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This pi ice has h*d quite a history in its 
checkered caiecr. It came into the pos 
sess on of Captain Usher a gentleman 
without -ny business training, an* as a 
matter of course the venture ende t tn 
failure He was a strong cons' rvative 
and took quite an inteiest in the batte 
th «t was so oitte-iy waged against the 
Rcbed.on Leases Bii This might be 
expected, as h was either cousin or 
brother oi the Ush r itled at Niagara 
Fai s Hi» sons re scatt-red I know 
nut where. It was during hts regim 
that I first new Frank Henderson, who 
for a long time played such a notable 
ro e as ho el k epe* and livery man 
Fran, was an ruinai man and Irish to 
the bad bone Kindness itself but li e 
many another go-id hea U-d fellow he 
was he vi tim of his ira e He was a 
long tune in Usher s emp oy befoie cm 
bailing in' business for Ivrose f Oi e is 
apt to overloo t e important part play 
e i by the less • lights when taking a 
survey, as I am trying to do of "Id 
events and the me> connected with them 

Mr James cooper a cooper by trade 
a Scotchman born and bred, had a shop 
and supplied the mi wi'h barre s He 
was quite eccentric in his way but was 
a thorough! well informed man, an 
omr.i erous read r and a great admi- • r 
of Car y e. I efer to his life as illustrât- 
ing how often peisom* endowed with 
large cap*bilites do not rise *s they 
should, either tin uuh the force of cir 
cum tames or from lack ol energy or 
c -urage After the bu-iness played out 
he stayed « n and eked out a si a ty liveli­
hood. He once applied to the town 
council fra side wa k It was a well 
written comica pro ucti n and very 
few could have gotten it up He secured 
the side walk, or an apology for one. 
There were three boys The eldest, 
Robert 1 too into iiiv office and taught 
telegraphing The old gent eman t<»'d 
me vlr. Mmp-ou had hoped to gi * the 
boy a position in the Ontario Bank, which 
had recen ly been started, but as that 
did not materialize he appealed to me to 
ta .e him Robert was clever and soon 
becaue an expert. I applied to ' r 
Dwigh on his behalf and he gave him 
the important office *t Chatham. Th*- 
other two b ys, James and Thomas, a so 
came into the office The fo-mcr be 
came one of the fas est and best operators 
on the continent The letter was in the 
service of the old Montreal Telegraph 
Co on the Interco onial Railroa1 in 
New Brunswick His excellent worn 
there was so appreciated that he was

made wgent-t the then important and 
growl <tt 'own f vvindsor At an early 
age he d ed a his post, his constitution 
b ing enfeebled by the hardships he 
*u deiwe t in the ower province. H P. 
Dw ght was th n the manager of the 
main tele raph line in Ca lada He is 
sti 1 th* Pres dent of the G N. w , re 
taini g his i ter*st in thin wonderful 
science w«th whv h his whole active life 
has been identifi d Here let me pay 
this tribute to him -a"d certainly after 
50 ^ars servie* under his imin diate 
« ontrol 1 am justified in ma « ing this 
state o-nt:— In the administra*ion of ihe 
"ast inte ests committed *o his care he 
has disp ayed the highest qua iti*s of 
mind and h art; of the former m his 
c mplete grasp of mer dcail of the 
com-licated wrk; and of the latter, m 
his universal indness and consideration 
for everv employee, even the humb * st, 
in the service

I go farther down the stream. Leon- 
ar * Soper bought the propety so ong 
in t^*. pos-ession of his descendants in 
,185. W at a spectacle met his eye 
when he first beheld it in a*l its pri tine 
eauty,—the tall pine and hem'oek, 

stately elm widespreading b ech and 
ch rming* maples, the banks of the 
crystal ►tream coveted with ced«r, 
spruce and th" e dless variety of shrub 
composing the und rwood But the or- 

i ary man is so eagerly in search of the 
mate ial 'hings with which we are cloth­
ed amTfed that the chances ar« h* did 
not rea ize the beauteous things around 
him

The hardships of pioneer life in D r- 
lington were miiigat*d by the easily- 
obtained addition to the food supply 
which lay at his ha* d in the lake streams 
and woods. He built ihe first sawmill 
in the township a v e«r afterwards, near 
the site of the 1-resent Ca'edonia mills 
of the John McKay. Limited

Timothy vop- • h s son, succeeded h'm 
and was one oi the historien persons of 
the very early settl ment. He was a 
man of few words, self contained, and 
more of a thinker than a tuber. He 
afterwards erected a t risi mill and at 
one time ran a tannery. v\ hen I first 
r.-in*mber him he had large means, own 
ing. besides the home property va liable 
bi ds in Clarke and hope townships: 
but in the ups and downs that come to 
most of us the latter marked the ending 
portion of his journey Bad judgment in 
endorsing other people’s nobs brought 
about the sad change and no doubt cm •


