Premier Ramsay MncDona.ld is to be
congratulatéd upon hl.vin: decided to in-
clude Dominion . representatives on the
British delegation to the Inter-Allied Con-
ferenée which is at present meetln‘\ in
London. The lateness of. the decision,
made apparently at the eleventh hour, is
an indication that some stiff oppoaltion‘hnd;
to be overcome béfore ‘the ngmlonn‘
could be concedéd the right to represen-
tation. :

In accordance with the resolution at
the Imperial Conference in London last
year, the British pl;omler seémed bound to
invite the dominions to send représenta-
tives. There is no doubt, as he stated in
the House of Commons at Westminster last
month, the prémier desired to have the|
dominions associated with Great Britain as
partners in everything that might be dis-
cussed at the Inter-Allled Confetrence. But
he came very near finding himself in the
same position as Lord Curzon in negotiating
the Lausanne Treaty, which the parliament
of Canada has since declined to ratify.

‘When the British premier announced in
the House of Commons, last June 23, that
an Inter-Allied Conference would be called,
the former under-secretary for foreign
affairs, Ronald McNeill, asked whethér, in
view of the recdent correspondence with
Canada over the lausanne Treaty, the
dominions would be asked to participate
in the Inter-Allied Conference. According
to the Canadian Press réeport, Préemier Mac-
Donald, after consulting with J. H Thomés,
colonial secrétary, said:

As a matter of fact we are in com-

munication with the dominions now. .I

think perhaps I had better give you assur-|
ance that, without committing myself to'

details of what is to be done, the dominions
will bé completely consulted so that théy
may feel théy are partners with us in
everything we do.

When this news item appeared in
Canadian newspapers next day, one of the
Alberta members, Henry E. Spencer, asked
the government if any cominunication had
been recelved “with referenceé to the Inter-
Allied Conference to be called in London
during July to give effect to the Dawes
report.” Premiier Mackenzie King replied
that he had no doubt a communication
would be_recelved in due course; but, he
sald: .

Up to the ,present time, however, the
government has recéived no communication
from the British governmeént with réfer-
ence to this conference.

Later replies recorded in Hansard would
show that the Canadian govérnment re-

ceivéed no invitation to send a delegation:

to the conferénce.

|

© The government did receive & rqunt
'to have a répruenutlve at a. pre l
contérence, to consider the m
sentation at the Inter:Ailled
‘Premier Mackenzie King stated in answer
to a question on.July 9 that the Canddian
high commissioner, Mr. Larkin, had been
asked to represent the governmeént at that
preliminary conference. At the meeting
<betweén Premier MacDonald and thé
dominjon high commissioner in London on
July 11, the British premier “advanced a
number of objections to direct partiéipation
by the various dominions in the coming
conferencs and urged that such participa-
tion would be deéiméd by othéf.countries
as unduly favoring the British elemént in
the conference.”

As in the case of the Le.uunnq Con-
ference thére is reason to believe that the
opposition to Dominion répresentation camé
mainly from. Frdance, The difficulty has
been overcome by adopting what is calleéd
the panel systeni under which, as at the
Versailles Conference, one of the  British
delégates will bé a. dominion répresentative.
This arrangement meééts the réquiréments
of Canada at the present conferenee.
Premier King should have the suppert of
Canadian public opinien in the firm stand
he has taken to maintain the status which
Canada and the other dominions attained
under Sir Robert Borden’'s leadérship at the
end of the war.

As it is impossible for any Dominion
cabinet minister te be in London in time
for the conférénce; the govérnment's ar-
rangéement to appoint Sénator Bélcourt as
Canadian delegate would seem to be the.
best expedient under the circumstances. He
is a privy councillor and a former Speaker
of the House of Commons. As & French-
speaking representative of Canada he
should be welcomed by the French delell-
tion at the Inter-Allied Conference.

But it must be said that the last minute
decision on the part of the British premier
to admit dominion ‘representation is hardly
the most inspifing method of making sure
that &1l the members of the British Com-
monwealth of nations are partners with
Great Britain on such momentous oc¢casions.
It tends to convey the impression to many’
observant Canadian people that dominion
interésts in the developmerit of British
yollcy are liable to be overlooked by the
' administration at Whitehall unless the do-
minion premiers insist upon represeantation,
as Premier Mackenzie King has evidently

done in the present instance. 3
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