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.

Last week a series of commemora~
tive festivities took place in Paris,
which lasted five days. It is not
my purpose to dwell upon the de-
tails; but I will quote the cable re-
port of the first day’s ceremonies.
1t runs thus i—

Paris, Feb. 26.—The series of fes-
tivities to celebrate the cmtem
of the birth of Victor Hugo, which
will last until Sunday next, opened
with a grand ceremony within the
Pantheon, under the auspices of the
Govérnment. President Loubet, M.
Waldeck-Rousseau, the premier, and
the other members of the Cabinet,
the members of the Senate and the
Chamber of Deputies, representative
delegations from the institute and
the other state bodies, including the
leading lights of art, science and
literature in France, and deputa-
tions from the various lycees and
educational institutions were pre-
sent.

The ceremony began shortly after
ten in the morning, and was con-
cluded at 11.45 agm. The pro-
gramme included eulogistic orations
by M. Leygues, Minister of Public
instruction, and M. Hanotaux, pre-
sident of the institute; recitals of
several of Victor Hugo’s poems by
members of the Comedie Francaise,
and the rendering of hymns, based
on Hugo’s works, by M. Delmas, of
the Opera, and a choir of 180 men
and women. The band of the Re-
publican Guards and an orchestra,
pumbering 100 persons, performed
the instrumental part of the exer-
cise.

The scene within the Pantheon was
most imposing and full of color,
owing to the brilliant toilettes of
the ladies and the uniforms of the
officials.

In all the public schools of France
the day was celebrated by lectures
on the life of France's national poet
and by readings from his works by
the professors.’’

HUGO’S GEN]JUS.—That Victor
Hugo was a literary genius is be-
yond all dispute. He was a marvel
of versatility, and, ‘in many in-
stances, his works evidence a pro-
foundness of thought, or rather of
observation; his studies were from
the book of nature, rather than the
volume of logic; his ordinarily pow-
erful x;cason was so over-shadowed,
so swayed, so suppressed, so be-
numbed by his towering imagina-
tion and his unbridled sentimental-
ity, that splendid vocation for good
was entirely lost—to himself, to the
world, and to the inimitable cause
of Truth. He built up stately
monuments of literary grandear,
that loom upon the horizon of the
nineteenth century, like the pyra-
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mids that stand on the desert’s rim
by the far away Nile. Like those
pyramids, his wonderful mental
structures are merely the mausole-
ums of the decaying and the dead;
the shells that contain the perish-
able, the repulsive, the false; the se-
pulchores of exterior artistioc beauty,
that contain the noxious odors of
moral and irreligious putrifaction.
In a word, viewed from the purely
literary standpoint Hugo was a
child of genius; from every other
plane—the loftier, the sacred, the
eternally meritorious level— he was

i

merely a perverter of human
thoughts and a perfectly equipped
enemy of man’s salvation. As

such, the cercmonies above describ-
ed were in perfect accord with the
paganism of his life, the fruitless-
ness of his marvellous productions,
and the hollowness of all his achieve-
ments.

A SAD SPECTACLE. — To any
person, impregnated with Christian
sentiment, having the remotest be-
lief in an existence hereafter, pos-
sessing a faith in the immortality
of the soul, surely no more depress-
ing spectacle could be afforded than
the one described in the foregoing
description of the commemorative
ceremonies of the Pantheon. The
very name Pantheon, is suggestive
of the paganism of ancient Rome; it
is the embodiment, in stone and in
mortar, of the absolute negation of
God; it is the charnel-house, Where-
in the disbelievers in eternal immor-
tality vainly seek to secure an
earthly immortality that is a self-
contradiction. All that surrounds
the poor mortal dust that once con-
tained the mind and soul of Hugo,
preach the inevitable decay and the
ultimate oblivion that must, sooner
or later, come to the greatest, as
to the lowliest, of human beings.
“‘Les Miserables’’ were not half, nay,
the hundredth part as miserable, in
rags and in ignorance, as are the
spirits of men, who base their fu-
ture, their happiness, and their re-
nown upon the acquisition of a
place in the godless, soulless, pray-
erless, home of the two-fold death.
The glitter of lights, all electric
though they be, can never dazzle
the vision of the departed poet; the
splendor of ornaments, drooping
flags, and graphic emblems, can
bring no ‘pulsation of delight to the
heart of the silent one; the rounded
phrases of a delightfully constructed
oration can, in no way, awaken the
pride, nor flatter the vanity, of the
dead master of that same French
tongue. No word of God, no
thought of the soul, no reflection
upon the only real and unperishable
immortality; hollowness, weariness,
silence and death.

