xii PREFACE

U. 5. A,, one of the best living sign-talkers, for a general
review of the text, with new signs and explanations as
indicated.

To John Homer Seger of Colony, Oklahoma, for much
assistance. He was for 45 years in official control of the
Indians at Darlington and Colony, Oklahoma. They
were of the Southern Cheyenne, Kiowa, and Arapaho
tribes chiefly. All his communications with them were

in the Sign Language, so that he became one of our best
experts. We have corresponded much, and during a
prolonged visit to his home in August, 1915, we together
went over every sign in this Manual. His signs were of
the Cheyenne dialect. 2
To the Reverend Walter C. Roe (since dead) of Col- ;
ony, Oklahoma, for many notes and comments. He .
Was so expert that he preached every Sunday in the Sign
Language. s
To Sheeaka, or Cyiaka (The Mudhen), a Yanktonnais
Sioux living at Standing Rock. He worked over my
entire manuscript with me in 1912, endorsing most of '8
the signs given by Clark, as well as adding those that are ¥}
accredited to him. He was considered the best sign- 8
talker on the reservation. His familiarity with the Sign "8
Language was largely due to the fact that a member of 8}
his family was a deaf-mute, so that he has kept up the
method while others of his generation are forgetting it.
Frank Zahn, an intelligent and educated half-breed, ¥
acted as interpreter and helped with many suggestions.
In the autumn of 1916 T took my manuscript to Mon- L
tana and received valuable help from the following
Blackfoot Indians:
Bearhead, an old-time, full-blooded Piegan Indian,




