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CHARACTER OF |HE DUKE OF
WELLINGTON.

PROM ALLN OF EUROPE

Arthur Wellesley, afterwards Duke of Wel-
gton, was born ou the Ist May, 1769, His
Iher was the Larl of Moraington, and he was
ended by the mother’s side from an ancient
noble fwnily. Hic elder brother, who suc-
ed to | ereditary honours, afterwards
creat Varquis of Wellesley ; so that one
ily enjoyed the rare felicity of giving birth
jthe stateso-un whose energetic coundils
ished the empire of England in the East
o and the warrior whose immortal deeds
wed the salvation of Europe in the Western,
misphere.
he young sold
the profession of his choice,
commission in the year 1787, being then in
gliteenth year of his age. Napoleon had
red the artillery two years before, at the
of sixteen, and was then using on the
pes of Plutarch ; Sir Walter Scott, t
of seventeen, was then relieving the tedi-
of legal education by wandering over the
potains of his native lar of
pd Amadis! iv the grassy vale of St
rd’s, near Edinburgh; Viscount Cha
briand was inhaling the spicit of devotion
o and wandering, in anti
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er was yegularly educate

1
ived
)
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1} ation,
p.'grim to the Holy Land, amidst the soli-

of La Venlée; Goetie, profound
ginative, was reflecting on the dostiny of
on earth, like a cloud which  tarns up
lve: lining to the moon;” Schiller was
ing in immortal verse the shadows of
and the creations of fancy ; and the ar-
spirit of Nelson was chafing on inaction
Ml cou.ting the weary hours of a pacific West
station. Lit.le did any of then: think of
other, or anticipate the heait stirring
wi were soon aboul to rise, in the
of which their names were tc shine forth
ars in the firmamenty and their groite
dmmortal resewn  There were giants

@ earth in those days.

o Arthur Wellesley, educated at Eton,
d for a short time at the military acade-
Angers, in France, but he wassoon re+
d from that seminary to take a part in the
duties of his profession. As suballern
japlain he serve. both.in the cavalry and
ty 4 in the spring of 1793 he was pro-
d 1o a majority in the 384 regiment, and
autumn of the same year be became, by
y its lieutenant colopel. At the head
regiment he fiest eutered upon active
y by sailing from Cork, in May, 1794,
ding at Ostend in the beginning of June
with orders to join Lord Moira's
h was assembling in that place, to
poe the Dake of York, who was in the
r Tournay. That ill-fated prinoe, how-
28 then hard pressed by the vast army
Republicans under Pichegru, and as he
der the necessily of retreating, it was
deemed unadvisable to attempt the re-
of a fortress so far in advance a8 Os=
Lord Moira marched by Bruges and
1o the Scheldt, aud crossing that river

whi

éte d: Flandres, joined the Eoglish ai- |
o

aad Antwerp.
d disasters of that unhappy
soon brought Colonel Wellesley tato
with the enemy, and taught him the
ar in the best of all schook, that of
ratiops and adverse fortuae. The
army, now entirely sepacated from
o Austrians, who had marehed off to-
Rbine, were io no sufficient strength
the immcnse mmasses of the Republicans
onsiderable combat ; bat a aumber of
actions took place with the rear

whieh the spirit and intelligence of |
becaine -

Wellesley

n the river in 8 warm affair
village of Boxtel, and in a hot skir-

the shores of the Waal, the 33d regi

i good service ; the ability with which
conducted axcited general remark,

Wellesley was in e e
three
Leek

to the command of a
. They wete no longer, indeed,

in the ulterior retreat from the
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pussued by the enemy who had turned aside
tor the memorable invasion of Holland, but the
rudeness of the elements proved amore for-
midable adversary than the bayonels of the
Republicans.  The route of the army lay
through the inhospitable provinces ol Guel
reland and Over Issel ; the
of flat and desert heaths ; few houses were
ttere

country consi

be found on the road, and these were sc

singly, or in small hamlets, affording no shelte

to any consid Overt

dreary tract th
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broken wilderness of snow, witl th

meter frequently do t 15 and 20
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ilder a fierce
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erable body of mer
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of 17945, throu

