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Foreign actors star

Canadian film is grab-bag of politics
By BILL PERRY ^ satire

This week marks the largest into 7 someth spLic^to™ 
premiere of any Canadian movie to written by Trent andPDavid Main 

a.G'oodIdeaQ from a screenplay by Claude Harz.
The story is centered around the

>
^Time, which opens in 20 ................ ~™lcumuuiluuie

ÏSSÏSSJÎ^ÜÏ ““ ^.'"^«"«y.andthelov^ate
Directed by John Trent, it is the commercial artist and his eman- 

mcme winch is hkely to be ac- cipated ex-wife. While Anthony 
claimed as one of Canada’s best Newley gives

f.

relationship of a dissatisfied 
commercial artist and his eman- V

€é
comedy films, although it probably formance.'tlM quality of the acting 
temationaTscale WCl1 °n th® in‘ ?f 016 other characters diminishes 
teS50£Saq„l=k-a=.io„,slde. importance Ù,
sphttmg grab-bag of slapstick This is not so much because of 
politics, satirical miracles, witty their own ineptitude, but because of . -,
kîfnflh6’ iS1îUftl0n Slllintss ,and a the restrictions placed on them by . |fl 
lot of absolute tongue-in-cheek tom- the direction and the script. Rather É*

than real three-dimensional 
characters, tiiey appear as types 
fi.e. politicians, cops, hookers, 
mothers-in-law, etc).

This doesn’t make the film any 
less entertaining, but it is less 
memorable.

Much of the attraction of this film 
stems from the fact that it is

Duerrenmatt’s play, The Canadian Production. There
Physicists, appears from the ÎS!îtîa2ning !£enes of -
Theatre Plus production to be n°rthern p0ntario
rather a lightweight play, the toxis °? sPadina»
characters often being mere cars pîîtect” f8 Canadian, the film was processed sources. makinD fi1

SgET-ASET-
There is, however, a rather ~~ --------------------- blatantly foreign substance - the stars, American stars or Britishsinister importance which un- ZV>Cm/z» COn/n^f(^ - leading actors. Why? stars when I make a film Whin r

derhnes the events of the play ^OStTUC SCUlptUfB OH I//GW Trent who is partner and founder cast for a film, I only tryto do taro 
which makes the work worth of Quadrant Films (the company things: one is to make it the best
performing and attending. pf /I «4 responsible for this film) has way I can, and the other is to sell it

But director Marion Andre and ¥mL ¥ OTK r\tt KjCÊÜGrV directed three other films, besides to the largest market possible ”
aU but one actor in the play have RvKarimmiti wtv Z ^nbng and producing fro- films. He Trent’s film, while essentially
apparently opted for the light By KARIN MELNIK examples of animal, vegetable and that filmmakers have to pretty wrapping on an emrtv boxy
rather than the serious. The results ,lfYiork 8 Art Gallery opened last human forms of the Colima, make money in order to keep on is worth the effort and mone/ ’
are that most of the characters are Wednesday with its first exhibit—a Nayarit and Jalisco cultures share
created as if in a vacuum, which stimulating, albeit eclectic, with the tapestries a feeling for
doesn’t allow the underlying combination of Canadian-designed time and space,
connection between the characters contemporary tapestries, pre- Cosmic spatial qualities in the 
to emerge. Columbian terra-cotta sculptures tapestries are underlined by their

The whole evening was only a and classical music selections. titles which are names of planets
light tour-de-force. Seven tapestries and five screen based on Egyptian astronomy, and

One had to search carefully to prints by Fernand Leduc comprise by the choice of Gustav Holst’s The 
find Duerrenmatt’s serious vein, the focal point of the exhibit entitled Planets as background music, 
and find solace in the acting of Alan “LesSeptJours”. The theme of infinity and the
Scarfe, who was the only actor This somewhat underestimated Fyclical nature of life is also 
appearing to react to, listen to, and Canadian artist saw modem art “dierent in the sculptures. These 
watch the other actors. arrive in Quebec only thirty years ^ere the symbols involved in an-

Scarfe portrayed his character ago. His style developed from an c*en* death-cults — not as symbols 
with both humour and seriousness, illusionistic surrealism to a non- °* dea*b> but as symbols of eternal 
and if he did seem overly serious, it illusionistic abstraction of pictorial ™
was only because of the other ac- elements. The exhibit is effective and very
tors’lack of commitment. The tapestries now at York were f7rth,yhile in that it unleashes,

Because of the mis-directed commissioned in 1973 in Paris and trough the juxtaposition of various 
acting of the physicists, played by show a simple but dynamic use of artlftlc , ™edia’ the inherent 
Gerard Parkes, Eric House and colour and Une. The colom-s^Tthe ^tery behind the visual dialogue 
Alan Scarfe, and the female doctor tapestries are striking, varying in °fthe works- 
JSSj’ Phlpps’the sblister facts luminosity according to the fighting

Fvfr^ymn=rCTftt0thef?re- ■ conditi°ns to which they are sub- 
For the most part they are lost in jected, and seeming to resemble

Kriv nL E7C, Houstes’s flowing lava. Quivering lines seem 
lethargic portrayal of one of the to absorb the resiliency of the
jJjJJgSi f\d Jeander PbiPPs’ “molten” shades and are balanced 
superfmml interpretation of the by rigid lines.

** “* r°°‘ 01 “Wo tension arises from an
As a spectacle, however the !™tlC tand PJUTllt,ve interplay of 

production was competent.’ The 8 'rule ri,c and curved shapes.
fighting was excellent and the contain an fculptuaes
sound and costuming appropriate “ï t “Î ,interaal dlal°gue and a
for the play and wefitfined P conceptual logic that is dso implied

The Physicists ends its “ Leduc 8 work- These 
engagement at the St. Lawrence 
Centre on September 27.

3*
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The Physicists 
loses impact 
on Centre stage

By ROBIN BECKWITH

V -

1*0

Bfc:; ' -a
1are

luscious Stefanie Powers8because^? Seemed asone'of fh^hG°t°r ldea wiM probably be acclaim” 
Like a Good Idea at the Time. Excalibur reviewer °f the best Canadian comedies ever made.

un-

W.
: • .

■ .SL**»*,■§ *y *
«rçgf y v \C*1 %

*

IM i
\? À

m&smrm^J

•i

I-•'•llllliace....aej
life. É i

^ :

1 a£ l"
■ Vii èt a

/
^ ft Pays to deal with Specialists!^
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5307 YONGE ST.

1 viiriii'r McKci-1 A GREAT IDEA223-6700rare
55 Wyngold Avenue

(Glencairn & Dufferin)This
WeekI A telephone. 782 7658

Open:
11 A.M. -6 P.M.n Mon-Fri 

Sats. 9:30 A.M 1:30 P.M.
Â Everyone agrees it’s a Great Idea. 

Neatly new clothing at ridiculously 
pnces for the Canipus t rowd 
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TORONTO, CANADA 
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See us before you buy


