22 THr CaNaDian, MissioNaRrYy. LNk

——

of which remain ¢losed: for .want .of
worshippers. The city enjoys a .world-
wide fame owing to the fabulous min-
eral wealth which has been extractea
from the peighboring mountain, bear-
ing the same name.

The population, which numbers thirty
or forty thousand, is largely occupied in
the development of the mineral wealth
of this region. Having known little or
nothing of the Gespel up to the present,
it is unfortunately largely given over to
the fanaticism and the traditional rites
and festivities of the Catholic faith.

One of the first things that I did after
getting settled in our new quarters was
to visit the Prefect of the Department,
advising him of the fact that 1 had been
appointed pastor of the Evangelical
Mission about to be established in the
eity, and requesting his good-will and
protection. I also paid my respects to
the other authorities of the city, and
presented to them letters of introdue-
tion which I had brought from frienus
in La Paz, being well received by all.

I began my propaginda by distribut-
ing from house to house several thou-
sand copies of ‘‘E1 Amigo de la Ver-
dad,’’ all of which were well received
this first time and eagerly read. But
on the oceasion of my second visit, some
turned me away, others enquired more
fully into the real objeet of my mis-
sion, and either expressed their approv-
al or else spoke disparagingly of our
religion.

In the month of July I distributed
among the more imtellectual classes a
large number 6f copies of a traet pub-
lished by Mr. Baker, entitled: ‘‘The
Reasons Why I Am a Protestant.’’
This tract awakened so much interest in
the city that finaliy the clergy began
to arouse themselves from ' their
lethargy, and, through the columns of
their paper, gave out to the public a
very bitter article dishoboring Lauther,
Calvin, Henry VIL, and protesting that

these men had been so ungpeakably eor-
rupt that their histories could only-be
written properly with mud.

In a second article they attacked me
and announced to the public that, being
a disciple of Luther, I had come to the
city -with the éxpress purpose of pér-
verting the people and of preaching the
god of riches and matter; and that the
final result of my propaganda, if not im-
mediately put to an end, would be to
encourage the grossest public immoral-
ity.

In order to defend the honor o. the
cause and of the Master, I found my-
self under the obligation of answering
these two articles. I first of all sought
in prayer the direetion and help which
1 so much need, as I do not pretend to
possess great literary talents, but only
to be a humble laborer of the Lord. I
wrote in our defense two articles which
one O0f the Potosi papers was ..nd
enough to publish free of charge. 1
felt' constrained to make the second of
these more vigorous than the first and
referred to a recent well-known scandal
which took place in the city of bucre,
where the Prior of the Francisean
Monastery eloped with a certain young
lady with whom he had become ae-
‘quainted in the confessional, relieving
the monastery treasury at the same time
of a large amount or gold This last
artiele heaped so much shame and re-
proach upon the Catholic clergy that
they immediately refrained from puo-
lishing any further attacks against us.

Owing to this open opposition, I ha.
to move more ecarefully for several
months, seeing that I discovered tnat
the friars were working stealthily
against me, especially among the wo-
men, who are always their last resort in
everything.

One of those who most persistently
dogged my footsteps was an elderly
lady, who also happened to be a near
neighbor of ours. Bhe never tired of




