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MORALITY AND RELIGION OF

' ENGLAND.

(From the Melropolitan.)

The controversy between Catholicism and Protes-
tantism is gradually ahandoning—if, indeed, we might
pot more truly say has actually abandoned—the field
of theological speculation and dispute, and is carried
on ot the present day rather in the arena of oral,
social. and political life.  T'he most notarious of Pro-
testant theologians no longer make any attempt to
settle the dispute by an appeal to Biblical texts, to
the writings of the Tathers, or to ecclesiastical his-
tory ; but they seek both to satisfy themselves, and
to influcnce the popular mind, by an appeal to the
more material tests of man and human society.
« Which of the two religions,” they inquirve, * works
hest T—whiclh bias done most to promote the inferests
of bumanity 7 Under which system do the agts and
seiences, and all that is wspally understoad by the
worl civilization, most flowrixh?  Tn a Catlolic
country. or in a Protestant T Which uationsare the
most adranced, the happiest and the stiongest, in our
own time; those which have adhered to the ancient
faith, or those which have adopted the new 1 These

amongst us has increased in a ratio more than double
that of the pupulation ; the use of opium also is in-

which of the two is most addicted to an inordinate
use of intoxicating liguors. "T'he details of this dis-
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!shuﬂ]ings that liave been brought to light in all qu

{ . . « . .
i unquestionable superiority in this respect.

i Maveover, it wmust be vemembered that, after all,
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; ‘ ar~ | derkiste shall answer this question with regard to
ters, high and low, by the ivestigations of parlia- | that section of the British people with whom he had
creasing with rapidity., Tn 1850 the import was |mentary committees;—look at these things, and at a {the most intimate acquaintance: [ am reive-
103711 ths.; in 1852, 951,702 1bs. Tiet us look 'fthousnnd others of the same kind, and then say whe- | tantly compelled to conclude,” he says from
at Bdinburgh and Glasgow: there lias been lately a | ther England has not a right to be proud of its wo- ‘years of observation, that the majority of prrsons
sufliciently amusing quarrel between those cities as to ; rality, and to boast itself over other nations, for an |on my lute district were heathens and infiddcls”

*(p- 116.)  Again, he speaks in another place
-more generally concerning the whole mass of the

pute have been in the daily papers, and there has ! facts like lheﬁe,.-.\'lnch are registered in the political, ; ]_Euglish poor, at least in London. *It has been
“annals and criminal statistics of a country, are by no favorite phrase of some minds, to term the Kstabli<h-

been much discussion as to the accuracy of the
ligures; but after listening to all the recriminating
accusations on botl sides, and making all reasonable
deductions, it appears that there were in Idinburgh
: 9,318 cases of drupkenness in one year among a po-
,pulation of 166,000, and in Glasgow 26,000 cases
samoung 333,657 5 that is, in Edinburgh there was 1
case to every 18 pevsons, and in Glasgow 1 to every
135 and these, be it remembered, wre kno'vn, ascer-
Fained, publicly rezistered cases of drunkenness; we
 have o statistics of those who get drunk in tieir awn
 parlors or in the private houses of friends.

!

' But let ns pass from this disgnsiing topic, to look

;at other crimes against the moral law for which this
jexeumplary country is becoming more and more dis-

are the questions which oue hears on all sides, far [tnguished.  We will not dwell on the atrocious

more frequenty than we hear discussions upon the
meaning of a text in &t. Panl, or the authenticity of
a passage quoted from St. Basil or St. Austin. And
we nced hardly siy how such questionsare answered.
 Look at home,” it is said 3 ** Iingland alone suffices
10 solve the problem at once and for ever. Ts she
not Protestant?  And is she not a great and power-
ful nation?  Did she not make the Crystal Palace?
Aad did not the inhabilants of ull the nations of the
carth flock together on that memorable occasion to
acknowledge her greatuess and to do her homage?
And at a still earlier period, at a thne when every
other country was shaken by internal conwvulsions,
and all the moest ancieat thrones of Europe were
tottering to their base, did not she alone preserve
“an even and unruflled wien,’ not only weathering the
storm in perfect safety herself, but offering also a se-
cure asylum to alt wha suffered shipwreck clsewhere,
whether kings or people 7’ No one can have mixed
in Protestant " society or listened to DProtestant
lectures, or read  Protestant publications, within
the Jast two or three years, without hearing this
argument over and over again, reproduced in every
possible variety of shape and language.