3t Vincent de
Paul Society,

In the current number of the ‘‘Am-
erican Catholic Quarterly Review,’’
there is a very timely article, from
the pen of Thomas Dwight, of Har-
vard Medical School, on the spe-
cial question of “The Trials and
Needs of the Society of St. Vincent
The writer does not pre-
tend to tell either the story of how
the Society, so well known in the
world to-day, was first founded, nor
yet to trace its  development
throughout the years of its exist-
ence. Yet, he tells us that in con-
nection with its original aim i—

“Four facts stand out: the found-
ers were laymen, they were young,
they were men of education, they
chose works of charity as the evi-
dence of the\Divine origin and mis-
sion of the &:urch. ‘How well in-
spired was their choice, how won-
derful their success is not t
cussed here, but did space permit,
the story of the development, of
their works from visiting the poor
at their homes to the carrying on

ited to the New England States,

o be dis- |

‘hand, cities and towns might give

but that he believes the same condi-
tions exists in different parts of the
world. We perfectly agree with him,
at least as far as the theme he has
selected goes, that what applies to
such a society in the BEastern States
equally applies thereto here and
elsewhere. After pointing out that
in the earlier times the duties of the
members were more restricted than
to-day, and that the membership
was composed to a much greater
extent, than at present, of men of
limited education, he thus deals
with the social alteration that mo-
dern times have operated. He says :

‘A great change has come ovVer
social conditions since that time.
Municipal help to the poor has

spread and increased wonderfully. It
is generally distributed with no sec-
tarian discrimination. If some one
or two good old souls of a past
generation left certain sums for the
benefit of Protestant widows and
spinsters, the statement that the re-
ligious question does not enter into
municipal relief is' none the less
practically true. Should the Socie-
ty of St. Vincent de Paul suddenly
disappear from the face of the earth,
it would probably require not even
a year for affairs in this commu-
nity to be so readjusted that the
merely material wants of the poor
might be well met. On the one

more; on the other, the money which

do good works, to help to save
souls as well as bodies, to win
graces, to gain indulgences, can be
reckoned by no human bookkeeper,
The loss to the poor, though not in
dollars and cents, would be equally
appalling; the words of kindness and
encouragement, the Christian sym-
Pathy, the baptisms of children, the
reformation of sinners, the families
held together, the tottering faith
supported. Who shall estimate the
loss were these things left undone?’’

Following up this train  of
thought we have these two deduc-
tions :—

‘““First, that the aim and works of
the Society are essentially superna-
tural, done for the love of God, our
own sanctification and that of our
neighbor; secondly, that with chang-
ing conditions the importance of
almsgiving is less and that there is
more and more demand for works
requiring greater intelligence. This
is the era of scientific charity; the
name is new; but though St. Vin-
cent de Paul would have expressed
it differently, the idea of well-
thoughit-out instead of emotional
charity is one of his own.””

After speaking of the various out-
side societies, whose work and aim
seem to be proselytism, the author
gives us something frank, clear and
much needed, in the way of advice.
It is an appeal to the younger men,
and as we have no desire to en-
croach wpon the complete chain of
argument, in his article, with any
comments of an unnecessary or su-
perfluous kind, we simply give the
full extract, and call special atten-
tion to it. He says :—
‘““Thus it is inevitable that
members should come into contact
with those of other creeds, and
most desirable that they should
meet them with credit. For this pur-
pose they must meet them as equals.
It is best to admit frankly that the
great majority of our members are
not up to the requirements of this
work. Let me try to make myself
perfectly plain on this point. Nei-
ther riches nor education are neces-
sary to make admirable members.
Some of the best I have ever known
earned their bread by manual labor,
The personal friendship of some of
these has been and is very dear to

our

me. Were all such as they, the So-
ciety would be very different from
what it is and much better. But

even then there would be the admis-
sion to make that there are works
both within and without the Socie-
ty for which they have not the edu-
cation, This is no more a reflection
on them than it would be to say
that they are not clad in purple and
fine linen. They have what is far
better, true and humble hearts; but
it does not follow that there is not
need of men fitted for higher work.
The Catholic body is much stronger
than it was in the early days of the
Society amongst us. Apart from ac-
cessions through conversions, the
sons of former members have grown
up with much better education than
their fathers. There are large
numbers of young Catholics rising
to distinction in the professions and
in business. Those in our ranks are
relatively few. We have tried to
get them, and some have accepted
the invitation. Why not more?”’

