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Ottawa, Canada. 
Thursday, July 17JL9

The government did receive « repeat 
to have a representative at a. preliminary 
conference, to consider the master of repre
sentation at the Inter-Allied Conference. 
Premier Mackensie King stated In answer 
to a question on. July 8 that the Canadian 
high commiaskmer, Mr. Larkin, had been 
asked to represent the government at that 
preliminary conference. At the meeting 

■ between Premier MacDonald and thé 
dominion high commissioner In London oh 
July 11, the British premier "advanced a 
number of objections to direct participation 
by the various dominions in the coining 
conference and urged that such participa
tion would be deeméd by otht# countries 
as unduly favoring the British element in 
the conference.”

As in the case of the Lausanne Con
ference there is reason to believe that the 
opposition to Dominion representation came 
mainly from France. The difficulty has 
been overcome by adopting what ie called 
the panel system under which, as at the 
Versailles Conference, one of the British 
delegates will be A dominion representative. 
This arrangement meets the requirements 
of Canada at the present conference. 
Premier King should have the support of 
Canadian public opinion in the firm stand 
he has taken to maintain the statua which 
Canada and the other dominions attained 
under Sir Robert Borden’s leadership at the 
end of the war.

As it is Impossible for any Dominion 
cabinet minister to be in London in time 
for the conférence, the government’s 
rangement to appoint Senator Bélcourt As 
Canadian delegate would seem to be the 
best expedient under the circumstances. Be 
Is a privy councillor and a former Speaker 
of the House of Commons. As a French- 
speaking representative of Canada be 
should be welcomed by the French delega
tion at the Intér-Allied Conference.

But it must be said that the last minute 
decision on the part of the British premier 
to admit dominion representation is hardly 
the most inspiring method of making sure 
that all the members of the British Com
monwealth of nations are partners with 
Great Britain on such momentous occasions. 
It tends to convey the impression to many 
observant Canadian people that dominion 
interests in the development of British 

t policy are liable to be overlooked by the 
* Administration at Whitehall unless the do
minion premiers insist Upon representation, 
as Premier Mackenzie King has evidently 
done in the present Instance.
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ninions at Inter-A Hied Conference. m*Premier Ramsay MacDonald is to be 
congratulated upon having decided to in- 

Domtnlon . representatives on theelude
British delegation to the Inter-Allied Con

ference which Is at present meeting^ in j 
The lateness of the decision, !
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London.
made apparently at the eleventh hour, is 
an indication that some stiff opposition had 
to be overcome before the Dominions
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could be conceded the right to represen

tation.
•1
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In accordance with the resolution at 

the Imperial Conference in London last 
year, the British premier seemed bound to 
invite the dominions to send representa
tives. There* is no doubt, as he stated in
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’ the House of Commons at Westminster last : 
month, the premier desired to have the 
dominions associated with Great Britain as 
partners in everything that might be dis
cussed at the Inter-Allied Conference. But 
he cAme very near finding himself in the 
same position as Lord Curfcon in negotiating 
the LAusanne Treaty, which the parliament 
of Canada has since declined to ratify.

When the British premier announced in 
the House of Commons, last June 28, that 
an Inter-Allied Conference would be called, 
the former uhder-éecretary for foreign 
affairs, Rpnald McNeill, asked whethér, in 
view of the recent correspondence with 
Canada over the Lausanne Treaty, the 
dominions would be asked to participate 
In the Inter-Allied Conference. According 
to the Canadian Press report, Premier Mac
Donald, after consulting with J. H. Thomas, 
colonial secretary, said:’

As a matter of fact we are in com.- 
munication with the dominions now. . I 
think perhaps I had better give you assur
ance that, without committing myself to1 
details of what is to be done, the dominions 
will bè completely consulted so that they 
mey feel thèy are partners with us in 
everything we do.

When this news item appeared in 
Canadian newspapers next day, one of the 
Alberta members, Henry E. Spencer, asked 
the government it any comtnunlcatlon had 
been received "with reference to the Inter- 
Allied Conference to be called in London 
during July to give effect to the Dawes 
report.” Premier Mackenzie King replied 
that he had no doubt a communication 
would be.received in due course; but, he 
■aid:
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Up to the .present time, however, the 

government has received no communication 
from the British government with refer
ence to this conference.

Later replies recorded in Hansard would 
show that the Canadian government re
ceived no invitation to jsend a delegation, 
to the conference.
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