It is not our intention in the following pages fo
offer any remarks upon this form of the controversy,
to enter into discussion with those persons who would
“make the standard of civil prosperity or political
aggrandisement the truest test of grace and greatest
measwre of salvalion;” but there is yet another field
upon which a few of the more reckless champions of
Protestantism have lately ventured to enter, and into
whicl we are disposed to follow them for a brief
space j not indeed with any purpose of taking up the
glove, and instituting in our present article that strict
examination which we should wish to do of all the
merits of the question at issue, but rather for the sake
of making a few preliminary observations of the
ground which our adversaries occupy. The persons
to whom we allude boldly claim for Tngland the
merit of being the.most moral and religious people in
the world. Some of our readers will scarcely credit,
perhaps, that so monstrous an absurdity can, ever
have been seriously propounded; nevertheless it is
really so; and jo what follows, therefore, we propose
to talie a hasty peep at this state of Eaglish morality
and religion, which is considered so excelient and so
filting a subject of national boasting.

According to the Post-Office Directory in 1841,
Chambers® Journal informs us that there were more
shops in London devoled to the sale of intoxicating
liquors than there were shops devoted to the sale of
the necessaries of life, The number of butchers, and
bakers, and dairymen, and cheesemongers, and gro-
cers,and greengrocers and fishmongers, taken all
together, was 10,790 ; the number of public-house
keepers 11,000. . In forty cities and towns in Scot-
land, we learn from the same authority, that the dis-
proportion is still greater; the dram-shops are to be
found about 1 to every 150 persons of the population ;
bakers’ shops about 1 to every 1,000 and booksellers’
shops about 1 to every 2,300. Then, as to the use
that is wade of these shops and the eonsequences that
flow from them ; in the district visited by Mr. Van-
derkiste (being part of the parish of Clerkenwell), he
tells us that, “ speafing with the wimost caution,
twoout of three adulis on the district appear to be
drunkards.” (p. 48). This, of course, is no fair re-
presentation of the whole of London; at’ the same
lime we may observe, on the authority of Mr. Kay,

that there is no doubt drunkenness is considerably on
‘!‘he inerease 3 « The habit of drunkenness,” he says,

Pervades the masses of the operatives fo an extent
" never before lnownin this country.” During the

hast thirty years, the consumption of spirituous liquors

tmurders of husbands and wives, and brothers and sis-
s lers, committed in inost instances for the sake of get-
ting certain burial fees, that (as one of our corres-
pondents recently observed) - have earned for two
counties the enviable title of the ¢poisoning coun-

all erimes, the murder of children by their own mo-
thers.  Wesaw it stated not long since in some
Protestant journal, that this crime was becoming
almost as cominon as pocket-picking, and that there
were on an average threc cases of child-murder per
day. Our first impression on reading this was, that
the writer, for some rletorical purpuse, was dealing
in statistics alter the Hobart Seymour-ian fashion ;

come before the public in a regular and official way,
of course the statement is very much exaggerated.
But when we remember the facts that came out in
evidence before the police court in Londoun, in the
case of a recent clerical delinquent and his medical
assistants ; when we hear the coroner of cne of our
large manufacturing cities (Leeds) publicly express-
ing his belief that 300 children are anoually made
away with, either before or afler their birth, within
the limi¢s of his own jurisdiction, and the medical
man engaged on the inquest coinciding in that opinion;
wlen we ud oue of our London newspapers (the
Morning Chronicle) giving its readers a list of
twenty-two trials, for child-murder alone, that had
been repurted in its columns, and these were stated
to be but one-half of those that had taken place in
the short period of twenty-seven days; lastly, when
we observe how in one of these cases common cause
was made with the murderess by a large number of
the girls of the country, who attended the trial in
crowds, and when the prisoner was acquitted, publicly
testified their joy, and left the assizes’ town boasting
“that they might now do as they liked ;’—when we
call to mind these and similar facts, we {ear that the
journalist alluded to was strictly within the mark in
the dreadful statement we have quoted. Look again
at another class of crimes—Dbrutal outrages and as-
saults upon defenceless women and children ; these
have been so much on the increase among us of late
years, that a member of the Ilouse of Commons has
thought it necessary to introduce into parliament a
billfor the special protection of that class of persons.
In his speech on the ocecasion, ke ailuded to some
half dozen cases of recent cccurrence, which had
been the immediate cause of his interesting himself
in the matter; but one of the leading journals, in
Lcommenting upon the speech, complained that he bad
not availed himself of a quarter of the materials
which were ready to his hand for demonstrating the
necessity for such a weasure, and immediately enu-
merated snore than tiecenty other instances occurring
2n the last two months, and tn London alone, that
had been recorded in its own pages, and in which the
most foul and savage attacks had been made by hus-
bands and fathers on their wives (or paramours) and
children: so that our readers will probably agree
with us in thinking, that it is not without reason that
a recent Ainerican writer observed that *¢ theve is
probably more brutality towards women in England
than in any other country in Europe, except perhaps
Russia.” _

