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sibie for the black mood that liaa
superseded the phase of ultra-excite-
ment. The Count's words meant so
miucli, and the manner in whIch they
were dellvered implied so mucli more.
He couid net drink and lie could not
amoke-be tried to pray. And the
words of his supplication, confusedly
begotten, thickly breathed, were the
words of the Gount's toast--"The
King's better liealtli. God save the
King!"

CHAPTER IL.

The Meat Market.

F OR acoisiderable time theYon

his armn-chair, gazing vacantly at the
card-strewn table, the empty tumblers,
and the debris of a convivial gather-
ing which bad already lest even the
appearance of festivity.

Was the King of Grimland stricken
hy some secret malady whicb threat-
ened bis life wlth sppedy and Ixievi-
table extinction?

It seemed so, to judge from. Tor-
tenforma's grave manner and his pro-
jected visit of the morrow. And the
mere thouglit evoked in Fritz's breast
a feeling o! grief, deep and true and
genuine, despite the fumes of wine
that robbed lits braixi of clear thouglit
and is limbs cf d1sclplixied move-
ment

Lover of wixie axid cards and pleas-
ure, reveller ln the flotous ioys of
gllded youtli, Fritz o! Friedrldhsheim
was no mers empty-headed voluptuary
wltli the barren creed o! '"after me
the deluge." He loved bis country
and has oountry's king. KanI XXII.
was the hero o! one who was by na-
ture something of a bero-worshipper.
The big, good-xiatured, lazy-looking
monarcli bad on more than one occa-
sion displayed the îron hand wlthln
the velvet glove. The most genlal and
urbane of men, lie bail shown a bull-
dog tenaclty when forces liad been
arrayed agaixist hlm whieh would have
swept an ordinary mani headlong fromn
bis place. Easy-goixig and apparently
careless, be lied exhiblted a prudence,
a coolness, a cunxilng even, whidb no
one but the, shrewdest of character-
readers could have suspected hlm o!
possessing. And he liad triumphed
over rebellion, -over sedition, over un-
popularlty, and li the hour o! victory
had dlsplayed magnanimity and state-
craft o! no mean order. The resuIt
was a stabllity of goverximent rare lni
that turbulent land, an era o! pros-
perity anid content that opened up
visions o! a greater Gnlmland and a
new factor for peace and justice in
the councils o! Europe. And Fritz
loved bis sovereigxi for bis strengtb,
for bis wisdoxn, anid his urbanlty. He
loved hlm for lis broadmlndedness
and bis deniocratic tendencies. Hie
belleved that wlth time and Karl's
help those reformns would lie Intro-
duced !inte the constitution whilh
would put tbe monarcby on a firmer
basis and raise the wbeole country te
a higlier plane of social and economio

waf,,rg i'ne. fletais these for one

Hie, Fritz, was an aristocrat, of birtli
equal te the best ln the kingdom, of
wealth equal to the richest, and yet
beloved by the people because lie
cliampioned their riglits and believed
ln the broad-basing o! power. And
now wiexi lie wished to think, thouglit
refused to proceed clearly and clsanly,
because the thouglit machine was
clogged witli the villainous poison
miscalled "good dheer."

Wlth an effort lie rose from. lis
chair. There was a syphon on the
sideboard, and lis fiiled hal! a tumbler
witli soda-water, and poured the prlng-
ling gassy fiuid down lis hot throat.
The action was more heroic ithan
effectual, and lie was painfully con-
scious that offsnded Nature does not
forgive readily or graciously. He
opened the double window that looked
ont on the Gerade-strasse, and the
damp. cold wind of a Weldenbruck
nigbt struck hlm fresbly on bis fore-
head. It dld hlm good, mucb more
good than the soda.water, and lie re-
solved to go out. Freali air and exer-
cise would work off the cloylng, drug-
glng stupor that made a naturally
acute brain a inere conglomeratlon of
fuddled celîis. Hie struggled Into an
overcoat, crammed a hat over bis
brows, and shambled down the stairs.

Tlie air of the street met hlm witla
a friendly gust of lce-cold wind. Âny-
one else would have feit coid, for the
temperature was iust on !reezing
point, and the wind was laden witli
moisture fromn the yet unfrozen Nie-
derkessel; but Fritz was bot witb the
feverisli heat of a vinons excess fer-
xnentlng in Young blood. Hie advanced
witli erratic footisteps down the old-
fashioned Geradle-strasse, biccuping a
"1good niglit" to the policeman at the
corner who was almost the only deni-
zen of the streets at that laite hour.
Down the broad Bahnbo!-strasse lie
plunged, and here a buffet of nlpplig
wind caused hlm to buitton bis fiapping
overcoat over lis dress-sbirt front,
albeit the buttons were fitted 'Onte
buttonholes neyer intended by the ex-
cellent Engliali tallor wlio made the
garmexits of the Baron of Friedrichi-
sbeim.

'ON lie walked, witbout destination
or purpose, save to cool lis blood.

clear bis braîn, and some Fate bade
hlm bend bis uxisteady gait dewxi a
side street leading te the poverty axid
crime-ridden district e!f the Morast.

It -was none too se! e a quarter for
a young man lin lis condition to pene-
traite, but among the many things thet
Fritz knew, fear was not onie o! them.
There were a few figures visible bei ý,
ragged wenderers of both sexes, out
for no good, muffled forms avolding
thie rare street lanips, nigbt-birds o!
lîl-omexi and sînister habits, objects
ellnging to the shadows and sbunn1n,ý
scrutiny>. Fritz had a geulal "good
night" for aIl, for bis naturel polite-
ness wes not dimmed either by lis
potations or bis mental anxiety. Some-
times lie got a surprised "good niglit"
In reply, sometimes a curse, some-

times only silence. Hie dld net lIn the
least mind whicb.

Presexitly be came to a vast tron
anid glass building wbicb stood iu a
considerable onen space. It wss the
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