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(The following very racy sketeh, thongh not just new, is (roma
recently published volume, and is well worthy & place in aur mis-
cellany. The writer is a native (we believe) of Nottingham, Bng-
glnnd, and has written himself up Lo a respectuble rank awong the
biterury men of his country. )

THE COUNTRY JUSTICE.

BY THOMAS'MILLER. THE BASKET MARER.

- Dear old Justice B——, what a pleasure it was to he summon-
ed before thee ! to look on thy rubicund fuce and Dardolphian
nose---that blazing bLeacon which was tonsted through drinking
‘Tory toasts, and had Ramed through fifiy elections [or town or
county. Tosee thec red with passinn, whilst exclaiming * Si-
leace, sirrah ! and ere thou hadst had a couple of pinches from
that old sitver snuff box, turn round and exclaim, * What case
next?  You may go home sivrah.?

Ah, well did we know the mood that thou wert in by watching
the ponderous pigtail that hung lizlf way down thy back ! It was
the barometer that told the temperature of thy temper ; when it
was still, it denoted ¢ changeabie,” in which state it was quite un-
certain what weather might next prevail 5 when it moved rapidly,
or was tossed without cessation frown shoulder to shoulder, then i
was stormy indeed-—a comiplete hurricane-—-thut even shoek the
powder fromn the venernble head ;

ing with its own tail, then it was (uir, clear and sunshiny ; poach-
" er and trespasser wers then liberntod,

A choleric old l'u[low wert thou at times ; Dbut thy passion was
foou over-—-it never lusted long enongh to take hold of thy heart.
A stannch pillur wert thou of the church, but thy guinea was ever
ready to assist the dissenters ; witness that old Sunday-school to
which I went when a hoy.

"Lerrible threats wert thou wont to thunder forth kefore the poor
hieggars that hung around thy gates ; bt rarely did they ever re-
tirc beyond the garden ledge, before thy old grey-headed serving
man John was sent afier them with a hege lump of cold weat, a
loaf of bread, and a shilling. .

Strict wert thou in protecling the preserves and warrens of thy
nm"hbour-a, while we plundered thine own in the open daylight ;
nnd-had much ado to keep sha young rabdits from squenking in

our pockels while we drank the hora of beer before thine awn ||
Thou wouldst ride ten miles at midnight to prevent||

hall door.
thy old neinhhours from going to luw, whilst thou thysell Had
LTI trml or mher at every assize, and wert never known 10 win
acause. Fond wert thou of commitling a man for trespuss, but
ere lie had euten his fill in thy lmrra nnctenl kitchen, thou wouldst
uep in, often ordering hiin nnolher _]ug of ale, thew bid him < go
home, and see that he let the g ;,mne alone as he went through the
park.’ "Ever ready wert thou to take our own recognizanze for
fity pounds, when all we were masters of were the ugly lurchers
ut our heels, a haud.net with which we plundered thy own fish-
ponds, and a few wire snares, in which almost as many of our
own mongrels had been hung ns we had' cavght hares on thine
«own “estate ; but thou wouldst then take our own word for fifty
readier than another would tako our bond. I thou ever hadst n
disliko to nny it was to the radieal tailor in the village ; still he
wade ull thy garments, and charged thee double the price thay
another would. ¢ The rascal has a family, and they mast live,’
was thy exclamation ; and so he did, although he had been caunght
pelting thee at more than one election, and hiad at the ¢ polling
hooth’ told thee to thy face that he was independent, and needed
not the work of any Tory, '

Thou wert the very personification of John Bull---the embo-
diment of the truo old English gemtleman ; body and soul wert
thou a Tary, but such « one us even we rugged Radieals loved

_thou hadst every body’s good word,-—-ten thousand eyes shed
tears for thes when thou wert dead.  Brimful wert thoa of harm-
lass prejudices and stubborn notioug, but they were all Eunglish ;
cven in thy very laults there was something to love—in thy great-
est absurdities much to admire—ia thy errars many a charm.
Many a time hust thou been grumbling in thy threat, whilst thy
henrt has been planning some kindness 5 often censuring the cul-
prit with thy tongue when thy hand was grasping his with a friend-
Iy clutch that sank to the very soul.

Such men as the old Justice live nowhere but in England—such
hearts beat but rarely tn other climes—such bodies are only mould-
ed in British pastures.

Heaven bless thee, my dear country ! thy green hills and old
woods will be found imprinted on my heart when I am dead.

A great dislike had the werthy Justice of matiers being carried
1o thé sossion or the assizes, and it was truly wonderful 1o see
the tact that he displayed in reconciling parties who had set out
with a determination of carrying mutiers 1o the very extremity of|
the law. Nor lad they ever cause to grumble if the affair was
Yeft to his awn arbitration, for where he lnd daubts he wouid ge-
nerally consult some able und experieneed neighbour, and unless
the case was one of uncommon difticulty,- gcnern!ly succeeded in
the end in satisfying both pasties.

