
Dominion Gyovernment in this spirit. The impossibility of continuous steam communi-
cation ini mid-winter has been fully demonstrated, as pointed out by Messrs. MeLelan
aid Campbell, but the efforts of the Dominion bave been so far successful as to reduce
the period of interruption to ait average of one-third of what it was previous to the
Union. Messrs. Sullivan and Ferguson say that the "INorthern Light " is not suitable
for the se.rvice, and was not specially designed for the work. They apparently forget
tlat in ihe joint address to the Governor-General from the Legislative Conucil and
House of Asseibly in 1881, this sanie vessel is spoken of as having been " constructed
expressly for the work, and placed upon the route," although complaint was made of
the irregular and unsatisfactory trips she made. Upon this point Messrs. MeLelan
and Camphell say:-" The Dominion Governinent, after a most careful and anxious

"nquiry, contracted with a Mr. Sewell, of Quebec. to coniplete a powerful steamer on
a model specially designed for ice service. In Deceuber 1876 this steamer, named

" the - Northerin Light,' was coinpleted and placed upon the route between Pictou and
Ciarlottetowin, and has been imaintained each winter to date at an aggregate cost,
inucluding construnction, of S249,956,57."
No representation appears to have beci made in tlLe matter to the Dominion

Governient initil 81lalthough the INortiern Light " was put on in 1876. Messrs.
Sullivan and Ferguson state the average period the vessel is unavailable during the
winter as 70 days: in the Address to Her Majesty 64 days is given, and the Parlia-
mentarv Committec at Ottawa in 1883 gave 48 days as the average. The latter also
said in their report. that "Ite daily records kept by the captain of the 'Northern

Light,' and the testimoiny given by the officers show that the heavy ice encountered
was the cause that comnpelled him to discontinue crossing in, mid-winter; " and

further, that ' lie evidence of the officers examined is also to the effect that the
steamer is not sificient to overcome the diticulties of the winter navigation, and
although they suggest slight improvenients on ber model, which would better fit her
for the puîrposes for which she was intended, still are unanimously of opinion that
no steaislhip can be built capable of keeping up continuous communication in mid-
winter between the island and the nainland." They add, Il We examined personally
several gentilenI of hirge pacLical experience in crossing from the island in the
-winter season, all of whon confirmn the above, and whose evidence is hereto
"tppendbd." Tlis Cominittee consisted of three representatives from Prince Edward

Islaud, and two fromt the mainlaid, and surely their opinions are worthy of credence,
and justify the contention of the Dominion Government that the utmost bas been
donc to carry out the terms unîder which tlie island entered the Union. : Messrs.
McLelau and Canipbell iii their report also say. "If continuous steam communication
" has not been maintained, it is certainly not because the Dominion Governinent

sougLIht to avoid expense. The 'Northern Light' is as large and as powerful a
steamer as experience in Arctie exploration bas proved advisable, and she is kept
on full expense, equipped and ready to run at all times during the entire winter,

" and, were it possible to (o so, no additional expense would be incurred, except for
" fuel, whilst the cost of the ice-boat service would be saved, and the construction of
" railways, piers, and boat-houses to and at Capes Traverse and Tormentine, rendered
"uiiecessary." The Government have, it may be added, spent, or are committed to
spend, about S951,698 in connexiou witb the communication between Prince Edward
Island and the mainland. The remainder of the rejoinder addressed to Lord Granville
refers to other matters., sonie of which do not directly refer to the questions at
issue.

Messrs. Sullivan and Ferguson call attention to the speech of Sir Alexander Campbell
in the Senate in 1884, respecting the provision of one of the lighthouse steamers to
supplenient the " Northern Light " during the winter, vhich certainly seems to have
been promised. Considei.ing the narrowness of the Strait, it appears doubtful if a
second steamer would be of much advantage, but in any case there is no mention
of the matter in the papers in the possession of the High Commissioner for
Canada.

They admit, as Messrs. McLelan and Campbell contended, that a railway to :Cape
Traverse had been built and a pier constructed, although stating that the latter requires
some alterations; also that the railway to Cape Tormentine is' being made with- the
aid of a large subsidy from the Dominion Government. - Complaint is made that
although. an appropriation has been made for a pier at Cape Tormentine, its construo-
tion has not yet been commenced. But the Dominion Government have said-that-it
will be built, and no doubt the delay is owing to the time*taken in -laying thetai1way
with which it will be connected.,


