WHO ARE INTERES I £D IN MUNL-
£ CIPAL AFFaAl BS1
This a tic e, fiom the Mu rwipid Em
mist, u pes puper, published do Fo-on” wd,
w- hop s +sken all whoiesd 3t (08 recs of
the impor'apes +f aite deorc: W the'r owa uf
. faurs as involved in Muicipal Legisiatureand
"tazstiop =
Our publishers say that, in Upper Canada,
aD av of about five persous io each mu-
picipality iiiterests themselves 1o ‘mupicips
offairs, As this information is derived from
the iooce of 8 firm whose chief busioess
during the eptire life of our present municips
institutions bas been that of publishing matter
connected with them, it may be sssumed that

It's ovly a Benday ortwo sgo 1 vit to
Uil bim, whi ie com s Bi'dy and Nocs (V'ed®
two danghier-) wid four of five av their I/ .o
Jot retucned f ow mass. ls coorse &4 5
exp ct they w uld begiy and i) o L o
torifle on lhed:;'uue unioe; W e it o

bi: 8¢ st -~ did yez see,” so-
wid ' big at, the WA ¥ gt o] e
"‘ atber in it, that Mrs. “gisheriy had an?”—
b:”' ez B'“h’ L ferty, « and did ye mind
green PaleR oyer Flaherty's eye?”—

“ Sure,” sez P, ;
3 , "eggy Mulligan, “1 could
scarcely h_’.( from lafin at the time, at the
murtbern ' 0.0l on ould Donovan’s note,
it looked g uiohiy quare” + Nauther could
‘lk_il" me eyes off it,”’ sez Molly Quislan ;
‘49 yes goe the new dbreises Nonoie and
;"' .aop Fionagan bad on, and bow dhreadful

their statement is oot very wide of the truth,

It followes therefore, that of our eutire pop—
vlation, not wore than about fifteen hvrier g
coosider it worth their while 10 maks bem.
selves acquanted with a system of loca go-
yerpment, which costs them two millions of
dollars por acoum, apd which hes incurred
what may be justly coosilered as & provincal
debt of upwards of fifteen millions. :

The fact thus disclosd is sufficiently dis-
eouragiog, sod shows how mecescary it 1s that
wuvicipsl govervment siould assuwe a bigher
place io prpular esiimation, and that the cou-
diticps involved i its successful spplication to
our circumtances should be more carefully
considered then they commonly are, w either
the metropo'stan or local pewspapers,

Our figures—which are ouly to be accepted
88 80 Approximation 10 the truth——show that
of cur contributions to the toto! of anoual tax-
stion, the amoust paid to the bands of the
various local trusts, is fully equal to the
amount we pay iuto the bands of ‘the genera!
g veipment, concerping the admiuistration
of wbich tbere is a perpetual sgitation, aod a
consywptioo of priniiog waterinl almost equis-
alent in cost to that of the government itself.
Now, witbout designing or desiring 1o create
the same degree of sgitation in respect to
mumicipal effairs as prevails in relacios 10 gen-
eral politics, we do bope 1o jucresse the wite-
rest that is felt io matters of this nsture ; and
if we can succeed i doubling  the pumber of
those who take an active share io corporate
. offairs, we sball tage credit for a successful

issu- to our endesy urs.

Oue of the chief reusous why the aflairs of
the geners! gosernment excite 8o wuch aiten-
tion, lies io the aggr-gutiop of the whole ex-

di ure under ope head. [o this way totals
are jre~epie¢ more likely to arrest attention
and excite dircussion thep wou'd be th: case
were they given to us w0 the fragmentary
menoer 0 which we bave the statistics of our
mucicpal expeoditu.e. The farmer, who
pays bis pepny io the pound, rarely stops'to
reflect that it is gon'rivuted to so large an
sggregate reveoue ss we have above indicated,
or to estimate its umportance as compared
with the sums be pays ivto the National
Exchequer, Nor dues be estimate bow
much ot the cost of bis yearly “ choppiog” is
8 con'r:bu’ien towards the mupicipal tax, pad
by tie city merchant o: village suop-keeper

And 89 1! is with the city mechamec and
labovier, Their direct mupicipal tex 18 per-
baps five or six dollars ; and very few of them
take o copsideration that every article they
copsume io their domestic afiairs is taxed for
tke puyment of market dues, or of the larger
emoun's levied ou those who sre in business
sod with whow they deal ; they are usuvally
weil wiormed as to the esact fraction they
contribute op every pourd of sugar or tea to-
waids the proviocial rev.pue, but remaiu io
utter iguoiaoce of the equally importspt mat-
ter as 10 bow much of the price paid for those
articles g es to 'be muoicipsl rates

Tve fact 18, thot ou esergthing we buy we
cootribu e 1ovaics the incowe of the dea'er.
8BU 1t ere'ore towaids \he paymest of taxes
Jesird ou bis bus pess, for the yayment of the
ioterest wp the civic debr and for the cost of
our Jocal goseri ments, The more g¢perally
this fuct 1s made knowp, avd the wmcre tho: -
ouybly it is spprecaied, tbe sooner we may
espect 'bat relo'm io the wensgrment of
wuo cipal matters which all are apxious to
prom e

Muoi¢ pal tages therefore affect the price
of everythiog we buy, io the s.me way as the
custcms t+N1ff ; aod there 1s just &8s much
resron why we »hould ipterest ourselves to
secure the ecopomical administration of mu-
picipal aff,irs, 38 10 tte election of our paili-
suenlsry represevtatives, and every elector
sbouid snlue his civic frapnchive accordiwgly.

