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nizes and joins in a false system of
worship, and practically denies Christ
before men, in consequenc of which
Christ  will deny him before His
wther who is in heaven. (St. Matt. x,
33.)

But for all sins pardon may be ob.

tained by penance, and this sin may
Jso be forgiven through the sacrament
f pepance, and the person doing the
may by
nenance 1o G dand the Chureh, where-

N PODE become  reconciled
ipon he or she may bhe aduitted to re-
\';-iv.- Holy Communion,

The nature of the penance to he en-
jined in this case varies accor line to
he discipline in force in the wvarious
lioceses, and even the validity of the

wrriage depends much on the

stances of the particular case,

uch a ease occurs, therefore, the safest

SU(¢
ule which can be given is that the
ty coccerned should consult the

to the eourse to be followed to

ecome reconciled to the Church,

A NOTED CONVERT'S PLEA.

CITITUDE  OF EDUCATED  PROTESTANTS
TOWARD THE CHURC
Rarely has the attitude of the en
_rm.|‘.l\l Protestant ol New 1 rland
ward the Catholic Church been so
urately stated as in the folloy
aper. Ilis acknowledged ability i
ide acquaintance with edneated nos
itholies give added weight to the
stimony, which Mr. Robinson ofler
».'nH-"‘]thl| correct and « @

{ Catholie truth in dea

ement «
with those withou the fold.

wuthor is a well known convert to
vtholie Chareh, and

a cl

previous to h
the La
sehool of the Catholie University, held

Yale Unive

“,.[|"|vx 4" ur in
similar position ab
Newx Haven, Conn.
he conclusions
re based in part
tems of personal experience :
WRITER'S ANTECEUENTS,

1811

hereinafter stated

upon the foll

My youch and early manhood were
yent entire among Protestants. All
ny adult relatives and nearly all my

the Met
viional, or Fpis
were a

weighbors were members of
dist, Baptist,

Congre
Tuey
yrayerful people, diligent in searching
he Seriptures and in teaching its pre-
their children, rigor
their adherence to the stands of (
tian morality, earnest in every
word and work. A few of them still
survive. Those who have died de
sarted this life in joyful submission to
the will of God, and looking for salva
ion through the merits of their Lord
aind Saviour, Jesus Ch ist.
A CONVERT.

Since I becamea Catholic (now about
thirty years ago) I have lived in con-
stant and intimate as with
jon-Catholic authors, teachers, clergy-
men and lawyers; the men who form
the public opinion of the day ou social,
ethical and religious questions, and in-
directly on political questions also.
Many of these are active members of
the Protestant churches; a large pro-
portion of the rest are religiously dis
posed—in will, if not in intellect ard
profession — submitting themselves to

opal churches. devout,

epts to s in

aris-

good

weisticn

he guidance of Christian law and
doctrine. Of most of them I do not

hesitate to say that they are sincere,
ipright aud conscientious men, men
so far as they perceive and com
prehend it, are loyal to the truth and
ready to make whatever personal sacri-
lce such loyalty may entail.

Of the Catholic Church they know
‘omparatively nothing. Her external
iistory, as an organized society, they
erhaps to some extent discern, but of
er inner life, her discipline, they have
15 yet not even a remote conception.
I'heir antagonism to her, as a church,
s negative rather than positive, result-
ng from that false idea of her purposes
wnd methods which was transmitted to
them by their ancestors, but which
hey ever show themselves ready to
wbandon when its falsehood is di-covered.
Their personal attitude toward those
Jatholies who are trae to their religion,
vhatever he their race or social stand-
g, Is almost always geunerous and
riendly.

who,

KNOWLEDGE NEEDED.

that which follows to
16 class of persons thus deseribed, |
maintain, in the fArst place, that what
they need trom us 18 knowledge and
100 argument.

Divine truth bears such a relation to
he human soul, illuminated by the
ight which lighteth every man that is
orn into the world, that whenever the
truth is elearly perceived the soul in-
clines toward it, and unless hindered
by a perverse will, accepts and bhelieves
t. As the body does not reject the
‘ond created for and adapted of God ;
a8 the mind does not refuse the knowvl-
«dge of exterior facts communicated to
t by the organs of sensation ; soneither
loes the soul of any man of good will
‘epudiate a divine truth which it has
once fully apprehended. To persons
thus disposed, the exact and intelligible
itatement of a truth is in itself a
demonstration. Proof of its divine
origin, or of the divine authority of its
proclaimer, is not indispensable to its
wceeptance. The truth aflirms itselfl to
the soal as light to the eye, or music
0 the ear.