Then, again, look at offences of a wholly different
kind and of a less’heinous character: witness the re-
velations that have been made respecting the alinost
universal practice of adulterating even the most ne-
cessary articles of food ; look at the acts of quackery
and puffing in well-nizh every department, whether
of commerce or of intellect, which is so eminently a
claracteristic of the present age; look at the
bribery and corruption the dishonest evasions and

i

ties 3° 7 let us speal ouly of that most unnatural of |

ant if he meant to speak only of those cases which.

| means a complete and sullicient index o the degree
tof moral depravity that may exist. There may be
i the utmost licentiousness of life 2ad the mast thovough

ted Church the Church of the poor, and with others
i to speak of Methodism as the poor man’s religion ;
{ but the fact is, heathenism isthe poor man’s reli-

‘absence of all moral principle; and yet no overt acts | gion in the metropolis.”® (p. 14.) ¢ Socialisi, -

;may be commitied which can be recorded by the
I public press, or which call for the penal action of the
ilaw of the fand.

I “The statistics of crime,”

it has been truly said,

¢4 cunnot develope in hall or ina quarter of its fear- |

+ful extent the general state of depravity among the
Jower class in the great metropolis, or one of our
imapufacturing towns; they can never trace the
| monster-roots of vice, how widely they spread and
ldiverge themselves, or how deep they penetrate in
| the congenial soil.  The delinquencies which figure
}in the calendars are but the efferveseence, the scum
-on the surlzce ; the great mass of iniquity is at the
tbottom and out of sight.  Tiven the imagination is

covertasked when called upon to exert her powers, so |

(as 1o produce a mcture of demoralised lLumanity that
ishall be adequate to the truth.  The real condition
{ of many parts of such localites is not mevely barbar-
ism and heatlienism, but can only be fily designated
by some term which includes those, and yet more of
degradation ; it is—what is worse—civilization un-
civilized 5 humanity, with its external opportunities
of action enlarged, to be the more imbruted ja scene
in which a knowledge of religion is only proved by
blasphemy ; and the resources of an enlightened and
emancipated age (1) ave perverted to sin.”

We will not attempt to lift the veil that covers
those depths of iniquity that are here alluded to ; we
will only just mention one single fact, which could be
attested, i necessary, by the evideace of a thousand
witnesses, but whicl is most briefly and emphatically
stated by the author whom we last quoted, in the
following words, Mr. Worsley,a clergyman of the
Lstablishment, of considerable experience, is speak-
ing of the state of our large manufacturing towns and
of the causes that liave produced it ; and after men-
tioning some of these, he says: *Ilence originated
a state of things which bas attained its climax in our
age, by the almost total eradication of the wery
semblance of modesty, in either sex, among the poor
within the circle of the manufacturing centre.”
(p. 85.) In another place he speaks of the state of
morality in the agricultural districts with reference
1o tlie same most important particular, and he uses
nearty the same language : ¢ The almost universal
absence,” he says, “ of chastily und purity among
the laboring class, in our country villuges at the
present day, is molorious to every one ut all ac-
quainted with them.” (p. 68.)  Would that we
could see cause to dissent from this judgment, thus
summarily passed opon the whole working population
of Protestant England, whether engaged in agricul-
ture or in manufactures : but on the contrary, we find
every where, bothin faets and in books, only too
much that conhrms its trath. And yet this is the
country which boasts of its morality, and which col-
lects funds and employs ageats to promote the ¢ moral
and religious improvement of Ireland;” the moral
improvement of a country, the purity and modesty
of whose women wring even from the most unwilling
lips the meed of admiring praise. )

“ The three counntries in the world in which the
Gospel is most faithfully preached,” says a Protestant
«are, England, the United States of North America,
and the Protestant States in the North of Europe,”

“ Itis the English people alone, alone in the old
world,” says another,  that is now Christian. One
might almost say that, just now, the British people
stands among the nations as the surviving ‘trustee of
Cliristianity, or as the residuary legalee of its bene-
lits. Christianity, in its migrations through eighteen
centuries, has betaken itself lo the British people, as
if these were 7ts own, and that these, under its in-
fluence and at its inspirations, have become such as
they are, if not the most highly educated among the
nations, yet the most eflective, the most beneficent,
the most humane, and the people to whose purposes
and labors the world looks for whatever is good and
hopeful. As to the old world, and forgetting the
new, the question of Christianity is almest an insular
question—it is a British interest.”