‘I'be ep licativn of our remarks is more
forcible wheo taken 1o conuection with heav
Jy 1axed districs, where everythicg is mort

aged tor 1b- payment of ioterest on sowe i i

advised Jisbility. meurred duriag the specu-
Iatise mapia of fo'mer years ; wheo thus vn-
fortupately situated, towas, becowe disadvan-
tageous for the o-tablishmeot of apy braoch
of businers, for the rates frecch so much upon
the receipts, that vnless prices are ' bigh io
comparis .o with those charged in more favor-
ed places, 8 liniog profit cannot be realized ;
beoce busizess decays, acd the burthen e n-
tioues to ipcrease uotd repudiation puts ap
eud 10 the credit of the mupicipality and af
fixes its stigma of di-grace oo »ll convected
with it,

Fortuoately, the uodeveloped resources of
our couotry sfford 8 reaovable ground op
which to fovnd a bope that, io the future, there
wul be discovered the means whereby tbe in-
solvency of sowe of our corp.rations may be
yedeemcd ; but, in the meantune, tbe follies
they bave commi ted thoulu be 8 lesson to
eleciois as to tbe importapee of their franchbise
snd way be accepred s a sufficient suswer o
the question st the bead of 1his article.

PADDY ON THINGS IN GENERAL.
MisTHER Poxkn,

B did, Sur, its a mity long time sioct |
writ véz & wocd about poliyticks or faships;
but to tell yez the abruth, Sur, that Litle bit
writiug to xinu Milly’s kit me intirely; it
tuk sich 8 bould av we that it has tuk me al
this 'ime 10 git oser it,a0d pow 2w writbing
in 8 dbseadful thrimoliog st the copsiquincis.

Ocb, muriver ! to thipk that Pacdy Miles's
Boy, the sdbored o7 all the ladies from Bal-
liosfad to Bkibbareee, shud com to tiys blissid
Cuoudy 10 git husself wotil disgrace wid a lady
) k- Miss Milly, Ob desr ! oo dear! to thik
that me own daciot n-me shud be parvoried,
a:d mesef styld 1hst » Vulgar Milassan,”
whoin | bsd & good rarios snd edicasbn 2s 1ver
fel tdi 1he 4 of man. Buse Mistber Poker,
if yez didu’t spprove av me Kowposishun, yez
wouldu’t sosert it aod tinder me yer gratefu)
ackoowligemints, wen'd yez 1 :

Whiolrnd Miss Milly’s letther, 1 wing ov
with my takins db esdtelly, “ Bad cess 1o
it, Paddy,” sez I, “ but you've put your fet in
it the we; weat in (be pame of the bliesid
St, Pathrick wul yez do to restraive yer lost
kiraciber 17 1 put oo me coos:dber io cap and
cousidb. red the s io all its bearive, 1
was goi . W spologise il M ss Milly, avd tel
Ler 1'd spprove sv booys as big 85 boy-tacks,
av 2 lady’s weario 3 whou'e chows live ay
erivericens ot wopel, thet she mite carry ber
bouue 1p 'he bag f ber*dusther,” apythi g
sud iverytbicg ) would aud woud pot dv 1l
‘yecoser wesel in be fewir ; but thip £ thot it
wouly be ov po wre, 80 L 0idd’t, I knue ]
would ouly be falie otil! ersors agin, snd thip
1} would. catch 1 worst thep iver,

Na bur »ai) assert ber rights, snd whiviver
1 see snything somicsl, | must bave s +hy
ot it, ‘A heic is o »op likes the ladies (swate
) tsle erayibor:) better thun mysell, aud iw
out »¥ 5 gard o8 tuim thet | takes ap

2‘{1011»&#““'6-05!» wont de- | ship in winch ihe same are situaied, aod
By that they uade it sometumes. | see some | upon the same teres as the other lavds therein.
gus ¢ thiogs in we thraves round among the| 12, That sll land s(except those now ex-
: m.,.uumummmutqwm ewpt) shail be subject 1o rettiement duties,
foiks, whare 1 scmetismes visit, that 1 can’s help | and 0o patent io any case (even though the
writia 10 the Pokss about thim. Jaod be paid for in full at the tume of purchase)

vig they felt as they walked to their sa‘es, wid
their noses stuck up ” - ¥ [ndeed 1.did,” sez
Nora Lafferty, “ ould Fionegan, the ould
miser, has opened his heart ; but I’ll hould
you a Jdoliar it was like dbrawing the eye|
u;h from him,” 4 Och, but did ye mind how
Billy Donpely kept winkin all the time across
till Mary O’Shea, and sbe lookin sideways till
bim ; I could see it all, for they sat right for-
vinst me,” sez Peggy Mulligan. “ Billy will
m ke a poor bargaw av it, there,” sez Jasey
Scanlio, “ fur Mary’s ot much thought av, iv
il we bear is thrue.” “ Did yez votice Mre.
Cassidy, comin ig, in the middle av the Kyrie
Elaison, wid ber grate big hoops aud ber new
bs beeled boots going ciack, clack, all the
time 1° sez Biddy Laflerty. ¢ Faith and 1
kept me eye an bur, aod whin o'ld Misther
Hepoessey came rouod wid the plate, che had
pa’ar a copper til put ia it, {or all she fecls so
grand,” Peggy Muiligan. :

Well, Misther Poker, yez see I notice
iverything,, and this little apicdote will ap
ply 10 some ladies av all denomipasbuns ; aud
vow in dhreadful thrimbling wn fear of a lash—
tigashun from Milly fur me remarks, 1 sub-
scribe meself,

Yours, &c.,
“ Pappy MiLzs’s Bov.”

