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THE
PASTORAL ADDRESS
OF THE CONFERENCE

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE WESLEVAN METHO-
DIST CHURCH OF EASTERN BRITISH
AMERICA.

DearrlY BELOVED BRETHREN:

From our annual assembly, as your pastors .in
the Church of God, and as * fellow workers™ in
“ the kingdom of His dear Son,” we greet you,
who bave “ obtained like precious faith with us,”
in the name of our common Lord; and we de-
voutly implore our Heavenly Fatber to "um_'ly
your every need, out of that fulpess from wh.:ch
already we bave all received, even “ according
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

At such seasons as the present, we feel pecu-

Karly impressed with the solemnity of the charge
we have received, to “feed the flock of God
which be bath putchased with His own blood,”
and “to watch for your souls, us they that must
give account.” But we can appeal to Him who
whath counted us faithful, putting us into the
ministry,” as our witness, that it is our highest
ambition to * save ourselves and them that hear
ps,” % warping every man, and teaching every
mao in all wisdom, that we may present every
man perfect in Christ Jesus.” Under responsi- |
bilities so overwhelming, and in the performance
of duties so arduous, nothing less than the abid-
ing presence, and the seasonable and sufficient
blessing of the ** Chief Shepberd,” could sustain
us. Yet, “thanks be to God,” during another
year, and amidst more than usual effort and
care for the introduction of our new ecclesiasti-
cal arrangements, we bave been “kept by His
power thiough faith untv salvation,” and bave
bad additional cause to “ triumph in Christ, who
miketh manifest the savor of His knowledge by
us in every place.”

The time which has elapsed since our last
Conference has been filled up with events of
thrilling interest. Just then the dark cloud of
D.vine wrath seemed to impend over Christen-
dom. Amidst “wars and commotions, distress
of nations and perplexity,” in not a few instan-
ces “men’s hearts were failing them for fear,
and for looking after those things which were
coming on the earth.” Our own pational sin,
long-continued and tremendously agzravated,
bad evidently provoked national punisbment,
#0 that no human sagacity could foresee the end.
Nevertheless,Gop was our “refuge and strength,”
and as of old we found Him to be * a very pres-
ent belp in trouble.” * He doeth according to
His will in the army of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth,” and in tender compas-
sion IHe hath *“ordained peace for us” Even
in this matter He hath caused the wrath of man
to praise Him, for our chastisements and the
judgments- which He bath executed on other
nations, have opened up channels of ealvation
for the fallen churches of Europe, and for the
infidel tribes of Asia. * Bless ye God in the
congregations, even the Lord from the fountain
of Isracl. Princes shall come out of- Egypt;
Ebiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unto
God. Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the
earth; O sing praises unto the Lord.”

Thbough remote from the scene of hostilities,
the surge of afll.ction has rolled over our shores,
and all classes of the community have suffered
more or less on its account. We are well aware
that the long-continued depression of commerce
oo the one hand, and the high rate which bas
obtained for the necessaries of life on ths other,
bave brought some of you into circumstances of
poverty, and bave involved many more in un-
wonted straits and anxieties. As “ being our-
selves in- the body,” we bave deeply®sympa-
thzed with you. The trials and griefs which
you experience, we willingly share, * filling up
that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ,
for his bod)’s sake, which is the Church.” Yet
we hope that a happier era has already dawned
upon us, and that tha time is not far distant
when there shall be “ no complaining in our
streets”

Meantime, our wisdom is to concern ourselves
more about the sanctification of our trials, than
their removal. * Wherefore doth a living man
complain, a man for the punishment of his sins ?
L:t us search and try our ways, ana tarn again
to the Lord® "'Be assured, dear brethren, that
Do worse calamity can befall any people tban
the being bardened under the outstretched arm
of the Almighty. The sure mark and the worst
reproach of a reprobate nation is, * The people
turneth not to Him that switeth them, neither
do they seek the Lord of Hosts ™

“ But, beloved, we are persuaded better things
of you, and things that accompany salvation,
though we thus speak.” And as you bave been
accustomed to bear us explain and enforce the
Divine testimony in our personal minisiry, so
now we believe that in our collective capacity
you will suffer from us “the word of exhorta-
i *

We affectionately press upon your considera-
tion, first ot all, the importance of personal re-
ligion. Negligence in regard to this is always
inexcusable ; nor is it possible to substitute any-
ibing else as acceptable devotion. “ Look well,
therefore, to yourselves ;” and, whether eaticed
by the pleasures and bonors of the world, or
surrounded with its difficuliies, * seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness ;" “ give
all diligence to make your calling and election
ture.”  On every side, iniquity abounds, scorn-

.ing with defisnce that law which is* boly, and
Just, and good ;" while, under the name ot Chris-
tanity, a dead formalism and a variety of here-
tical kpeculations, threaten the very existence of
*pure religion and undefiled.” ¢ Perilous
times” bave *come;” “many falee prophets |
Liave gone out into the world :” but these are the
characteristic marks of the last times and seeing
we live under the most glorious dispensation of
grace, it is no wonder that the enemy of mouls
stiould rage with extreme violence. Nothing
can t0 completely neutralizs the power of error
and of vice, as the firm maintenance and practi-
cal exemplification of the principles of the gos-
pel. It is now and ever shall be, what it always
Las been, * (he power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth.” To hold it fast in its
integrity is at once to * prepare the way of the
Lord,” and to * lift up a standard for the people.”
These views enforce with singular propriety the
counsel of the inspired Apostle : « Oaly let your
conversation be as it becometh the gospel of
Christ ; be blameless and barmless, the sons of
God without rebuke, in the widst of a crooked
and perverse nation, awong whom ye shine as
lights in the world.”

