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s  Kent's Oldest Resident

interesting Story of Ye Olden Times as Told by
 ‘Alexander Dolsen, who has Resided in the County

fof Nearly vu Oentury.
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{Every residemit of Chatham is
proud, of the Maple City, and rightly
®o. Chatham, with her nuinerous
manuvfaciuring industiries, establish~
ed business houmses, natural resources
and wide-awake business men, has
been made one of Uhe important
comuneroial cenures of Canada. It is
said that every good concern svart-
ed on a humble basis, and so it
svas with Cha.ham. It is almost im-
possible, however, Lo believe that any

living to-day can remember
Chatham was a merg colléc-
of hwws Yer this is also true,

in Chaliham.
Dolsen is probably the oldest
repident i  Keno to-day. He was
born in 1818 on his presend farm
diown the river and he has lived
on the one farm during his emtire
fife. He is now, enjoying the com-
forts of his lafiter years after a
very energetiic and mucoesaful life.
‘Mr. Dolsen comes from a  family
who were the pioneere of this con-
{timent. His grandfather was a Unit-
ed Empire Loyalist and came toCan-
ada from New York ap the time
“ he war for Independence, His
¢y, J¢ ob Dolsen, was born at
cdwich.  nd it was he who first
a" d .y on the farm where Mr.
X ~es, -Alexander Dolsen
s Ly 2t chilld of Jacob
4 % ‘wes born shontly aftter his
& settped down at Chatham.
Jolisen refmembers much  of his
liie in Chatham and of the
e DipS endured by fthe early set-
When he was a small boy
werg only three houses in
. J mm, "One waa situated on King
7L on MdGregor Creek and was
% ¥ by Mr. Lacroix; another was

BMr.

! ed om King stireet opposite
Maloolmeon's - store now

s and owned by Dr. McMullen;
ﬁa other was sffthuat; near
street amd owned by Henry
10 Wajs then the village
and  Jatiterty e ‘asted as|
towr treasurer. The town, howeyer,
rew rapidly and the scltitlers, realiz-
gw the possibilifies of the surround-
ing cowntry, in flast., Mr. La-
oroix, for whom Lacroix sfireeti was
named, was the chief man in Chat-
bham then. [He was the Mayor of
ihe town, customs officer and gen-
eral chief manager of the town.

The firet school house was erected
ust opposite the Rankin House on
he river bamk and there Mr. Dolsen
atitenddd school.

“It is wonderful to me,” said Mr.
Dolsen to The Plamet, “to see the
wondenful change which has come over
this coymtry since 1 first ¢amé hore.
|Als many people have often told you,
{0 ‘doubt, this place was one mass
of woods amd swamp. The gettlers
came firgt with their axes, and every
home was hewed out of the heart of
, forest. The drainage was bad,
L the swamps cauged fever and
every fall and spring. Dr. Burr
neighbor towards the town.
5 pften heard my father talk of
' and Gemeral Proctor, but I
* saw either ome of them.

: ing in those days wag all done
by oxen. The road Trom here to the
town was a corduroy ome. When it
wras first made it follow>d the river

right along, owing to the swamps,

put Lacroix, who was somnewsst of an
engineer, surveyed the t road
‘to the city. Part of the city of Chat-
tham was pretty well drained at that
time, but the country around 'was
full of swamps.

“All of the wheat that was growm
here was takem to Detroit, where

there ‘was a horse mill in operation..

This mill 'was owned by Capta.n
Eberts’ father-in-law. It took a boat
two days to go to Detroit with a load
of grain. We used to go down every
year and bring back a load of pro-
visions and ghoes. I remember my
father had a large camoe, 'which we
uiged to go in. I also rexcember paying
50 cents a pound for shingle nails used
in mending up a crack in the bottom
of the canoe. When crossing the lake
we would never go out of sight of the
land. Three or four of us would go
together, and we used to look forward
to baving a good time im Detroit.

“We made a store house on the
bank of the river. Lacroix acted as
customs houge officer, but he ‘was
mever exacting. Té never interfered
if a person smuggled for their owmn
use only. We used to make our ownm
gugar and all of our own clothes. The
wool was clipped from the sheep, card-
ed, spun and woven, all by ourselves.