CROWN LAND REGULATIONS.

The following Order 1 Council was is-ued
io Saturday’s Gazette {.r the sale aod wan—
agemeant of the pubic laods, appioved by His
Excellency the Governor Geeral in Council.

1. That the lands io townships which bave
already been deliveated or shali hereafier be
delineated oo turvey by the ex erior lines
ouoly, way be offered for sale en bloc on the
followiag terms, viz :—

2. That the price shall be one balf dollar
per acie, payable at the time ot sale,

3. That the purchaser shall cavse the lands
10 be surveyed at his ewn expense wte lots
comprisiog either one huvdred or two hua-
dred acres io each lot ; aod on the north sbore
of Lake Huron ioto quarter sectioms of 160
acres each, except in spots where the cop-
figuration of tbe township may render such
exact quan'ities im racticable, ard then as
pear to those aliotmen's as pos:ible.

4. That such survey cball be made by a
duly licensed Proviccial land surveyor ap-
proved of by the Commis:iocer of Crown
Laods aod acting under his instructions, why
shall make bis retura wirh ficid potes, &ec.,
&ec., in the veval method observed by sur-
veyors, to be also approved of by the depart-
meot.

5. That ope third of the quantity of land in

the township shall be settled upon withio two
years from the time of +a'e ; ove third more
settled upon within the following five years,
from the time of cale ; and the residue with-
in the further period of three years, i.e., ten
years from the cate of sale; the settlement
r-quired beiog thit there shall be at least ope
bunu fide settier in withorized oecupation for
every two hundred acres of land ; ail land not
so settled at tbe expiraion of ten years from
tue time of sale to becowe forfeited and re-
vert to the Crown absolutely, except such
portions thereof as sball be fuuna unfir for
sett'emeot, ur such portious as are of very in-
lerior quality and by rea-on thereof bave re-
mained unoccupied, in respect to which the
Goieror in Couacil may, u;00 applieat oy,
dispense with the forfeiture and cause the
same Lo be conveyed tg the origival r,urchaser
or bis assignee, "
6. A contract of sale to be m».de with the
purchaser from the Crown subject to the
foregong aud following  conditions ; but
patents for the land to itsue oply to the oc-
cup.nts of the Jots purctared deriving cloim
uoder the vendee of the Crown, or to the as-
~guees claiming under such purchasers and
occupants who shall bive complied with the
"conditiops of settlemrot hereinaf er mentied,
upon & certificate or cthier evidence that they
base paid such vandee "or his assignce or
complied with the contract with bim, for or
in regard 10 such particuler ot ; and upoo
evidence that toe party applying, or come ove
under who he claims, bas been a resident og
the sad Jot for at least two years coo-
tiouously, end that upon the same (vot ex-
ce«diog two bundred acres) at least ten acres
for each one bundred acres Lave been cleared
and rendered fit for cultivation and crop, a1 d
bave been actusl'y uoder crop, aod tbat a
habitable bouse in dimevsious at least sixteen
by twenty feet is erecied thereon, and wpou
paymeut of the sum of four dollars as pa:en
f-es 10 cover expenses, &c. Tbe pature avd
descr'ption of proof abose referred to, to be
settied and prescribed by the Comuissioner
of Crown Lands. :

7. All lapds whieh shall under the forego-
g conditions revert 4o the Crown, thall pe
exposed 1o sale at public auction at such
tunes and places and on such upset price as
the Cowmissioner of Crosn Laods shall fix,

8. That in townships which bave beeg sur-
veyed and laid out into lots, aid where land-
are pow offered for sale at four shiliiogs per
acre, or where po lands bave a3 yet been
offered for tale, avd in townsbips uander sur-
vey or yet to be su'veyed 1w'o - lots, lagds
be sold upder the following regulations, 1o
wit —

9. Thatlaod be sold for cash at seventy
cents per acre apd on tiwe upon the following
lerm+, viz ;—one doliar per acre ; one fifth to
be paid at the time of tbe sale, and the re-
maining four fifths ia four equal anpual instal-
wents with ipterest on tie purchase mopey
unpaid, :

‘;(‘Jt That when the lands in the - township
have remaincd open for sale for one year ofter
public notice iliereof, the lands uasoid at the
expiration of that period thail, at the time 10
ve fixed, and aiter reasopable potize given by
ithe C.mmissiover of Crows Lands, be offered
for sale by public auction st the upset price
fixed for their sa'e as above, or at such other
upset price as uuder special circumstances
way be ramed by tbe Commissioper of Crowa
Laods ; and that such public sales of all lands
that ¢bs)l remaiv upsold in the mwean time
shall take place semi-snsually at times to be
pamed therefor by the Commi siouer of Crown
Laods, until the whbole of tie lands in the
township sball bave been dsposed of; the
lands remaiviog unsold after any such public
sale 10 coutsivute open for privale saleat the
said upset price uotii the period of one weck
vextbefore the time at which the next public
+ale stall take place.