The main aim of the article before
us seems to be the defining of the
reepective positions of the parish
priest, or spiritual director, and the
society itself. This we can condense
into two clear-cut passages. They
run thus :(—

‘“This brings us to a very difficult
and delicate question qhich practi-
cally lies at the root of the matter.
It is the relation of the parish
priest to the conference. The ques-
tion should not be avoided were it
possible to do so, for the support of
the parish priests is essential to
the movement. At present there is
great variation in the relations of
the pastors and the conferences. As
a rule, the best conferences are
those that are in close touch with
the pastor, who is also the spiri-
tual director, who makes it a point
to attend the meetings frequently
and who is familiar with the regu-
lations and the spirit of the Socie-
ty. As a rule the worst are those
in which the pastor takes no inter-
est. Almost equally unsatisfactory
to one having in mind the tradi-
tions of the Society is another type
of conference which nevertheless
may do fair work. It is that of
which the members are but the
agents of the pastor, with no more
initiative or responsibility than er-
rand boys.”

“‘A crucial point in the discussion
is this : admitting that the Society
is a lay society, and assuming that
it is composed of good material,
what on the one hand is the limit

one might say that unless the con-
ference should so lose its head as to
introduce some custom prejudicial to
faith and morals it can hardly go
wrong in its charitable work; but
practically its activity must be
much more restricted. The confer-
ence must respect the wishes and
the policy of the ordinary and of
the rector in all matters. Catholic
instinet, good feeling and common
sense will be sufficient guides. The
second question would be hard in-
deed to answer were the conference
perfect, doing its work as well as
it could be dome, neglecting nothing
it shouln undertake and aspiring to
nothing it should not meddle with.
But here below things do not go in
that way, and the influence of the
priest to guide, encourage and re-
strain, all without trenching on the
rights of the president, cannot be

overestimated. It is under such
conditions that lay co-operation
will be best developed, and that

those most fitted for the work will
be the most anxious for the chance
to do it.”

As it was not our purpose to ei-
ther appreciate or criticise the art-
icle from which the foregoing
tracts have been taken,
space would not allow the reproduc-
tion of the text thereof, in full, we
have merely taken such parts as ap-
pear to us of major importance and

ex-
and as

have summarized the extents, in
order mot to break the chain. Dut
we have no hesitation in saying
that very much that is to be found

in the above might easily find
plication in regard to many
both

ap-
other
Catholic societies, benevolent

and otherwise.

TOPICS OF THE PRESS,

WEATHER AND MISSIONS.—On
this subject the ‘‘Catholic Standard
and Times,”’ Pbiladelphia, remarks

A most severe test of the sincerity
of Catholic devotion has just been
afforded in the recent visitation. All

‘through the frightful weather the
attendance in the Cathedral, where
the Passionist Fathers are giving

was enormous. Morn-
ing and evening, however the storm
raged or the frost nipped, the
vout people hastened to avail them-
selves of the means of grace
sented to them. We would ask any
comfortable, easy-going lady or gen-
tleman or a non-Catholic persuasion
what would they think of a propo-
sal to get out of bed at 5
in the morning, when the thermome-
terjds at zero and the streets crust-
ed with treacherous veneer, in order
to attend religious devotions — and
this as a preliminary to a very long
day of toil. Yet such is the habit
of the thousands of humble workers
who throng the Catholic missions —
not merely in this city, but in
every large centre. Much is said of
the falling-off in Catholic strength,
but while we have a sense of reli-
gion so overmastering, a faith so
self-denying, no disappointments or
drawbacks in other directions can
justify despondency. It is an exam-
ple that cannot fail to shame the
weak-kneed and careless; and there-
fore those who afford it are blest
in a double sense. They not only
draw down upon themselves the re-
ward of those who mortify them-
selves and make sacrifices for the
love of God, but they serve to en-
courage the indifferent and shame
them into the way of Cheistian man-
hood. Sweet; indeed, is the influ-
ence of religion when it can thus
take ‘the sting from poverty and
transform the obscure and the un-
considered into the flower of the
Christian army.