ARGUMENT ANTAGONIZES,

So far as argument tends to explain
the trath it is merely another form of
statement, and may be serviceable ;
but when it passes beyond this and be-
‘omes an effort to compel conviction,
hGowever sound and iwpreguable it may
e in itself, it rouses an antagonism in
he will which is ineconsistent with clear
"'!i"illl\] vision, and creates side issues
'y which the truth presented is often
dopelessly obscured. Kvery one who
has engaged in, or has witnessed relig
ous controversy must have been pain-
fully impressed with its futility, if not
With the actual hindrances it presents
l‘,) the reception of the truth. And, on
the other hand, no one who has ob
served the instant, spontaneous adhe
sion of the eandid mind te truth elearly
and completely stated, can doubt by

I.—Confiuing
}

what method assent to it is most readily
obtained.
AN INCIDE
To illustrate my position I may be
pardoned for narrating an inecident
which oceurred within my own experi-
ence. Some twenty years ago a devout
old Methodist woman,
with me account of
various articles of (

expostulating
my belicef in
lie faith, made
her last and strongest attack upon the
doetrine of the Immaculate Coneeption
of the Blessed * No

able man, above all no Christian man,

on

Virgin, reason-

said she, * could heliove such idol-
atrous nonsense as that.'”" ** What do
you mean by the Imwma -ulate Coneep-
tion "', said I. To which she gave an

answer . ludicrous Catholic

which would probably be the

enough to

ears, but

reply of nearly every Protestant in
| tho world, ** Listen a moment," said
| 1. when she had finished ; and [ then
| explained to her, as simply as 1 could
| the ureh teaches on the sub
1 As I went on the aspect ol hey
| hanged, her eve fi d  with
} lifted themselves toward heaven,
s | stopped o aid ] king
ell rather than to me, H
l it be otherwis Ho ( 1
CrWise
PROPER ITITeL
neron IS I ’ ¢ iy
lie alon he path of gver pent
| Catholie 0 come ntimately Lo con
t ith the | Cor 1ous
nul 5 Al nd 5 i I upot
1 ( ction that the reat
need ligt i nowledge, 1 that
he du f the ( ¢h toward them in
helr pire ( | ) s to pla
betfore th v correct and comp ¢
ment of | doetrine in lanzuage
nple and intelligible that hey
cannot fail to understand. The day i
d when attacks oo so-called *'Pr
t t errors "’ o serve any useful
o0se, It 18 time to recognize
practically as well as theore
that the honest adhesion ol the
soul to error is anilestation
| disposition to adhere to the trut
| that the err is ‘‘ never accept

i 1
tously associated with an
t

EARNEST

Earnestness in

professing, zeal

thus thestron

» evidences of that good

18 doctrine are

relig

possih

ward the truth which rendersits accept
inee inevitable when ouce it is per
ceived: and of these evidences the

Protestant world is full to overllowing.
I'o define the trath whieh they already
to extricate it {rom the errcrs
by which it is obscured, to add to it
truths which at once inter-

P ossess

those other
pret and ete their doetrinal sys-
tems, and thus present to them divine
truth whole and entire, as God has re-

vealed it for the illumination of the
human soul, for the solution of all its
doubts, for the inspiration of all its

energies, and for the pertecting of its
knowledge of the Infinitely Good and
Beautiful and True, this is the work
which through the pulpit or the press
(but under present circumstances, prin-
cipally through the press) the Catholie
Church must do if it would gather in
this wonderful and precious harvest of
of loyal, loving souls. State tiuth
correetly and completely.

I1.—1 have said that what the Church
owes to the sincere souls that are with-
ont is the correct and complete state-
ment of her doetrines in language so
simple and intelligible that they can-
not fail to understand. I wish to em-
phasize both memnbers of this sentence.