11, That all Jots of land which shall have
becn cffered as # Free Graots” and sball ot
hase been located and occupied at the expira~
tion of one year frowm the time the same sbail
have been so offered, shall po longer remain
2- “ Free Graots,” but shall be opened tor
private sale or sball be exposed (o public rale
by auction as part of the lands in the town-

- . — —

S

Crcanzas

J , . w‘. 'm‘ h fa : -
ould Teddy L fler'y’s till pyy my respecra®,p.’ b ‘ﬁ;im,".‘. e Tl o

perso.s wiom he caims, have t ken
pos-es.ou of suchla: d within s1x morths ir
the timy of rale, and +holl from thet twe
coutinyuus y bsve beeo a bona file occupant
of. nod 1e-idect on the land for uat least two
years, and Bave cieared snd rendered fit for
cultivation apd and had under crop
within four years at farthest from 1be time of
sale of the land, 2 quantity thereof in the pro-
portion of at least ten acres to every ove bun-
dred acres, and have erected thercon a house
habitable and of the dimeusions at least 16 by
20 feet.

13. That all other lands not embraced in

the foregoing category be exposed 10 sale by
public auction anpually, or 10 the discretion of
the Comumissioner of Crown Lands hali year-
ly, for cash, at such times and places s0d at
such upsep>prices as the Commissioner of
Crown Lauds shall fix.
14, "That the lands known as “Clergy Re-
serves” be s0)d on the same terms and io tbe
same maoper as other public lands 1a the towa-
ships 10 which they respectively lie.

15. Thbat prompt payment in all cases be
made of the of the costract, and
any default 10 be ‘on pain of forfentmre of all

revious paymeats and of all rights ia the land.

16. That in the eases of sales already made,
payment of arrears be required, and that pub-
lic notice is given io the Official Gazette, and
througn tbe usual chanoels, that usie-s such
arrears be paid within twelve mooths from the
first of January, 1859, the land in respect of
which default shall continue, will be re umed
by the Crown and resold. ang that in regard to
all purchase money and ioterest hereafter to
fall due, prompt payment will be exacced.

SQUATTERS.

17. That the system of recognizmg unau-
thori1z-d occupation of lavd commonly koowe
as + >quatting,” be diccontinued, subject to
the fol owing provisions, viz :—

That public and general notice be given by
the Crown Land Depertment, that no claim
to pre-emption by reason of such occupatiou
will be eutertaioed after the first day of Sep-
tember pext, and tvat no claim to such pre—
empuon not now in astate to be aduitied cau
be made good by an act of 1he party bereafier,
and that thereloie his labour will be thrown
away.

‘L'hat the prices above fised for lands shall
apply to Upper Canada on'y.

‘T'he prices of lands 10 Lower Canada shall
be regulated by Orders in Council from time

$0 time.
P. M. VANKOUGHNET,
Commissioner.

Crown Lands Department,
Toronto, 13th Jasuary, 1859.

Zhe FWerald.

CARLETON-PLACE,

Thursday, January 27, [858.

e

COMING SHADOWS.

The eyes of the country are now anxiously
looking forward to tlie approaching meeting
of Parliament, and the question is being eager-
ly asked—What 1s to be done in view of the
deficiency of the Revenue aod the alarmng
s'ale of the finance of the countr’)..» What
will be the decision in rezard to the Seat of
Government ; and bow are the other great
quesiions which have been agitatiog the
public miod to be disposed of ? The time is
drawiog vear when a solution to these queries
A few cays more and |

will be ioevitable.
Parliament wi!l bave assembled, and then the
pent-up secret will be dragged to day and the
shadowy future will bave to resolve itself into
something real and tangible.

Whatever else may be in store, it appears
that the Federation of the Provioces and the
lnternal Colocial railway are to receive the
go-by for the present.

The Mioistry pledge themselves,— whether
sincerely or otherwise,—to make Ottawa the
Seat of Government, and the organs talk
loudly about the probability of a dissolution
of the House, if Parliament does not sustain
them in doiog s0, and espress the half-coo—
cealed hope that the terrors «f a general elec-
tion will coerce refractory members into obe-
dience to the ministerial will.

In the meantime Montreal is making stren-
uovus effcrts to gain the prize, and will defeat
Ottawa if possible, it being abundantly evident
that it is between these two sivals the contest
is 10 be fought.

" We must confess that we canzot sympa-
thize with those Upper Canadian Members,
who, in opposing Otiawa, will, if succes:ful, be
tte means of drivisg the Seas of Government
from Upper Canada, and locating it ia the
Lower Province. There isa point beyond
which a prudent opposition ought not to pro-
ceed, and we believe in the present iostance
that poiot bhas been reached.

They caonot be regarded as the friends of
Upper Canadg, who from mere factious of-
position deprive it of the advastages of pos-
sessing the Seat of Government.