“Dhere were just a few Indians
around here in those days, buti they
were nov atl all dangerous, They
made good setfilers, In game there
was any amount—turkeys, deer, bear
and wolves. The .sheep were all
penned every night' to keep off the
mwolves. I have seen wolves atltack
sheep in the day time if they were
very. hungry, butl I never heard of
a wolf attacking a man. A wolf
would seldom approach a house, but
I have seem them pass on the road
in fromt of our homse atl noon. They
would neyer do that| if thely were
aot “very hungry. b, AT
““Some years later a bounty was
given by the Government for wolf
scalps,” and somé” men made a busi-
.se” zg'gmn_tm n;vo].'veaf‘ 'lmggmg"ab

an apieee, for, gealps and they
could kil Mmtu 60 wolves fin
.um&r ’l’hwiﬂl-tb -we;lr : Ml?“
2 ma atp how many w ves they
M‘q On¢ “than used to make
money fagt by swearing to so many
wolves a day when he never killed
& wolf. The Government at! firet
did not grant the bounty to Indiane
and as a result they would mot
kill them. After a while they did
offer them the bounty and  the
wolves then soon began to disappear,

“McGregor's mill, which was situ-
tated on the old McGregor farm,
wae one of ihe first grist mills.
It was run by water -power  and
the posiis where the dam was are
atill. stieking up in the water. It
was put up inv 1812

“Everything was very dear in
those days. Primt, narrow width,
sold for 75 cents a yard. You oan
buy it now for 6 and 8 ienfia a
yard. Tea was $1 a pound.

“In 1812 Mr. OWeill was ome of
our closest neighbors; he lived half
a mie up the creek. Mr. McCOrae
kept a sfore down the river. He
is now dead, but his son, Geo. Mc-
Crae, livea on the Second comces-
sion, Rhaleigh. H: was a member
of Parliament for a number of
years.

“] remember once, just to show
you how hard it was to travel, tiwo
men from England married two
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gisters. They lived out on the lake
shore and they had to coma toChat-
ham to be married before Lhe magis-
d¢rate. They had to walk all the
way and when they came te a
awamp the men put theily prospec-
tive brides on their backs and waded
{hrough. Tt waa a practical test
of going through water to win their
fair ladies.

“Another man, Mr. Broadbent, of
this city, wanted to marry a Wind-
@or girl, so-he had to walk ffirom
here to Windsor. He wen: barefoot-
ed in order to save his shoes.

“Apart from .an imfirmi.y caueed
from an accident .which befel him
about three years ago, Mr. Dolsen

ia the picture of health. He has

never had a sick day during his
entire lifa and does not knmow what
a headache mecane. - People worked
hard in those days, but they were
rewardéd by enjoying more real hap-
piness than -the people do to-day.
Mr. Doisen was the youngest of a
family of four boys and four girls,
aell of whom are deceased. .

Mr. Dolsen has bien an imdustri-
ous man during his life. H: now
owns onc of the Pinest farms jm
Kent Counity, consisting of 226 acres,
and he & now able to live in wcoms-
fort and ease. There is not abet-
ter thought of man in Western On-
tario, and there is not another man
who is more worthy of the best
thoughts of all good minded people.

composes a novel syndivate coat.
where a v
& plain band cloth at the wriat.
ing made to oatline the figure.

Fine broadcloth in » matisque shade with a fancy brochet trimming laid over velvet,
The shoulder seam is carried half way down the arm,
full puff 1s shirred on, meeting an upturned flaring cuff of the crochet, with
Both back and fronts are plain and full, no attempt be-
Handsome metal buttons make a decorative fastening.

A PROBLEM IN GRAFT

Speakimg about grafi, whati would
gou do about this case?

A young mam named Clark is (the
purchaling agent! for a large cor-
poraition. Recenitly, he hlas been ma k-
ing contralcts for ‘the winter's sup~-
ply of zoal. The contiraot! s a large
pne, the cormporallion in guedtion
using some 500 tons al moonith.

Some half a dozen firm§ of coal
dealers have been tirying to get the
contiralct.  Afifter a week's figuring
all but tiwo of the firms inquestion
haltve been eliminated Erom the deal,
fthe rivalry betiween ‘hem being ex-
[tiriemelly  clhose:

The otfher dafy when Mr. Clark
gleached his home on: the west side
thils wifie safid: “Johin, I didn’t know
you were going to ‘haive; thla coaliput
in to-daly.”