* Have faith in God.” Regard Him not only
as ihe wise aud suprewe Disposer of all things,
bat as sustaining towards you the tender relation
of Father, Uabesitatingly commit the keeping
f)f)onxr souls and bodies, and of sl your affairs,
into the hands of this  faithful Creator.” And
fl, instead uf(:on{'orming to the world, or yield-
log to the dictates of unsanctified reason, you
* acknowledge the Lord in all your ways He
will direct your paths ;" if You endure “ ag see-

.l‘n,( ﬂwm who is invisible,” vou will find that
Bwrhy ‘here is a rewsrd for the righteous.”
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corded,” be will * come unto” His * people, and
the shining forth of his glory in the face of Jesus
“ Woe is me, for | am undone, for [ am a man

of unclean lips.”

“],even I, am he that blotteth out thy trans-

is to come, for genuine peace, or for beartfelt
joy, “other foundation can no man lay, than
that is laid, Jesus Christ.” The “ faithful say-
ing” is still * wortby of all acceptation,” and as
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-{
ners, so should the life which we live in the flesh |
be “ by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
us and gave himself for us.”

We desire also that you may * abound in hope,
through the power of the Holy Ghost.” How-
ever grievous may be the disappointments of
those who set their affections upon earthly tbhings
the hope of a true believer “ maketh not asham-
ed” Whether connecting itselt with the enjoy-
ment of perfect love in the present life or with |
« the glorious appearing of the great God, and
our Savicur Jesus Christ,” it will alike be con-
ducive to our full recovery of the image of God,
and productive of “ strong consolation” in the
time of distress. “ Every man that hath this
bope in Him, purifieth himself even as he is
pure.”

Bat above all, “ This we pray, that your love
may abound yet more and more, in knowledge
and in all judgment.” This is the distinguishing
element of the new creation—the first fruit of the
Spirit—and “ the bond of perfectness.” * Every
one that loveth is born of God and knoweth
God; He that loveth not, knoweth not God ; for
God is love” Stir up this gift which bas been
shed abroad in your hearts by the Holy Ghost.
“ Let brotherly love continue,” “ Bear ye one
anotber’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.”
“ By this shall all men know that ye are bis dis-
ciples,” for your conduct shall throw every otber
species of virtue into the shade, and set forth the
divinity of its origin in the most attractive as
well as the most incontrovertible manner. And
let the love of Christ constrain you to a cease-
less course of the purest philanthropy. “ The
whole world lieth in wickedness.” Cheerfully,
then, exercise the strictest self-denial, and follow
Christ in the regeneration, bearing his cross and
reproach. Such is just the devotiod which the
world wants, in order to commaad its attention
and admiration, to elevate its standard of morali-
ty, and to “ make the people obedient in word
and deed.”

Love to the Lord Jesus should also excite our
zeal for his ordinances, while the enjoyment ot
these will react upon and strengthen this prin-
ciple. It will not, therefore, appear unnecessary
to warn you against the ** forsaking the assemb'y
of yourselves together, as the manner of some ie.”
“ Amiable,” indeed, are “the tabernacles of
God ;” for ““ in all places where bis name is re-

will bless them.” As in the temple scene of old,

Churist shall arrest the sinner, and exhort the cry,

Here also shall the contrite
penitent receive the word of reconciliation,
while the still small voice jof mercy proclaims,

gressions for mine own sake, and will not remem-
ber thy sins.” And when the righteous stand
in slippery places, when they are tempted to re-
pine by contrasting their chastisements with tke
prosperity of the wicked, by going into the sanc-
tuary of the Lord, they shall obtain repeated as-
surances of his undiminished interest in them ;
that he will “ guide them with his councel, and
afterward receive them into glory.” Thus did
God in the former times to our fathers, and * as
we have heard, so have we seen in the city of
the Lord of hosts.” And we have no doubt, but
if our faith were kept in livelier exercise, and
in the breadth of its attachment were more com-
mensurate with the wants of our race, and the
promises of God, we should see the kingdom of
Christ extending around us with unexampled
rapidity. Are we not in danger of* limiting
the Holy One of Israel,” by looking for the
exercise of his saving power only at set periods,
and under the influence of strong excitement ?
While, with devout gratitude, we bave to record
that, during the past year, revivals of religion
bave been experienced in many of our churches,
yet we bave to mourn that these have not been
more numerous and more enduring. Among a
people “ walking in the fear of God, and in the
comforts of the Holy Ghost,” and under a peinted
evangelical ministry, saving 1esults should be of
daily occurrence. What we all require, in order
to universal success, is an increase of Divine in-
fluence. Beloved brethern, we have renewed
our pledges to Heaven that we will more un-
reservedly, and with greater confidence in the
Spirit's power, “ give ourselves continually to
prayer, and to the ministry of the word.” * For
Zion's sake will we not hold our peace, and for
Jerusaiem’s sake we will not rest, until the
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness and
the salvation :hereof as a lamp that burneth.”—
But we earnestly solicit your co-operation.—
“Ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not
silence, and give him no rest, till he establish,
and tili be make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”
We hope tbat throughout our churches due
respect is paid to the Sacraments of Christian-
ity. Far be it from us to attach the idea of merit
to their reception, or to conceive of them as
necessarily securing acceptance with God. Ne-
vertbeless, they are means of grace, appointed
by infinits wisdom for our help,—seals of the
new covenant, whose provisions give life and
salvation to the world. The most powerful of
all obligations binds us to “ show forth the Lord's
death till be come.” Icis the expressed wiil
the command of our dying Saviour. The very
essence of * faith in his blood” is the submission
of ourselves to bim, and the drawing back from
this ordinance is to disavow our allegiance to
Him. So full of meaning is this act of worship,
that, when devoutly attended to. it cannot but
give us enlarged views of Divine things, and
promote our growth in grace. Christ is evident-
ly set forth as crucified for us ; and the doctrines
of repentance, of 1eliance upon his atonement, of
the Spiri’s sanctifying energy, and of a future
judgment, radiate from his cross. lere then,
let the weary and heavy laden, come and refresh
themselves; let them learn of him who is % meek
and lowly in beart, and they shall find rest to
their souls.”

