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INDIAN TEA.

The growing preference shown in Eungland
and the colonies for Indian as compared with
Chinese teas has Intely been brought promi..
nently before the public by the report of Sir .
Robert Hart, the Inspector-General of Chinese
lvmperul Maritime Customs, and the reasons
he gives for the falling-off in. the one, and the
extraordinary mcrease of the other. o
It is not, according to Sir Robert Hart, %
Chinete leaf that has deteriorated, fop-the
raw product is the same ‘as ever. Lt'is the
Chinese grower who is in faunlt, fof he takes
less pains than formerly in the” preparation,

and the result is an inferiop"product.
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process connected with the preparation
of the leaf, plucking, withering, rolling,
fermentation, firing, sorting, packing, and
despatching is carried on under one and the
same supervision. The quality of the Assam
growths of tea is remarkably uniform, and far
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China. The larger size of the Indian plan
tations and the rigoroul&uporvuiun exercised
tend also to economy |8 production, hence
Indian teas can be laid down in London
cheaper than the growths of the Celestinls.
Something almost approaching perfection
has been attained in the manufacture of teas
in India, and it is 's sight worth seeing, one of

)| the large tea estates, in the middle of whe

manufacturing season, which lasts from March
to November. As far as the eye can reach
hundreds of acres of evenly planted bushes

.| about theee feet high are seen, their bright

green leaves wet with recent rain, glistenin
in the sun. The fine roads, bordered here an
there with treee, as shelter to the plants where
most exposed ; the large and busy factory
teeming with lifé and color, but as clean and
orderly as a barrack ; the steady throb of the

| machinery that is rolling the leaf by the ton,

and sifting it also ; the fragrant odor from
the tea itself as it comes hot off the trays - all
comMBine to form a picture that makes one
retlect upon the strides this industry has
made, and the good it has’ done in turning a
howling jungle into fair gardens, and giving
employment to thousands of poor natiyes.

he firing is also assisted by machinery,
which drives a current of heated air through
the tes. In the packing department the len!
is all packed hot, immediately soldered up,
the boxes are marked and numbered, and it 18
ready to ship on the -magnificent steamers
that hurry it down to Calcutta, doing the
journey in a8 MADY days as it used to take
weeks. '

The manger's bungalow, & cool, verandahed
building, will be seen not far from the factory
buildings, slways ~with a benutiful flower
garden, and generally a tennis court, or not
far off & polo ground, for all tea planters are
great polo players until they get too heavy, or
marry, when their wives generally object to
such & dangerous game. A' good deal could
be written about the social life of the British
tea-planter, but we have not space here, and
a0 must return to our subject and ocompare
this picture with the way tea is made in China
In that country the very reverse of all this is
the case. The tea gardens, or rather plots of
tea. are small, each villager supplementing his
rice cultivation with a small patch The
shrubs are often planted 1n poor soil,” and
badly tended, and to obtain ® heavier yield
the leaf is not plucked when it is young and
soft. but sallowed to get ofd and tough, by
which they gain in weight at the wacrifice of
1‘lllllly. hese leayes are then taken to the
factory, sometimes twoor three days’ journey,
and the condition they arrive in can well be
imagined. . Tea merchants in Chins make
complaini o the anthorities that too long &
pel'l()d is allowed to elapse between picking
and firing, and through this Chinese tea is de
ficient in strength, flavor, and keeping 1u.h
siet. - Adulteration is also practised with al
most any leal that has aserrated edge, and o
large & proportion of dust finds its way into
the boxes, which are  rarely up to sample
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J. M, COURTNEY, Deputy Minisier of Finance.

Neglect of the shrub at the outset tends 1o a

poor yield of leaf, and careless manipulation
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