Any statement of Catholiec Chureh to
be really serviceable to the people, |
describe, must be not only correct but
complete. The doctrines of religion
are not isolated truths, each independ-
ent of the others and capable of com-
prehension separately from them, On
the contrary, they form a system or
body of truth sn which each element
is so related to the others as to be no
merely incomplete but unintelligible
without them. As there is not an or-
gan in the human body, however con
cealed or insignificant, whose anatomi-
cal and physiological character can be
comprehendcd without a knowledge of
all the other organs and of their co
operation with it, so does each prop)-
| sition of divine truth receive its defin-
ition and interpretation irom the others
and is truly known only when they are
also understood. Who, for example,
can apprehend the doctrines undeily
ing the sacrament of Inp!i«n, or th»
distnictim between heaven and lell,
uniess he has a prior acyuainierce wi i
the doctrine of original atisin
this without a previous knowledge ol

EITT

the relations between God and man,
both in nature and in grace?
MAIN CAUSE OF PREJUDICE,
Here seems to me to lie the main

sause of that almost universal ignor-
ance, among otherwise well informed
Protestants, concerning the inner
life, the teachings and the discipline
of the Catholic Church. The Catholic
truths with which they have already
eome in contact are fragmentary, de
tached from their proper setting, un-
explained by their necessary antece
dents and consequently they have
neither been prese ted to them nor
rejected by them in their Catholie
sense. Their hostility to the Church,
such as it is, is based upon the miscon-
ceptions thus engendered, and in their
welfare against her they are constantly
fighting **men of straw,” figments of
diseipline and dogma which have no
existence in her creed or moral law, or
anywhere else except in the erroneous
they have i rantly put
upon her words.
WHOLE BODY OF TRUTH.

The removal ot this ignorance re-
quires a statement of the entire body
of Ca holie trath, including not merely
every doctrine which is matter of faith,
but also such as are of general recog-
nition in the Chureh, and such proposi-
tion of philosophy as must be presentin
the mind before the deinitions and con-
elusions of theology ean be understood.
Nothing less than a
character can, in
meed [l\*‘ current l‘l"-l'l',‘l‘(l(‘l\'.
berless are the uses of
tracts, magazine articles
| forms of limited and
| sion, but none of then. 2

coustructions

statement of this

my judgment,
Num

Sermonus,
and
fugitive discus-
n ever answer

other

their purpose. Not until the candid
inquirer has within his reach, in a
single volume, a suceinet but neverthe-
less complete, exposition of the truth as
taught by the Catholie Church eangzhe
expected fully to perceive any truth ore
to yield that assent which the com-
prehension of the truth compels.

ANGLICAN " SEMI-FR
THINKING

Reviewing Wilfrid Ward's “* Problems

and Persous,”’

recently noticed in our |

own columups, the Loundon Athenaum
begins :

It is a common belief among those

who think themselves educated people

that the Roman Chureh s a belated
survival of medievalism, hopelessly ob
scurantist, as intelleetually contempti
ble as it is politically

istute,

reading of the works of the higher micd
[ in that body would remove such a
superstition.”

The Athenieum Jooks upon Mr.
Word's book as just such a superstition-
removing work, though itintimates that
among these ** educated people above
referred to, the reading ol Catholie

| days, and we are not thinking ol

works is not d«

ned

S8ary in order

iv i nt the Catholic
Churceh., **Ba . Ward,” remarks
b el n, has the ear of the
general i ind may make an im-
pressi s bave failed '

Our Londor € ora then goes
on {o praise Mr. \ Lfor the clearness

{ his style, and ‘more than re-

spectable "' ac inee  with  both

ence and pbilcsoph ind the first

1 r Strike } ] non-

Cathol irnal e width

1 heauthor KI wled e »lJ!

ssness  of  his i -

er passages of interest in he

s re W { Mr, Ward's

this, which is bardly compli
mentary to Anglicans :

““It is a curious fact, but none the
less a fact, that for semi-profound
thivkir and discussion of difliculties
which just fail to get down to the
bottom, the Apglican Chureh, in the
person ol many ol its representatives,

is without a rival. Ol course thereare

exceptions, both in our own and other

peci-
i

alist investigations., The Eoglishman,
in theology as in other matters, is too
much of an amateur, and it may be

doubted whether there are any laymen

who are sincere Anglicans who counld

surpass or even approach Mr. Ward in |

v knowledge of the development of
Kuropean thought and culture and its

relations to eccle~iastical institutions,”
Sacred Heart Review.
—_——————— .

SHOULD NOT BLAME THEM.