The other Sacrament in its significance and
obligation, as well as in the Dlessing connected
with its observance, stands upon precisely the
same footing. The promise of the Holy Spirit
18 *“ to our children,” as surely as it is *“ to us,”
and “ to all that are afar off,” so that there can
be no impropriety in presenting them to receive
the seal of that covenant in which they are in-
cluded, and the symbol of that blessing to which
they are entitled. But when we recollect that
the * Head of the Cburch,” in the days of his
flesh, blessed infants, and declared that * of such
is the kingdom of God,” that be was much dis-
pleased with those who prevented their approach,
and saig, * Suffer them to come to me, and for-
bid them not,” we must conclude that it would
be at once an act of injustice to them, and of
interference with his prerogative, to deny them
this gospel privilege. By dedicating them to the
Redeemer in his own appointed way, we may
be brought to feel more deeply interested in
their spiritual welfare, and be led the more in-
dustriously to train them upin the way they
should go. With stronger confidence also sball
we apply for those spiritual influences which are
Ppromised to our “offspring,” as “ water upon

P
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We indulge the hope that you will be charac-
terized by the same nobility of mind, which in
early times distinguished the disciples at Berea.
While “ with all readiness of mind” you receive
the practical word, we would not bave you ac-
quire religious knowledge at second band, but
“ search the Scriptures daily,” whether those
things are so. No discoveries can ever invali- |
date or supersede the word of God. Compared |
with the “ doctrine, reproof, correction, and in-
struction in righteousness” which the inspir-
ired volume contains, the deepest rescarches of
buman kuoowledge are,  less than nothing and
vanity.” The pompous schemes of human ame-
lioration and progress which now solicit popular
favour, require to be tested by the principles of
revealed truth; and just 1n so far as they are
based upon * the testimony of Jesus,” ought they
to share our regard. * For all fleshis as grass, |
and all the glory of man as the flower of the
grass. ‘The grass withereth, and the flower
thereof falleth away. But the word of the Lord
endureth for ever. And tbis is the word which
by the gospel is preacbed unto you.”

Nor should we only make the law and testa-
ment our final appeal but by reading therein,
with meditation and private prayer, we sbould
daily derive from it spiritual sustenance. The
river of life ditfuses here its gladdening streams,
and here may the heavenly manna be gatbered,
for * man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word which proceedeth out of the mouth
of God.” The injuuction given to the Israclites
when they had but a small portion of the serip-
tures, applies with greater force tous. *“ There-
fore shall ye lay up these words in your heart
and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon
your hangd, that they may be as froutlets between
your eyes. And ye shall teach them your chil-
dren, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine
bouse, and when thou walkest by the way, when
thou liest down, and when thou risest up.”

Permit us also, beloved brethren, affectionate-
ly to remind you of the importance of tamily wor-
ship—a duty essential alike to order and regu-
larity in the domestic circle, and to the implant-
ation of religious sentiments in the bearts of the
the young. Without strict attention to this ser-
vice, the profeasedly Christian parent counter-
acts all his other exertions for the promotion of
peity in his housebold. Due time, therefore,
should be allotted for reading and prayer, each
morning and evening, and no worldly concern
should be permitted to set it aside. If God be
thus honored, even at the occasional expense of
convenience, more will be in reality gained, than
is apparently lost.

The institution of the holy Sabbath claims our
most serious consideration and cordial support,
It is one of the worst signs of our times that the
sanctity of this day is so oftcn violated by plea-
sure takers, and its rest broken by unnecessary
labors. We béseech you to * abhor all appear-
aoce of”’ this “ evil,” and * Remember the Sab-
bath day to keep it holy.” Many are the in-
ducements to do so. As it respects our body
and our temporal circumstances, it is peculiarly
beneficial. But its obligation as a day of rest
and of worship—commemorative of God’s end-
ing His works, both of creation and redemption,
and aaticipative of the period when we shall
rest from ours—ie perpetual, and cannot by any
means be set aside. * This is the day the Lord
bath made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
“ Enter,” therefore, *“ into his gates with thanks-
giving, and into his courts with praise ; be thank-
full unto Him; and bless His name. For the
Lord is good ; his mercy is everlasting; and His
truth endureth to all generations.”

