
THE FORTY-NINER

TH1E FIRST TRICK IN TH1E
TRENCHES.

XVe were tyiiig auoîiuid o1 ai) o'd barnî tlour,
Just smnokinîg aîîd takiîîg our pileasure,

Anîd no oie wuuld thiîuk froni wîat, lic saw
Thiat thle morii was (lie cind of our lcîsisuî

But the whisper liad just gotie round th lienx,
"We're off tu the trenches to îuuorrow"

Auid oui' thoughts becaîne s(>ber auîd serions
t heul,

Tliougl tliere was no sigîl cf sorrow.

In tlue early inorn, witlh our haruess on1,
We were ready to call ou Friiz,

So we lut the road with a siiatch, of son-g,
Tlîouçgli we inay have feit like "two-Ibits,,.'

A shattered villa," we reaclied at, length,
Not a cottage left (large or small),'But a sombre wit on a wall had writ

"Krupp Aveinue '' that was all.

.And t lie ruins of Ypres iîow loonîed io
view,

As we hîurriedly marclied along,
And tiîei we kiicw tliat our trampj ivas

through,
As we hieard the salient's song.

Over there tAie crack of machine glu,
And hiere the sniper's lone shot,

While the roar of " sausage " and rifle
grenadce

Would sometinues rinîg o'cr the lot.
For these are the notes the salient sîiugs

As the days go drearily by,
And the star sheils are the cold spotlights

'Neath which. meni live aîîd die.
C.ý F. F.

THE BACKBONE 0F THE ARMY.
A PROPESSIONAL TRIBUTE TO THE N C.G.

T is written that on the seventh
day man shial do no mamier of
work, nor bis servant, nor bis ox,
uior anything that is his. This law
is in tnte main rigidly obser-ved by
men and womn in ail stations of'

life. There is, however, une no~table excep-
tion. The British non-commissioned officer
works tnt oniy on the sevenffh day, but very
ofven far into the night of it. lie îîust work,
and work, and when lie lias flnished onîe job

]îýý înust looký for aniotiier. lIt is niot ofteni t hai,
ý_nie fiîîds t he _N.C.0. iookiîig for work. Wcoi kç
flics I o hiiin as if lie were a itiagnet. But lie
15 very ofteci t o bc foiiuîd lookitig for t rouble

-trou'ble for idie liaiids, tbl is.
'lucre iiever was aLr uer sayiiig thaii thlat

thli sergeatît is thecb4kmî of thr Brit is h
Arill'. lie aiwîys, lias beeui, aiid hie always
w iii be. Usually drawn front the saine claisses
as te mecnîc he coninuîainds, in ail casýes Lavi îîg
uîîdergoîîe thei saîine experienues iii thLe ra îiI s
a- the y have, lie is naturally fitIed to be
the go-bet.weeîî of lis officers aîîd lus ii.
A good N.C.O. is just as valuable io a colio-
pa iiy as au efficieîîî colonel is t o a baýtftilioni
îii t iîuî hc will 1) b roioted coînl);iv ser-

gen 'joer, wlîeîî lus positio 101wil1 be very
îîîuch tlie saine towards bis coîîîpiuay cern-
îîuauder as t he adjut aît 's is t o his coloinel.
Fron (oipaiiy scrgeaniitîajor there is ooly
oiue steji Io reginuental scrgeaîît-mnajor, wliese
post is usually filled'by that N.C.O. wlio coiin
binîes ail the quialificationis necesý.sary for thle
vaurions ranks t lîrougli whicu lue lis pasied.

IN THE "SALIENT."

N

RUNNER:-" Not rnuch use of takin' cover'ere
1 guess."l


