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A Shelter Beit of Trees for Every Prairie Farmi
How to Make Tree Planting Successful under Conditions of Limnited Moisture-How to keep

down Grass--Somne Common Difficulties and their Solution.

By Archibald Michell, Western Lecturer of he Canadian Foresiry Association

IT SHOULD flot be difficuit for us to
understand how necessary it is for us
to have belts of trees to shelter Our

homes and playgrounds on the Prairie.
This Prairie is very baie, and high

winds often sweep over it ýmaking it very
unple'asant sometimes for t~he people'liv-
izig threre.

Trees are the means nature has provid-
cd for breaking Up these winds, and as
fast *as she can, nature is covering the
Prairie ýwith trees. Further North and
East, this tree coverifiz is quite general,
the whole country being almost cntirely
under trees, -and as you would expect, the
winds there are neither se hilgh or so fre-
quent as we find them eut in the open.

This natural tree covering hlas spread
very rapidly anto the Prairie in the last
ten or twelve years andthousands of littie
bluffs of native popular are now to be
feund in many districts where formerly
there were nane. The reason, is flot far
to seek for -the people who have corne
to live there during these years have kept
the fires down which used to run ail oveýr
the country nearly every year, 'burnins
the grass and the littie bluffs just about
as soon as theyhlad got well starteci.

We do not lcnow how far this, natural
trce oovering would spread, but $0 far as
we have seen, there does not seem to be
any reason 'ta doubt that if human Popu-
lation moved eut the výhgYle. Prairie would
in time become almost entircly covered,
the same as in the North, if the fires were
kept from burning as they used to do be-
fore 'the settiers came in.

This natural tree-coverini would pos-

sibY take hundreds of years 'to accem-
Whh but as the trees would interfere wiIth

out fiarming,,it will neyer of course be al-
lowed to be* con>plcted.

SAt the eame time it is good to kno'w
that trees will grow natuially if they are

Saskatchewan bals miade excellent prgr' in the beaut Ifng «f chool grounds wlth trees
andshrbs.Thee aeoublie .du.ai.»n Influences ,,. a butiful tree-enclosed play-

ground which no pile of text books cabi rival.

given a dhance, when we, are thinking of
planting trees. We know we, 'Aed" net
fail if we go about the businese theight
way.

one very encouraging thina-the last
few years have taught us is that, even if,
we did flot have namnfal!enough'fer grain
crops during ýthese yearit, we had eidouih
for trees. If we-bad-iiet,;thenal the
trees on the Prairie Niud have: cfied, býoth
those grewn by 'nature agsithbrse planted
by man. But %ýe.,kcwtheY have not3
and ithere are tir usands .of trees living
today that have withstood, 'the dry ymirs.
No 'doubt some -of you will remeinhèît
having seen mafl7. plaaited treex-,ich
have died during the dry yeais, bu -heré
is 'always- -another reasoiV somewhere.
They clied net because enough inoisture
in the shape of snow or rain did-nt fail.
That was not the reasaoi. Enough ramn
feil, but the reason the &tres'died was be-
cause the inost of the rainfail was lest
before the trees could use it.

The mention of the conservation, or
saving of meisture immediately suggests
the question, -"how do we lose it ?, a 'nd
the aniswer is very simple and easy ta
undertand'for it is lest almost entirely
throutgh the action of the sun and thé
wînd. -Everybody has seen wet clothes
hung ou Ôûn. ý, the fines, and you have ail
seen -how quickly the sun will take up the
ineisture'and dry the clothes.
. Some of you ne doubt 'have aIea notic-

ed. that the drying takes place much
quicker on a breezy day, showing that
the wind has çi great deal te do with drýr-
ing Up the moisture. If this is true in the
diying of clothes, it is aIea truc ini the
drying of the Prairie soil'and in aur tree
planting it should be very natural ta. con-
clude that if we could keep 'the sun and
the wind away from the soul in which the
trees are growing, there would be a far
better chance for them ta have eneugh
moisture ta enable them, te live.

We ind ýthis ie quite true, se truc in-
deed, that the whole success of tree -grow-
ing depends on it. Those of you who have

Ailother vlew of Mr. Lucas' shelteür belt fi
Cayley.


