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The philosophy of a Political Realignment’

Some of U of A’s more politically-minded students
review Premier Manning's red-hot
best-seller and its underlying political concepts

By SYLVIA KROGH

Our premier, recently-turn-
ed author, has another claim
to add to his impressive list
of titles and executive posi-
tions. It was revealed by the
publication of the book “Po-
litical Realignment” that he
has a latent talent for writing
books as well.

“Generally, I was disap-
pointed in Premier Manning’s
book” said Gerry Ohlsen,
leader of the campus Liberal
Club.

“I don’t think he offered
anything really concrete in
terms of philosophy and sug-
gestions. The most interest-
ing part of the book was the
part on party organization.
However, he failed to set out
how his suggestions were to
be brought into practice, par-
ticularly finance. It is gen-
erally a statement of plati-
tudes. It is very unfortunate
that he has ignored the issue
of French Canada”.

“No one can disagree with
his lists of ideals and prin-
ciples. ‘They can be em-
bodied in all parties, and pre-
sently, play a role in all the
major parties,” Ohlsen added.

Bruce A. McLellan, presi-
dent of the campus New De-
mocratic Youth group also
thought the book was a dis-
appointment.

“Premier Manning outlines
ideals which are something

you can’t disagree with—
everyone agrees with freedom
of thought, action, etc. How-
ever, Premier Manning has
failed to define these terms
and show how to apply them.
How do these ideals tie in
with the economic and social
structure?”

Leader of the campus Social
Credit Club, Earl Scoville felt
that Premier Manning pur-
posely left suggestions for ap-
plication of these ideals. The
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“Premier Manning outlines
ideals which are something
you can’t disagre with—
everyone agrees with free-
dom of thought, action, etc.
However, Premier Manning
has failed to define these
terms and show how to
apply them. How .do these
ideals tie in with the econo-
mic and social structure?”

ideals are something to be
kept in mind while allowing
the people the initiative to
come up with their own pro-
grams. Premier Manning
wants us to develop them our-

selves. For example, he has
great faith in the youth as
displayed in his encouraging
of the young Social Credit
groups to produce resolutions
with no adult interference.
These can then be shown to
the seniors and if deemed ac-
ceptable, will be adopted by
them. -

“I hope Manning’s ideals
are practical but he doesn’t
know whether politicians will
allow themselves to be guided
by these ideals, “said Mr.
Scoville.

“If we don’t get some ideals
into politics, the world will be-
come progressively worse.
There is not enough stress in
living up to principles. We
may say these ideals but we
don’t practice them. Most po-
litical parties are not imple-
menting these ideals. I agree
with Premier Manning’s state-
ment that there is general dis-
satisfaction with political par-
ties today”.

Was Premier Manning mak-
ing excuses for the apathy
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and indifference of Canadian
people in regard to politics by
placing the blame on politi-
cians who ‘have seldom ap-
pealed seriously to the people
in recent times on the grounds
of principles or practical idea-
lism’ (p. 31)? Gerry Ohlsen
replied, “Citizens are not
apathetic, or this book would
not sell like it has been. People
are satisfied with the present
government and become more
involved when they are not”.

“Politicians will respond to
the people. If people are
apathetic, politicians will tend
to be the same”, declared Mur-
ray Sigler, leader of the cam-
pus Progressive Conservative
Club. “If politicians have act-
ed inefficiently in the past, it
is the fault of the people who
have not maintained an active
interest in politics. Politicians
also have a moral obligation to
the people. If they are not
acting in the public interest,
they are violating their man-
date”.

“There is not a high degree
of political awareness in this
country,” asserted Bruce Mc-
Lellan.

“It is in the interests of po-
litical Conservatives and Li-
berals not to have too much
political interest because that
would produce questioning
which would require change.
In fact, the mass media are
controlled by the production-
distribution controls in our
society, resulting in the ten-
dency not to question the
foundations of our society”.

Bruce McLelland did not
believe that Premier Man-
ning’s book was the center
and subject of debate and
therefore, it is not wvalid to

“I hope Manning’s ideals
are practcal but he doesn’t
know whether politicians
will allow themselves to be
guided by these ideals.”

make it so. The book does
not present that much of a
challenge to Canadians.

Murray Sigler also agreed
that the book was not an is-
sue of controversey.

“The book itself cannot put
stamina into polities. It will
be well read for a political
book but won’t have a pro-
found effect, especially not
immediately. However, it can
be a rough guideline for the
future of the political climate
in Canada dictates the neces-
sity for such change,” said
Murray Sigler.

The campus Social Credit
leader claimed the book has

caused great controversey.
Three thousand copies were
sent to interested people, 15,
000 copies were sold in the
first two weeks, 25,000 copies
sold to date. It is not pos-
sible to predict what the Ca-
nadian people will do, but
since a large number of Al-
bertans are interested in the
future of Canada, they will
read it, he said.

Bruce McLellan did not be-
lieve that the Social Conser-
vative party was feasible or
practical.

The capitalist system rein-
forces the injustices of society.
Society produces wealth and
achievements which become
the private property of a.small
group of people. According
to the humanitarian socialist
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“Manning is unrealistic
about the nature of Canadian
politics since he wants the
Conservative party as op-
posed to the Liberal party.
Premier Manning’s Social
Conservative party is the
conservative position dressed
up in humanitarian terms to
make it more palatible.”

ideal, no man is a means to
another’s end. However, in a
capitalist society, the worker
is the capitalist’s means to an
end. Labor is a commodity.
A social relation exists where
one man (worker) is exploit-
ed. The humanitarian aspect
is not possible in a society in
which capitalism exploits
workers. Therefore, it is not
possible for the humanitarian
socialist ideals to be achieved
in a capitalist society as pro-
posed by Manning in the
Social Conservative party.”

“The record of Social Credit
is not a record of the ideals
as stated in Manning’s book.
A recent example is the ar-
rogance displayed by Dr. Ross
when he refused to allow Dr.
Van Stok, a respected physi-
cian on government property.
What happened to his social
ideals and concepts of free-
dom?”

“The two party system is a
non-effective system of demo-
cracy. The multi-party system
is more effective and allows
for more dissention. The ri-
gid two party system as ad-
vocated by Manning tends to
maintain the status quo and
stifle social change. I would
like to see clearer distinctions
between political parties.”

Murray Sigler believed that
the idea of revitalizing our po-
litical structure was very good
since federal politics have not
accomplished much since 1962
because no party has been able
to obtain a majority. The
greatest problem has been re-
gionalism. The real answer to
the problems of the federal
government is not political re-
alignment but building a
strong federation with more
emphasis on strong central
government and less stress on
regional interests. People
should think in terms of Can-