No other mission at the Cathedral
was subjected to so trying an expe-
rience as the present one, and yet
none aas had more substantial re-
sults, so far as known at present.
The number of those who have been
either rehabilitated in grace or
brought to hear the Church by the
efforts of the mission preachers ex-
ceeds all expectation. It is pro-
foundly gratifying to know that the
seed has not fallen upon barren
places, but has already yielded a
plenteous harvest. It is these things
which 'prove before men that our
Holy Church is the one Living
Church; it is not blood that courses
through the veins of any imitators
which style themselves Churches; it
is omly ichor.

their mission,
de-

pre-

o'clock

BIGOTED PROTESTANT PRESS
—The ‘‘Catholic Columbian,”” of
Columbus, O., where the notori-
ous Magaret Shepherd recently de-
livered a series of her vile lectures
against nuns and priests, in refer-
ring to the bigoted action of the
secular daily press, says :—

“4Then the action of at least two
ly papers—The “‘Journal’’
Press’’—also struck us to

to the dissemination of her impuri-
ties to the corruption of their read-
ers, and to have some regard for
the rights and feelings of their Cath-
olic patrons. What did they do?
They exploited her, made a sensa-
tion of her arrest, treated her with
as much consideration as if she
were a respectable person, regarded
as a matter of doubt the proofs of
her vileness that were submitted to
them, and scorned the request to
uphold the cause of morality made
to them privately by some of the
foremost priests and laymen of the
Catholic body in Columbus. Not
spon shall we forget the course of
these papers to us in this affair.

INSULTS FOR ST. JOSEPH. —
This month is dedicated to St. Jos-
eph. Some magazines and newspa-
pers, having in view the
chance have taken hold of the
that it would be a clever
say something

main
idea
thing to

funny about the

Saint. The ‘‘Catholic Mirror,” of
Baltimore, points to one of-
fender in this regard, none other

than ““Collier’'s Magazine.”” Our con-
temporary gives the remarks of the
magazine as follows :—

“To gain all the benefits St. Jos-
eph can
be made a present to you, and when
handed to you he must be feet fore-
most in his case. These small

bestow upon you 'he must

sta-
tues can be bought at any Catholic
book store for from five to twenty-

five cents Many women have a
pretty gold or silver case made for
their tiny statues and attach them
to their long chains. It is said
that the Saint will bring you good
luck and find a husband within a
yvear. This latter clause, in these
days af lightning divorces and mar-
riages, may not be such a piece of
good luck after all; but the Saint
does his part He promises a hus-
band, leaving the quality unmen-
tioned, and he expects you to do
yours in selecting a good man.”
This rot, says the “‘Catholic Mir-
ror,” this distortion, this calumny
deserves a severe rebuke, and it

should be visited upon the offenders
by every Catholic reader the public-
have

ation may
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ASSISTED PASSAGES. — Of 1,-
000,000 Swedes who have emigrated
since 1850, 850,000 have gone to
the United States, and of these on-
ly 5 per cent. have returned home.
Returns show that from 70 to 80

per cent. of these people have gone
to the United States on prepaid
passages, while the balance who
have paid their own fares have

mostly joined friends or relatives.

MORE FINNS. .— The
““Gazette’’ says :—The large number
of Swedish-speaking Finns from
Rugsia who went out to the Ottawa
Valley in 1884, and eventually set-
tled at Sudbury, near the nickel-
mining districts, are now purchasing
tickets freely and sending them home
to bring their friends out.

Canadian

COSTLY FUR.—The costliest
is that of the sea otter. A single
skin of this animal fetch as
much as $1,000.

THE MOSQUITO.—The New Jer-
sey Legislature has appropriated
$10,000 to exterminate the mos-
quito getting
one mosquito killed for that.

fur

will

It may succeed in

LETTER CARRIERS. — The New
York ‘““Herald,”” in an editorial re-
ference to letter carriers, says :—

There is no class of public servants
that works harder than the letter
carriers and none that is so poorly
paid.