dread
and

great degree
and 10 lns first essay in arm
vwrv‘ to the

h v retieat

he Mosch
Stort as was this first
of Wellingto
been presented fo
formation of a great commar
there exhibited on a g
army of sixty-ei
squadrons tha' he h
courage and admirable spirit of the B
soldiers had there appeared in their full lustre
but the natural results of these great gralities
were completely prevented by the defects, al
that peris d, of their military organiz hy
total ignorance of warlike measures in th
hinet which planned their movements ; a des-
tructive minateness of arising frow
too little confidence on the part of go
in their generalsin the field ; a general waut
of experience in officers of all ranks in the
most ordinary operations of & campaign ; and
ahoye all, Lhe ruinons parsimeny whichdin all
stien subject to a really popular govermment,
broaks down, on the return of peace, the mi
Rery force,by which alone on the next re
sumption of hostilities, early success own be
secared. These defects appeared in painiul
contrast to the brilliant and efficient stade of
the more oxperienced German armies, with
national resources no ways superior, and trahps
far inferior, both ia courage and energy, wepe
able to keep the field with more perseverance,
and in the endy achieve success to which'the
British soldiers could hardly hope to arrive,
These gasiderations forcibly impressed them
solves e miod of the young officer, and
he xl\' led to revolve in his mind those
necessanyehanges in the direction and disei-
pline ofglie army, which, matured by the di
ligence and vizour of the Duke of Yurk, ulti-
mately* «d the Britishjnation: to an .nparalleled
piteh o~ . ength and glory.

It was nat long before an opportunity pre-
sented its-If for witpessing the capability of
British soldiers when subjected to an abler
divestion, and led by more experienced offi.
cery. Aﬁ-r the tefarn of the troops from
Flanders to
ordered

ror

s it was the bes

nearly a

ble

ation §

ca

lirection,
priinent

83d regiment was

est Indies; but contrary
tra in which it

wasem’ from sailing, aad their destina-
tion was seun after changed for the East. Co-
ool Wellesley arived with his corps at Cal-
in Janwary, 1797, During the voyage

oub it'was observe that he speot most of his
time in reading ; and afterhe landed in India,
ha was indefatigable in acquiring infurmation
regarding the situation end resources of the
woantry in which he was to serve, so that
wilien he was called he early was, to high
command, he was perfectly acquainted, as his
ndenee from (he first demonstrates,

both with the peetliarities or India Wasfure,
and the intri cacies of Indin politics, And
“lllh dlv'i;.im of the ’;rmy \:“i the field
in January, ainst T, Sultaon, the
coadition b cldimpru of the men,

a8 the and jud t of the arran-

the l:rphn, called forth the
the commander in-

what a hero be was
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The name of no ecommander in the g arr8y | cantile qualities are strongly blended toge-

of British greatness will oceupy 30 large &
space in the annals of the world as that of Wel-
lington ; and yel there are few whose pu lic
character possesses, with so many exce lenc' %y
le and untlemished i

purity and elevation of his principles,

very public s tuation that this e. viable dis
tinction is to be ascribed. Intrusted early in
ife with high command, and subjected from
the first t

a complexi

us responsibility,

heart and nt

thar
idation of true

only pure path to public greatness—a

of honor zenerous

, & forgetfulness of self, 1 titute

seri possessed

that sin ity of pur-

acily,

ness 01
w even mote
re the !
sense of duty, a fteeling
all has actions,

ut it was to serve his king and ¢
\

untry
is whole heart was
lisinterested,

3 hecause
nd up in these noble objects ;

e the enriching of hunself or his family
his mind ; insensi-
with
indifferent to popular obloquy
titade of conduct. Lik
e, than

ent crossed
when it interfered

r A mom
vate fam
duty,
it acose from re
Roman pritriot, he wished rather to
L “ Esse quam videri bonus

atits quo minus glormn petebat eo magia
ebatur.”  ( was forced upon
military political life, rather
was felt to be the worthiest, than be-
desired to the first ; he was the

Y chitect of F's own fortune, but he became so
Almost unconsciously, while solely
in coustracting that of his conntry. He has left
undone many things as a soldier, which might
have added to his fame, and done many things
a5 a statesman, which were fatal to his power ;
but he omitted the first becanse they would
have endangered lis country, and committed
the second because he felt them 1o be essen-
tilto its sulvationa, [t is to the honot of En
gland, and of human nature, that sech a man
#hould have fisenat such a time, La the rule of
her armies wnd her councils 5 but be exprrien-
ced, with Themistocles ond Scipis Africanus,
the matghle tenure of popular aj plause and

the base tude of those whom he had
saved. lamphed over the arms of
the thre. dyrant, he was equally im-

movable in the of the insane citizens;
and itde hard to say whether his greatness ap-
peared most when he strack down the con-
queror of [-Ium,u on the field of Waterlvo, or
was himwelf with difficalty rescued from dcath
on its anniversary, eighteen years afterwards
on the streets of London.