ROAD MAKING.
We look upon this subject as ose of the
most vital questious upon which the prosper-
ity and advascement of our country depeods;
a question ot exceeded m importance by any
other within the whole range of thought.
Wishio the circle of public improvemests,
affecting our socisl advascement, none have
dope so much towards the civilizstion snd
elevation of maokiod, as those which afford
the meavs of abridgiog distance as measured
by time. It isbut a few years since the in—
troduction of Railroads ; and that system of
communication has already affected wonders,
in promoting the social advancement of our
race. The B. & O. Railway is advanciog
by slow degrees towards completion. - The
cars are already running to Perth, wmih
freights and passengers ; and the rails will, it
is boped, be Jaid asfar north as circumstances
will permit, as soop 2s the syring opeos.
Leaving the completion of this enterprise,
then, in the hands of the directors and man-
agers of the compasy, let us in the mean
time, turn our attestion and the attention of
our mupicipal authorities to the opening up
and making of good leadiog roads to the
centres of traffic and poists of connection
with our ralway. Eves when completed,
our rai'way will be of little use unless kept
ruosng, aod the more. feeders we kiave, the

better this will be accomplished. The roads

|15 an achicvement we 4

in the<e towaslips, a'though brmng repaired
a little every year are yet in most pace:m a
shameful condin. The manver in whish
the statute lubor is useally expeaded m:kes it
of Ji tle valu- m com parises 10 what it would
be, f jud cicusly a;pied, Lock st Ramsay,
“the most intelligent fownsbip ia the most
intel ligent county in Cassda” and see bow
the roadsare mq.‘;yaeumrcely trot
a buggy across the towsship without a risk
of breaking your vehicle, or perbops your
neck. Even the concession lines are in bad
condition, to say nothing of the mde roads.
The ninth live bas been very much improved
during the past jew years, and, at the pre-
sent rate of advancemeat, will =oon be a
good road, in dry weather; but it seems to
be the only concessioa line that is entirely
opened up in the Township. Maany of the
others can be travelled a part of their length,
butare in other placesso overgrown with
underwood, that even a footman casnot proceed
without difficu'ty ; and in some of the con-
cessions, no trace of a line appears—the old
land marks bemnz almost entirely obliterated,
Beckwith, which boas's of its wealthy settler,
who bave stockiogs full of money, is in as
bad, if oot a worse coadition, in poiot of
road@ and, we presume; the same picture
will apply to sll the peighboring townships.
Now, these things onght mot so to be. The
concess'on lines shuuid be all opened vp the
fall- b eadth and let the sun shive upon the
roads. This would do more to keep them
dry than the useless system of patching them
up with logs and brush, which m mauy
icstances, only makes bad worse. Then,
again, the present sy-tem of statute labor is
entirely defective, and does rot yield any'hing
like the result which might Le expected from
the expenditure of so much labor. - But, up-
on this poiat we stall quote an article from the
¢«Municipal Economist” which svi's our

v

Views 1 —

For several years past, so much of our at-
tenticn has been directed © the construction
of Railways, that, comparatively speakiog,
little has been spared for Roads of a more
local character. 1t s mot probable that the
Cacadian Railway system will be much ex-
tended for many yearsto come, and 1t is
*berefore Lkely that the improvement of
thoroughfares leadiag into the coustry from
the various busivess ceatres established at
the “Stations,” will assume an importance
oot hitherto accorded to works of that des-
cription. Note have greater interests to
sarve in promotiog such improvements, than
those wbo bave mvestments ia our Railways,
But the bulk of those who provided the cap-
ital for those works are not residents among
us, and can bhardly appreciate the influeoce
that these local improvements would bave on
the vslue ot their iovestments. Their at-
‘ention is chiefly directed towards obtaining
a foreign or through traffic, and in their
efforts to attain that object, infinitely more
capital is expended than would suffice for the
creation of a much more profitable business
withio our own territory.

Loog before railways were introduced i
Britain, the roads of the seventeenth ce.tury,
so graphically described by Macsu'ay, had
been replaced, and tbe rural districts were
intersected by excellent common roads;
while the apphances on the more importaut
lives of travel—as well in the rosd bed as in
the vehicles that traversed them—bad been
so much improved as to afford (o the travel-
ler that comparatively luxurious. style of Ioco-
wo’iop now known as ¢ the coaching doys of
old,” with which po wode of iravel ihen
knowa in the world could compare.

When, therefore, the Railways came to
be constructed, their traffic was at ouce serv-
ed and facilitated by every requusite for reach-
it g the various depots, and the whole trade
of 1he country flowed io them witheut let or
bioderance.

The very reverse has obtained here ; the
railways bare, in most cases, been tbe first
to break grcund, and bundreds of miles are
made through forest lands and wundrained
swamps, which must await, not only-cuitira-
tioo, but also the comstruction of passable
roads, before yielding a traffic sufficient to
create a revenue equal to the expectation of
the capitahsts,

The construction of these rural roads falls
to be the businers of the various Municipa-
lities ; to make them eq fically and well
Péhe best munici-

pal economist. 3

The ordisary mode of providing means for
the construction of roads is by ‘statute lad-
our ;” but although the system has antiqmty
to sanction it, it certainly does not commend
i'self to our common sense, por is it sanction-
ed by any of the prisciples that guide sound
business trapsactions. Prior tothe Restora-
tioe, however, the statate labour system was
the only means used for maistaining the roads
of England. Every pansh was then bouad
to repair tbe bhighways that passed th{ovgh it
for which purpose the peasastry were com-
pelled to give their gratuitous labour for six
days in each year. Soop after the Restora-
tion the first of the many turnpike acts for
the improvement of the great North Road
received the sapction of Parliament, acd a
small ToLL was imposed on the traffic pass-
ing over it ; but the icnovation excited many
murmurs, and the other great avesues leading
to the capital remained usder the old system.
“A change, bowever, was at length effected,
but ot without great difficulty, for unjust
and absurd tazation to which men are ac-

customed is often borne far more willingly
than the most reasonable impost which is
new,”

