlkim u|*t»u »ur|du* land 
vailurw or va»i mhrritaurr» «»* »v«*r»«*l m rank
hrrrwy.

Attitude Towards the Colonies
I'urhanit-iti hit) a ân»t rlae# «lui*, whrrr two far 

I tun* of hottoral»l* grutlruiru *lmo»t r».'!u*itrlv 
drswe from our rl»*, »lt#rnat#l> goh^rur*! thr 
realm. Thr CoIoum** wrrr rrgardrd «« outlying 
trim ill farm#, u#rd to »n*d #ra|«rgrs«'*>» and »ur 
1*1u# |*o|tulktiou to, l*ut dielset au«l uni m «*»«••( t tig,
“» HiiUslvM rotttftd our wrks,11 lh»r*rli m lirai
thru. AI Maiit KM», i hr *d%kurrel «tug of th# lui» 
rml | *rty. uudrr thr iu»|>ir»t lou of <6h»ml*rrlai|i 
aiol l»ilkr, »»» unit tug 1» l*r»y#r drrd*. «ml Ihrir 
uswuthori/rd |-rogr*in rauerd grmt iru«i*l#rBBl»«*u 
atout* g Imtfi Whig* u«d Tunsw.

Thru ram* thr llomr Hulr Hill grrul
lollwrnil hi.twiou, doomrd to rri|»|dr thr forrr* of 
l«rugrw for twmty yuan, during whtrh, with ue*

in**, *• 4#kga • m+ «*»*•• grnitiMN- IWt «g * dUi
*«P 0...4 be At—b «Am <m 

- ^ ~ *6 1W<*M<| Thu joni-ii

•* Mm cm* «MM* mm* «#•••• Ml Mffârmtm 
>«* w* *-■ «A» «mm «•» mwmffO* Me we «*

I»*#* A* r Mo—*# In» I
■f M.IM» l#M| • III»* *dff

n«* ht Nets» «ffff*M»0 A»d «Mill
N- â—dhemlis# HMM» Mm «sel 
Mm «ne 4 A—â* OWMAtff# fm

ga<dn»4 i- fssmARlh ÉM

* «rsff ***** U Mm gtc.e.sdw »yhw»
me *»«cb e-1 •*# s»w»â»U Mm i

•«Mill bfweh. |bo Iwo* volo4 lb# 4*ml«*^ of 
ItfilAik Wbllw I bo I fading «ft«l ob«f*h##|»llâg Mix.Id I" 
I*••#» «rfr doing lb#if I'Alt ie rfrotiug *b« «MMAO*

«mf »tm«ni«|r |e»«#r nod |wi«uo|*#f Ity |b#|f Ibmofime
aad jesticIso orfs the object of coo*lsot silock end 
rritieuae by Ike I korck sad I he loodow nets oho 
constituted the ns in bnttrsooss of Tory tom *s n 
result of the f IV ne I Me v slot mu i he majority in 
these two etewigots hod liiecome sbeceranlleX end 
»eu«tii nsrv, end their lenders, with a few sleep 
tiens, were incapable ef meeting the liberals in 
the inlelbctaal held he hmg ee i-isdstoue end Height 
lived. They denounced the Idheml msnwfnclnrere 
he eajdwlers of the e. chefs hod their free trade 
cusmnsioln»nism es sail eslissvsl, hat they idrrel 
no deânllo reform pwle-y of their ewn, end rsoremd 
such pragtsostve steps os the Kd went ton Act of

Tbs Iw of
The* hod falbn bach *n * he tmdillonnl paltry of 

ester eel espaosteo new called Imperialism, whieh 
hsd kmt lh disfavor sloes 1st" There was os 
d- ohtedly some e»»d to eststdleh B deâhlle sc 
of orgnotrattoo far the Rmtote edapled la Us 
ci.eegisr pmlllical needs sad bath < ksmbectsio 
end Irisrsc u had deânil», if nnsonnd. Ideas en the 
subject Hat the lm|-dngimrg*A1«heei, nebwmed 
ho II no* by closses wbe dsstrsd to divert |ccsui 
etteelloe from istcreel reform to external affeirs 
a Me t d«sr to all rear)ionsrtety foil into wrung 
hoods nod lost its inspiration is a mac* of flow