"Often might he be seen in the mornings of spring and summer

when it voze and fell gently, |
nnd seemed quite in n good humour with itself, like a kittan play-t

|

hoeing, or attending 10 his choicest flower beds, nocompanied by
<ome party who had ¢ come over to arrange matters,” or perhaps
seme cause that had been put off on the preceding day at the hall.
‘Then would the honest mﬁ?istrate pause every now and then, and
leaning on the handla of his rake, Hsten or reply to their argo-
ments ; and if he could not suceeed in bringing them to his own
views, he would commence raking or working at a most furious
rite, tearing up both weeds and flowers together. If, on the con-
trary, they followed his advice, and shewed a disposition to come
to reasonable terms, then down went his garden tools, and a right
welcome was given them to partake of the best his house afford-
ed—rich or poor, it made but little difference, so long as they bore
an honest name.

I1is lovely daughter, too, te use the country phrasa, * was worth
her weight in gold,” und inany a time had her sweet and lady-like
manners succeeded in repairing the breaches which her futher’s ir-
ritability sometimes made. Then she could plead so eloguently
for any poor eunlprit who was:about te be committed. Her sweet
imploring eyes, too, outdid all langnage ; and if her plea was se-
canded by the vagabond’s wife standing ,weeping beside her hus-
hund, why, twenty to one he was released on his own bond, and
perhaps a few nights after might be found stifling pheasants with
brimstone on their roosts in. the woods, or agnin plantmrr h's snares
in the magisteate’s park.

Muany said- he was too easy by hulf ; they told the truth, bu'l
then-it was not in his nature-to deul harshly with any one, no, not
even if he had injured him. But, oh! it was something to be lov-
ed like the oid Justice—to have almost every body’s good word—
10 he greeted wilh smiles wherever he went—to.find every ragged
arcliin ready to run the shoes off his feet to open the gates for
himn, and to see all the grey-headed men salate'him with a reve-
rential bow, and biess him in their hearts as he passed on. Plun-
dered and imposed upon he was almost every day of his life
scemed to find a pleasure in forgiving the offenders ; it was a kind
of race between himself and them, as if to see which should first
hecome weary, the offender or the forgiver. Dear old man ! he
has thrown a penny for the apple which he accepted, and which,
but an bour before the urchin had plundered {rom his own orchard,
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From Downing’s ¢ Fanqui in China.™

A CHINESE FIGHIT WITH A SMUGGLER.

SmuccrLEr’s BoaTs.—A large mandarin-bont was seen one afc
ternoon passing down the river beyond the first bar, and then en-
tering and taking up its station in one of the numerous litlle inlets
which abound in the ne:uhhnurhoud In a few minutes it was per-
fectly atrest’; the yallows sails were taken in.and furled, and all
that was then to be seen of it over the paddy, were the slender
sticks with little balls on the top, and which were hardly to be
distinguished from the tall reeds which were growing at the edge
of the water.

It had scarcely taken up its position, before the fuint creaking
sound of an approaching smuggler was to be heard in the distzace.
By the time it approached the open entrance of the little inlet, the
mandarins were ready o receive it, and issued forth jost at the
moment it was passing.  The centipede must at that moment have
had the other firmly hooked on to it, il the spare hands on board
of it had not used the long bamboos, and by their means prevent-
ed the two boats eomiug in contact. These long spears were
pushed out at their [ull length, and then applied to the bows of
the otlier vesse!l, while, at the sume time, all the other men work-
ed with desperation nt the oars ; so that in a few minutes, not-
withstanding the most violent exertions of the mandarin’s party, |t
the smugglers Lept clear, and were soon a boat’s length ahead
of their enemies. - °

Then the chase bagan.  The screams and'yells of the smugglers
were mised with the rickety sound of their vessel, and the orders
and cries of the mandarins behind them. Every now and then
the long ornamented gun«was turned upon its swivel, and the loud
report reverberated across the country as it was discharged against
the chase, but with-ittle effect ; the shet was geaerally seen
dancing along the water wide of the mark.

Altheugh the most violent efforts were made by the other party,
it was soon evident that the smuggler was walking away from his
pursuer, The brown machive with its hundred feet, was seen
ghead, while the gaudy bont with its white oars, followed, ful-
minating forth its ineflective missiles.

After leuding the waoy through many intricate channels, and
dodging in and out to cut off a corner, the smuggler appeared as
if he would very soon be out of all danger ; when, suddenly, ano-
ther wnandarin boat was seen issuing from a little creek right ahead,
nnd thus completely cutting off all hopes of gettingaway without
a scuffle.

Thus completely blockaded, the smuggler determined to stand
at biay, and makea vigorous resistance.  All the aars were thrown
aside, but placed ready for instant use, and every man seized a
bamhoo * pike and awaited the attack with great determination.
'They then resembdled a nest of demons, chattering and yelling out
their netes of defiance. As the mandarins cautionsly approached,

atripped in his shirt sleeves, and busied in hls garden, raking,

the white oars were laid back, and the spears were taken up, and
-
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the savage features- on the shields were displayed in the faces of'
the resisting vagsbonds. In a short: time the boat had its two-
enemies on its quarters-und the whole mulmude were engaged.in
a desperate struggle.

