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Another reason why Christianity is so im-

perfectly nndcrstoofl by many is the fact that,

there are other reli<^i<i\is iMulios that make no

siieh claims to authority over the faith Oi men

as the ori;ani.:ations referred to make, hut they

have some particular ceremony, or ordinance, (u-

traditional view, or doctrimil helict'. which tUry

hold up as if they wert; the special custodians of

it, which they emphasize, and ohtrude, and keep

to the front, in sueh a dej^ree that tlu^ moral and

spiritual elements of Christianity are over-

shadowed, and practicidly kept in ihe rear, and

Jesus Christ's urder is reversed; the things

which in His teaching are supreme, become s\d)-

ordinate with t'l.em, and the things which He

left in a subordinate place become supreme;

and the religion of a majority of such people

becomes a narrow and slavish legalism akin to

the religion of the Pharisees, and they them-

selves become just as unspiritnal and undis-

cerning, jnst as exclusive and unsympathetic,

toward the real Christianity of Christ, and to-

ward the higher manifestations of it, as the

Pharisees of old ever were. They measure every-

thing by their own little formulas and rules,


