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came expressly to found a new city, which was
to be dedicated to the Mother of God, on the
isle of Montreal-that he had not the least idea
of changing his original plan-and finally, that
unless he lost his life, he would execute his com-
mission. It was impossible to gainsay him, and
the assembly dissolved without deciding on any
thing. De Maisonneuve contented himself with
sending some of his party to Montreal to cut
down trees during the winter, that they might
have a cleared section of land to work on in
spring. He and the rest of the colonists passed
the season quietly in their tents at Quebec, await-
ing the arrival of fine weather, and the breaking
up of the ice.

In the month of May, as soon as the river was
open to navigation, they were again in readiness
to move on, and Governor Montmagni expressed
a strong desire to accompany them. De Maison-
neuve invited the Jesuit missionaries, Simon and
Poncet, to go with them and bless the site of the
new city, and take charge of the church they in-
tended to erect when circumstances permitted.
As there was no road through the country, and
no settlements along the river between Montreal
and Quebec, the journey was long, and everywhere
beset with difficulties, so that they did not arrive
at their destination until the 17th of May. Then
they encamped, and called the neck of land at
the mouth of the little river " Pointe à Calierès,"