Although statuté labour has been the re-
cognized method “of levying road rates for
several centuries, it is paipable that the ex-
penditure of so many days’ labour, witbout
method or orgs nization must mecessarily be
wasteful, and ill calculated 10 accomplish the
desired end. Tts ongwal adoption was doubt-

less in consequence of the difficulty expeneac-

ed in collecting money rates of a period when
intarcourse was limarted, when  trade was
confioed to the large towns, snd when barter
bad not yet given place to sales for mouey.
Agriculture, morever, bad vot atiained to
that position which now elevates it to a
science. There were portions of each year
wherein 1t wis believed that so labour could
be usefally applied to the cultivation of the
land, at which periods it was felt to be less
oppressive to work a few days on the romds’
than to make a movey payment towardsa
rate. Such ressoning still prevai's in our
rural districts, but an improved knowledge of
agricultural pursuits teaches that there is no
season of the year when the business cf the
farm does not offer profitable employment
to ihe provident husbandman, and most of all
is his labour in demand at those seasons when

sued.
The great difficulty, however, is the annual

determination of the localites where the
statute labour of the townsbips should be ex-
pended. This is commenly a point which
can cnly be solved by dwtributiog the labour
over so wide an area as to reduce the amount
available for each to so small a sum that no
permanent good is accomplished w any place;
the whole being left 20 incomplete as to en-
sure its speedy destruciion. i

The desire to bave whatever is paid
municipal texes expended for the especial
local bevefit of the payer, is too commenly
an obstacle in the way of carrying out im-
provements on a comprehensive plan best
calculated to benefit all. It 13 extremely
dificulty to convince the cultivator of “No.
6 io the Fifth Concession” that a bridge op-
pesite “No. 10 in the Sixth” can be of any
benefit to lum, while peither “'grubbing, grad-
ing, ditching, nor bridging” bave , been com-
pleted on the “side lise;” and “No. 6” will
pertinacicusly ins'st that the “side line” shall
be improved, thocgh the bridge aforesaid
may be the chief means necessary for the
opening of the whole town:bip to an import-
ant market, or of shortening the distance by
balf a day’s journey. The result is generally
a compromise, by wkich & portion of the

includig an attempt at a bridge, which is
preity sure to be washed away by the first
freshet ; and thus the whole statute labour
of the year, worth—if applied in a busigess
like menner—eaough to have done eitber of
the works singly ia an eficient manuer, 1s
thrown away, without permaneat good accru-
ing to any one.

The first step towards a reform in these
matters, is the teaching of all parties con-
cerned that a comprehedffive aod systematic
arrangemest of the order in which local im-
provements shall be undertaken is essential
to their individual interests and will soopest
result in the permaaent comp'etion of the
whole. It must also be taught, that to be
profitably applied, the value of each man’s
labour must be expended under the guidance
of thote princip'es of business organization
which experience has taught us are ‘most
efficient in the attainment of economic re—
sults.

It is unquestiovably true, that during the
first years of almost every settlement, the
picoeers who hew the inbertance of their
children out of the forest can give a few days’
labor with less ncenvenience than they could
give as many dollars ; and it isalso true that
their sense of the vast importance of the for-
est road will generally impel them to uaite
vigorously in the effort to make it passable ;
while their back-wood education will teach
them to apply the labour they contribute to
the best advantage. But there isa period
comparatively early in. the history of every
town:bip, when the farmer can better afford
dollars than he can spare days from his bus-
bandry, and when the dollars cam be made
to produce icfivite'y more importsat results
than can be obtained from the days’ labovr
required by the statuges.

It we are to accept for our guide the well-
established doctrine, that division of labor is
the true source of cheapuess, it must follow
as a natural sequence, that the sgriculturist
can with greater esse and certainty earn a
dollar in the pursuit of bis legitimate calling,
than io the uncongenal work of road makiog.
It is also self-evideot that be would feel less
inconvenience io paying a fair commutation
for bis quota of road work, tham in perform-
ing the labor required by the law. The
same law also teaches us, that an equal num-
ber of days of trained labor, under efficient
superinteadance, would produce much great-
er results than can be realized from the same
number of Jays worked by those who engage
n the work in a desultory aand disorganized

mabner.

PROSTITUTION.

Dr. Langer, the leading Physician in the
Hospital on Blackwell’s Island has publisbed
a volume upon ‘the history of the abore ter-
rific crime. The work embraces its extent
causes and effects througbout the world. It
was prepared at the suggestion of the gove n-
ors of the Almshouse of the city asd county
of New York. So astousding is the prevas
ence of the vice of prostitutien in New York
and in other cities, and so signal and awful is
the visitaticn of Gop's providential judgment,
with which He visits this particular sin, thet
the above gentlemen, determined to wave all
cousiderations of delicacy, and to make a
thorough expose of the whole subject, Most
loathsome are its disclosures, and most fearful
aﬂﬂlﬂn" are its lessons and w’ o
There are 6000 public prostitutes in the city
of New York. The majority of these are
from 15 to 25 years old. Three eights of
them were born in the United States, Many
of those born abroad come there to improve

———— . — —

the work of road making can be profitab'e pur- |

available work is expended on each locality, |-

greater than the ordivary ratio smong chil-
dren in New York. Maoy of these children
are liviog ia the sbodes of vice ard obscenity,
The msjority of these women Lave been pros-
titutes for Jess than four years. The average
deration of a prostitute’s life is only four
years. Seduction, destitutiov, il treatment
by parents, husbands or relatives, wtemper-
ance and bad company are the main causes
of prostitation. A capital of near'y $4,000,-
000 is invested in this dreadful bu-iress.—
The anoual espenditore on account of it is
more than $7,000,000. Prohibitory mea-
sures bave sigually failed to suppress or check
it. A pecessity exists for some action.

