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wi etched little lad who h.d ju.t come to thefacory a„a w«,ked nearium, and oSce

S^nv'nf^i I 7" '•"'""8 "'• '^«'W'"K on a

BD08t ..athetie dum..„o«8 to piu the woollen•hnwl „f H poor httio mite, who, like >o

eaum,^8. It was always the poorest and

lc^np7rL
*"

"f
**'" ^'•"•>'-«» «hom he

thae !l *T^"*"u''
""•' ^«'y "ften I noticed

Tfrl ) fT '""'"Vl *•'« ^'t"* waif" ^'•'eafru.d of h,n., and «howed their fear plainly.
1

nfinl- '^***.'''*"**«*i "" the outskirts

^n.l nlf.
"'*^ T?^\y V'*" "«''"• Manchester, Iand at tl,e end of the lane that led fn,»i it to !

the more ih.ckly populated part there was a ipath crossing a held to the pretty church«nd church yard, and this path was a short

quiet, the place had a sort ..f attracti.ai f,.rme, and 1 was in the habit of fre.,uen Iv

rwTs«..r^„ii^-.?^.-y.p-"y^«^--e

knew

It was pretty and quiet, perhaps, ui.d partly,
I have no d.„il,t, because 1 Mas incli ud to

healThlh"'"
"»lanch<.)yat the t.n.e, myhea th iHog broken down under hard study

nigl t, nn.l glancing ii. among the graves and

«nd,^rl; '""^'''*"'f "1^"" " ^'ttlt moundunder a tr,e and resting .ta head upon its

nized the muscular outline ot Surly Tim
Hedidi.otseo meat Hist, and Iwasal-

inost inclined to think it best to leave Ifmalone; but as J half turned away he stir idwith s(m,eth,ng like a faint uuJ, and then
lifting Ins l.ea.i and saw me standing in the
briglit clear moonlight.

^J' Who's theerv" he said. -Dost ta want

rJiJ^A °"V'
^°°°''«t«^ Hibblethwaite," 1

1 an' 1

^ ,"2'^! J!" '.?;;t?K °.^-«'; ^^^ 1«^ «to"e wall I tliau

;; J^; fellow.'; I ,aid, •• I .«? n«w."
IA little lad o' mine;" he Mid, slowly and^remnlously. "A little 1«1 o' mineJ-LZl

[

"What?"! exclaimed. "I never
that you were a married man, Tim.

"

i

utiu ''V,'''''"^
'"" •>«*'' «P"n his hand acain

Jtjll ^pulling nervously at the grass withTe

SJa^""^ '"yj '"'»"*' Wester, "he an-swered m a painful, strained fashion.
'

,tonna te
1 myson what Ood-a-moiahty 'udsay about It.

' »"(j"«'jr uhi

"I don't understand," I faVred ; -you
|

!r^s ti'^uiS"*"
'*^^ "'""- ^-'"'

The other nervous hand went up to hi.bent face fcr a minute and hid it. but I didno speak. There was so much of strange grij

He out of place. It was not my dotaed inex

,

{;';"';'.«;;*>a"d"who wassittin^g befSme i^,<le bright moonlight on the bal.y sgrare: i^vasanian with a Wdden historv of some
tra^;Ic sorrow long ke,,t sec.^t in hisI'-n.ely breast-perhaps a history very fewof us could u.a<l aright. I would not^queson h>m, though I fancied he meant to explum h.n..elf I knew that if he was w ifnuo tell me the truth it was best tl7a h^

h?m'l^e:'""
''" '''' *""^ *«'-'*'-'^ '^I I^t

And before I had waited

h'rrir''"'™''^°'«''-''"'^«=8"

"It wur welly about six years ago
I'.ere, 'he said, ",no,e or Ls, wtlb

_ 1 1 comn
I Kiv ^^-n.i. T ' ." •• "^"'» "clly about

ai? ]Z}'J "' ^'/-'^^ ^''^'^P ^''*^"' Wester,

low ? I thought I heard you groan just now.Yo mought ha' done, Ale8ter."he an-awered heavily. " Happen tha did. I duS-not know mysen. Nowta th' matter though.

H« r*'J'l!°e y i'™ » ^^^ «»* o* «oartl^ worn.He turned hiaheadaside slightly and beiran I ^^vto pull at the blades of grass*on ?he mZd ' "^^

SlbHi;L°ru.lV"" *'•* ''" '^^^'^

.pikeTSin'!^™''"*
*^"" •"'°"'«' b«f-e he

.^icf
"".belong" to me. "he said suddenly

teet. "An' this littln i;n " o;„..;<..; -.i
. , 'A"'j^'s I'ttle un." signifyinu with

thichSS'''"'"^"" *^" am\l/onfulL„'

hearte<^-buVt^aVa";o'wt7o do wi'^it

"^'***"

when thTJl"
*"**" ^^™ """« *^»° a '«'e«k

a loom 1 th next room to me. an' this youna jwoman bein' pretty an' modest tak^mf ^fancy She wur na loike th' rest o' SJwenches-loud talkin' an' slattern ? £j
else. First time I seed her I says to mysen.
. Theer s a lass 'at's seed trouble , • a„« IZZ

nun M«/* "'") """ "'*"'* "OH loiKe browneye, Mester-an' it wur i' her voiee-hervoice wur soft loike, too-I sometimes thowJ
It wur plam to be seed even i' her dress. K