Their duties are such as can bhe
performed only by intelligent, pains-
taking men, and men of unimpeach-
able honesty, since many letters
containing money and things of va~
lue pass through their hands.
Those who have noted our local
Jletter carriers struggling through
the snow and slush during the re-
cent blizzard were struck with the
arduous nature of the work. The
bill introduced by Representative
Williamm Alden Smith, of Michigan,
proposes to increase the pay of the
carriers in the larger cities.

Starting with six hundred dollars
salary for the first year it advances
gradually until in the fourth year
and thereafter it becomes twelve
hundred dollars. Bad men must be
weeded out before reaching the
fourth year, and a hundred dollars
a month is not too much for good
ones. The bill should pass.

ABOUT STRIKES. — Here are
statistics about strikes in New
York State :— 2
The total number of disputes rec-

pute. The number of active partici-
pants in strikes or lock-outs was
22,057, while 22,766 additional em-
ployees were thrown out of employ-
ment as the result of disputes. The
duration of all disputes, measured
by the aggregate number of work-
ing days lost by employees, was
815,079 days, of which 497,446 days
were lost by those directly and 317,-
683 days by those indirectly affect-
ed. Of the 649 establishments

in-

volved, 504 suspended work for a
longer or shorter period.

RUSSIAN MEAT.—English and

Russian capitalists are interested in
a plan to increase the exportation
of Russian meat to England.

THE RECORDS of births, mar-
riages and deaths for the State of
New York during the last year were
as follows : Births, 189,889 ; mar-
riages, 64,680; deaths, gl 31,788, The
death-rate was eighteen per 1,000
population. The mortality was 7,
500 in excess of the average of the
last five years, but the rate was the

same as that of 1900. The infant
mortality is unusually low, being
3,500 less than in 1900 and 2,500
less than the average of the last

five years.

A WELSH COLONY .—According
to the “Gazette’” 500
Welshmen are leaving the Welsh Col-
ony in Patagonia for the Northwest
under encouragement of our Govern-
ment

Canadian

A HINT.—Make an effort to send
the name of one new subscriber to
the ““True Witness'’ this month.

Slangﬂy_ases.

A learned German philologist has

recently traced a number of these

so-called slang phrases through halt

a dozen languages to their begin-
nings Here is a partial list of
them :—

““To give the cold shoulder.”’— It
was once the custogm in France,
when a guest had outstayed his wel-
come, to serve him with a cold
shoulder of mutton, instead of a
hot roast, as a gentle hint for him
to go.

“To kick the bucket.”’—The phrase
dates back from the time of Queen

Elizabeth. A shoemaker named Haw-
kins committed suicide by standing
on a bucket placed on the table to
raise himself to a convenient rafter.
To kick the bucket was, of course,
his last act on earth.

‘“Apple ple order.”’—A certain Hep-
zibah Merton, in Puritan times, was
in the habit of baking two or three
dozen apple pies every Saturday,
which were to last her family
through the week. She placed them
in her pantry, labelling one or more
for each day of the week. The Pan-
try thus arranged was said to he
in apple-pie order.

““A feather in one's cap.”’—It was
once the custom in their wars with
the Turks for the Hungarians (o
wear a feather in their caps for cach
Turk they had killed.

‘‘Blackguards.”’—When the Horse
Guards paraded in St. Janwes's
Park, London, a crowd of hoot-

blacks always crowded about to
black their hoots and do other me-
nial work. Those attendants at the
guard mount have long gone hv ihe
name of ‘“‘black guards.’’

“Deadhead.”’—At Pompeii people
who gained admittance to au euter-
tainment without paying for ndmis-
sion, were called "'dead-head,”’ he-
cause the checks used for uduisrion
were small ivory death’s hends

An old Well Becomes Hot,

The people of Woodburn, Ky., have
been greatly puzzled for = several
days by the strange action of a
well in that town. The water in
the well has suddenly become hot

witpout any apparent cause. The
citizens do not know whether the
phenomenon is due to chemical ac-

tion of some kind, or to heat from
the interior of the earth. The well
is about fifty feet deep, walled up, 5
and about three feet in diameter,
and was built by the Kirby Milling
Company. Since the water became
heated it has risen up to within ten
feet of the top of the well, and is
perfectly clear. The temperature
said to be about 100 degrees.—Cin-
cinnati Enquirer. ;