SOURCE OF THE ABSURD NOTIONS HELD
BY 80O MANY NON CATHOLICS (ON-
CERNING THE CHURCH,

When we consider the surroundings
antagonistic to the Church in which
most of our non Catholice fellow-citizens
have been reared, writes Father Cronin
in the Catholic Union and Times,
we should not blame them for the ridi-
culously absurd notions they hold con-
cerning the Catholic Church and her
putative doctrines. Irom their very
nursery days they were taught to re-
gard Catholicism as the scarlet lady of
abominations, and Catholic priests as
horned emissaries of satan; and their
ideas are but strengthened in
years by the books they read, the
sermons they hear, the lectures they
attend, and even by the very social at-
mosphere they breathe, without ever
baving an opportunity to know the
Church—what she teaches and what she
does not teach the soul-satistying
fixity of faith, the peace and happiness
to be found in her hallowed bosom,

Is it any marvel that those thus
brought up should be bitter in their
antagonism to the Catholie Chureh? The
wonder is that they are not even more
We may mention here that most of
the brilliant stars in the intellectual
world, both in our own and other lands
who were led by God's grace into the
Churech, held that Church and all hex
belongings in utter abhorrence during
many barren years. We way instance
the great Newman in proof of what we

alter |
a | book, and the tea-uin,

A PUZZLING SERMON.

IT WAS NOI
1O A

UNDERSTOOD, BUT 171
FAMOUS CONVERSION,

LED

In the interesting reminiscences of a
long missionary carveer which the Rev.
L 0. P, Fox, O, M. 1
to Dopahoe's Maga

15 related

, 18 coutributin

zine, the flollowin

e dent
A telegram arrived fre
ne Saturday

Father B

the

forenoon to anno t
bat one of the t Fathers
only one who

in English, had been stricken down

vith tever, and to beg

rton, the sister of Karl
unced that it was

added she
what he said, nor i
he spoke. I am con
and

Grranvy

French.
lon't care
what langua
vinced that he
luncheon I meant to go over and

h him before he r

1k
al
she carried out her inten-

is a saint,

tarns to

k
his home.'" She

tion and had a full hour's conversation,
in French, of course, with Father
B . Not long afterwards she be-

came a Catholie, and if that interview
was not the immediate cause of her con
version, it was at least its remote cause,
as she herself often acknowledged.

WBHEN EVENING COMES.

BY REV. P. A. SHEEHAN,

Everywhere the turbulent riotousness
of summer is giving way to the rigid
order of winter. The hatchesare being
fastened down, and everything must be
spug and tight betore the rain, and the
snow, and the storm. The time is com-
ing for the merry fire, and the beloved
and the curtained

| and carpeted luxaries of home.

sa But when through the mercy of the
Light of Lights, the scales fell from
their eyes, oh, then like . Paul,
they were caught up into the third
hesven and given a taste of the para- |

disal bliss that awaited them beyond the
stars.

These are thonghts which
not forget in our dealings with ournon-
Catholic fellow citizens. We should
fold them to our hearts in the bonds of
charity and show them, by our edifying
Christian lives, what a happy and
blessed thing it is to be a consistent
Catholic.

we should

THE SACRED INFANCY.

The mysteries of the Sacred Infancy,
as they gradually unfold themselves,
now bring us in sigh: of a very tender
and deep devotion, which has long been
dear to interior souls and has often
brought forth wonderful fruits in the
gpiritual life, devorion to the life of
Jesus in His Mother's bosom. The
whole mystery necessarily draws our
thoughts to the life of the Eternal
Word in the bosom of the Father, of
which adorable mystery His dwelling
in the bosom of Mary is the copy and
the manifestation; and we must have
some understanding of the one in order
to comprehend the other. Theology
leads us to eontemplate the Iteroal
Word in His everlasting and perpetual
generation from the Father, & genera-
tion infinitely noble, infinitely
unbeginning, unspeakable, and incom-
prehensible,  The bosom of the Father
is the mystical name whizh we giv
His divine repose. It brings
in imperteet words, the idea of a home,
and thus enables us the betier tofigure
to ourselves the Son going forth from
that bosom, though in truth He never
lett. it, and His sojourn among men;
‘“for none hath e»me down from heaven
but the Son of Man Who is in heaven.”'
—Rev. John Fitzpatrick, O. M, 1.