“Neitfer: did I,” angwered the as-
‘tonighed Clairk.

"Wd.‘l.. there was 10 tons pu't in
Jhis alfijernoon. 1 asked +the driver,
fpnd he safid all el knew -abowt fit
wais he was told tio deliver the coal
9 Mr. John Clark’s residence. There
(was nofthng tio paly, he said”
¢ When Clark gotl down to his of-
fice . the next! daly he found the jre-
pregenitajtive of both the rival coal
companies waliting tie sele him, Clark

Fwas preilly mad (HZ called in one

of the coal saledmen and said: “Did

1 you send thaft’ goal oufl tio my house
fr e

coall sadesman looked at Clark

" amd saw the righiious indignation in

s elyeis. :
- “Why, no, of not,” he saiid,

J witth virtoous w:
 busineps i

' “we don’t do

3 thalt! w. '
! Then Clark dalled in the other coa!
man, and he also hotly denied (hat
could bet guiltly of
Clark says l'here was no

m fthe W ‘which

ri tio do abouiit.

ne.

show  wijthoult

Wuch an lout= |

TALE IS NOT POLITE

A clown had o bulldog over whom
he smoared a ToU b\ pagle and then
covered him from head to foot with
feiilhers. [t made a very 'funny-
looking follow of the dog amd every-
body went to the dircus to see him.
They sold many pleiures of them-
selves, and when the people puti the
money on the gjage the clown would
pick Y up and kepp i tix buy flood
for them bodh and pay their board.

“Why should the clown gtake the
monely ¢ said the dog to himself.
“] am ihe dhow amnd I should have
all ths money I make.”

@and emt him home howling with
pain. A
Then the dog waifled for peopls
to com> and buy his picturds. They
came and took his pictures, but in-
stead of paying @t:rx them, left the
giving any money.
 dog barked au themy I;u'thb
chain was so short! that. he could
bijje them, amd they
Lam'vuvdhelz att him,
hile the dojg was ndering on
his hard ot the c‘lo-wﬁo'cme ack
with a club ‘amd cracked him owver
ithe hejad. The nexitl day there v
amother dog in the show, |-
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THE FIRST SNOW
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| The wind diesdow, .
. The night falls still;

't ‘Sjpreads white and chill.

. But all’s not dead—
Yon cabin’s glow
Reveals a world
Unchilled by snow.

There canfort ‘uhu.
1| There's life and
* Gray winter

A glowig

DECEMBER 26, 1903.

So he bir uhu clown omn the el |

simply |

A world of snow £
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Adelina Patti Awheel
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Oanada and the States.

When Adelina Patti travelled about
the country as a child wonder she
used to be put in what are known as
day cars, often on very hard bench~
es, and there she would be bundled
up dat night, packed in her mamma’s
shawl with some old overcoat for a
pillow. There were no sleeping cars
in those days, excepting on the trunk
lines between the big cities. Pull-
man’s had not yet been invented.

Now -Mme. Patti has a Pullman|
palace car all to herself and her im-
wediate entourage, is supplied with
every luxury that thoughtful ingen-
uity could suggest, and abounding in
every comfort.

Her car is mot a mew one, built
expressly ‘for her, as the press agent
thad it. But it is just ag good. It is
now,. called the “Craig y Nos,” but
it 'was called the “Elysian,” and is
the ‘car that Prince Henry of Prussia
and afterwards President Roosevelt
employed on their trayels about the
country. 'The car was somewhat re-
modelled and completly refurnished
for Patti's use, and all the hangings
are bramd mew. The general color
scheme 'is amtique oak.

.The car has an extraordimary
lengtl, being seventy-two feet long.
For the immediate use of Mme Patti
there is first of all a draw.ng room,
ample in size, which is also employed
for meals, - It bolds a good sized cen-
tre table, lounges, easy chairs, cabi-
nets, ete. Forward of this is ma-
dame's bedroom, which holds mot
berths, but ‘a full three-quarter
bed, Next to this is the baron’s bed-
room, .almost as large. Beyond thege
is a music room, With a mew Stein-
way, made especially to fit the “¢ar,
amd farther yet an observation room,
almost emtirely of glass. Outside of
this there is a small room for Mrs.
Baird, Patti's English companion,
and berths for Caroline, the facto-
twm, and also for the maid and for
Baron Cederstrom’s valet.