We are happy to perceive that the objects
contemplated by our recent organization into a
distinct conference, have met with your cordial
approval. This has been evinced by the prac-
tical adoption of our new system, and jn many
instances, by liberal contributions to our connex-
ional funds. Having now advanced into a some-
what matured condition, it is our duly to culti-
vate the principle of self-reliance ; and the first
care of every circuit should therefore be, to meet
as soon as possible, its own expenditure. Iu
many of our older stations, and in other places
where, though our ministry has been more re-
cently introduced, the population bas rapidly in-
creased, we think this might be accomplished by
a determined effort. And even where it could
not at present be done, the resolution to ap-
proach as nearly as possible to it, and to attain
it whenever practicable, would be of essential
service.

At the same time, we desire specially to call
your attention to the fact that we are all united
by the connexional principle. By means of this
and our itinerancy, the weakest and most isolat-
ed circuits partake to a very considerable extent
of the same pastoral care and oversight as the
larger and wealthier. By the proper operation
ot our financial econony, not only do the strouger
assist the weaker, but the Gospel finds its way
into destitute localities; and these * having
nourishinent ministered,” and being * knit toge-
ther, make increase of the Church with the in-
crease of God” This system we endeavor to
carry out, not only because of its adaptation to
the wants of the world at large, but because it is
the scriptural plan. “ Not boasting of things
without our measure, that is of other men’s
labors ; but having hope, when your faith is in-
creased, that we shall be enlarged by yoa ac-
cording to our rule abundantly, to preach the
gospel in the regions beyend you, and not to
boast in another man’e line of things made ready
to our hands.”

On this ground we again commend to your no-
tice and support our Contignent or Home Mission
Fund. For aid in bebalf of the poorer circuits,
we cannot aiways be dependent on the Missionary
Commuttee ; and if * the laborer,” who, accord-
ing to Divine testimony, is ** worthy of Lis hire,”
be deprived of it, he is either tempted to aban-
don the ministry, or must continue to ecxercise
its functions with a weight of worldly troubles
upon his beart. To relieve such cases—alas, too
numerous—and to multiply our staff of efficient
evangelists, this fund has been established. In
some circuits a good beginning has been made,
but in others we regret to say it has been near-
ly overiooked. help us, dear brethren, accord-
ing to the ability which God bath given you.
If placed in such a position as to render its aid
unnecessary, then offer to God through this we-
dium a tribute of gratitude for superior advan-
tages; and if you are among the recipients of
this bounty, show that you are nevertheless ac-
tuated by the sentiment of the Lord Jesus, that
“ it is more blessed to give than to receive.”

We feel persuaded that nothing more is re-

quired to secure your support of the * Worn-out
Ministers’ and Ministers’ Widows’ Fund,” than
that its claims should be fully set before you. This
bas already been done, and a generous response
bas in not a few cases been made. Perhaps, how-
ever, it may not be irrelevant to say, that as our
ministry is limited to a very few years in each
place, and is necessarily of an exbausting charac-
ter, each part of our wide extent of labor, and
each individial in 1t, is deeply interested in the
prosperity of this fund. “ Remewber them that
bave the rule over you, who Lave spoken to you
the word of God, whose faith follow.” And as
.lhey, in the time of bealth and strength freely
imparted to you the riches of the gospel, 90 is it

the thirsty, and “ floods upon the dry ground.”

becoming that in age and sickness you should
administer to their temporal wants.

On the same ground, we might simply notice |
the Educational Fund. So nearly are ail the |
wants of each mini:er estimated, and so nicely '
are his claims adjus‘ed, that the amount which
be receives is neither designed for, nor a lequate
to, the education of his children. The fund
ubove named is intended to meet his wants in |
this respect, and afford bim what he cannot pos-
sibly receive from other conuexional sources.

Deeply impressed with the importance of |
widely diffusing a sound and scriptural liter-
ature among the people of our charge, we have
established a Book-Room in Halifax, having a |
branch in the city of St. John, N. B,, and wtich
we bave placed under the superintendence of |
one of our most eflicient ministers, the Rev. C |
Churchiil,—tbus bringing within your reach |
valuable facilitics for the mental and religious |
training of your families, not hitherto in the
same degree uvailabie to you. We earnestly en-
treat you largely to patronize this important
agency of our Church, that, amid the deluding
and polluting influence of a large portion of the
current literature of the age, the principles and
morals of our youh may be guarded and
strengtbened.

It affords us unfeigned delight to be able to
inform you that our educational institutions at
Mount Allison are in a high state of efficiency,
and are enjoying great popularity. During the
recently closed term they were favored with a
very blessed revival of religion, in which many
students of both branches were made partakers
of the saving grace of God. Institutions so bo-
norable to our connexion, 0 smiled upon by
“ Qur Fatber in Heaven,” deserve and demand
our most liberal support; aud we bespeak it in
their behalf, assurea that among the most valu-
able boons you can conier upon your sons and
daughters, is the blessing of a thorough and
scripturally conducted education.