pure,

Honor inspires a certain indignation
against all paltering with truth.,—Car-
dinal Manning.

| Lee.

before us, |

And outside—housed, too, for ever-
more against all the dangers and vis-
cissitudes of life—the beautiful, mys-

terious dead sleep on in their silent
cities. The moonlight throws dark

shadows of shrub or cross athwart their |

graves. The seasons come and go, and
they are swept round and round in the
swift dinrpal march of Mother Earth.
Bat they are Theirs is the
peace of eternity.
Ours, still the faith and
God, in His eternal laws, in our own

AL rest,

souls,—'* Under the Cecdars and the |
Stars,”’
GENERAL LONGSTREET.
DEATH AND FUNEKAL OF THE GREAT
CONFEDERATE SOLDIER WHO BECAMI
A MEMBER OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH |

AFTER THE WAR.,

General James Longstreet, who died

the other day at Gainesville, Ga., was

at the time of his death the ranking
Ccnfederate ofticer. A West Point
graduate, he distinguished himself in

tne Mexican War, and at the opening
of the straggle between the States he
was, in military defense of the South,
promptly appointed to high rank and
advanced gradually but swiftly to tne
very highest below General Robert K.
After the war General Longstreet
berame a member of the Catholie
Chureh, and, in the words of Bishop
Kelley, who preached at his funeral
*“to his dying day remained f{aithtu! to
her teaching and loyal to her creed.”’
*“He was a born soldier, so to speak,
and no harder or more stubborn fighter
in war ever lived," writes James R.
Randall, the well known Southern cor
respoudent, in the Catholiec Colum-
bian. ** He was an opinionative man
and sometimes hard to be controlled by
his superior in command. Ile had a
large selt-esteem which was apt to ele
vate his own achievement and judg
ment in opposition to the plans and de
signs of his companions in arms, bat
he gave, in a history of his acts, very
plausible reasons for his
and conduc In all of the g
3 tod in I; 5

sentiments
reat battles
3 icuous
He

not

for valor
severely

nd tenacity has heen
eriticized tor
attacking the Federal
third day at Geutysburg
a vigorous and ingenious defense, and

army
, but he made

on

{ as General Lee wnimously took
the blame for the reverse on his own
broad shoulders, Longstreet was not
succersfully assailed, the more so, even

if he had been attacked early, the issue

would have heen doubtful and perhaps
disastrous to the Counfederates.  Bat
what made him unpopular with a large
numher of his psople at the South was
his joining the Republican party dur
ing the reconstruction period, and hi

oflicial opposition to the pe
Orleans when striving to rid themselves

have |

|

Theirs, the fruition. |
the hope—in |

earlier |
|

le of New |

of Negro and ecarpet-bag iniquity.
detense ol
but for a considerable period it

made

a clear

sore thirg at home,

of aversion he

| * eut

by many of his

was

During that period
as the

but it proved a spiritual blessi

sullicient credentials
that
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or else
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that t
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present
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over all |

Yy onee

walyzing
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en

he

1y
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truly
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every

and

that
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rather than a
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that C

uling  he

) BY CAl
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man ha

practical

i truth,
r the
antly

historical
Catholicism, so
with

far

CONVERTED W

from
a claim to divine
an exact analogy to conditions | al
prevalent

Wherever God's design

IOLIC KIND

tha i

wtholieism |
fitsdivive
been

laft
lelt

ability o

But

instincts

fre quen

er antic

by exper.ence,
Il be more likely to conclude | ary tow

shortcomings ot | he

being

in the
has

this matter, | not

Phrase goos, | | ier Lynch held
acquaint

RLD

nvolved | But the Roman (
ly and | A bomb

pations | ringsters by

been
nan for fullilment, whereser
human co operation has becn required
the establishment ot
harmory, there is perfection wanting.
Surely all this is a disappointment to

anticipation, quite as

He | them, while no man knew that he might

ot be the jnext vietim of a similap
disaster, while the huge boulders cone
fall about him at intervals,
aloft and
the dying, It

W LI m that speaks ai

wWias a
tinued to

his cross
wmee r

' ¢
universal

rines uever have

r me,

Ay,

SAme

| B . ¢ { i 1ok

urs

The Right Spirit,
wp suion

editor of a newspaper pub-

Lown exx

ied cops
olities, the politicians
into with-
declared that
out of town
threw
wnp of the

