TRR CANADIAN THRESHERMAN AND FARMER.

Handling The Farmers’ Grain Crop

By E. HUGHES

Wheat for the millions engages
a very large proportion of the
population of the three western
provinces. From the breaking of
the prairie till the bread
the table of the consumer every
movement and process has more
or less interest to the man who
tills the soil. Nearest to the tiller
is the man who gives him the
money reward of his labor. 1f
this reward is disappointing, it is
natural that the tiller should
serutinize the proceedings of and
demand explanation from the
buyer.

is on

The average grain dealer has
always been ready with excuses
which, for a time at least, have
silenced if they have not satisfied
the man who thought too large a
toll was taken from him,

A grain exchange is simply a
market localized and as such, is
a benefit, an actual necessity to
commerce in cereals or any other
commodity. In this market all
grain  dealers congregated nat-
urally and from it came prices
of grain which ruled those paid
at elevators throughout the eoun-
tryv.  When the latter were un-
satisfactory, agitators could not
find tern:s too strong to denounce
the Grain Exchange, which was
supposed to be a place where
echemes for the robbing of the
farmer incubated.  The
courts were appealed to and such
a dust kicked up that few people
knew any more about the question
than they did before,

Now the members controlling
the grain exchange were engaged

were

in two separate m~(~|l||:ni-'n~h First
those who purchased the gramn
outright, manufactured it into
flour, or exported beyond Fort
William or Port Arthur. Second
those who received grain ship-
ments for sale on commission and
put up each consignment in the
Grain Exchange market to receive
the best bid to be had. The first,
for convenience, may be called
the they
nearly all owned elevators and all
belonged to the Grain Dealers’
n Co., mav be
called the com:mission men.

A great deal of confusion of
ideas has originated through ig-
norance of the above distinetion,
To have the Grain Exchange
blanwed for the misdeeds of one
section only, has been of immense
advantage to that section. The
same section being in the majority
in the exchange, compelled that
body as a whole, to hear the
odivmy which shonld only attach
to themselves. The elevator in-
terests combined to have one price
paid at each station by all their

elevator interests, for

the seeond

buyers and, as a commission man
was not allowed to share his com
mission with a local buyer, or en-
gage such a buyer at less than a
substantial salary, the price on the
street was at the diseretion of the
Of what they
did to the farmer the story is too
stale to repeat here. It was a
good large plum to have the say
as to what each wagon load was
to cost, Ilad it not been for the
loading platform, and the com-
mission man on the Grain Ex-
change, there would have been
ent each week by the elevator in-
terests a large and luseious melon
instead.

In the court trials the (
Grower’s Comtpany took foremost
pert in an attack on the grain ex-
change and the rank and file of
the farmers did then and do still
continue to blame the Grain Ex-
change for a condition for which
it is not responsible and
which it has no control.

The commission man’s business
was done after this fashion. e
first bought a seat in the Grain
Exchange and furnished a bond for
honest dealing with his consignors
before he mught solicit business
A farmer shipped a car of wheat
to Fort William or Port Arthur
and gave instructions on the ship-
ping bill, that a certain commis-
sion man was to handle his wheat.
The shipping bill was mmiled to
this commission man who would
send to the farmer at once about
half of the value of the wheat.
He then procured a sample and a
report of the government inspeet-
or as the car passed Winnipeg.
On the cars arrival at the Lake
port it was weighed and a ware-
house receipt for the quantity of
grain with record of the freight
and charges was sent to the com
When instructed
to sell he went to the open ex
change and offered the wheat to
the highest bidder. When sold
an account sales was rendered
showing the day hour and minute
that it was sold and to whom,
Balance of sale price was
remitted at once, For this se:

elevator interests,

over

mission man,

vice a charge was made of
one cent per bushel.  This was
the wvery business in which
the Grain Growers’ Company

was "“L’"L’"']. as ||N’|“'N‘r" "r
the Exchange too. Yet they al-
lowed the Exchange to be blamed
for all the ills the farm was called
upon to bear, knowing full well
that the acensation was unjust

On the platformy, by letter and
throngh  flamhovant  advertise-
ments, the farmers were admon-
ished by the Grain Growers’ Com-

pany to consign their wheat to

“their own company” which was
uo more the “own company” of
the non-shareholders than the C,
P.R. is. Posing as the only friend
of the farmer, a commission firm
not able or willing to do any more
for the farmer than any other
commission firm, stood by while
their competitors were discredited
in the minds of the whole country,

In business cireles it would be
considered reprehensible, on the
part of a commission man, to use
wheat consigned to him for spec-
ulation, or to attemipt to manip-
ulate the market with it. It has
been asserted that the Grain
Growers' Company has done this,
It might be claimed that it is
done with the interests of the eon-
signors in view, Granted that it is
does the ordinary farmer under-
stand that this is being done! Is
the Grain Growers’ Company
strong enough, wise enough to
manipulate the market success-
fully when the strongest and
shrewdest men in the world have
come to grief in the same game?

An overwhelming majority of
the people in this western ecoun-
try is  with the farmer in
grain  controversy and
they will stand for pretty nearly
anything that may serve his in-
terest but they have seen many
“farmers’ friends,” well
tioned and otherwise, get the
farmers into endless trouble.
["nwise entanglements at the pre-
gent jllnvmrn may

this

inten-

antagonize
valuable influences that might be
enlisted in the farmers’ problems
for all time.

The the
Girowers’ Association are the man
agers of the Grain Co. In the

former capacity they aspire to be

leaders in Grain

legislators and general business
regulators.  They are amateurs
all through. As we have no pro-
fessionals in this country devoted
to the last two occupations there
is no objection to the personnel
up to date; but for the future we
must shortly look for action in
which the interests of the whole
community are inseparably in-
volved,

It is also the concern of every
citizen that the farmer should not
involve himself in a business that
is in the hands of any but com-
petent and experienced men—ex-
perts in fact, It is also the con-
cern of good citizens that the
parties assuming to work in the
farmers’ interests be above-board
in all their dealings—that there
¢hould be no concealment or want
of candor.  Run upon other lines,
suspicion will be aroused in any
association, whether for the farm-
ers to say or any body of men or
women, That the extent of con-
appreciated by eitizens
generally is open to doubt. It is
policy for the newspapers to re-
port proceedings, make comment
and butter and sugar everything
that has to do with the farmer.

The Grain Growers’ Conven-
tion has broken all records in at-
tendance, in interest displayed and
in business done. That they are
a power in the land is beyond
question and this is right . The
pursuit of agriculture represents
the mwost capital, the greatest
source of wealth and the largest
population devoted to any walk
in life.  That it has
seant recogmition in

cern i

received
such past
years is the result of many causes,
some of which it will be well to

mention only, but others at the
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