It bas been cause of deep gratitude to us, as it
will be to you, that the receipts of the Wesleyan
Missionary Society for the past year, have ex-
ceeded those of any preceding year. This is tue
more rematkable, on account of the pressure
upon our resources, made by the late war ; yet it
is but anotber prool of Gou’s tavor for Ziwon, aud
that “ upon alil her glory ” there is * defence.”
While we rejoice that the Church generally is
becoming more awake to her duty in evangeliz-
ing nations, it is no less gratitying to know, that
upon all the mission field the Spirit is being
poured out from on high. The dry Lones of the
valiey of vision in Europe, are quivering with
life. The Turk is no longer inaccessible to the
gospel, nor would his abandonment of Mobam-
medanism for Christiauity expose him to a crim-
inal’s death. Tbe stupendous fabric of Hindoo
idolatry is shaken to its centre, and its * captive
exile basteneth that be may be loosed, and that
be should not die in the pit, nor that his bread
shouid fail” Even China, long impregnable to
the gospel, is receiving the word ol lifey and
among those who are falling down, making sup-
plication, and saying, “ Surely God is in thee;
and there is none else,” are * these from the land
of Sioim!” Africa is awaking from her lethar-
gy, asserting her right to the privileges of men
and brethren, abolishing her demoa worship,
and by righteousness and true boliness, causing
“the wilderness and solilary place to be glad,’
and the desert to * blossom as the rose.” The
islands of the sea have not in vain waited for the
law of the Lord. Thousands bave * cast their
idols to the moles and to the bats,” and have ex-
changed *the habitations of cruelty” for the
temples of God ; and the bloodthirsty cry of vio-
lence for the soi:gs of Zion. * Sing, O ye hea-
vens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth
into singing, O mountains: for the Lord hath
comforted his people, and wil have mercy upan
his afflicted.” *“And now what wait we for ?”
but tbat yet more copious eJusion of the Spirit’s
power whereby that “blindness” which *in
part is bappened unto Israel ” shall be removed,
and “the fulness of the Gentiles shall come in.”
Such a glorious consummation is worthy of our
labors, our prayers, and our efforts. And, inas-
much as we are still so far connected with the
British Conference as to operate upon the hea-
then world through their agents, let us cheer-
fully sustain the missionary cause. * Therefore
as ye abound in everything, in faith, and utter-
ance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and
in your love to us, see that ye abound in this
grace also.”

Were further considerations necessary to im-
press these great duties upon you, we cou'd de-
rive many of them from that afilicting event
which bas recently bereft us of our official head,
and the Church of Cbrist of one of its distinguish-
ed ornaments and faithful ministers,the Reverend
Jobn Beecham, D. D.

Twelve months ago he was present with us,
for the express purpose of arranging those plans,
by which, as a connexion, we are now guided.
Having for many years sustained the office ot Mis-
sionary Secretary, aud made himself thorougbly
acquainted with the history and wants of the mis-
sion field, be was able to bring a vast amount of
experience to bear upon any subject connect-
ed with that department of our work. To a
mind naturally sagacious and far seeing, and a
judgment sound and discriminating, he added
rich stores of knowledge, acquired by patient
industry ; while deep personal piety crowned his
character, and threw an irresistible charm around
it. He was evidently the indiviaual who was
best qualified to give our connexion in thess
Provinces its propzr form and system of manage-
ment ; and at that time we said, * That in the de-
signation of Dr. Beecham, to inaugurate the Eas-
tern British American Conference, we clearly
perceived the discrimination ot man, and thank-
fully marked the disposal of God.” In these
views we are more than ever confirmed, but our
pleasure in adverting to them is mingled with
grief when we remember that this may be said
to bave been bis last great effort, and that
its performance, which bas been of incalculable
advantage to us, exbausted his energies, and per.
baps hastened his dissolution. The militant
church can no longer reckon upon the valuable
services of this etandard-bearer; but ¢ our loss is
his infinite gain.”

* #is spirit, cumbered with the blest
Kejoices where the weary rest.”

As he lived, 50 he died; “steadfast in faith, joy-
ful through hope, and rooted in love.” He has
joined the society of kindred spirits—of Wesley,
and Fletcher, and Coke, and Clarke, and Wat-
son, and Newton —and is doubtless now recog-
nised and loved by many who, through his inde-
fatigable exertions were turned from darkness
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God.
But his memory is, and ever will be, precious to
us. Even yet we seem to hear bis voice, and
mark, both in bis pulpit ministrations and in his
legislative counsels, the tender solicitude which
be cherisbed for Zion's weal. We are admon-
ished that * the time is short;” and that the only
duty which, if he were present, he would incul-
cate, and which, though absent, is none the less
interesting to bim, is, that we * work the works
of Him tbat sent us while it is day; seeing that
the night cometh, when no man can work.”

To this work we solemnly dedicate ourselves,
as in the sight of God; “and we desire that
every one of you do show the sanse diligence, to
the full assurance of hope unto the end.” Let
us daily fulfil our obligations to God, to one
another, and to the world, and anticipating the
* far more exceeding and eternal weight of glo-

1y,” patiently endure the affl ctions of this ple-l
sent life. * Blessed i< that scrvant, whom his|
Lord when he cometh shall find so doing.”

“ Now the God of Peace, that btrought 1;aiui
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shep-
berd of the sheep, through the blood ot the ever-
lasting covenant, make you perfect in every |
good work 1o do Hi+ will, workinz in vou that

1whi\'h is well pleasing in His sight, through

Jesus Christ; to whom be gplory for ever and |
Amen.
Signed on behalf, and by order, of the

ever.

Conterence,
Mattaew Ricney, President,

WiLriax TEmprE, Secretary.

Correspondence.

Mg. EpiTor :—The fo'lowing noble re.
solution bas passed the Maine Conference. |
strongly recommend it to the kind con- |
sideration of all Christian people. Dy giv-|
ing it an insertion in your paper, you will |
greatly oblige an inveterate enemy to To- |
bacco. WiLLiAM SMITHSON. |
Mill Town, August 18. !

