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January 4, 1917,

The Good Roads Activities of the
Ontario Motor League
(Continued from page 7.)

carried on with this end In view kept

public attention fixed on the need of
such a highway and the great boon
it would be to the two cities and the

Intervening district. This campaign

was continued until the municipalities

interested committed themselves to
the building of the road and the

Toronto-Hamilton Highway Commis-

Bion was appointed by the Government

tn superintend the work

The Ottawa-Prescott Highway
scheme was taken up by the Ottawa
Valley Motor Car Association, which
is afliated with the League, long he
fore the municipalities or any other
public bodies were prepared to en.
dorse it, and it is largely due to the
enthusiastic campaign carried on by
that club that the construction of the
road is now assured.

The League publishes a monthly
magazine, the Canadian Motorist,
which is devoted largely to tie ad-
vencement of the good roads cause.
Through this magazine and other
mediums the League 4s endeavoring to
impress upon the public the wisdom
of bullding roads of the best types,
roads which will stand up to the in-
creased traffic attracted hy improve.
ments

The Work of Road Improvement,

Some of the automobile clubs in the
League engage directly in the work
of road improvement. The work done
may be simply the mending of a few
bad spots in the road, or the use of
split log drags in springtime, but this
effort, it well directed, often achieves
immediate results which could not be
obtained without considerable delay
from lethargic county or township or-
ganizations. Automobile clubs some-
times spend part of their funds in
oiling the roads of their district. One
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ol Xhe clubs arranged to maintain a
fvemile stretch of main highway in
B00d condition by subscriptions among
the members and a contribution from
the club, While the Toronto Hamilton
highway was in course of construc-
tion the motorists of Toronto and
Hamilton, through the League, main
toined six or seven miles of the de tour
road in good condition by having it
dragged and graded at intervals, Sey.
eral clubs have organized road im
provement bees,,the members turning
out to clear long stretches of road of
loose stones which prove injurious to
tires, B

Many of the activities of automobile
clubs have an indirect influence in
highway improvement. The practice
of all automobile clubs in discouraging
speeding on the part of motorists
generally may be considered an influ
eénce more potent even than legisla-
tion In tending to the sane use of the
road, not to mention the aspect of
public safety. A movement which
will keep the speed of motor cars
within rt'nson:yirll’ limits must be ad
mitted to be of the greatest value In
the pregervation of road surfaces, for
engineers are agreed that the damage
to road surfaces from automobile
tires increases rather with the square
of the speed than in direet ratio.

Road Information Bureaus.

The maintenance of road informa-
tion bureaus supplied with accurate
data regarding temporary road cond
tions through the advice of members
and road scouts, is an important fea
ture of the work of an automobile
club. The best use can be made of
highways only through the possession
by the parties travelling on them of
accurate information as to thefr pres
ent condition. The service of the in
formation bureau is supplemented by
special maps and road guides, giving
descriptions and cyclometer readings
of the main travelled roads. In erect

ing mumerous direction signs  and
danger signs where required, automo.
bile clubs supply another real need on
the part of all who travel the high-
ways. These signs are recognized and
piotected by law in Ontario. In this
work of making available the actual
road resources of the country the
automobile clubs perform a valuable
public service

Though much has been accomplish
ed the Ontario Motor League is by no
- ans conten'. with i'e achievemoents
Its ambition for good roads is un-
bounded. A widening membership
Taeans an inereasing influence, and it
must not be forgotten ‘that the On
terio Motor League is the repres
tive body of all the motorists in (he

province who, owning 50,000 cars in
1616, contributed over $600,000 to the
vehicle

provincial treasury in motor
registration fees This
government will receive at lea
000 from the same source, and
year well over a million dollar The
Minister of Highways has declared
that the revenue derived from motor
vehicle fees is to he used to enable
his department to carry on an aggress.
ive policy of road improvement. Ample
funds are now in sight for this pur-
pose, and it is but reasonable to ex-
pect that when the war is over the
govgrnment will devote a much larger
amount of money to road improvement
than the aggregate of motor vehicle
fees,
A Transprovincial Highway.

With such an outlook the Ontario
Motor League has entered upon a cam-
paign for the construction of a trans
provincial highway, stretching from
Windsor to Montreal, to serve as the
main trunk line of a provincial sys-
tem of highways, with branches to
Niagara Falls, Ottawa, and other im-
portant points. The League is pointe
ing out that apart from the more ap-
parent domestic benefits which would
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accrue from the building of such a
main road, its existence would attract
80 many United States motorists to
Ontario on automobilc tours that the

revenue from tourist traffic alone
would soon pay for the cost of con-
Blructing the -road. In all the oities

and leading towns along the route of
the proposed transprovincial highway
the Ontario Motor League has affili
ated automobile clu which will co
operate with the parent organization
in this campaign, and from the sym-
pathy and public appreciation which
the project has so far received there
seems little doubt but that the trans.
provincial highway will become a re.
ality in the not far distant future.

Quebec's Aggressive and Effective
Gcmd8 Roads Policy
(Continued from page 6.)

Act, to provide for the further grant-
ing of loans, and especially for the
maintenance of the roads already
bullt, or to be built. Heretofore this
has been the weak spot in this other.
wise splendid policy, as no provisioa
been made for maintenance, Que-
bec is not the only community taken
with good roads enthusiasm to forget
that the making of a road is only the
beginning of a good roads system
The maintenance is as important as
the making, and Mr. Tessler's amend-
ments propose to rectify this mistake
and in future keep the roads up to
the standard, thus the new Aot gives
the Minister more latitude, not only
in the building uf new roads, but In
their maintenance. The experience,
80 far, of Quebec's good roads policy
has been most favorable, It has
created a proper appreciation of what
good highways mean, and that should
keep the movemeni going at a busi-

ness like pace.
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Over 2008 in Use in Canade

Vertical Boilers from 6

REVERSIBLE STEEL GRADER

Road Drags, Wheel and Drag Scrapers
Contractors’ Heavy Plows, allstyles

Steam and Gasoline or Oil Portable and
Traction Engines, Tile Moulds, etc.

Solid One Piece Steel
Frame Stone Crushers

Road Graders
large and Small

Dump and Spreading
Wagons for Stone and
Gravel

to 25 horse power

SAWYER-MASSEY -

~-——— MADE IN CANADA

TO CONTRACTORS
INVESTIGATE OUR FULL LINE OF

TO ROAD BUILDERS

EXAMINE OUR DOUBLE CYLINDER
STEAM ROAD ROLLER

Renewable Rear Rims,
All-Steel Gears. The
only Roller made in
Canada having a differ-
ential gear and valve
motion, giving an equal
cut-off,insuring economy.

50 Brake Horse Power.

Will keep steam with:hard coal.
Passed for 175 Ibs, working pressure by Ontario Inspec-
tion Act. Liberal Heating Surface.

Established 1836

SEND FOR CATALOGUE AND PRICES

SAWYER-MASSEY CO., LTD.

CANADIAN MANUFACTURERS OF FULL LINE OF ROAD MACHINERY

HAMILTON, CANADA




