28"

Canada on the 1st of July*1870 ‘stiting that while: there could be no objection to the
proposed Bill, - making- publlcatlon in “the Colony equivalent to publication in the
United Kmordom, taking into consideration the suggested repeal ‘of  the Tmperial Copy-
right ‘Act of 1847, it was bighly inexpedient-that legls]atlon should take place at that
tmle
“Lora Kimberley requeésted the- Govemor-General of* Canada fon- the 29th July 1870
to'forward tc him‘a full statement of the views of the"Canadian- Government ou* the
question, in ordér that'it might be considered hefore ‘the next' Session. """ LR
Accordingly, on the 30th November 1870, a joint report of the Mmlsters of F nance
and Agriculture was ‘adopted by his’ Excellency in Councxl the substance of Wh]Ch is
contained in what here follows:— - - . SR
‘“ What the undersigned: would venture to° suggest 1s,° th‘lt the duty on the’ reprmte of
books first published cither in Great Britain or its dependenmes, when ‘imported from
foreign” countries, should' be! matenally mcreasea ‘and*that it “should be*levied in all
cases for the benéfit of the ‘aathor ‘or owner of' the. copyrwht should such exist ; and
that to prevent evasion of the law a: decla1at10n ‘shonld be required . from lmporters that
any works which they misy claim to import frée of such’ daty' have never been published
either in' Great Brifain “or’ British dependencies’; that' foreign reprints of works pub-
jished in Canada should be wholly prohibited ;- that any” author publlshmrr in ‘Canada
should be, as at présent; piotécted in*his copyrlrrht bat: that, unless British copyright
works should be pubhshed concurrently in Canada, licensed Canadian publishers’ should
be allowed ‘to’ publish, paying, for -the "bénefit of the author or’ owiier' of the English
copyright, an excise duty, which " could‘'bé collected by “means’ of stanps as eaqu as
other duties of a similar kind. *~The undersighied have no‘doubt that such a scheme as
that which they have suggested -could* be ‘carried ints- practical ‘effect with great
advantage to the Englleh authors, who, as 3 rule, would sell their copyrwhts for Canada ‘
to Canadian publishers. * Jt'is true that British publishers would not gain that Colonial
¢irculation which they have long tried to obtain’ without .success ; ‘but it is vain for them .
to expect’ that'the expensive’ edmom pubhshed in England can meet a sale in any part‘
of the “A'merican continent, 7 ' UGS Gt
<% The! underswned therefore, recommend that youl Excellency should acquaint Her
MaJest) st Prmmpal becxetary of btate‘for the’ Colonies “that- there is“no. probability of
the Dominion Parliament consenting t¢ ahy meusute ‘for ‘enforcing British copyright in
Cuniada uhless'it prov1des for local’ publlcatlon t-and-that, while’ the Canadian” ‘Govern- -
ment will: be réady -t6” ifitroduce a’'measure’ that “Wwill'* be: of - great“advantage’ ‘to ' British’
authors, 'they must, in tteference’ to forelgn reprmts, have regard to the mterests of
Canadlan as'well as‘of British pubhshers SIS R SR
“In"1872, the: Government of Canada were' S'Llll WlthOllt a’ deﬁmte 1eply to the requcst
which ‘had ‘beén‘made’ by thé*~Addréss*of the Senaté’in’-1868; and which had-been
reserved, ‘as ‘above stated,: by ‘Her® Ma]estv s Govérnment until further information could
be rrathened and unt11 the ‘result of Tiégotiations with the United: States might be kuown
" On ‘the* 1 4bli'of £ May“of-that’ year ‘the’ following report of -a'Committee Tof the Prlvy
Council of Canada was approved of by the Governor-General and trapsmitted === -
~ “Ona Memot‘andum, ‘dated 10th” Mav 1872, from" the *Honourable' the - Mmlsters of
Finance and’ Agriculture;: reportmg that ‘fiuch ‘anxiety has ‘been mianifested by Houses
of the- Canadlan Parliament on° thle'unsatisfactory'stite of the Impetial Copyright Act ;
that, as no reply has*yet béen’ ‘received to’ the' anproved Report of the- Commlttee of the
any Council, dated"1 st December - 1870, they ‘think it desirablé'‘that the attentxon of
I-Ier Majesty’s’ Government ‘should agdin becalled to'the sxleect ‘
T hat they havé Tedson to believe that algosd deal ‘of ‘discussion has’ ftaken place in
Env]and among the’ partnesnnterested i’ copvrxrrht and-thit the- result:of that discussion
hiE ‘beer cons1derable 'accession’ to' ‘the“ranks -of those- who are T favour of'J"the
ploposxtlon submltted by’ them 'in ‘the'teport ‘alieady veferred go: i it we
“That it is appalent that the class which alone has 2 Just clalm to" protectzon‘ v1z .
authors ‘have’at” length ‘been convmcéd’-that" theif” intérests are' ot ’promoted by the |
~mainienance of the present‘systém AVOI] B AEE Wi e ‘
“siePHaE it 3s no doubt‘rtruei that~the 'prmc1pe1J ‘ownersCof copynght ar Athe London“
publishers, blit‘ it'is; theystatd; equall irietthat thoseipubhshers ‘hiive never-paid tothe
~ authors one single pouud more for their copyrights in view of circalatioii!in ‘Canada. "'+’
& ‘“‘That it cannotx be- demed that the‘Canhdlan demand forw concul"ent pubhctltlon in

"‘:r‘,

>, of' ¢opy
preéent éystem, W"blch‘ it wholly‘mdefensxble and whlch g objected to; a§ well by the
:Enghshipubllshers as by tHe ‘Canadidn’ publ:aliér ‘the* latter are treated Wlth"the'rrreatest ,
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