“ Use oF ToBacco.—Whereas the use
of tobacco prevails to a prodigious extent in |
our country, as indicated in the reports of
our national treasury, and other. authentic
documents, from which it appears that over
100 million pounds are annually consumed in
the United States, at a cost to the consumers
of over $20,000 000 ; and wher»as we have
reason to believe that its use is rapidly in-
creasing, and that even ministers ot the gos-
pel are becoming, to a great extent, guxl(_v
of this debasing indulgence : —

Therefore, Resolged—1. That we view
these facts as a matter of profound alarm,
and ench an evil as to demand the serious
attention of the church. B

2.—That we regard the ase of tobacco as
an expensive and needless indulgence, un-
favorable to cleanliness and good manners,
unbecoming of Christians, and especially in
Christian ministers ; and like the use of al-
cohol, a violation of the laws of physical, in-
teilectual and moral life.

3.—That we will dicountenance the use
of this injurious narcotic (except as a medi-
cine prescribed by a physician,) by precept
and example, and by all other proper means.”

Provincial Wesleyan
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€3 See SpEcIAL NOTICES i1 another column.

The Am;;ixé\av'h”Bible Union and
the Rev. Dr. Maclay.

Thoze of our readers unacquainted with
the Society designated at the head of this
article, and respecting whose proceedings
recent sudden developments have astounded
its own supporters and amazed the religious
world, will not unnaturally presume that we
are about to discuss the doings of an associa-
tion based on so comprehensive and catholie
a foundation as to vindicate its claim to the
national title it assumes. It is our duty to
uudeceive them at the outset.

The American DBible Union is the off-
spring of ultraism of the most exceptionable
kind 1n a single denomination of Christians,
and took its rise about six years ago in the
determination of certain Baptists, Campbell-
ites, and Seveuth Day Daptists, to have a
new English version of the Bible accordant
with their peculiar views. Let us mark the
steps by which a stand so decisive and
defiant was reached.

From 1816 there has existed in the Uait-
ed States an American Bible Society which,
composed of various religious denominations,
has prosecuted with vigor, fidelity, and
marked success, its sacred work of trans-
lating, printing, and distributing the Scrip-
tures. Up to this date, we think we may
safely affirm, though the statistics are not
at hand, that it has been instrumental in
dispensing, in perhaps thirty different lan-
guages, not less than ten million copies of
the Word of God. Twenty years ago, it
declined to advance from its funds for a
translation of the New Testament by'a Bap-
tist Missionary in Calcutta, in which the
words rendered in the common English ver-
sion baptise and baptism were translated to
signify {mmerse and immersion. The Bap-
tists, dissatisfied with this refusal, withdrew
and organised an association, which they
modestly denominated the American and
Foreign Bible Socisty, for the translation of
the Bible into foreign languages, meanwhile

employing the common version at home.—
At length the inconsistency of diffusing a
sectarian version abroad and continuing the
common version among themselves, moved
many of the Baptists to the agitation of a
scheme for the revision of the English Bible.
Hence sprung the American Bitle Union,
constituted by such ultra members of
the American and Foreign Bible Sagiety
as feared not to embark in this rash en-
terprise, led on by Dr. Cone and Dr.
Maclay. This is, in brief, the story of its
origin; the history of its achievements is
recorded in the controversy between its
late President and its present officers. Dr.
Maclay shall speak for himself. —In his
pamphlet, explaining the motives of his
resigunation, he says:

% On being elected President of the Union,
in October, 1853, 1 found myself in posses-
sion of more direct and unqualified respon-
sibility ; and under these circumstances 1

| ' -

| (and we saw his glory, a glory as of one
! ly begotten of a father.) f1ull of
i truth."—John i: 12.4,

! In this and other books are suome

there was not yet a holy spirit.”—John wil: try of the gospel. devoted sl my
30, and influerace, r the
* And [ give to them eternal life, and they | spire the public
shall not perish, forever."—John x: 28. W
* Jesus, therefore when he saw her weep- of the
ing, and the Jews, who eame with her, weep- | tircns

ast six
mind wil
at seemed to me t}

ing, he groaned in the spirit, and troubled Provir
himszeif.””—John xi: 83. ‘ina supno

* Who were begotten—not of blood, nor Unien —
of a will of man—but of God.
Word became flesh and dwelt
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And the doctor adds, * These are by no from every q Arer
means the most objectionable renderings.— for all, the re
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A graver charge succeeds, ’

“On a clozer examination in the depart-
ment of revision, I found that, in addition
to the shocking translations already reterred
to, the misguided hand ot the reviser had
been rashly Jaid vpon the original text, as it
seemed to me, without any authority of the
Board. Tt will be recollected that, in the
famous Amirty street letter, Dr. Williams
cbarged the Bible Union with improper se-[own.” sacred text quted
crecy, in withholding from the churches & by De Maclay the offizers deny L
knowledge of the Greek text, to be uscd gapproved in
the standard of revision; and that in the/ g
ply, written by Dr. Judd, and adopted™by | \p .y c1y. « are made from .
the Board, it was said : ¢ | P, '

“* This subject received our early and |
prayerful attention, and after obtaining the |
most satistactory information respecting it, the variance
with the counsel of competent advisers, and Would 14
our own mature deliberation, we determin- | Toughest renderinzs ot a competent translator by
ed to use the received text as critically edir | 8uch as these, to which De. Judd bas iitroduged
ted by the best scholars of the age, and pub- | us ?
lished by Bagster & Sons, London, octavo| 1 Cor 10:16, “ Is it
edition, 1851, | blo&d of the Ancinted ”

