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The growing preference shown in K.uglainl 

and the colonie» for Indian aa compared with 
Chineee teas has lately been brought promi­
nently before the public by the report of Sir 
Robert Hart, the Inspector General of Chineee 
Imperial Maritime Cuetome. and the reaaoua 
lie give* for the falling-off in the one, and the 
extraordinary increase of the other.

It i* not, according to Sir Robert Hart, tU£ 
Chineèe leaf that ha* deteriorated, foy/the 
raw product ia the same aa ever Ltia the 
Chineee grower who is in fault, trff he takes 
leas pains than formerly in tb*' preparation, 
add the result is an interim*'product. Leav- 
ing out of considératiqt*'fur a moment the 
question of vheapneygr Indian U*aa are not 
only stronger in Uaehouai'wife'* aenae of the 
word, yieldinvX jreater proportion of liquor 
from a givag^uantity of leaf, but they keep 
better, vwtfrlo not lose flavor when kept. In 
IndiMz'where tea gardens are on a large> 

K, and hundreds of thousands of plants are 
wn on the same garden or estate, every 

connected with the preparation
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of the leaf, plucking, withering. rolling, 
fermentation, tiring, sorting, packing, and 
despatching ia carried on tinder one and the 
same superviaion. The quality of the Assam 
growths of tea ia remarkably uniform, and far 

55.680 superior to the ordinary grades shipped from 
China. The larger ai/# of the Indian plan 
tations and the rigorous supervision exercised 

69,7781 tend also to economy |dl production, hunoe 
210,505 indian teas caii~be laid down in London 
iic'fio 1 cheaper than the growths of the Celestials.

1900 Something almost approaching perfection 
67426 has been attained in the manufacture of teas 
*'lH4 1 in India, and it is'a sight worth seeing, one of 

the large tea estates, in the middle of the 
manufacturing Season, which lasts from March 

isnss. |to November. As far as the eye can reach 
I... hundreds of acres of evenly planted bushes

.........994,133"! ....,............ I about three feet high are seen, their bright
green leaves wet with recent rain, glistening 
in the sun. The fine roads, bordered here and * 
there with trees, as shelter to the plants where 
most exposed; the large and busy factory 

177416,996 1 6404.40» teemu|(( wjth |jfe *„d color, but as clean and 
--Lrd«sly as a barrack ; the steady throb of the 

machinery that ia rolling the leaf by the ton, 
and sifting it also ; the fragrant odor from 
the tea itself as it comes hot off the trays all 
combine to form a picture that makes 
reflect upon the strides this industry has 
made, and the good it has' done in turning a 
howling jungle into fair gardens, and giving 
employment to thouaands of poor natives.

The firing is also assisted by machinery, 
which drivee a current of heated air through 
the tea. In the packing department the leaf 
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3*0424 badlv tended, and to obtain a heavier yield 
«MM I thw leaf is not pluckvd when it m yoim* and 
ïs’n!î 1 soft, bat allowed to get ohl and tough, by
l“:i?3 which they gain in weight at tlie^iguonfioe of ,

15.847, 90401 uuality. Theae leave» are then taken to the
54«7 9423 I /scV|r; sometimes two or three days' journey.

' ............' ~*ii«*5 I and the condition they arrive in can well be
imagined. Tea merchanU in China make 
complainUo the authorities that too long a 
period is flowed to elapse between picking 

—: Imd firing, and through this Chinee.; tea is de 
tic,eut in strength flavor, and heep.ng .pial. 
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