‘Well, thien, let us see how the people of Britain
attend to this insular question, this British interest;
let us inquire with yhat hionesty and with what dili-
gence they administer ihese precious blessings,
whereof they are the surviving trustee. Mr, Van-

 fidelity, rationalism, and indiflerence prevail in every
i quarter to a fearful extent,” is the description by
? another pen, of part of what M. V. calls, the most
. favored parish in London, Islington ; and similar pas-
| sRges, i:ro_m a thousand sources, might be multiplied
‘(ul enfinitem.  But from gencral statements like
i these, fet us descend to the particular facts upon
| which they are based. It will be al once allowed
| that attendance upon public worship is one great test
pof the hold which religion lias upon the people: not,

tthat all who come to church are necessarily devout

: Clivistians, for many may go from fashion, from idle-
I'ness, or some other bad motive; but that those at
least who habitually neglect the duty of public wor-
ship altogether can scareely be said to be Christians
at all.  Now, judging by this test, what is the con-
dition of the British people 1 « From statistics, very
carefully collected five years siuce by the City Mis-
sion—statistics,”” says Mr. Vanderkiste, * which
have been admitted as correct on all hands, it is as-
certained that the attendance on public worship, in
the metropolis, did not reach by one-third the accom-
modation provided, whilst the accommodation pro-
vided was less than one-half of what ought to be
required and could be mate use of, did all possessing
the opportunity so to do attend,” (p. 12;) thatis to
say, ten years ago, when the population of Londun
was about two millons, it was calculated that about
five-eighths, or 1,312,500 persons, might and ought
Lo attend public worship in some church or chapel
every Sunday; but churcli-aceommadation, as it
is called, was only provided for something Jess
than lalf that number, say 600,000 ; and then of
this accommodation only two-thirds were actually
used; so that the whole church-going popu-
lation was about 400,000. Tlhis is bad enough;
but what makes it far worse, and still more appalling
is, the consideration that this church-going popula-
tion is made up almost entircly of the upper and more
respectable  classes, over whom the influences
of fashion and of public opinion are of course the
strongest: “ The poor,” says Mr. V., %in the densc
mass are neglectors of public worship altogether.”
In the parish of Clerkenwell, containing more than
50,000 souls, the average attendance of the poor in
the two parish churches is about eighty in each! and
of these many were regular pensioners, or received
occasional temporal relief.

“Tdo not believe,” continues Mr. V., « that in
the whole parish 100 poor people could be found at-
tending public warship, who do not more or less fre-
quently receive elcemosynary relief to induce them
so to do. 'L'hus, about one poor person in fifly
occasionally attends public worship ; or, where the at-
tendance is regular, it arises generally from a sharc in
the distribution of weekly bequests of bread.”

Indeed this bribe of bread appears to be a regu-
larly recognised and approved means, among our
Protestant neighbors, of bringing people to church.
We need not go to Ireland for our proofs; an ad-
vertisement in the T¥mes newspaper, during the last
winter, an appeal to the charitable, began with these
words, © Thirty-two heads of families, who hitherto
neglected their place of worship, are now regular at-
tendants at St. Mark’s, Horsleydown, iz consequence
of the incumbent being enabled to give them a few
pounds of bread and conl? Yet, even with the
aid of such potent auxiliaries as these, the result is a
meagre attendance in the churclies of one out of every
filty of the working population ! Where are the rest ?
“ They are either sotting,” says the journal we have
just quoted, in one of its most powerful leading ar-
ticles, “ or sleeping, or talking politics, or reading
the Sunday papers, or fighting, or seeing their dogs
fight, or rat-catching, or quarrelling with their wives,
or simply doing nothing at all, being” jaded, wearied,
prostrated, in a sort of hebdomadal trance or coma.”
This is the state of the Protestant Teligion in Lon-
don, accarding to the testimony of those who ought
to know it best; and it cannot be doubted that it is
a fair type of most of our large cities. We are far
from being blind to the many foul blots that may oc-
casionally be seen in the practical morality and reli-
gion either of Italians or of Irishmen; but we are
satisfied that England will have great cause to rejoice

when an impartial, or rather an unfavorable ‘witness
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