¢« ¢« Previous to this rule the Board Lad es- | ~2Corr 1314 1 Lhie
tablished certain General Rules for the Di- | Siirt be webivou ai ™ _
rection of Translators and Revisers, of ’ ,LV‘!' 3957 Lo e, who am Tees than the ey
which the third reads thus : [ O al ; conue ""’*"' was this very kindnes

* ¢ Translations or revisions of the New I ;".;,:T;_t:..:,:;}::,U:;'f.‘;.“:: 'A",“l,hl,‘ll'f M"} :h' -
Testament ghall be made from the received Acts $19 ;% Kvp‘r‘n‘( (hk'-x.evu‘n:. :-]n:‘!(:;m-n in
Greek text, critically edited, with known er- | order to the obliterating of your sins”
rors corrected.”” 2 Tun. 4:12; * Anncunce the word; be on

Also, certain ** Special instructions to the | hand conveniently (and) wconveniently ”
Revisers of the English New Testament,” of | Phil. 2.6 =8 Who, verngin Gou's torm, did
which the first reads as follows : DOL estecm ‘b",h"”'”’ hae Ghod a roiibery

* The common English version must be i'_‘l,eel(,:“.::l::,,.::l:“r‘,,“;:r:“ h”,".."'"" L e
the basis of revision ; the Greek text, Bags- | found in appearauce as a ,“,”l_";:' hm‘hf‘:.:i‘(
ster & Sons’ octavo edition ot 1851 down—was subunsvive til deatb—deaih, indeedd,

¢ These are all the rules of the Union re. | by a cross.
specting the Greek text; neither of them | Col 810 You bave put on the young man
has ever been abrogated or altered ; and, as Ui 6:8 5% He who sows 110 the flesh, sball
they stand, they admit of no departure from | °*' ! :l.'egﬂr'.h Teapicorruption,”
the  reccived texts’ as critically edited, (N0t | g ornt of oretr
by revisers of the Bible Union, but by dis
tingnished scholars in times past,) and sub-
sequently published by Bagster & Sons, in
1851. Yet it appeared on examination, that
some revisers had undertaken what seemed
to me more presumptuous than the selection
of some other text, such as Griesbach's
Sholz’s or Tichenderf’s, and more uncafe
than the preparation of a new, independent
recension by competent hands from original
sources; viz: a revision of the ¢ received
Greek text, by weighing all the different
manuscripts, to ascertain the relative value
of their various reading, as given by second-
hand authorities, verifying or moditying
these readings by ancient versions and pa-
tristic writings, collating and comparing the
opinions of different editors ; then selecting
or rejecting any particular reading, accord-
ing as it was found to be, ¢n the reviser's
judgment, genuine or spurions: his English
version being conformed to this eclectic edi-
tion of the Greek text. In one book which
came under my observation, afier it had
been stereotyped, a cursory examination
showed that the reviser bad deviated from
the ¢received Greek text' in two places, by
substituting something for it ; in twenty-two
places, by rejecting something of it.  And
one of the portions rejected as spurious, em-
braced twelve consecutive verses! In ano-
ther the following passage is cast out of the
Bible:

“¢For an angel went down at a certain
season into the pool, and troubled the water ;
whosoever then first after the troubling of
the water stepped in, was made whole of
whatsoever disease he had.”

¢ Where the common version reads,

“ ¢ That whosoever believeth in him should
not perizh, but have eternal hife,’
the received Greek text has been so critically
edited that, in the revised KEnglish version,
the same passage reads thus: ¢ That every
one that believes on him may have eternal
life.” And the rejection of * Jesus,” *John,’
¢ Christ,’ and * Amen,’ are specimens of the
smaller changes which have resulted from | f
this revision of the Greek text.
“ But the record of wrong-doing in this
department is not complete.  Oune rule laid |
down in the published plan of the Dible
Union required an examination of the revi-
ser's work by all bhis fellow-revisers. In
practice, this rule is disregarded. One book
the Dr. discovered has been stereotyped in
six different forms, just as it came from the
hands of the reviser, without any examina-
tion by other scholars. It was provided
also in the published plan that ¢ whenever
an alteration from the common version is
made on any authority additional to that of
16 reviser, such authority must be cited in
the manuscript, either on the same page or
in an appendix.” But Mr. Maclay says that
instead of a simple collection of authorities,
he found extensive notes of a docirinal and
practical vature, which were alike foreign
to the work of translation, and inconsistent
with the unsectarian character of the Union ;
and the preparation of which, beyond what
was required by the rule, must have occu-
pied more time than the translaiion itself.”
"The Dr. closes his impeachment with the |
following langunge : —
¢ [t only remains for me to take care that
[ be not a party to wrongs which I have, in | standard of our languaoe. ‘L ha Eneli-h tongoe
vain sought to remedy. And being fully But
satisfied, from personal examination, that | God enabled them 1o «tani as upan Mount Si03i,
the funds which I have done so much to
collect.and which I know have been most sa- nity of the originals; so that after the lapse o!
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Aud, without eontroversy, the
secret of prety s great”

Matr. 20.27 ;% Whoever w!l ha liet among
vou, let Lim be your bondinan ”