A constant recollection of these circumstan-
ces, and of the pecular and very difficult task
which was commitled to his charge, is neces-
sary, in forming & correet estimate of Welling
ton’s military acheivements. The brilliancy of
his course is well known ; an unbroken series
of triumph from Vimiera to Touiouse ; the en-
tire expulsion of the French from the Pen-
insula j the planting of the British standard in
the heart of France ; the successive defeat of
those vd'nn"lx‘nln who had so long con-
quered in every try of Europe ; the over-
throw of Wateripog the hurling of Napoleon
from his thyone ¢ wpd the termination in one
day, of the militsy empire founded on twenty
years of conquest. Butthese results great and
imperishable us they are, convey no adequate
idea either of the difficulties with which Q\r'el-
lington bad to centend, or of the merit due to his
transcendent exertions. With an army seldom
superiot in namber of the French Marshals ;
with troops dispirite 4 by recent disaster, and
wholly unaided Ly practical experience ;
without any compulsory law to recruit his
ranks, or any strong national passion for war
tosupply its want, he was called on to combat
successively vast armies, composed, in great
part, of veteran soldiers, perpetually filled by
the terrible of the canscription, beaded
by chiefs who, risen from the ranks, and prac-
tically acquainted with the duties of war in all
is had fought their way from the gra-

musket to the Marshal’s baton, and
were followed by men who, trained in the
same were animated by the same
ambition. wore ; he was the General of
® nation in Which the chivalrous and mes-

e~

he

engrossed

ther, which, justly proud of its historic glery,
Is vnreasonably jealous of its military ex-
penditure — which, covetous beyond measure
of warlike renown, is ruinously impatient of
pacific preparation—which starves its esta-
blishment when danger is over, and yet
frets at defeat when its terrors are present
—w ich dreams in war of Cressy and Agin~
court, and ruminates in peace on economic
reduetion. He combated, at the head of an
alliance formed of heterogeneo. s states, come
posed of discordant materials, in which ar ient
aniinosities and re'igious divisions were im-
perfectly suppressed by recent fervour or pre-
sent danger 5 in which corruption often para-
lysed the arms of patriotism, and jealousy
withheld the resources of power. Ite acted
inder the direction of a ministry which, albeis
zealous and active, was alike inexperienced
in hostility, and unskille’' in - smbinations ; in
presc..ce of an opposition, which, powerful in
elequence, supported by faction, was preju-
diced against the war, and irdefatigable to &
rest it ; for the interests of the people who, &
though ardent in the cause and enthusiastic in
its support, were impatient of disaster and
prone to depression, and whose military re-
rources, how great soever, wers dissipated in
the protection of a colonial erapire which 2n-
circled the earth.

Notning but the most consammate prudence
as well as ability in conduct, could, with such
means, have achieved victory over such an
enemy ; and the character of Wellington was
singularly fitted for the task. Capable, whena
the occasion required, or oppon.nity offered,
of the most daring enterprise, he was yet caue
tious and wary in his general conduct—prodi-
gal of his own labour, regardlessof his own

son, lic was avaricious only of the blood of
his soldiers ; endowed by nature with an indor
mitable soul, a constitation of iron, he had the
temacity of purpose and indefatigable activity
which is ever necessary 10 great achievements ;
prudent in council, sagacious in design, be was
yet prompt and decided in action; no
ever revolved the probable dangets o
terprise more anxiously before undertaking it,
none powessed iz a higher degree the cagle
eye, the arm of steel, necessary to carry it into
execution. By the steady application of thess
rare qualities, he was enabled tc ise the Bri-
tish military force from an unwerthy state of
depression to an unparalleled pitch of glory ; ¥
educate, in presence of the enemy, not only
his soldiers in the field, but his rulers in the
cabinet ; tosilence, by avoiding disaster, the
clamour of his enemies ; to strengihen, by pro-
gressive success, the ascendancy of his friends
o augment, hy the exhibition of its results, the
energy of the government ; to rouse by
of glory, the eathusiasm of the people, skillfule
ly seizing the oppostunity of victory, he stu-
diously avoided the chances of defeat ; awam
that a siugle disaster would at once discou
his countrymen and strengthen bis opponen
he was content to forego many opportunities of
earning fame, and stifle many desires to giasp
at glory ; nagnanimously checking the aspira~
tions of genius, he trusted for ultimate success
rather lo perseverance in a ‘wise, than than
audacity in a daring, course. He thus sue~
ceeded during six successive campaigns, with
a comparatively incongiderable army, in main-
taining his giound against the vast and vetersn
forces of Napoleon, in defeating successivel
all his Is, and baffling ively Ifl
his enterprises, and finally rousing such an
thusiastic spirit in the British empire, as ena<
bled its government to put forth its immense
resourees on a scale worthy of its present
greatness nrud ancient nmw-r and tz'm
a contest of twenty years, by plantit -
lish standard on the walls z{pl’lnln -

¢ Canons ov Goop Bameorwo.”
This is the title of & small volume just pub-
lished, by the authorof “The Lawsof Eti
quette.” There is much veading in it




