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whole body of Continental officers. It
served Wellington's purpose; but in those
. 75 200 yards was an extremoly long range
for infantry five, anl artillery could ap-
proach within the practical ringe of case, so
that infantry in attacking bl very limiwed
distances to move over. It wis hardly too
much to say that British infuntry tactics
now must be almost confined to standing
stitl, or breaking through their habit of hne
formation. They must form some sort of
column to advancg, with power of rapid do
ployment. Al military writers now insisted
upon it as an axiom that mobility was one
of tho chiof requisites for success, theonly
question was how to giin such mobility. Tho
Prussian battalion consists of a thousand
men, divided iato four companies, cach
company commanded by a mounted officer,
and formed into two divisions; their fighting
order was. speaking roughly, in column of
thres divisions at deploying distances; thero
were three ranks instead of our two, the
third ranlt consisting of skirmishers, who
swarmed 1n froat or clse filled up the inter
vals, or formed third divisions in rear at the
moment of attrck, as the necessity of the
caso might suzgest.  The front of each
column wis, therelore only about forty files.
fhus liné could be formed almost im
mediately to resist mn attack, and. when in
motion, the heads of columns could easily
move with steadiness, conforming to the
features of the fround, Some such form.
ton appoared 5 be necessary for the British
wfantry. Tho opinion of officers, Loth Eng-
lish and foreige, 10 whom the leciurerspoko
on tho subject, was that the infantry at the
manceuvres alimost always gave grauund too
s00m, instead of holling it to the last possi
tle moment. Lt perbaps wight Lo thatihe
elficers in command kuew the unwiclduess
of the force they commanded, anl were ob-
tized to retire while they could dosoina
lesurely manaer. Possibly it was for the
sume reason that the wfantry clung closely
tv the batteries. and persisted in retiring
whenever the guns did, forgetting thatcach
arm should support the other, and that it
%as when the guns were in motion that the
mfantry should hold its ground with the
greatest tenacity. ThoPrussian oflicer whose
opinion we valued most was much struck by
thix, and seemed to consider the practica of
wiclding ground too readily so fatal that the
manocuvres would do more harm than good
ifit were persisted in,  The disciplino ot our
Lna regiments and their grand savago ear
restness when face to face were splendid,
agl showed that the samo material was
thero which called forth the remark, “Tha
Bdtish infantry is the best in the world;
happily, thero is not much of it.” The
slvxness of thelr marches and their heavi
asss of manocuvrs would doubtless be cor
rected in future years, nor wouwld they fail
tagivoa good account of any enemy they
might meet on the Continent or on onr own
<. ‘The powers and uses of eavalry form
el s fortilesubject of dispute among soldiers
it might safely be siid that they could
<t bo settlad by peace manoeusres. The
awuntof men killed or wounded by that
zanch of thie service was extremely smali—
< small that were kiiling and wounding the
amn object of war, cavalry might ba put
vat of tha ficld altogether in thaso diysof
“Rurate and long ranging small arms. Bus
2had long been latd down as & mxim that
awaspot tho number of men kitled and
zxunled which beats the enemy, butthe
mval cffect produced on tha sarvivors,
sLeh cavalry was so well capable of preduc.
3. The teaching of the war of 1866 dud
=3t lead tho Prussians to despiso cavalrys;
athe contrary, from that tume forward
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greater attention than over was bestowed on
tho equipment, horsing und instruction of
tho mounted regiments. They woro kept
longer with tho colours, as a rule, than the
infantry, and every inducement was held
out to thom to re-enlist at the end of their
termof service. In tho late war cavalry was
frequently employed in largo massos, ospe-
cially to hold tho eneiny fast to =« position
while other troops were comingup. ‘Lo this
end they wero sacrificed freely and ruthless

ly, but the end was attained. That mode of
using cavalry required less practice thap
another, which hardly received tho nttenti -2
it deserved—viz.,, tho aciion of cwalt¥ as
the eyes and ecars of the army. Notw, at the
recent manncuvres there was nothing of
that. A few men wero occadlonally thrown
out on outpost duty, and Afbra than once,
such men, bring questioned, did not know
in what direction to look for the encmy.
Ono videlto was seen with his face turned
dirzetly towawds his own camp, and his back
to the foe, This wag caused by the teaching
of the British cavatry being insufticient and
unsystematic, In the DBritish military or
gimzition wo bhad no Intelligenco Depart-
meat, nor even any plan for creating one in
the event of a war. During the groat Ameri-
canctril war the Prussian autnorities gave
leave to certain officers to quit the servico
temporanly and go to America, entirely ig-
nored by their own Government; but they
understood that if they returaned with useful
information it would bo considered as a fact
greatly to their credit, and suro to result in
advautage to themselves. No auestions
would be asked as to the position thoy as-
sumed to acquire the information. Before
1856 the mountain passes of the frontier, the
plaws of Botemia, Moravia, and Hangary,
were studied with such eare by Prussian of-
ticers thut the fond over every river was
kuows, and even the length of timber re-
quiced to construct bridges, should the per