1 Cor. 2.10; ** For the Npinit yearches all
‘hings ; vea, the Jrf:!l.s ol (ol

Eph. 4:11—=18; “ [l:msel! pave indeed the
apostles, and the prophets, ani the cvancelist,
and the shepherds ana teachers, for the a 1justing
of the consecrated, tor a wo'k of munstry, for
huih“hj_' the body of the Anomnted, unnl I;', the
whole, com» into the onenes of the fauh, and
the thorough knowledyo ot the Son ot Ged—into
afall grown man wsure of a stature of
the full measure ol the Anomnted”

-into a m

In parting, tor the present at least, from thiy
painful topic, —profoundly painful, because of
the prochivity, of even thos whose conscientions
regard for the Truth should cutweiph every
other consideration, to be unscrupulous i the
means of establishing 2 favorite, though doubt.
ful, theory, wiich the facts betoie us so clearly
remarks
It 1s however by

demonstrate, we have but very few

by way of conclusion to otfer.

no means an iu.n":p-nlunc moment for us to re-
iterate our reverence for the Holy Scriptures,
and our respect for the authorized verswn—
Without commitiing ourselves ro far as to pro-
nounce it & perfect work, or venturing to affirm
a judicious and beneficial revision to be impos-
sible, we do unhesitatinzly avow our conviction
that much more is to be teared than is to be hop-
ed from attempts at emcndation under even
the monst favorable auspices. Atall events weo
can accept no alterations of the venerable vere
sion around which our best affections are ene
twined, that has no! the sanchion of the common
consent of the learned of all Evangclical deno-
minations. Against every such gross hbel on
the symmetry and symphonies of” the Loglish
tongue, azainst all such unhappy caricatures of
Sacred writ, as are contained 1n the translations
quoted above, and which are rpecimens aflord.
ed us by those who were themeelves priwe
MOVers Or persevernng prom oters of (he revision
liere, 1 the name ot all
bhinded l:_v. love for 1me
Aund,

thus

excitement,  we

Christendoin, not

mersion, enter our sglemn proiest

our Baptist brethren will sufler us
lar, we woull affectionately wain them to bee

ware lest they sanction by their rashness those

who wonld take the Bible altogether from the
people, or those who would undermina all Chris.
uanity. 1€ Baptists may assone to be true a
translation which a!l the rest of the world re-
ject, will they denoun-e ths Church of Rowe
tor asserting a right to interpret the b«'upl'lru’
or how ehall they confront Socinianism when it
secks only rhe sane license that they claun
order to erect ats cold and Christless system
upon the ruins of vual religion 7

For two ceoturies and a half has the Enpe
lish Bible stood the test of criticism; and afteg
the lapse of this long period it etill challenges
in its uniwpaired integriy the admiration of
No change

Las not wmarred W

«cholurs aud the love of Christians.

has been attempted that

beauty. Itisa monumeyt of such learning, such
talent, such taste, such Trathtulnees, as the world
may never see again in such happy combinatios.
Let us cherish it more cordially,and more closely
hugz it to our breasts.

* Qar translators,” a learned Commentator rés
| marks * have not only made a standard trane
[ lation ; but they bave mada their translation tko

in their day was not equal to yurh 8 work

crane up their country’s language to the dig-

felt the importance of becoming more par-
ticularly acquainted with the operations of
the body. I then for the first time ascer-
tained who the revisers were; and found, to
my astonishment, that instead of there bav-
ing been about forty individuals actually en-
gaged in translating the New Testament, as
I bad understood from the secretary, and
had often stated, there had not been more
than twenty-three or twenty-four. Instead
of all these being competent scholars, as |
had supposed, and as the plan of the Union
required, and as is often said in the official
documents of the Union, some of them un-
questionably lacked the essential qualifica-
tions of a translator.”

Does the reader ask for the proofs of their
incompetency ? They are readily supplied.
Take the following quotations from the al-
ready stereotyped translation of St. John's
Gospel :

“In the beg'inning was the word, and the
word was with God, and God was the word.”
—John i: 1.

“ He it is that immerses in a holy spirit.”
—John i: 33,

o |t any one be not born of water and spi-
rit.”—Jobn iii : 5.

“The Son can do nothing of hirself, if
be see not the Father .doing anything.”—
Jobn v: 12.

* Bat this he said of the spirit which those

work ; that unwarrantable translations have
been made, which, if published, must bring
into discredit the most precious doctrines of
my faith, sap the fundamental truths of
Christianity, as indubitably revealed in the

of the peopie in the canon of the sacred

be published for indiscriminate circulation,
and rules of revision, as orizinally adopted

tralized in one man; and that the exercise
of that power is not only such as to forbid

cates reform—feeling perfectly assured of | danger of beyinning to
all this, | am compelied by a stern sense of | and temper of parties do
duty, to abandon the enterprise, and to free | long as there cac

lently lent my name to & course which | little. But buman nature
consider unjust to my brethren and dishon- | jng, and jts only nutrimen
oring to the God of the Bible. And having

credly devoted, by the rich Fwd X.he poor, 10 | rwo hnndred years, the Euglish Bible, witb very
one ot the holiest purposes of Christian char- |

ity, are being squandered ; that a vast
amount i3 expended for operations, remote
from the one great object of the Instuniion ;
that men are employed 1o translate the

Word of God who are no! gualified for the

few exceptions, is the standard of the purity of
the English tongue” Our Baptiet philologists de-
claim against what they are pleased 10 term the
popish artifice of tranafer bLut the Janguage of

other importatiors
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