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ADMIfaSTRATION LOCALIZED
Among the firat acu of the new Government waa to overhaul the MiningLaw—* proceta that waa much needed. The old law centralized everythins

in the DepartiMnt at Toronto, and complainu <rf delay were rife. The new
tow placed a Recorder in every Mining District, and gave him power to
accept apidirauons for claims, without rderence to Toronto.

..i
U?g?" tn* oW Act the grant or lease could be obtained at once, but the

title mi^t be cancelled if so much money waa not apeat on development work,
and in the case of a lease, so much rent paid every year. The new Act put the
aorie before the cart, and required a specific amount of work to be done before
the Crown Deed could be given. Thus when the deed issued, the tenure waa
secure^ most important feature in mining. Formerly, the projector was not
f^iui^d to put up anv diacovery cm- other posts, but nmply ffled his application
in the Dqiartment ; the new law obliged him to erect a sUke at each ofthe four
coram of his claim, and a post on the outcropping of mineral, with hia name
and Uie number of his license, thus riving notice to all coming on the ground
tnat be had made a find and claimed thelocation.

The M law charged three or four different prices for mining lands,
dq>ending upon how far they were from a railway, whether in surveyed or un-
surveyed temtory, etc., and the Nospector found it difficult to tell how much
te would have to pay per acre. The new Uw divided themining lands of the
tJown mto two cfauses only, surveyed and unsurveyed, and placed a price of
13.00 per acre on the former and 82.60 oa the latter.

DISPUTES.PROMPTLY SETTLED
Previoualy all disputes arising in connection with unpatented mining lands

were*settled b^r the Department. Whether ririitly or wrongly, unsuccessful
dinutants were apt to attribute their want o7 success to political influence
unfairly brought to bear against them. In reforming the Act the new Govera-
ment Mtermined to remove this cause of complaint, and provided for the settle-
ment of disrated claima entirely outside of the Department. The Recorden
were given power to decide in the first insUnoe, and a new officer, called a
Mining Commissioner, was appointed, to whom an appeal from the Recorder
mffiht be taken. If the Commissioner's decision was nor satisfactory to
either sid&an appeal might be had to the ordinary Courts of the land. Inany
cas& the Dqjartment was rdieved of the onus td settling dinntes between
rival claimants, iriikh are bound to arise under any conceivable kind <rf mining
tow, emcially whan the lands are. or are bdieved to be, valuable.

The operation of the new Act has justified the changes iriiich were made.
Hie tow on the whole worin nsoothly; localiaed adminmration and prompt,
ineapeaaiv* settlement of disputes bting undoubted boons to the mospecting
and mining community. The appnntment of a Mining Commusioner has
been of the greatest advantage. The Commissioner goes to the scene of the
diqmtfl, hears the evidence submitted by both sides, and gives his judgment
at oooe or at moat in a few days. Political hifluence is eliminatad, justice is
doM^aad that spaadOy-aa klaai coaditioa for mining oontsata^ in wUch time
iaaftMan ' " *


