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ultilliatelv bc the trateway of tlie great Pacific systeni. His interest
in trans-contitiental communication iievdr ceased froili tliat time. In

187 1-72, being still interesteci in sonie degree in the Cartacla Celitral, lie
urged upon Sir Hugli Alhan the project of constructing the Canadizin

Pacific Railway, and lie was actively etigaged with Sir 1-lugli as pro-
visional director, %vlien a comparly was fornied by that ý-eiit]eman.
'l'lie object of this was, in the first place, to secure its anialgamatioli

with die correspoilding company orirýiiiizecl iii Toronto by file [loti.
Sir David Macpherson, and, afterwards, iii the formation of the coni-

party whicli made the first attempt in Englatict t* raise nioney for the
construction od' the Catiaclian Pacifie Railway.

Mr. Abbott mis mie of the delegation of fotir,-cotiiposed of Sir
Hugli Allan, the Hon. Adams Archibald, Nhýjor Walker, and h illlself*,

-which visited lý'Ilý-illild il' 1874, for the purpose of floating die bonds
of the railway under the charter granteci by Sir joliti Macdonald's

Goveriiiiient iii duit year. In june, the delegation succeeded ili pro-
curincy the si-nature of the late Baron Strousberg to a prelimiiiarv
agreement for the construction of the line. That agreement, the

negotiations for whicli Nvere Icept private, was imniediatel), cabled to
Canada, and, the next clay, Mr. l4untingdon made a statement, il) the

Hotise of Comnions, whicli was tlie inception of' what is tistially
referrect to as the Pacifie Railway Scandal. The attack tlitis inade
upon die Government and tipoti the enterprise caused Baron Strous-
berg to abandon imniediately the preliniinary agreement tliat had been
made, and the delegation returned to Catiada unsuccessful in their
mission. Stibseqtieiit events are %vell known to every Cailadiali.

After a stormy session, a committee was appointed Nvitli power to
examine witnesses under oath, but the law officers of the Crown
liaving determined that this power was not legilly justified, a coni-
mission was instituted to enquin into the allegations of Mr. Htiliting
don. After a long investigation, the committee reported, Parliament

was called together, atici, affer a debate of sortie weeks, the Govern-
ment of Sir j ohn Macdonald resigtied office in October, 1873.

In tiiis affair, Mr. Abbott had sonie prominence, as the confidell-
tial legal adviser of Sir Hugh Allan, and in that cap«tcity lie became

coý,-tlizant of sonie of the transactions which were complaitied of by
Mr. Huritincyclon between Sir Hti-h Allait and the Goveniment. He
wils present on the occasion of the request of the late Sir Georges