It appeared to. be the object of the mandarins te board, and thus.
fight band to hand, while the object the uthers wished ta attain was.
to-keep their enemies’ boat off with their spears, antil they could
have a fuir opportunity to get another pun for their lives. The
different manuer of engaging by each party was very apparent
during this confliet, and: showed the decision ard vigour which:
fighting for n good cause will give to the weakest conbutant, whilu.
the-arm of the strongest man is paralized, and its power withheld
by the stil!, small voice of conscience. The mandarins rushed 1o
the attack without hesitation, and laid about them in right good
earaest with their swordsand pikes, frequently cutting and wound-
ing-in a dreadful manner ;- but the smugglers appeared to act
merely on the defensive, and, although slight wounds were in-
flicted with their spears, yet it was evident, that the great aim was
to-keep the mandarin Boats at a distance.

The gaudy vessels were soon alongside, and the gay caps of the
mandarins were seen intermixed with the bald heads of the illicit
traders. The struggle was then over, many of the defeated jump-
ed overboard, and as they struggled in.the waters- o gain the
shore, formed excellent marks for the spears and javelins of the
conquerers. The great mass of them were seized before they
could try this doubtful chance of escape. The long pigtail served
instead of the coat collar. of our part of the world, and when twisi-
ed two or three times- round the hand, formed a handle with
which the owner could:be moved with pleasure.

The men were thrown down at the bottom of the buat, and:
there securely lashed and fastened. In a short time the din and
bubbub of so many voices were over, and the mandarin boatm
were seen jeading away in triumph their silent and crest-fallea
caplives.
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ADVENTURE IN A CAYE.

Four or fixe miles from the Mammoth €ave, Kentucky, is a cave
known as the Pit Cave, though sometimes called Wright's Cave,.
after the name of the person who first attempled to explore it.
This man was a speculator, who having reason to believe the
cive a valunlié one, resolved to examine it ; but possessing little
knowledge of caves, and less of the business of the nitre maker,

capplied to the proprietor of the works at the Mammoth Cave.
A day was accordingly appointed, on whigh Mr. Gatewood agreed
to meet him at the cave, and conduct the exploration in person,_
But on that day, as_it happened, there arose a furious storm of
rain and: thander, .and Mr. Gatewood not supposing: that even
Wright himself would,, under such circumstances, keep the ap-
pointment, remained at his work. In the menntime, Wright had
reached the cave, in company with another man, a miner, though
of no experiencs in cave hunting ; aad with him, finding that Mr..
Gatewood did. not comne, and having made his preparations, he
resolved to undertake the exploration himsell.—The two men
commenced, and pursued for several hours withont accident and
without fear, seeing indeed, nothing ta excite alurw, except a clus-
tér of very dangerous pits, which they passed while engaged in
the search. By and by, having consumed much tinie in rambling
about, they discovered they had left their store of candles at the
mouth of the cave, baving brought with thewm ounly those they
carried in their hands, which were now burning low. Phey hor-
ror of,their situation at once flushed on thejr minds ; they were at,
a great distance from the extrance, which there was liitle hops.
they could reach with what remained of their candles, and the.
terrible pits were directly in their path.,

Tt was thought, however, that if they cou!d succeed in passing
these, it might be possible to grope their way [rom the cave in the
dark, as the portion beyond the pits offered nv unusval interrap-
tions, and was without branches. The attempt was made ; and
as desperation gave speed to their feet, they had at last the inex-
pressible satisfuction to reach the pits, and to pass them in safety,
leaving them several hundred fset behind ere their lights entirely
failed. Bat now began their ditticulties. In the confusion and
agitation of mind which beset them at the moment when the last,
candle expired, they neglected to set their fices firmly towards the
entrance ; and in consequence, when darkness at last surrounded
them, they were bewildered and at variance ; Wright vehemently
insisting that they should proceed n one direclion, the miner con-
tending with equal warmth that the other was the right one.

The violence of Wright prevailed over the doabis of his fol-
lower, who allowed himself to be governed by the former, es-
pecially swhen the desperate man offered to lead the way, so as
to be first to encounter the pits suppnsing he should be’ wrong.
An cxpedient for testing the safety of the path, which Wright hit
upon, had also its effect on his companion’s mind ; he proposed,
as he crawled along on his hands and feet, the only way they
dare attempt to proceed, (o throw stones before him, by meaus af
which it would be easy to tell when a pit lay-in the way, The
miner, accordingly, though with many misgivings, suffered himsell™
to be ruled, and followed at VVriﬁhr.'s'héels, the latter every mo-
meat hurling a stone befere bim, and at every throw uitering
some harried nx;clamauon, now a prayer, uow B word of cozosel,