manent ones be broken duwa by the
cnomy. Ia tho interval between 1856 and
157, the wholo of France, or at least the
more important parts of it, wero visited by
German travellers, actually Prussian offi-
cars, who correcled tho French maps, anl
made plans and sections of .1 the furtresses;
and upon these plans and sections werd
based the cyleulations made by tho artillery
as to tho curvature of tho shot's path nacos
sa:y to reach the foot of the escarpes over
tho crest of the glacis.  So little value had
been attached in England to such work as
this thitalmost «ll information voluntarily
acquirad had been ignored, and the milivay
attachies at  cmbassies bzl in maments ol
tomporary nccessity been  caallad  upon
10 givo speedy information ae to matters
upon which they had long befora written
tulland careful reparts. In regard to artil-
lery at the lato manocuvres thero was no
distinction mads betweon divisional andro-
servoartillery. Inall armiesin thefigld thero
wero usually two reserves—tha reserve attil-
lery of cach corps, and the reservoof the
aray, held more closely under the hand of
the genesal.  Until this yoar it had heen
the custom in tho English sarvica t9 place
the batteries in line with tho infantry and
keep them there, in fatal rejaction of the
knnwledgo that just where the fire of infan-
try ceased to ba effactivo that of rifled guns
only begin to bo valuahle; and further, that
o place field actilery within practical range
of the enemy’s infantry was 1o make cartain
that, win or lose, the gans would hava to
stay there, for the horses must be killed.
Faw knew how tenaciously that old system
was sadhered 10, or how indignant wero
a1y superior and much-respected officers
when tho contrary opinion beganto be advo-

cated. There was no one of tha nets of his
Royal flighness the Fwll-Marshal Com-
manding in Chief for which artillerymen,
and, indeed, tho whola arwmy, had such rea-
son to bo grateful as the order which freed
tho English field artillery for ever from the
trammels in which it had ltherto been
Yound, and raised if Lo the pnsition of hon-
ourand responsibility it now oceupied, With
that responsibility the men might surely bo
teasted who showed battery alter battery in
such perfect order as to draw forth praiso
from all boholders. Tho future historiw of
tha British  Artillery would bLe ubleto say
that under the Dake of Cunbridgo the
groatest advanco was mado in the progress
ofartillery treties sinco the daysof Frederick
tho Great. Remarking upon what seemed
wrong with the artillery at the recent man-
oeuvres, Captrin Brackenbury said it seem.
ed to many officers tirit the guns moved tvo
frequently, thereby losing valuable time, in-
siead o! taking up positions and remuning
there as lang as posssble.  Again, there was
hardly ever a concentration of tice upon
part of the cnemy’s line to imiko a hole
thero for the infantry 10 get inat. On the
day of theattack on the Chobham intrench-
ments the salient anglo of the defenders was
a weak spot, and it would have been casy to
place guns so that if they missed theangle
they wight cntilade the face. That was
exactly tho cause whero Reserve Artillery
might have been most valuable, Nextto
the guns thomselves, the lorses needed
most care.  Those grand gun teams should
be preserved in every possiblo way. Itstruck
some officors present at the manoeuvres
that the limbers adbiered rather too strictly
to the dritl ground practice of standing just
behind the pieces in action. Itoften hap-
pened that by going 2 few yards to the rear,
without reversiyg, the limbers themselves
were within casy reach, whio the teams
were less expased.  All batterses should bo
furnished with range finlers. The art of
handling guns could not be suddenly picked
up; it maust be learnt step Ly step in the
drill seasdn; autummn mmocuvres srould
test and improve kuowledgo alrewly obtun-
ed.  Ewch ciptain of a battery liad his own
choice of drills.  There were some, however
wh) held that a systematic courso shauld be
puraued cvery year, commencing with gun
drills and foat parales, goingon v driving
drill, battery and brigade moveraents, then
selection of ground, and cenceslment of
guans, men and horses.  Later en should
csma manoguvres with tho three arms in
smll badies, with plenty of practicoin at
tack and dofence of defiles or villages, pas-
saga of rivers, or other exigencies likely to
occur in war.  Hitherts, however, not much
had beea taught excapt in theory, Lastly,
tirero should Le autuma manocuvees to test
knowledge on o large seale.  In equipment,
ciwre of horses, driving, niding, and drills of
all sorls, no foraiga artillery csuld ap-
proach that of England, although in knosw-
ledgze of minor tactics somo progress had
yet toba made. Thoe autuma manocuvres
had gwven the impatus requured, anl nexc
year there could be hittlo doubt English ar-
tillery officars would display a knosledge of
tactics equal tn that of any artillerymenin
the world. With regard to transpornt, it
must be confessed thatin thit branch we
wers now, as wo hLavo always Leen at the
commencement of a campaign, decidadly
backward. Tuo ordianxcy supply of garri-
sons gzave no cluo whatever to that of an
army in the field, and 1t was enly when wo
camoto put it to the test this year that wo
discovered how difficult and complicated &
task it was. Like tho Intelliganco Depart-
ment, that of snpply anad transport <ould