loivaal slush ami commercial greed Th# climax 
ess reached in Ihc Houlh African War, which, if it 
gave a severe blow to the Little Kngland Hrhoul's 
lark of faith in the maialeaaare of the fabric of 
I be Bnlwh I'om won wealth, also provided a and 
dicillusioameal to those lm|*enalista who believed 
ia the i|uaatily of a state lather than its uuality.
It proved the eom| srallve iaeffertiv enema of brute 
military force against I be determined national 
spirit of a few I bouse ad farmers aad revealed the 
utter uneoUB-lui-ws of the Tory conceptioa of Km 
pire. tier result was the upgrowth of a sew 
literal lm| enalism whieh was able to make the 
generous and successful ex|o-rimeal of granting 
»| redv self gowyimi-wl to the conquered Boris 
Another consequence was that the war’s revela 
lion of the ho|edewa muddle aad Inefficiency pre 
railing in many departments of I he national life ea 
geaiieicd a general determination to end Ihr cal 
rulalrd aad fatal neglect of social |*rvd*lems now 
pressing m every side, whieh had been Ike press 
but babil of the ruling |mwere for forty years 

By Itam there had accumulated a variety of 
social grievances, the la- 
evitable resell of chronic 
CV ils long neglected The 
greet Uberal victory of 
'hat year aroweed high 
bojow, the I scorn pet cat 
react loaaries were swept 
away, new men with 
new ideals look the 
reins of office aad now 
i*resale» ef reform wore 
promised ia profusion 

■octaltel Movement 
M r I ‘hamberlala "s 1er 

iff reform campaign ha.l 
III Meform campaign had * 
failed, l>ui ie comjway 
with the rapidly grow ( 
iag ttoriallsl mo v cm eat * 
it had brought forward 
ee the dominant Iveses 
•uch queetioae as stand 
aide ef living, regularity 
of employ eteal wages, 
sad access to I ho lend, 
aad ia general teraed a 
searehlighl epee the 
coedit me of las indue 
trial Barbara el the ax 
I-ease of quest loan like 
Home Male sad rwllgtee* 
•deeel lea The jedltl 
cel peon ef I he eld 
middle close, lUpremi 
sloe* IkSS. had |waned 
In the workers, who. In 
mod rwellred their 
strength fer th# irai 
time, they wore dlnrne- 
•soled and (tend nf pre 
tests, they wanted net 
■ sorely to sets bet to 
hnvo mm Shore in it 

s* N»m we *e«. mo«i reeling their own dee 
1 taies Mach aa th« 
capilelml cledkmi die 

lik>4 II. the economic issue cropped up el every 
torn, both in I-si I lament and out ef tl. Ikvhnles 

•■■■• Inns, eld age poncions, child feeding, small 
gs and conditions of emjdoymonl Become os 

ss Ik. . hod hitherto to so rare. The Von

mm. té» < #m4 MMl

rliil | Utkl* 7 I» Ikrli |4A«^r«a ef
l islolM aad land per*hose, he) the Idherab ears
• Ids la 1 roosts I e some ef their imllefs Into I eg mis
• me. The eged aero pees ided with (exnmc pet 
children note given the right in seme food sad 
medbsl care, the Insurance Art o aa dev wed la help 
•he atrh hod disabled snd mil Ignis awe e# the 
ceils of weempleymeol and lhe eetekdiehmowl of 
tffsgeo Hem ids is cartels | mdse abolished I he notât 
loi ms e# secs I leg Kfforvs wore mad# to evert 
•Hikes by • <mciHalloa Hoards sod s Hour Lew Cam 
mieatam made na exteosn» inquiry lain serial eon 
c* M ions Iwnd lef or me met ntlk Serre up I Iiltlen. 
but Ireiaad nos isiramfnlly radonsd with than 
•sods of local -otiegee end the Ike etch Iwed Art 
»treogthoned the tenante ’ pa*»ma end sot ap ma 
chieery far âsieg fair rants la Kngland, the dwell 
Holding* nas e failure thru the Studied scyll 1*0.»

heme ef lolerwsted < •eetx.V'oewcib. bnf I lev Id |J»yd 
* its lieerge ent.ined a far ree»hteg schema of lead re 

farm, nhlrh moved hm ap-oneot* l- drastic r ouater 
Irofomnlw tin the eve of the war, the Hrttmh land 
system was shvlowaly la the meIIiag net Italy la 
dealing with liquor and edacatma had the Idhwisk 
istalls failed to mehe progress, and the elleeh nos 
to he ico» wed as men os the desperate Items 

« watmend aa rtte tn


