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Topice of the Dar

L ATF cables annouince thait Si~r Wilfrid Laurier and
the l-ion. Mnr. Fielding will this week confer witlî
the authorities of France on trade relations, and

that Sir Wilfrid wîll then go on to Italy, there to discuss
matters of mutual interest wîth the governiment of that
country. Is this not somewhat remankable ? What is
Downing Street thinking of that it allows colonial mnis-
ters to discuss matters at first hand with foreign author-
îties ? ilas it forgotten that, when the laite Sir A. T.
Gait was Canadian lligh Commîissioner less than thirty
years ago, it refuised 'to allow him, to bic presenit at
negotiationsý with foreigli govenniments relating to Cana-
dian trade ?

The truth of the matter apparentlv is that Downing
Street is gaining, in commun sense and colonial repre-
sentatîves are gaining in reputation. It lias riot always
heen quite sure what would happen if such innovations
were permÎtted, but vanîous experinients have neassured
it. Sir Charles Tuplier assisted directlv ini the niegotia-
tions leading up to the treaty betweex Spain and Caniada
and also to the Franco-Canadian treaty of 1893ý. More-
over, the colonies are demnand-
ing and securing a greater voice
in tbhýir "foreign" relations,.
They are beinçt treated lvss ats
children and moreý as equals,
less as colo'nies an ii orv as
federated or attached nations.
The bonds of Empire are

%* strenglthened bv such conlcVs-
sions. i i

It is worthy of note that
-while these events were pro-

ceeingin uroeCanada was
celebratiin, V'ictoria Day with a
fervour never before equajlled.
.\] sorts of econio2iumsll,, wert'
puissed uiponl the Emipire, its,
sovere'ign and its statesmni
Canianii v'outhl, of aIl ages, ini
c* evry p ro',Inlcc, weru difly ini-
pressed byv speLakers froin t-,ri
Ouis wa1lks of hife that thley mlust
bear truc ileiac to the Brit-
ish crown. 1The 24th of 'May is
a national holiday and it wkis
pcrhuptls llever qite so impir Lai
as it wais this year. E-xtetnded-

self-government docs but inicrease the
thie sinle timie adding to the naýtional;1

The Empress of India
from Yok

imiperiail spirit, at

The latest reports from in Maniitobak maýintain1 that a,-
miost as great an ,icreaige wvill 1be sown ith Aheat this
year as last. This is enicouiragillg if srityaccurate.
The West seldomi Ioses iti Opportiuity of sayiing a good,
word for itself and hence ail these statemnents muniit lie
taken in inoderate doses. If the acreage sown is as
great as hast, both the Wvst and the Eatst inay rejoice
that Nature's forbiddinig countenance duning the past few
weeks lias not heeýn attended with serions resuits.

Last week it looked as if the lonrshoremns stike in
Montreal had petered Ont. Monday's news was less re-
akssuring in a way. The deinands for increased wages
have been mnade again, but this turne the rnen'are makinLr
use of the ]Iemieu3c Law and are asking- for a board of
arbitration. This is somnewhat distuirbing to the ship-
pin g interests, but it is a better state ofaflairs, than a
prolonged, hard-headed strike.

The Leinueux Law is aIso being tested by the Spring-

bil inirncrs, and a commission is now sitting to arbitrate
the dificrences bctween the Cumberland IRai1way & Coal
Cornpany and its ernployees. It will bc rememl>ered that
the inen went ont, but when informed that they were
hreaking the law by so doing, thev went back to work
pendïiîg an investigation.

The 'longsboremen of Hialifax are also asking for an
inecase in wages of live cents an hour. About unie thon-
sand meni are involved.

The opinion witb egr to Cobalt stocks seeins to l)e
decidedlv varied just now. Some of the Toronto and
New York brokers hase been selling "short" and as a
consequence the prices in the open mnarket have declined.
Nipîssing stands now at i i d as against i 2.8o six weeks
ago simiLxiy Silver Queen has declined from, i.50 to
1.24 renMhnfrom .73 to .62 ;Trethewey froni 1.26
to 1.o05, McKinley from 1.55 to .75 and Foster frorn. 1.401
tO 1.07. Tbe probable explanation is that the brokers
realise that the public is short of money, that there are
plenty of people with a little mining stock who can bîe
frightened, and tis is a good time to make money seli-
ing "short.'" A few months ago they werc making

money booming the saine stocks
on which they are now making
short sales.

The lesson to be learned is an
old one, namely that the broker
and his confidantes are always
ready to fleece the "lamb."
They get the earliest informa-
tion and know the conditions of
the market înnch better thai
the ordinary investor.

Then again, certain brokers
are using the daily papers to
advertise mining stocks that
arc absolutely worthless. There
aire at leas a dozen on the
iiarket selling froni six to
twevnty-lîve cents that are value-
1lss. Large Stans are lîeing
niaýde out of these advertise,-
niients, some brokers havii'r
"cIeatnedl up" half a million dol-
lars already. Two or three mil-
lion dollars' worth, on a con-
servati 've estimate, of worthless

arrivîng at Victoria stock has alreadv bewîi dis-
ohama. posed of to smàaU investors.

These kindly gentlemen are now
sending agrents to London, to con6nue the work there.
The brokers and the newspapers are making monex', and
the sinaîl investor may go hang. It is the old story
again.

Dominion Square in Montreal, though not a large
area, is becoming a notable and attractive spot. Situat-
cd as it is in the middle of the greatest city in Canada,
it is proper that it should be ornamiented wiîth somte of
Canada's greatest national 'monuments. Therefore it is
fitting that the monument to the $Strathcona Horse
shonld be erected at that partîcular point, At the un-
veiling, the inipressîve siglit was wfÎtnessed of soldiers of
two races marching shoulder to shoulder, a spectacle
whicb spealcs volumes for the toue of the national spirit.

It looks as if Canada has entered upon a mineral cra.
The Iatest province heard from is Manitoba, which s4ends
a cheerful despatch to the effeet that iron ore assayiiiwy
sixty-one per cent. hemnatite lias been discovered near
Rolin in Boggy Creek. The fortunate prospectors arc
Mýr. M. J. Galvin, Toronto, and Mr. T. Wagner,- nephew
of Senator M'agner of Bufialo.
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