In respect to the manner of ‘treating this
vice, ipstead of attempting to repress it by
legal prohibition, the author recommends tha
it be simp'y regulsted.

There are other aspects of this whole sub-
ject, however, m which it will be viewed by
the Christian morslist. While the author

has named :everal of he principal causes of
the frightful prevalence of this crime at the
present time, there are two or three deserving
of special attention.

1st. Whatever tends to discourage mur-
riage, tends in the same degree to promote
prostitution. :

20d.- Whatever tends to destroy the sanc-
tity of the marrige relation, tends ia the same
degree to promo’e the spread of this vice.

3rd. A pew policy, anotber treatment is
demsnded towards the destroyer of female
virtue. Now, the seducer i1s received wto
good society ; and the mother welcomes with
smiles the beartless villain to the presence of
her davghters, while the poor victim of his

crime is repelled as a leper. This is all
wrong. Brand such a wretch with the mark
of Cain, wherever he may be. Tbe robber

is a saint to him. Let society everywhere
feel, that when devmestic purity and virtue are
lost, all is lost.

We have been lothe to touch on this sub-
ject at all. Baut believing as we do that rhis
vice is icreasiog among us, we are not to be
deterred from a false dehcacy, from speaking
plainly of it.

THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT-
The opponents of the city of Ottawa, as
an aspirant for the seat of government, do
mot appear to be keeping up their side of the
debate very creditably. Not calculating the
leogih of the contest, they bave, probably,
been too extravagant in the use of their
ammunition aud bave fired away all their
powder. Some of them may bave brought
themselves to look the matter in the face aad
have becom: coaviaced tha!, afterall that
has been said to the contrary, Ottawa might
do very well for the chief city of United
Canada. Indeed, the more the question is
looked at and thought about the more argument
sppearsin its favor; and it is not at all sur-
prising that Her Majesty, whea called upoa to
select one of five cities, whose rival clsims to
be the seat of government bad long distracted
public opinion, thould make the choice she did
Four out of these five competing cities had
been temporary capitals since the Union,
exch m its turn baving beea tried aod found
waoting. There remained ooly one city of
the five to be tried, and that one is the most
centrally sitvated, belooging to both the Up-
per and the Lower sections of the Provinces.
It is the pearest city to Montreal and Kings-
ton and the secund nearest to Quebec and
Toronto. It is nearer Toronto than either
Quebec or Mootreal and nearer Quebec, than
either Toronto or Kiogston. The Hamilton
*“Spectator” says.—The best way of replying
to any ome who declmms sgainst the ity
which Her Majesty has selected to be the
permanen* Seat of Goverament lor Canada,
is by asking the question “Have you ever
been there ” Ten to one he will auswer “no,”
for all who have entered Ottawa must be
couvinced thav it is specially adapted for our
capital city, :

It is, strictly speaking, the geographical
centre of Canada, for it is about 300 mules
from the most easterly city, Quebec, and
the same distance from London, the wmost
westerly ; it is 95 miles from Kingstoo, 125
from Montreal, and midway between .the
mouth of the Ottawa River and the most
remote reaches of that stream at present
navigated. Nor 13 Ottawa a sall village in
the backwoods, as some would bave it repre-
sented. Just as“the West” recedes as we
advance towsrds it in Americaa territory, o
do the backwoodsrecede as we pursue ' our
course up the valiey of the Ottawa. The city
possesses already vearly 12,000 inbabitants ;
the assessed value of prcperty being o less
than £50,000, Far above it and all aroand
it—at least on the Upper Canadian smide of
the river—there are flourishing wiilages, and
farms where it is not uncommon to grow
fifty bushels of wheat to an acre. 1t is the
outlet for the great lumbering country to the
North Eastand West whence 16,000,000
feet of square timber alone are annually gx-
ported, and where 20,000 hardy lumben}‘:n
find constant and remuerative employment.
This is not the place i which to speak of ores
of iron, lead and silver which abound in the
Ottawa district, nor of the other mineral re-
sources which 1t abundantly possesses. Were
it 50, we could prove conclusively that no
other part of Canada offers better mducements
for mining enterprize.