. churech,
hat he shou'd give half his year's sal-
the editor, that
pains to patronize the
werchants who advertised in the paper,

Isers

care 1wy would

priest
hell

the

into

wnnsuncing, in

ird support of
should take
meon

n,

wnd this he

hoped his parishioners would
I do this in the name of fair
play, of deceney and of a common man-
hood," said the eles “Heis a
Protestant and | am a priest of the
Roman Catholiec Chureh, but we are
brother Americans, and I fizht a% his
That is the right spirit, worthy
to be commended in Americans of every
race and creed, and to be followed by

0 do, e

world,

en- Zyman,

side,"’

the discovery that the  all.
appears to live a human
divine life Deep in- w
have bidden us presume that Wherever I find a great deal of grati-

being

which

and

not all

dependent

issues
bosom of God will be sublimely good
beautitu
more painfully evident than
universe is
tiful, not all orderly ?
what other infererce ean be drawn than
the visible

true.

world,

And from

from

Yet w
that
good, not all

though
God, has
interfered with and partly

spoiled
the action of wills not controlled by the

tudein a poor man, I take it for granted
there would be as much generosity if
he were a rich

the

bt s man,
the

beau C.0.F.
this i P

8t. Mary's Cour , C. O F. No, 1352
At the regular mecting of the above Coart
held Wednesaay, Jan, 2

ahso-
20, the following resoiu-

been | tio  of condolence Was unanimously pased :
by it has pessed Almughly Goa in
5 wisdom to remove by death the

] o e . bro her of sur eatvemed Bra, Donia 1)yl
divine will; that it has been defaced Resolved, that wo the members of So° Mary'a
| by ereatures endowed with the amazing | U 'UF« 1332 hereby exoressour hearifei sor-
A tow f rine loss our worihy brother has sus-
prerogitive of opposing and, to some | 1aincd, and to extend to him our most sincera
| extent, balking the divice intention | 8y mpsthy L?\<|1l"'~'1"l‘- ¢ Aldo be it
\ tha divita " teeolved. that a eopy his resolution ba
“m(l foiling the divine plan. 5 in the minutes of this m-eling and a
{  Aund this is the inspiration and the presented 1o Bro D owis Doyle and in-
| eall which the writer gives to every the ( “"““" '1" ikt
s S 1A8 GR h] lee, See
Catbolic vpon whom rests the great : RAEAR D i

“The
|

moral

responsibility  of
Chureh to the

worth

representing
unconverted world :
of Catholicism,
its power to better lives, the embodi

his

RESOLL

ment ef sublime ideals in the persons . At ‘“w' il I‘ % of dranch 300, Uheaters

| -« A il 0l b vlowi resolution w
| of its representatives,—these are the | moved by B o.J T. K-arvs second dby B ?ns

| facts that will preach best to the un "‘\\- M v, and una. imously carried,

A horoas it hus plesacd Al 0 i
converted world. Bachol us, willingly, | .4 3 8 ! Almighiy God 1u His
| A Minbie and inscruiable wisuom romove by
or unwillingly, is always gathering o th Mrs, Julisns Quinn, mother of our
scattering, standing with Christ or - ",‘ n "‘\ “)“i h'“d or and ri‘usl ad-
4 A is t vl w8 ton we, the membars of
against Him. Beanch No. 309, o Ctholic Mutunl Bene-
| * Hence, in a very potent 1. Associaion of Cacnds, assenbled ab our
| missionary voeation of the lait i rogol neeting after the sad news was
B ¥y ) cabled him from Ireland, b g o off our
realize itself, not alone by explain rev, brother our deep ana hoar folt sympaihy
ing doctrine, distributing literature, | in theirreparsble lo , he h I“ 15 nined by the
| : ) cras wi-
| encouraging attendance at nd sed has evi

incessantly

but w

| spurn

ith

]

service, a

A { the rae Chrise
praying for conversions ; n hree worthy sons
equal truth, by resisting £ at the aliar and

templation, by siriving for holiness, by
2 thesolicitations of evil.
earnest cffort to progress spiritually, is

one danghtor for the Cor
he young
Kach ttesclv d ther far

Bran h 3 9 on this occ

i cdneation of

the membors of
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