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known names ol the Revs, lliram Denny. W. F. Clarke, Thomas

Baker, SolonuMi Siiickr, Koheri Robinson. D, McCalhiin. Jolm

Wood, with c)thers, w- : appended. The meetiny^ were licUl (inar-

terly. The earnest si :• of these men and elinreho i> atte>ted by

iheir " Objects of the Association." whieii were, To promote the

revival oi >piriinal religion. t(» secnre closer imion among the

churches, to take counsel with each other in cases re(|niring it, to

promote tlie interests ot the ehnrclus a!>>ociatetl in every way short

ol authoritative interierenee. anil to unite m etVorls to extend the

Kingdom of Chn>t. together with the managenuiU oi the mi-fcionar\

business within it^ liniits.''

[•'nllv con>eion> of tlieir re^ijonsibilitie--. the>e brethren discussed

nieasure> which led to importaiu resnlt^. It was in 1S5J tliat, at the

suggestion nf Dr. \\ ilke>, who wa> visiting them, they debated the

(,ue>tioii of the eoii-olidatioii of the I'nion- of I'pper and Lower

Canada, which, a.s ue iia\e seen, was accomplished the t(dlowing

vear. in con>e(|Uence of the nnsati>factory reproentation of churche--.

tile Western Association thought it wise to resolve itself into a purely

ministerial body in 1X5^. and until i^X) the atteni])! was made to

l)erpetuate itself on that basi-. .\.i the latter date :t reorganization

took place, comprehending churches as well as niinisters. and com-

l-'.ising London. i'>rantlord. and,Guelph sections.

At Guelph. Ill 1S30. the Central .Association came into being,

though it at first bo'e the title of the Xorth-W'estern .Association.

This included Toronto, and reached to Owen Sound.

The Ministerial Association of the Eastern District was formed

a year later, at I'.rockville. the original members being the Rev-.

I'enwick. Lancashire. Robiiison. Ulack. and Burpee.

In the Eastern Townships was organized an Association at Cromp-

ton, in 1836, by the Revs. Robertson, of Sherbrooke; Parker. 01

Shipton: Hubbard, of IMelbourne. and Sabin. of Stanstead. with

Horace Chajnu. of New Hampshire. "The St. Francis .Association

of Congregational and Presbyterian Ministers." it was styled, and

declared in the preamble to its constitution that " W'e .acknow-

ledge as our articles of faith the system of religious truth taught in

the Assembly's Shorter Catechism." It was not until 1870 that the

title was assumed of the " Eastern Townships' .\ssociatioTi of Coii-

grcgational Ministers."