Ottawa is not “inaccessible,” as ignorant
men besitate not to sssert. It is indeed not
oa the frontier, along which our main line of
railway runs, whether, by the St. Lawrence or
the Lakes, a fihbustering borde can at any
time land and injure wus; it -is indeed far
enough in the interior to be out eof the reach
of surprise ; butit ismore easily and mor:
quickly to be reached from Canada West than
Montreal is, and from the East there is in sum-

the railway. The Ridean canal is anothe:
avenue to it from the West and the Brockvillo

mer a fine natoral water route, in addition to |-

Briush pacife Rallway—if ever to become
realitics—must both pa-s withio bail.
Ottawa is essily to be fortifiel. There are
O:d pance lands on a'l the projecting poiats of
the cliff, in addition to the 150 acres resery-
ed for the site of the Government buildings.
So lofty and commandirg a spot 15 this  that
from the top of Parlament Houses (which
we have no doubt will be bui't there) the
Mootrea! mcuntain, Prescott, Perth, Arnprior,
would be all visible.

Ottawa 1s vot wanting in the requirite ac-
crmmodation for visitors, There are severa]
good hotels now, and there would be more put
up before the Government offices could be
fimshed.

The location of the Capital at Ottawa is
calculated to be of more advantage to Canada
than if any other placeé®were chosen.
derful impetus ro the settlemeat of a magoifi- -
o nt valley would be given. A central power
would be built up which would hold in check
the log-rolliog between East aud  Wes( of
which we have hitherto bad too much. A
bolt would be forged to ensure the permanence
of the existing union. Avd even suppos-
ijog the Provinces to be hereafter confederat-
ed, we shuuld probabdly have the federal cap-
ital at Ottawa, where there would be burld-
10gs for the accommodation of a General
Parliament, and which would be far more
central than even Qoebec—taking into con-
sideration the Colojes that must be planted
in the West,

A won-

Lanark ELEcTiON.—At the close of the
election for this Township, the poll stood as
follows :=—H. Mair 137 ; A. Campbe!l 130 ;
W. Moorehouse 122; W, Scott 108; J.
Mattbie 104 ; J. Ryan 78; J. Rankin 35;
A. Stewart 33 ; W. Anderson 30, - At the
meeting of Couacil on the 17th, Mr, W, Scott
was elected Reeve.

PETERBORO CORRESPONDENCE.
Dear Herarup,~The excitement inci-
dent to our Municipal elections was hardly
ever ere it b-g-n to show itself again in a new
phase. Sevcral of the Towa Councillors and
even the Mayor were informed that accord-
ing to a certain clause in the New Municipal
Act, they were disqualified from holding the
offices to which they had been elected. The
cause of this, consisted o the fact that some
of them bad received 2n “‘allowance” or salary
from the corporation last year,—others bad
an “Interest” 1 the affairs of the corporation
from having leased a portion of its public pro=
perty, and from these causes were debarred
by the letter of the Act from sittieg in the
Council this year.

In some of the townships, the old council-
lors, who were re-elected, had acted as com-
missioners for expending money on. the roads,
and received payment as such, and are, con-
sequently, supposed to be neligible to sit in_
the new Council,—:t any rate, their doing so
baviag been protested agaiost, they declined )
to take the oath of office,—~and the matter
bas beea referred to the County Judge, and
wn'l probably result in Writs being issued for
a new election.

‘The « disqualifications” in the clause of
the Act referred to are brought out much
more strongly by the interpretation they re-
cewve and the notes thereto appeuded in the
¢ New Municipal Maoual.”

‘Whether other Corporations or Mun‘cipal-
ities througbout the province are similarly
situated remains to be seen. Inthis County,
the supposed discomfiture of 20 many wbo
were just about to assume their official seats
and digoity, has been relished highly by their
late defeated epponeuts, and the whole mat-
ter is generally regarded as a piece of first-
rate fun.

We have plenty of snow ; and cold enough
to please a Greenlander., Ears and noses and
feet and hands, lots of them have been frozen ;
and in some instacces Jack Frost bas even -
dared to venture beyoad these outposts of
the human citadel, and to attack the great
fort itself and almost subdue it. I myself bad
my nasal proboseis nipped so offectually that
it remains red as a carrot ever since, and itis
the occasion of a great many more visits to
the looking-glass than a modest unpretending
person like myself would otherwise have
thought necessary.

A large amount of lumbering is going on
in the back country, and, as I believe, with
every probabi'ity of success. At least, this
is 30,1n so far as the cheapness of men and
teams aod. provisions 1 conserned, and the
facilities that exist for obtaicing them.

The price of wheat and pork remein un.
shanged, while beef is very low, being worth
only from $3 to $4 per 100 lbs. Oats 18
looking up,and finds ready sale at 50 cents
per bushel.

" Yours truly,
ProLonmy, Jr.

Jany. 20th, 1859,

- INCENDIARISM,
THE ORANGE HALL AT CLAYTON
BURNT!

About one o'clock on Friday morsing the
21st instant the Orange Hall at Clayton,
Ramsay, was discovered in flames. The
fire was burstng out in a fearful rage
through the roof 0 as to entirely prevent the
Hall or anytbing it contained from being saved.
All the Regalia and apparatus’ belonging to
the Lodge was consumed, some of which was
very expensive.—About $60 in cash was in
the Treasurer’s drawer at the time, and
whetber the drawer was plundered ere the
match was put or not is a queshon. There s
0o doubt at all but that it was the work of an
incendiary as there had not been a fire in the
Hall for a fortnight previous, 1t is supposed
that the fire was started in the inside of the
buildiag, the doors baving beea broken in.

It may be well to remark here-that there is
o blame attached to any of the
Catholics, snd that suspicion rests upon a
person who has been a member of the Lodge,

 steps are beiug taken to find out the offeader,