[But this is mot all, _There . are
three mportant people in the tar be-
sides-~the steward, the cook, and the
waiter.

‘Mme, Patti had thought of bringimg
aver her chef from Craig y Nos, but
she semsibly refrained, and conciuded
that a cook acoustomed to work on
wheels would prove much more ser-
viceable, and so it has turned out.
The order was simply commumicated
to the Pullma~ Co,pany to send along
the best cook and the best steward
they had.

Every morring Mrs. Baird makes
out the menu of the day, and the

Sutowsrd has te pregnra tha materiala

if he breaks his meck domg it. The
rest remains with the chef. The dm-
ners are not only very good, but very
elaborate and comprise soup, fish, an
ontree, a roast, desgert, cheese and
coffiee. It is gemerally supposed that
Patti is' a bird-like eater. Far
from it. She is,-in fact, a very gen;
erous liver. For ome thing, she is im-
ordinately fond of macaroni cooked in
the old Italian style. She likes her
champagne, too, and drinks a brand
of her own choice that tastes like
vinegar, it is so dry.

bers of the company. The baron is
very hospitable and if one or two of
them find business of importance to
talk to him about in the neighbor-

No Queen Ever Traveliad in Suech Elegance and
OComfort as Coes the Diva on Her Present Tour of
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These facts percolate through mem- ®

¥ 2 hePb b bbidibtt

hood of dinner time, almost invarial
he asks.them to join Mme. Patti al:i
himself, Thus, as a rule, five or six
sit down to dinner, for Mrs, Baird is
there, of course, and very often Sigs
nor Sapio, the musical conductor.

One of the subsidiary conditions of
the Paiti contract is that a suite of
five rooms, not higher up than one
flight, shall be taken at the best h
tel in each town for her use. Th:‘xw
is all right, but in addition an equal
number of rooms must be taken om
the flight above, ‘and directly over her,
so that madame shall at no time be
disturbed, for she likes to remain very
late in bed. This is ali right, too, but
it is not alone very expensive but
sometimes very hard to get. Good
hotels don’t always have ten rooms
vacant in the choicest part of the
house, and other people object to be
inconvenienced by being asked to move
out for a time from their chosen
domiciles. \ .

‘And. then again, madame will not
start on ‘a journey before 12 nor after
6. Now, most railroads run their best
trains at hours that ‘are precisely the
raverse of these, and it is a good deak
of an added expense to hire special
trains, where her private car and the
company’s Pullman can just as easily
be coupled on to aregular train.

But en revanchec Mme. Patti repays
in many 'ways all the solicitude that
may be lavished upon her, She is not
one of your dangerous prima donnas,
who keep a manager’s heart in his
mouth all the time, through the fear
of sudden indispositions and the loss
of an eccasional ten or twelve thous
sand dollar house. Some people say
it is because she is too anxious to get
her own stipend. Suppose it is. Why
not ?

Seo satisfied has Mme. Patti become
with her presemt life that she calls
the “Craig y Nos” her Americsn
home. She is endeavoring at present
to devise a plan by which she can cuat
out the hotels altogether, and live
permanently aboard her car, where -
she is under no restrictions, and cam
do precisely as she pleases’™ The o
jection in the East in crowded nities
was that the car was shunted nights
off into impossible places in the yards,
where the nois»s were dreadful. Out
West, where they have more room,
they have promised to fix her satis-
factorily im this respect. Hotels them
will see her no more. As it is, she
is atraid of the constant change of
tood, and she eats in hotels with
nothing l'ke the appetite she does on
board her dearly beloved car,

To make hotels altvgether unnecess
mary, Patti recently has asked her

-managers to supply her with an ex<

tra and private baggage car. The
principal use of a hotel is that the
ever-faitbful Caroline may go ahead,
open all the trunks and spread out
all the dresses for the diva's imspece
tion. Most of these she has never set
eyes on. She then chooses the dresa
she will wear at Lhe concert in the
particular esty at which ahe is stays
ing.

But all this could 'be done muel
better in a baggage oar en routes
The trunks would then remain for the
entire trip in their places, and never
by any chance be disturbed. At any
tinie, while they were journeying,
that the fancy ssized her to go over

Continued on Page 10.
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